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The President’s Corner   by Sarah H. Baker 

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page  
requests every month. 

 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
 

Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.  
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

BREAK!!! 

   Our wonderful and illustrious president is abdicating her monthly words of wisdom 

to us so she can concentrate on personal health matters.    She adds that she is very 

grateful to the members of the SWW board for picking up the slack while she is out.   

   Reminder to all our writers - what we do is out of love and yet we sometimes drive 

ourselves so hard that self-made deadlines stress us to the max.  Slow down, love 

yourself,  and give your soul  and body time to heal.  

   We love you Sarah, get well! 

Do You Have a Published Book? 

The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member 

book covers across the Home page.  If you’d like us 

to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to 

swwsage@swcp.com.  No more than one book cov-

er per author.  Can be updated as  your next book 

comes out.   Send a small picture file .jpg no more 

than 140dpi.  The book covers will be a bit larger 

than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to 

edit to fit.  

 Help….Please! 

   SWW has over 330 members, but of that number only about 30 every actively participate in 
our mission to help writers succeed.  We have a dedicated core who are happy to deal with the 
mundane responsibilities necessary to the organization’s existence, but it would be nice if 
every member donated at least an hour of time a year - that would be over 330 hours of time! 

   You can help in both direct - and indirect - ways.  Right now we have two membership 
meetings a month.  Each meeting needs help with set up and clean up.   Can you show up an 
hour early to set up tables once or twice a year?  Or help put them away afterwards? 

   All of us who are on facebook and twitter can help advertise the meetings and conferences 
to bring in new people.  Become a “friend” of the SouthWest Writers facebook page and re-
post any information that comes up to your timeline ! 

   If you are a writer, can you plug us on your website?  Each one of us adds to the prestige of 
us all.  It is fabulous to be visiting another state and in passing you mention SWW - and 
someone says “I’ve heard about that group - are you a member?”   

   Remember, every little bit helps! 
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The Writing Life: Why Authors Need Wills and Trusts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Sherri Burr 

During any given year, approximately two-

thirds of Americans who died left earth without a will 

or a trust. The reasons for not making post-death plans 

for their assets varied. Some great writers, like Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln (the Gettysburg Address) and 

Stieg Larsson (The Girl with a Dragon Tattoo), and 

other creative spirits, like musician Prince and actor 

James Dean, never got around to it. Some folks, like 

paranoid billionaire Howard Hughes, probably didn’t 

want to give their relatives and friends incentives to 

hasten their demise. Indeed, some superstitious people 

think making a will might cause their death. 

Whatever the excuse, to die without a will is to 

give the state the authority to decide how your estate 

will be divided. Your surviving relatives will either 

accept the legal outcome or contest it. The estate brawl 

between billionaire Howard Hughes’ distant relatives 

was finally settled in 1996—twenty years after his 

death—with lawyers taking over $20 million in fees.  

So what does this mean to writers? Simply put, 

some of your most important estate assets may be the 

copyrights in your work. Martin Luther King, Jr., un-

derstood this well. He religiously registered the copy-

right on all of his speeches and writings, perhaps antic-

ipating that an early death might lessen his family’s 

means of support. As a consequence his estate, which 

was valued at $66,492.29 after his 1968 assignation, is 

now worth tens of millions of dollars. King wrote 

when copyrights lasted 56 years. Now they last for 

the lifetime of the author plus 70 years. 

Authors should plan to dispose of copyrights for 

up to 70 years following death.  The copyright in 

any book contains a bundle of rights, including (1) 

to copy or reproduce, (2) to adapt or prepare deriva-

tives, (3) to publicly display, (4) to publicly perform, 

(5) to rent, lease, or lend, and (6) to perform the cop-

yrighted sound recordings publicly by means of dig-

ital audio transmission. All of these rights can be 

willed together or separately to spouses, children, 

relatives or charities. The combinations are poten-

tially endless. 

A novelist, for example, might write a will pro-

vision leaving her movie adaptation rights to one 

child and her television adaptation rights to another 

child. A creative nonfiction writer might leave his 

second edition rights to his favorite charity and his 

audio book rights to his alma mater. The rights could 

also be split by years, with the author giving one 

child the first 35 years of the post-death copyright 

and another child or grandchild the second 35 years. 

The possible distributions of copyright assets are 

limited only by an author’s imagination. 

Even works in which the writer sold the copy-

right can be retrieved for the estate. For example, a 

writer who transferred the copyright to a series can 

send a termination notice to the copyright holder 

during a five-year period beginning at the end of 35 

years from the date of execution of the grant for 

each book in the series. If the writer has died, then 
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Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

Poetry Class and Interactive  

Workshop 
P R E S E N T E D  B Y   

J E A N N E  S H A N N O N  &  J O A N N E  B O D I N  

                  

 

Three Saturdays in July: 

July 8th, 15th and 22nd 

9am-12pm 

Did you know there’s a word for “fear of poet-
ry”? Yes, it’s metrophobia. But there’s no reason 
to fear these enjoyable and stimulating work-
shop sessions. 

By exploring a variety of ideas and writing 
prompts, we will find lively pathways into appreci-
ating and writing poetry. We will also look at how 
writing poetry can enhance our writing in other 
genres, especially fiction and memoir. 

You do not need to be a poet to attend. Just bring 
your writing pad and your curiosity. There will be 
opportunity for group discussion, read-alouds, and 
more. 

$59 SWW Members; $64 Osher Members; $69 

Non-Members 

Location:  SWW Office Conference Room 

3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

Albuquerque, NM 87110               

To register call 505-830-6034, or  online at the 

www.southwestwriters.com  website or sign up at a 

the termination right can be exercised by the surviv-

ing author’s spouse, children, and grandchildren. 

What might be most effective is to appoint a liter-

ary executor who is responsible for managing all the 

copyrights. The author should prepare a spreadsheet 

with the date of all the copyright grants and the dates 

in which each termination right arises. This should be 

included with the will and other documents so the ex-

ecutor knows when to send the notices. 

Another option is to put all the copyrights in a 

trust. The trust can be a living, or inter vivos, one es-

tablished to function during the author’s life. There 

should be a trust that provides for a successor trustee 

or trustees once the author ascends to the Publishing 

Heavens. Then that person would be responsible for 

administering all of the trust assets, including the cop-

yrights. 

One final observation contains the rare simulta-

neous death situation. This happened in 2016 when 

actress Carrie Fisher died on December 27th and her 

mother Debbie Reynolds perished on December 28th. 

In such a case, the law treats them as if they pre-

deceased each other and sends designated gifts to the 

alternative person listed in the will. Thus, writers 

should always specify alternative gift-takers. 

If authors do not write wills, the state will decide 

who gets their property. Why let the state determine 

the distribution of your estate when your own sense of 

creativity can do a better job? Happy wills and trusts 

writing!  

 

Sherri Burr, a Princeton University and Yale Law School 

graduate, is an award-winning author of over twenty-

books and a professor of law at the 

University of New Mexico School of 

Law. Her book “A Short and Happy 

Guide to Financial Well-being” won 

an Arizona-New Mexico Book Award 

for best business/finance book.    

www.sherriburr.com  

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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Annual Membership in  
SouthWest Writers 

Individual: $70  

($65 renewal if paid two months in advance)  
Student:  $25   

Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75,  

Lifetime Membership: $750    Download the 
Sage from www.southwestwriters.com 

 

Blogging Part One 

Blogging Your Way to SuccessBlogging Your Way to Success  

By Rob Spiegel, SWW VP        . 

 

Part 1 – Why Start a Blog? 

 

   A blog can be a powerful tool to create, build, and 
hold a reading audience. Whatever your interest, 
you can build a blog around it: genre fiction, poetry, 
business knowhow, gardening, caregiving. One of 
my blogging students created an award-winning 
blog about caring for an ailing spouse. The goal of 
that blog was simple honesty about everything 
that’s involved in home-based spousal care. 

   I’ve been writing blogs for 20 years. I began back 
when they were called “web logs.” I turned a self-
syndicated business column into a blog simply by 
sending the column to websites. The idea fit, since 
the informal blogging language matches the conver-
sational tone of a column. The newspaper column is 
indeed the antecedent for the blog. 

   Here are some of the reasons for launching a 
blog: 

 Blogging doesn’t cost anything. Blogging 
tools have become amazingly user friendly, and 
they’re free if you don’t add fancy features such 
as the ability to sell goods. WordPress is the 
grand supermarket of blogs, with millions of 
bloggers aboard. Other free blogging platforms 
include Blogger, Medium, and Tumblr. You can 
find plenty of others, but these four are known 
for their powerful communities and ease of use. 
       I launched my personal blog on WordPress. 
Within 45 minutes of learning the system, I had 
my first blog go live. Within eight months, I had 
more than 2,500 visitors and 5,000 page views. 
I spent a bit of time each day reaching out to 
grab readers, and I posted three times per week. 
Not a huge amount of work. 
 

 You get practice writing on a regular sched-
ule. Nothing improves your writing skills like 
writing. A blog is a commitment to a schedule 
to produce work that you’re willing to share 
with the world. Once you get on a regular 
schedule, you’ll see improvements in your abil-

ity to connect with readers. Comments from 
those readers will let you know when you’re 
connecting and when you’re not. It’s a wonder-
ful feedback loop. 

 

 You can test out writing ideas. Blogging gets 
fun when you start taking changes with your 
writing. I went through one period when I tried 
to write spirituality posts in prose poetry form. 
I’m still not sure the attempt was a success, but 
it did prompt interesting comments from read-
ers. The ability to stretch your own writing lim-
its may be the most valuable aspect of blogging. 
Where else can you try out new writing wings 
in front of regular readers? 

 

 You can build an audience for a book. My 
primary goal in starting a spirituality blog was 
to attract sufficient readers to bolster my pitch 
to do a book the subject. Publishers and agents 
love it when you have built-in readers. The 
posts themselves – I did about 200 – can be-
come the source material for your book. The 
experiment worked. A found an appropriate 
agent who was interested in seeing my book 
proposal. 

 

 

 You can promote your books. I launched my 
first blog – an offshoot of my newspaper col-
umn – for the express purpose of promoting my 
books. I was promoting five books I had written 
on various aspects of home-business and inter-
net enterprise. I needed to reach potential book 
buyers. So, I wrote a column for the late-great 
Albuquerque Tribune, and used the column as a 
blog that I sold or gave away to a few dozen 
entrepreneurial websites. At the end of each col-
umn was a blurb promoting one of my books. I  



6 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * July 2017 

 

 

If you want to be found…. 

       stand where the seeker seeks. 

--Sidney Lanier  

Why Start a Blog?  (Cont) 

 

 

did that for six years – that’s a lot of readers look-
ing at the blurb over many, many, many weeks. 
That’s a form self-promotion I got paid to write. 

 

 You can promote a business. If you run a busi-
ness, a blog can work wonderfully as a promotion 
tool. Major companies such as Google, Microsoft, 
and Facebook regularly blog to keep their commu-
nities in the loop about new features and products. 
Consultants – from therapists to yoga teachers – 
use blogs to teach their client communities. Many 
authors set up their blogs to accept PayPal and 
credit cards to sell their books directly from their 
blog sites. 

  

   While there are a ton of ways to promote a business 
through a blog, the essential value of a blog is the abil-
ity to connect with readers who have a deep interest in 
your subject. Through that connectivity, you can com-
municate the benefits of your services or products. 
And you can build credibility simply by sharing your 
knowledge. 

   Beyond all those reasons, you get to connect with 
people all over the globe. Some of my dearest readers 
were scattered in faraway places such as Sweden, Aus-
tralia, and India. All we had in common was an interest 
in the subject and the shared ability to read and write 
in English. It’s like having thousands of pen pals. 

 

  Rob Spiegel is an award-
winning journalist employed 
as a senior editor at Design 
News, an international trade 
magazine. He began blog-
ging in 1998. He has blogged 
for a half-dozen national 
magazines over the years. He 
currently blogs for Design 
News as well a writing a per-
sonal blog on spirituality. He 
teaches blogging through the 
Osher program at UNM 

Continuing Education.  

Check out Rob’s Blog:  https://robspiegel.me/ 

The Secrets to Getting Published:  

                     SWW Novel Conference 

Coming October 28th  

Here’s a day-long program that is designed to walk 

you through all the stages of writing your novel 

and getting it published. This same set of steps ap-

plies to memoir or creative non-fiction – any book 

that tells a story. 

We will present this roadmap to building a novel in 

six sessions: 

What’s your story? This looks at the process if 

finding the story you want to tell. How do 

you determine if this is the right story for 

you? 

The plot that sells. This session show you how 

to outline a plot that builds interest ande 

tension from beginning to end. 

Character and dialog. Learn how to introduce 

your characters and get reader buy-in 

through authentic and gripping dialog. 

The place as character. Setting is critical. Tony 

Hillerman knew this, as did the writers of 

Breaking Bad where Albuquerque itself 

became a character.  

Revision as polish. Ok, you have your story, 

your plot and character and your setting. 

Now let’s rewrite and revise to perfection. 

Finding a publisher. Should you go agent or 

straight to an editor? Here’s the step-by-

step process of grabbing the interest of the 

publishing world. 

WITH NANOWRIMO JUST AROUND THE CORNER, 

BE SURE TO STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION 

ON THIS TIMELY AND EXCITING CONFERENCE! 

https://robspiegel.me/
https://robspiegel.me/
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We Want Your Opinion! 

 

   Your Board of Directors needs your advice and opinions about  the direction we need to go to give  

our members what they need to succeed.  A lot of effort is put into keeping SWW moving forward - and we want to 

spend our energy wisely. 

    Help us determine the value  of our actions and give us your take on how best to proceed by filling in this survey and 

turning it into the board at the next meeting, or copy the page and email it to swwsage@swcp.com. 

Approximately how many meetings do you attend per year?      Saturday morning________    Tuesday eve__________ 

What parts of the meetings do you enjoy? (Check all that apply) 

___Successes/Announcements   _____Food     _____Speakers    _____raffle    _____Powerpoint       

Do you read the Sage?     Yes      No 

If the Sage was printed, would you pay annually for a subscription?      Yes    No 

How often do you go to the website monthly?  _______    

Have you created a page on the website for yourself and your writing?       Yes      No 

Have you gone to YouTube to see the recordings made of SWW speakers?    Yes          No 

Do you like the meeting space?   Yes   No    Comments:_______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Thinking about the meetings you’ve attended, what speaker(s) or topics were memorable enough that you 

can name them here and did you enjoy them? 

___________________________________       ____________________________________ 

__________________________________         ____________________________________ 

___________________________________       ____________________________________ 

What Genres do you write in?  Check all that apply.    If not below add here:_________________________________ 

_____Mystery    ______Adventure         _____SciFi              _____Romance        _____Erotic        _____How To 

_____Detective      ______Humor               _____Poetry            _____Historical Fiction      ____Historical Non-Fiction 

_____Children       ______Young Adult     ______Self Help    ______Spiritual      ______Religious      

 

Do you write, or want to write: 

_______Short Stories     ______Articles      ______Essays     ________Novels   _____Other:    

 

What else would you like to see offered by SWW?:_____________________________________________________ 

Please turn this into the registration table at the next SWW meeting you attend in July, or copy the above and email to 

swwsage@swcp.com.  
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The Storyteller’s Anthology   
is available to order 
in paperback on Am-
azon. A great addi-
tion to any library, it 
exemplifies the di-
versity of talent we 
bring to the literary 
world. Please consid-
er leaving a positive 
comment on the Re-
view page with a 5-
star rating to en-
hance salability of 
this excellent exam-
ple of  outstanding 
authorship by mem-

bers of SouthWest Writers!    

N M  B O O K  C O O P  S E T S  

S P E C I A L  M E E T I N G  

A B O U T  U N M  P R E S S  F O R  

M O N D A Y  J U L Y  2 4  
 

As a result of the administrative reorganization taking 

place at UNM Press, the New Mexico Book Co-op 

will be having a fact-finding lunch with the Interim 

Provost of UNM Dr. Craig White and Dean Dr. Rich-

ard Clement of UNM Libraries who is scheduled to 

take over as administrative contact for UNM Press 

this summer. NM Book Co-op has requested that the 

new Director of UNM Press also be present since the 

last day for the current Director of UNM Press, John 

Byram, is July 25. It is unknown who the new Direc-

tor of UNM Press will be. Dean Clement was in-

volved with the decision to outsource the Utah State 

University Press to the University Press of Colorado 

in 2012. 

The NM Book Co-op is interested in the future of 

UNM Press because it is the largest publisher in New 

Mexico and rumors about the future of UNM Press 

have been circulating for months. This is a chance to 

hear what the actual plan for UNM Press is. Already 

eight UNM Press staff members have been terminat-

ed/forced to retire/resigned or had their contracts not 

renewed. At least two other UNM Press staffers are 

slated to retire soon. 

The lunch is a result of a letter sent to Interim Presi-

dent of UNM Abdallah. The letter raised many ques-

tions but to date none has been answered. Ques-

tions have included: the location of the UNM Press 

offices/staff; all UNM Press books will be sent out of 

New Mexico making them more costly for stores and 

authors; the UNM Press warehouse will be given to 

UNM Library and renovated as a climate controlled 

storage space costing thousand to millions of dollars; 

the future and projected costs for presses distributed 

by UNM Press; the name of the New Director of 

UNM Press; questionable attempted layoffs of UNM 

Press staffers; the status of contracted UNM Press 

books; consultant’s reports not followed; the cost to 

UNM for the consultant’s reports; the royalty re-

porting under existing contracts for UNM Press au-

thors; and the new mission of UNM Press. Interim 

Provost White was unable to meet with the NM 

Book Co-op in June because of his UNM trip to 

China to recruit potential students for UNM. 

The lunch is open to the public. It will be held at 

Golden Corral on San Mateo near Cliff’s on Mon-

day, July 24. Because Golden Corral is a restau-

rant, all attendees are required to pay for lunch 

(about $10) and because the meeting will be well 

attended, it is suggested that everyone come 

well before noon to get a seat and eat. Due to 

anticipated attendance at this special meeting, 

there may be provision for standing room only.  

Reprinted with permission from the NM Book Coop 

news-emails.  
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 -  Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 -  Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

Websites for Writers 

by Loretta Hall 

 
4 two-hour sessions 
Sunday afternoons, 2:00-4:00 
July 16, 23, 30 and August 6 
$69 SWW Members; $74 Osher 
Members; $79 Non-Members 
 
In this eight-hour series, you will 
learn how to design a website that 
will be attractive and effective. 
Topics include domain names, 
website design concepts, hosting 

options, search engine rankings, and inexpensive (or 
free) site-building software. We will explore options 
for creating and maintaining your own website without 
knowing any programming language. Using the types 
of template-based programs and reliable but inexpen-
sive hosts we will discuss, the cost of your site can 
range from $0 to about $10 per month. If you decide to 
have someone build your site for you, this class will 
prepare you to talk knowledgeably with that person 
about what you want. In-class demonstrations and take-
home exercises will get you started establishing (or 
improving) your Internet presence. 
 
Bio: Loretta Hall currently maintains five websites of 
her own creation. The oldest one, which she built in 
2004, has received multiple awards and earned her the 
title of Female Architectural Author of the Year in 
2016 by Build magazine. Loretta describes herself as 
computer literate but not a programmer. She is a for-
mer board member of Southwest Writers and winner of 
the 2007 Parris Award. In 2016, she was named Com-
municator of Achievement by the National Federation 
of Press Women. 

LERA Offers  

Workshop on Newsletter Writing 

 

    The Land of Enchantment Romance Au-
thors group  is having an all-day workshop on 
July 8 featuring and  Author Newsletter Master 
Class with Erica Ridley. 

Erica Ridley is a USA Today and 
New York Times best-selling au-
thor of  historical romance nov-
els. When not reading or writing 
romances, Erica can be found 
riding camels in Africa, zip-lining 
through rainforests  in Costa Ri-
ca, or getting hopelessly lost in the middle of 
Budapest. 

Erica is passionate about giving her 22,000+ 
newsletter subscribers a reason to open and 
click every single time. Happy readers are the 
key to success! 

     Whether you’re just starting out or already 
have tens of thousands of  eager fans, this in-
depth workshop will help you attract more 
newsletter subscribers and increase engage-
ment with existing readers. 

     This program will be free for LERA mem-
bers and 40$ for non-members.  This will be 
an all day event at the CNM Montoya Cam-
pus,  4700 Morris St. NE Building H room 126.  

     For more information leranm.com http://
leranm.com 

http://leranm.com
http://leranm.com
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Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days 
before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, 
participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 
hours, participant receives no refund for the class. For mul-
ti-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. 
We pay our instructors based on how many students en-
roll, so you are part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as 
detailed above. 

Send your successes and announcements 
to be posted on the SouthWest Writers Website 

swwsage@swcp.com. 

Upcoming SWW  

Workshops 

 
All workshops listed here take place after the Sat-

urday meetings from 12:30pm—2:30pm.  More 

information is available on the SWW website.  

 
♦◊♦◊♦ 

 

Saturday July 1st 

Powerful Prose 

    Perfect Your Narrative Style 

Presented by Kirk Hickman 

 

 

♦◊♦◊♦ 

Saturday, August 5th 

 

HOW TO MAKE  

CHARACTERS COME 
ALIVE! 

Presented by Jodi Thomas 

More details on these workshops is available on 
the SWW website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Speakers and Topics for 

Upcoming SWW Meetings 
 

  
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

 

Saturday, July 1, 10am-Noon 

 Jeffe Kennedy 

 Friends and Enemies: How to Talk to and Deal with 
Agents and Editors 

 

 Tuesday, July 18, 7pm-9pm 

 Julie Dunlop  

 Healing Writing with Ayurveda 

 

Saturday, August 5, 10:00am-Noon 

 Jodi Thomas 

 Secrets of a Successful Writer 

 

Tuesday, August 15, 7pm-9pm 

 Christina Squire 

 “And then the Murders Began” 

 

Saturday Sept 2 10am-noon 

 Kimberly Little 

 Topic TBD 

 

Saturday, Oct 7 10am-noon 

 Betsy James 

 Thought Experiments:  

 Science Fiction, Fantasy, & the Secret Life of  

       Your Brain 

 

 

More information available on the SWW website:  
www.southwestwriters.com 

 

 Latest YouTube Video: 

 

June 20 , 2017 - Jonathon Miller - How to Write 

a Memoir and Not Get Sued.  

A list of speakers and their topics recorded for 

YouTube is available at the bottom of the SWW 

website Home page  

http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
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SWW is on YOUTUBE! 

Enjoy SWW Meetings Anytime, Anywhere with Our YouTube Channel! 
Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting you wanted to attend? Do you ever wish you could go 

back and listen to your favorite speaker again? Are you a devoted member who just can’t make it to Albuquer-
que twice a month?  

If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy to hear that we now record our meetings and put 
them on YouTube for you to enjoy—for free! 

All you need is internet access. Your first step will be to get to the YouTube 
homepage (www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the search box at the 
top and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll get a page with search results, 
some of which will be recordings of past meetings, and one of which will be 
the channel itself. The channel will have the SWW pen logo.  

Click on that, and you’ll get to the SouthWest Writers YouTube homepage.  

World-Building:   
Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Worlds on the Bias 
 
Presented by Betsy James 

6-Week Writing Challenge 

In the dark of the year, it’s time to make the invisible visible, the incredible credible. Fan-
tasy and science fiction—the “what-if?” genres, known collectively as “speculative fic-
tion”—are worlds built by and for those parts of ourselves for which reality feels too lim-
ited. Come learn the basics of designing believable fictional worlds! Entertaining, profes-
sional sessions will get you thinking, critiquing, and working like a writer. In 6 weekly as-
signments of 1000 words or less you’ll explore quirks and craft, learn respectful peer cri-

tique, and develop writerly camaraderie with an assortment of fellow visionaries—who may become your 
support system, because you’ll also learn how to conduct your own critique group. 

 Register early! Class limited to 10 students. 

SWW Members: $240 ● Osher Members: $250   Non-members: $290 

Tuesdays, 5:45 pm – 7:45 pm  — October 24, 31, and November 7, 14, 24, 28 
Location: SWW Office Conference Room 3200 Carlisle NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM 87110 

Register online at SouthWestWriters.com, 

by phone (505-830-6034), or at any SWW meeting. 

Betsy James is the author and illustrator of 17 books for adults and children. Among oth-

er honors, her books have been named: Locus Magazine Recommended Reading 2016, 

New York Public Library Best Book for Teens, Voices of Youth Advocates Best Book, 

Junior Library Guild Selection, Canadian Children’s Book Center Best Book, Interna-

tional Reading Association Children’s Choice, and Tiptree Award Honor Book. She 

teaches speculative fiction in UNM’s Honors College and leads workshops nationally 

and internationally. She lives in the North Valley.  Visit her at http://

www.listeningatthegate.com.    Her most recent fantasy, Roadsouls, is available from Ama-

zon and/or http://www.aqueductpress.com 
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Winners will be announced at the 2017 Albuquerque Museum Author Festival at 3:00 p.m. on November 11. Win-

ning entries will be read by the respective authors at this awards ceremony NOTE: Participants in the author fes-

tival are not eligible to enter the writing contest. 

 

Submission Guidelines – Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Submit the first four pages (1,000 words max, double-spaced) of an unpublished work or a work in progress. 

Must be written in English. 

Limit one submission per category per person. 

Cover page includes the Title of the Piece, Your Name, Email Address, Mailing Address, & Phone number where you 

can be reached. All other pages should be Numbered and include the Title only. 

Submission Deadline: August 31, 2017 

Email Submission(s) to abqauthorfest@gmail.com. Use Subject line Abq Author Fest Writing Contest 

For more information email: abqauthorfest@gmail.com 

 

ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM 

2000 Mountain Road NW Albuquerque, NM 87104 

 
 

2017 Writing Contests 
We are looking for your best unpublished works of Fiction and Non-Fiction. Submit a piece you are currently working 

on or polish a finished piece. The contests are open to all New Mexico residents. 

David Morrell Prize for Fiction 
Winner of the Fiction Prize Receives: 

Lunch and conversation with a well- known, local, award winning, published fiction author 

Signed copy of the author’s latest book 

 

Lesley Poling-Kempes Prize for Non-Fiction 
Winner of the Non-Fiction Prize Receives: 

Lunch and conversation with a well- known, local, award winning, published non-fiction author 

mailto:abqauthorfest@gmail.com
mailto:abqauthorfest@gmail.com
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SouthWest Writers    6/30/17 
 

 Jan-June  Annual Budget 

 2017  2017 

Program    

Income     

Membership Dues  $            10,575.00    $            24,400.00  

    

Conference Income  $              2,149.00    $              8,000.00  

Conference Expense (530.00)  (2,300.00) 

  Net Income (Loss)  $              1,619.00    $              5,700.00  

    

Contest Income $10.00   $0.00  

Contest Expenses (100.00)  0.00  

  Net Income (Loss) ($90.00)  $0.00  

    

Class & Workshop 
Income  $              3,371.00    $              8,400.00  

Class & Work-
shopExpensee (1,726.80)  (5,250.00) 

  Net  Income (loss)  $              1,644.20    $              3,150.00  

    
Critique Service In-
come  $              1,013.50    $                  250.00  

Critique Service Ex-
pense (381.00)  (185.00) 

  Net Income (Loss)  $                  632.50    $                    65.00  

    
SWW Anthology 
Sales  $                    10.00    $                  100.00  

SWW Anthology 
Expense 0.00   (50.00) 

  Net Income (Loss)  $                    10.00    $                    50.00  

    

Sage Advertising  $                    90.00    $                           -    

Website Link  $                    37.00    $                    10.00  

Donations  $                  585.41    $                  600.00  

Amazon Referal  $                    10.31    $                           -    

Interest Income  $                    60.60    $                  200.00  

    

  Total Net Income  $      15,174.02     $      34,175.00  

Member Svcs Expense:    

Meeting Supplies Expense 
 $                  
136.44   

 $                  
200.00  

Meeting Honoraria 1050.00  $1,725.00  

Meeting Room Rental Ex-
pense 1,162.50   $2,175.00  
Internet/Website Expense 0.00   100.00  

Credit Card/Paypal/Bank 
Fees 514.90   1,300.00  

Printing 146.26   280.00  

Postage 0.00   150.00  

Marketing 0.00   0.00  

Sponsored Contest 50.00   50.00  

  Sub-total Member Services 
Exp 

 $              
3,060.10   

 $              
5,980.00  

    

General Office Expense:    

Wages 
 $              
5,526.00   

 $            
11,000.00  

Payroll Taxes 422.73   850.00  

Workers Comp Insurance 186.27   350.00  

Rent/Keys 3,900.00   7,800.00  

Board Expense 89.82   100.00  

Bank Fees 0.00   10.00  
Website Hosting Fees 110.00   200.00  

Internet Provider 101.70   170.00  

Dues & Subscriptions 0.00   0.00  

Equipment & Software 100.00   50.00  

D&O Liability Insurance 1,070.98   1,950.00  

Office Insurance 237.48   400.00  

Licenses & Fees 0.00   0.00  

Outside Service-Tax/
Accounting 318.28   400.00  
Outside Service-Other 1,888.00   4,500.00  

Postage 114.45   70.00  

Printing/Faxes 0.35   120.00  

Repairs & Maintenance 0.00   50.00  

Office Supplies 175.65   50.00  
Corporate Taxes 0.00   50.00  

Sub total Office Expense 
 $            
14,241.71   

 $            
28,120.00  

    

  Total Expense 
 $            
17,301.81   

 $            
34,100.00  

    

  Total Income (Loss) 

 $             
(2,127.79)  

 $                    
75.00  
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501

(c)(3) organization. 

2017  Board of Directors 

 
President: Sarah H. Baker                sbaker46@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: Rob Spiegel             robspiegel@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner    swwtreasurer@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Jim Tritten        jimtritten@comcast.net 
 
Website/Sage Rose Marie Kern        swwsage@swcp.com 
 
Social Media: Kimberly Mitchell    swwpublicrelations@gmail.com   
 
Office Manager: Larry Greenly     swwriters@juno.com 
 
Publicity: Robert Staub                   bronxbeachclub@yahoo.com 
 
Joanne Bodin                                     jsbodin@msn.com 
 
Don DeNoon                                           abqpoet@gmail.com 
 
Sam Moorman                                       sammoorman@ekit.com 
 
Dennis Kastendiek                            dwjkas@yahoo.com 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114   

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034    e 

-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2017 by author. Facts, 
views and opinions expressed are those of the 

authors and do not necessarily reflect the view-
points or opinions of SouthWest Writers. SWW 
does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, 
and publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email or in a Word document with Times New Roman 
or Calibri font in  12pt. size.  Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it 
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW of-
fice at 505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: 
sign up at SWW meetings or register 
online at www.southwestwriters.com 

 

Member meetings are held on the 1st Satur-
day of the month from 10am to noon, and on 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  
There are nearly 350 members, all of whom 
are encouraged to come together in celebra-
tion of the art of writing. At each meeting, 
many members announce their recent suc-
cesses and have an opportunity to network 
with other writers.   Most meetings feature 
prominent speakers  who bring their exper-
tise in the arts of writing, publication, edit-
ing, and many other topics of interest to 
those in the profession.   
 Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an 
additional workshop session is held to pro-
vide members with training in a variety of 
areas.  
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