
 

October 2014   Vol. 30, No. 10 

The Voice of SouthWest WritersThe Voice of SouthWest Writers  

Make YOUR Voice Heard! 

     Vote for the new SWW Board at the  

October 4th meeting 
 

   Candidates for 2015 Executive Officers for the 

SWW Board of Directors were introduced during the 

past few weeks, both here and in person at our Sep-

tember meetings.   Be sure to attend the Saturday, 

Oct. 4th meeting so you can help elect the candidates 

of your choice. You must be present to vote!   
 

  Once membership has been verified, ballots will be 

given to those members attending that meeting. Com-

pleted ballots must be placed in the official ballot box 

by the end of the networking break, which is before 

the guest speaker’s presentation. The winners—who 

will become executive officers of the 2015 Board—

will be announced by the end of the meeting  
 

   The Candidates Bios and thoughts were featured 
in the last two issues of the Sage which are availa-
ble online if you want to read more about them.  

Andy Mayo                               Candidates for President:                                  Rob Spiegel 

 

     Vice President 

 

 

 

    

   Peggy Herrington 

 

 

 

 

     Bob Gassaway 

 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Edith Greenly 

 

 

 

 

Dino Leyba 

Secretary 
(Running unopposed) 

Kathy Wagoner 
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 Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers 
Individual: $70 ($65 renewal if paid two months in advance)  

Student: 18 and over, $40; under 18, $25   
Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75, Lifetime Membership: $750 

Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com 
Join us first Saturday, 10 am-Noon and third Tuesday, 7-9 pm 

New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico 

President’s Letter   by Lee Higbie 

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page requests every month. 
 

Business card size: $20     1/4 page, vertical: $40    1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 

 
Deadline: 1st of each month for the following month.  

Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

   I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

Lee 

1.    Board Vote Oct 4 

2  The President’s Letter 

3  SWW and Sage Information 

4.   Critique Groups  

4.    Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

5 Upcoming Speakers for SWW meetings 
6.   Member Successes    

7 Brown Bag Sessions Upcoming  

8    A Fit of Shameless Nostalgia-James 

8    Trick or Treat-Herrington 

9   Upcoming Workshops   

10 More Workshops   

11 Comment on Contest & Ceremony 

         -Thompson 

12    Finding the Fight and Fun in Your 

         Work—Burr  

13    Social Media Workshop   

14   Balloon Museum Book Fair   

14  SWW Critique Services   

15  Announcements  

15   Halloween Triolet—Yen 

16  Fools Paradise—Dorsey  

1 6   Sage Writing Challenge  

17 SWW Balance Sheet 

18 2014 Student Application 

     It is now almost a year since the current Board was constituted; an event that naturally encour-

ages reflection on accomplishments and things left to do. It is also worth documenting our actions so 

our membership and the incoming Board have a record to avoid duplication.  

     Before our term began, the Board had a “visioning session” with facilitator Sarah Baker to make 

sure that we had a clear course that would benefit members. The direction of SWW did not change, 

but we all came from the meetings with a clearer sense of how to help SWW. The general directions 

were quite similar to those expressed by all the candidates for the 2015 Executive Board.  

Vice President Robin Kalinich did a wonderful job of selecting speakers for this year, bringing many new voices 

to our podium. When the crush of personal and day-job work pushed her to back away from SWW, Peg Herrington 

picked up the threads to keep us moving along. Most people agree that our speakers have been entertaining and many 

are new, even to very long-time members. 

Our treasurer, Dino Leyba, has been scouring financial and tax documents. Unfortunately, many errors and omis-

sions have been found. So, like the flood year, we find ourselves in the position of cleaning up.   Dino has instituted 

some financial controls so everyone can see that no money is misdirected or misused.  Dino and Vice President Andy 

Mayo also created a membership packet that is delivered to new members as they join.  

A number of outreach programs have been started, ones that we hope will increase membership. Peg Herrington 

brought the Anthology into existence and Literacy Alive, a program that encourages reading and writing in schools, to 

Albuquerque. 

The Brown Bag Sessions were started to provide brief detailed information on craft, the business of writing, and 

other specifics of interest to writers.  

The biggest problem that I see, one that seems to initiate all of the major problems we’ve had, requires a change in 

the SWW by-laws—we need more continuity. Too much of our institutional memory is whispered, sporadic and un-

reliable.    I suggest we consider increasing the term of directors and automatically making past officers members of 

the Board.  More cross communication from old board to new board is needed, and only greater openness can accom-

plish that.  
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SouthWest Sage 
Published monthly by the Board of Directors 

of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, 

tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

Subscription is a benefit of membership. 

President   Lee Higbie 
 Lee@Seki.com  
Vice-President   Peggy Herrington 
 swwvicepresident@gmail.com 
Secretary   Andy Mayo 
 swwSecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer   Dino Leyba 
 DLeyba@asrt.org 
Class & Workshop Coordinator 
  swwClasses@gmail.com 
Contest Chair   Andy Mayo 
 swwContest@gmail.com 
Fundraising   Peggy Herrington 
 peg@msn.com  
Class Coordinator Larry Greenly 
 swwriters@juno.com  
Member-at-Large   Bob Kidera 
 bkidera@comcast.net  
Membership   Cynthia Boyd 
 St.Boyd@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor  
 Rose Marie Kern 
 swwSage@swcp.com  
Public Relations   Unfilled 
Volunteer Coordinator   Betty Higbie 
 Betty@Seki.com  
Co-Webmasters 
   Kathy Kitts    
             kkitts@kkitts.net  
   Kathy Wagoner  
             justwritesww@gmail.com 
 
AV/Slideshow   Kimberly Mitchell 
 KimberlyMitchell56@gmail.com  
E-lert Mistress   Gail Rubin 
 Gail_Rubin@comcast.net  

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034 

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2014 by author. 
Facts, views and opinions expressed 
are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the viewpoints 
or opinions of SouthWest Writers. 

SWW does not necessarily 
endorse the advertisers. 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out 
to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, 
participant receives no refund or class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you 
receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are 
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing 
on all aspects of researching, writing, and publishing any genre. See past 
issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 
the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be 
edited for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submisstions as either standard text in an email or in a 
word document with  Times New Roman or calibri font in  11pt. Size.  Do 
not get fancy with any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me 
to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, 
swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 

Monthly Meetings 

are held at 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
5540 Eubank NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87111 
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meetings or register 
online at www.southwestwriters.com. 

 Meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10am to noon, 
and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  All  SWW members  
are encouraged to come together in celebration of the art of writing.  Each 
meeting many members announce their recent successes and have an op-
portunity to network with other writers.   Most meetings feature promi-
nent speakers  who bring their expertise in the arts of writing, publica-
tion, editing, and many other topics of interest to those in the profession.   

 After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag session is held 
to provide members with training in a variety of areas.  

Members may attend all sessions free of charge, visitors  are charged 
$10 per meeting.  
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The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters in 
Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, police briefing 
room at James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Substation. 
www.croak-and-dagger.com/ 
 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek mod-
erate, all genres welcome. North Domingo Baca Multigenera-
tional Center, Room 1, 2nd floor. Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm. 
Contact Dennis: dwjkas@yahoo.com 
 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique group 
meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, San Mateo and Co-
manche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . Bring five copies of five pages, 
double-spaced, to share. 

 

 

Duke City Screenwriters: 

Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!  Contact 

Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or Marc Calderwood: 

marccalderwood@hotmail.com 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustra-
tors: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm, Alamosa Books. 
Short workshops/discussions. Pre-schmooze dinner, Flying 
Star,  Wyoming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwi-
nm.org 

Writers2Writers meets the 2nd Monday each month, 6:30-
7:30 pm, Hastings Café, NE corner of Coors and Montano. 
Monthly speakers. All genres are welcome. Contact 
FAAiken@aol.com 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, en-
ke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month,  
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time  
 
Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 
 
Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to:  
Cosmic_Connections_SF_Critique_ 
Group@yahoogroups.com 
 
Suspense/Mystery 
Olive Balla is looking for form a critique group for fiction. 
Her genre is suspense/mystery, and she would like to 
meet once or twice per month in Los Lunas, or within a 
fifteen mile radius. If this sounds interesting please con-
tact her directly. Email: ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 865-
5315 (Landline) (505) 550-0011 (Cell)  
 
Mixed genre   
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is looking 
for two energetic members.  We meet in members’ 
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested 
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com.  Include a 1 page 
sample of your writing.  

Critique Groups 

Looking For a Critique Group?  
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the 
following information and we’ll publish your re-
quest:  
Name, email address, phone number, genre prefer-
ence, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights, near 
UNM, etc.),preference for frequency of meetings, pre-
ferred day of the week. 

All Genre’s 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek moder-

ate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 

2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis, dwjkas@yahoo.com 

Children’s/MG/YA 

Erna Fergusson Library 3rd Saturday every month, 12:00-2:00 

pm. To share, bring 5 copies of 5 pages max., double-spaced 

Genre, Novel Length 

2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm   Reviewing ready-to-query 

novels   Lee, Lee@seki.com 

Mainstream Fiction 

Online Critique Group  Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 

Screenwriting 

Duke City Screenwriters  Every other Thursday 6-9:00 pm 

Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com 

or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com 

Nonfiction 

The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every other 

Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns hosting 

Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or gail@AGoodGoodbye.com 

http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:Lee@seki.com
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
mailto:gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
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Guest Speakers and Topics  at SWW Meetings 
Members are free, Guests $10 

Saturday, October 4th, 2014 

David Edgerley Gates  

                                                  How to Write Short Stories  

                                                   (Not that I know the secret) 

 

Short form vs. long? Genre vs. literary? I’ll say some-

thing brief about what I'm working on and then throw it 

open to questions. I'll bring along some back issues of 

ALFRED HITCHCOCK my stories have come out in, 

not for sale, necessarily, but to give away to interested 

readers. The latest is "Stir Crazy," loosely based on the 

New Mexico penitentiary riot.  

David Edgerley Gates lives in Santa Fe, author of the 

Placido Geist bounty hunter stories, a series of noir 

Westerns, he's a past nominee for the Edgar, the Sha-

mus, the Derringer, and the International Thriller Writ-

ers award, and has appeared in Best American Mystery 

Stories, as well as other anthologies. His most recent 

novel, Black Traffic, is a Cold War spy thriller. Visit his 

website at www.DavidEdgerleyGates.com 

Tuesday, October 21, 2014 

Johnny Boggs 

Inspiration: Finding Your  

M.O./Muse/Mojo/Magic/Motivation 

(Nonfiction) 

If anyone tells you writing is easy, 

don't believe it for one second. It's hard, frustrating, and the 

act of someone who is insane. So where do you find ideas 

and inspiration for that nonfiction book/novel/short story/

magazine article/poem/screenplay—without forcing 

your significant other to have you committed? 

Praised by Booklist magazine as “among the best western 

writers at work today,” Johnny D. Boggs has won both the 

Western Heritage Wrangler Award and Spur Award for his 

fiction. His nonfiction books include Billy the Kid on Film, 

1911-2012; Jesse James and the Movies; Great Murder Tri-

als of the Old West; and That Terrible Texas Weather. He has 

written for more than 50 newspapers and magazines, and is a 

frequent contributor to True West, Wild West and Western 

Art & Architecture. Past president of Western Writers of 

America, Boggs lives in Santa Fe with his wife and son. Visit 

www.johnnydboggs.com for more. 

 Tuesday, November 18 •                     

“Are We There Yet?” 

        Sarah H. Baker 

When someone asks you what 

you do, when are you allowed to 

tell them you’re a writer? Is there 

some magic point in your career 

that makes you a professional? 

 

Join Sarah H. Baker, author of 20 published novels 

and more than a dozen shorter works, for a lively dis-

cussion of what makes a writer “professional.” Sarah 

will share her experiences from thirteen years as a pub-

lished author and talk about some of the lessons she has 

learned from other writers along the way. 

Saturday, December 6 

Robin Cutler 
 

Independent Publishing 101:   

What You Need to Know to Be 

Successful at Publishing Your 

Own Work 
 

Are you an independent publisher 

looking for a comprehensive and relevant roadmap to follow 

to bring your book idea to life? Are you looking for an easy-

to-use, proven publishing solution that’s low cost and pro-

vides worldwide physical and digital distribution? In this 

how-to workshop, industry veteran Robin Cutler will drill 

down to the basics about book publishing and provide an 

overview of IngramSpark, the newest tool available to pub-

lishers to help bring books to market. 

Robin Cutler is Independent Publisher Manager at In-

gramSpark where she leads a team assisting independent 

publishers in making their content available to retail partners 

throughout the world. 

http://www.johnnydboggs.com
http://www.southwestwriters.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Sarah-Baker-1200_2.jpg
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Member Successes 

Anthology and SWW Members to be  

Honored at NM Book Awards 

 
     Congratulations to the talented authors whose books 

were announced as Finalists in this popular annual con-

test sponsored by the New Mexico Book Co-op. SWW 

members who contributed to The Storyteller’s Anthology 

along with editor Peg Herrington and her team are to be 

lauded. Winners in all categories will be announced and 

feted at the Book Co-op’s Awards Banquet Friday even-

ing, Nov. 21, at the Hotel Albuquerque in Old Town. Join 

the fun! 

   Our hats are off and congratulations extended to these 

fabulous SouthWest Writers! 

 

 Herrington, Peggy (Albuquerque, NM)  

            The Storyteller’s Anthology Southwest Writers 
 Hall, Loretta (Albuquerque)   Space Pioneers 

 Greenly, Larry (Albuquerque, NM)  Eugene Bullard 

 Groves, Melody (Albuquerque, NM)   

             Butterfield’s ByWay 

 Burr, Sherri (Albuquerque, NM) A Short & Happy 

Guide to Financial Well-Being 

 Hoover, Sandi et al (Corrales, NM)  

            Corrales Writing Group 2013 Anthology 

 Dell’Amore, Alexandra (Albuquerque, NM)  

             Hush Hush and Other Veneers 

 Calvert, Ellen Hasenecz (Santa Fe, NM)  

             Nine Goldfish in David’s Pond 

 Libman, Norma (Placitas, NM) Lonely River Village 

 Badal, Joseph (Sanda Park, NM) Ultimate Betrayal 

 Colenda, Brinn (Angel Fire, NM) Chita Quest 

 Boggio, Sue & Mare Pearl (Albuquerque, NM)  

                  Sunlight & Shadow 

 Jones, Scott Archer (Angel Fire, NM)  

               Jupiter & Gilgamesh 

 Getchell, Kevin (Rio Rancho, NM)  

                Scapegoat of Shiloh 

 Coates, Karen (Peralta, NM) Eternal Harvest 

 Hal Simmons (Albuquerque, NM) Out of Sight 

 Herrera, Lydia (Albuquerque, NM)  

                Help! My Child is ADHD 

 Severino, Sally (Rio Rancho, NM)  

                Behold Our Moral Body 

 Coates, Karen (Peralta, NM) This Way More Better 

 Rucobo, Bonnie (Albuquerque, NM)  

                King Pachuco and Princess Mirasol-The Sequel 

 

For more information go to: http://nmbookcoop.com/

BookAwards/2014-finalists/2014-finalists.html 

Gale O'Brien:  Won 2nd Place in the New Mexico Press 
Women Communications Contest, 2014, for Non-Fiction 
~ Biography or Autobiography, Transformation: Creating 
an Exceptional Life in the Face of Cancer. 

Nighthawk Press in Taos published Karen Glinski’s middle 
grade fiction book Stranded at Sheep Camp.  It's the first 
in a series of three, each one a stand alone book, for age 
group 8-12.  It can be purchased at Bookworks, Treasure 
House, Blue Portal, Page 1, Title Wave and three Hastings 
(Los Lunas, Fair Plaza and Wyoming. 

Terry Civello's short memoir story entitled "My Unibrow: 
Post-Traumatic-Tweezer-Disorder"  received Honorable 
Mention   and will be published in the 2014 OASIS Na-
tional Anthology.  

Peril in Paradise, a Kay Francis mys-
tery by Bryan Stoneburner  is set to 
be published October 21st.  This one 
takes place in Hollywood on the eve 
of the 1932 premiere of the film 
Trouble in Paradise.  Signed cop-
ies may be purchased from the au-
thor at reduced rates by emailing: 
bcstoneb444@gmail.com 

 

.Prudence Pursued 

by Shirley Raye Redmond 

Despite Prudence Pentyre’s 
best efforts, her cousin Marga-
ret proves reluctant to accept 
Sir James Brownell’s marriage 
proposal, and fears being 
“bovinised” if she undergoes 
the controversial cowpox vac-
cination he recommends. 
Then Prudence finds herself 
smitten with the dashing bar-
onet. What can she do?  

      Available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Smashwords 

Jim Tritten published     “At Last…”  All Gave Some: 
Military Writers Society of America 2014 Anthology, 
Bridgeville, PA, Red Engine Press, September 2014, pp. 
10-15. 

mailto:bcstoneb444@gmail.com


 SouthWestWriters.com * 7 

 

 

Member Book 

Find SouthWest 
Writers on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter 
@SW_Writers 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

Writing for Magazines,  

  “Finding the  

Journalist Within” 

 

Rose Marie Kern has 

monthly columns in 3 nation-

al and 6 regional publications, 

and although most of her work is in aviation, she 

has also had freelance articles accepted by such 

magazines as “Mother Earth News,” “Backwoods 

Home,” “Countryside” and “Solar Today” 

  During Rose’s Brown Bag Session following the 

meeting on October 4th, she will go over the  basics 

of identifying how to determine what types of arti-

cles you could consider writing and what kinds of 

magazines you can target. 

Brown Bag Session 

A Mother’s Story is an intimate 

portrait of family addiction. 

When Angie’s illness became 

apparent, Maggie jumped into a 

recovery program. The subse-

quent thirteen years have been a 

poignant redemption journey, as 

she has claimed recovery for her-

self even as her daughter strug-

gles.    “She shows us that in 

this illness, there is no sideline 

to stand on for observation. We 

are all within the circle, and we 

are each responsible for our 

own happiness.” Merimee Moffitt, Making Little 

Edens  Available at Amazon. 

Upcoming Brown Bag Session 

November 1st   —        NaNoWriMo! 
Join thousands of others as Kathy Kitts tells 
how they will write a whole book in a month! 

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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~ Writing Marathons ~ 

Two SWW members host an  
8-hour writing marathon 

on the last Sunday of every month, 2:00-10:00 
pm, at alternating locations. Email 

ktwag@msn.com or ruffwag3@earthlink.net. 

This Odd Calling: Creativity and the Writing Life 

by Betsy James 

A Fit of Shameless Nostalgia 

 

 Shhhhk, CHING!  

 As kids we had an old upright Remington on which 

we were allowed to batter at will. When you finished 

a page you held it up, blew hard, and the centers of all 

the Os floated away. 

 I knew a novelist who worked exclusively on 

Olivetti portables. He haunted yard sales for them. He 

liked to have a half dozen on hand because some-

times, frustrated with a plot point, he’d throw the ma-

chine out the window. 

 I typed my first novel on a portable manual. I had 

fingers like the Boston Strangler.  

 I typed the second on my dad’s ratty Smith-Corona 

electric. At the time I rented a tiny office in a bad 

neighborhood; I could always tell when there’d been 

a break-in, because the machine’s plastic cover would 

be on the floor. The machine itself was always un-

touched – you could hear the burglar say, “Nah.”  

 I don’t miss typewriters. Well, maybe that final 

flourish. CHING! 

END 
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Trick or Treat! 
By Peg Herrington      . 

   Mom had made me great Halloween costumes over the 

years and I thought my twin brothers should have costumes 

the first year they could understand Halloween—at least the 

part about getting candy.  

   Since my step-father was in the Navy we moved around 

often. The year I turned ten and my twin brothers were two, 

we were in Norfolk, Virginia. Albuquerque was our perma-

nent home. We planned to move here the following year, so I 

often talked about our Albuquerque home with my two-year-

old brothers, coaching them to say it. 

“Where will we take the boys to trick or treat?” I asked 

Mom. 

“We can visit the Schusters, next door,” she said. “And the 

Keys across the street.” 

“What should they wear?”  

“Well,” she said. “They could be ghosts in white sheets.”   

   I made a little face. 

“Okay,” she said. “Cowboy and Indian?” 

“Yes!” I replied. “Cowboys and Indians.” 

    I set about making a headband with feathers. Mom made a 

brown tunic and plaid shirt. Dad made a bow, and we found 

a plastic play set with a cowboy hat, gun belt and six-shooter 

at a second-hand store. 

   One day after the boys and I had practiced saying 

“Albuquerque home,” I realized they needed to know how to 

say “Trick or Treat,” too. Enunciating clearly, I leaned to-

ward them and said, “say ‘Trick or Treat.’” 

“Tik a tee,” Dale said in his high little voice. 

   I giggled. Davie scowled. 

“Come on,” I coached him. “Say ‘Trick or Treat.’” 

“T…t…” he said, frowning. 

“That’s good,” I said. “We’ll practice more tomorrow.”   

“You have to say it loud,” I told them the next day. “Trick or 

treat!” I yelled. 

   When they could kind of say it separately, we practiced 

chanting: “Trick or Treat! Trick or Treat!” It was a chal-

lenge.  

“You want candy, right?” I asked, smacking my lips. That 

did it. 

“Tik a tee,” they chirped, almost together. We all laughed. 

   At last, the big day arrived. But Davie, the Indian, coveted 

the six-shooter and Dale, the cowboy, wanted the feathered 

headband. As we approached the Schusters’ front door, they 

switched.  

    Whispering last minute encouragement, Mom and I 

nudged them onto the doorstep, rang the bell, and stepped 

back. Moments later, Mrs. Schuster opened the door. 

   The boys glanced at each other and, in perfect unison, two 

little voices cried out: “Albuquerque Home!” 
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An Introduction to  

Crime Scene Investigation for Writers 
  

A Half-Day Workshop with  

Debra Falcon 

  

This workshop will provide a wealth of useful details and inspiration, 

while increasing authenticity and accuracy in mystery or crime writing. 

You will see how it is done, with hands-on activities, while having a lot of 

fun! Handicapped writers are welcome. 

 

 Intro: Purpose and practice of evidence collection, featuring an actual 

mock crime scene. 

        Crime Scene Procedures for Forensic Investigators 

        Safety                              Avoiding Contamination 

        Photo Procedures            Evidence Collection 

       Crime Scene Forms Handouts with explanation 

         

The Briefing (Essential!) A realistic briefing, as used by forensics teams, with many thought-provoking details. 

       1 Hour:  Documenting a mock crime scene with photos.  (3 at a time) 20 minutes. 

      (6 others will have a writing challenge, with a mystery physical prop, while awaiting their turn at the crime scene.) 

        1 Hour:  Evidence Collection  (3 at a time) 20 minutes 

        (6 others will have a crime scene writing challenge, with surprise multiple physical props, while awaiting their 

turn at the crime scene.) 

   

Debra Falcon is a Criminal Investigations Lab Technician. She designs realistic crime scenes for law enforcement stu-

dents. The basic tools of the forensics trade are taught, including fingerprinting, latent print dusting and lifting, pho-

tography, evidence collection and chain-of-custody requirements. Students also gain an appreciation of forensic spe-

cialties, such as: serology, blood spatter analysis, ballistics, and DNA analysis 
 

Saturday, October 11, 1:00 - 4:00 pm. 

LOCATION:   New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank Blvd. NE. 

$40 SWW Members; $50 Osher Members; $60 nonmembers. $12 Lab Fee for materials.   

Note: Limited to 9 participants. 

“Contexts of Copyright Law: Prohibition or Protection?” 
A Workshop presented by the Rio Grande Chapter of the Special Libraries Association 

Speakers Include: 

Carla Myers Director of Access Services and Scholarly Communications for the University of Colorado Colorado 

Springs. 

Alexandra Siek  Library Public Services Coordinator at the University of New Mexico School of Law Library.  

Sherri Thomas, is Law Librarian, Professor of Law Librarianship A.A.S., San Juan College; B.A., Fort Lewis College; 

J.D., University of New Mexico School of Law – Indian Law Certificate.   

 
Friday October 10th, 2014 from 10:30am to 2:30pm 

Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce, 1308 4th Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87104, 

. We will be meeting in the Lockheed Martin/Sandia National Labs boardroom, located down-

stairs in the BEOC building. 

 

Registration Fees: (Morning snacks and lunch from The Sandwich Company included.) $75 

for SLA and ARMA members $125 for non-members.   For more information go to: http://

riogrande.sla.org/chapter-programs/current-chapter-programs 

Please register by October 7th. No refunds after that date. 
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How to Write for Magazines:  
                Or How to Bag Your First Magazine Assignment 

A  4 - W E E K  C L A S S  W I T H  M E L O D Y  G R O V E S  
 

In today’s writing world, the opportunity to write for magazines is almost endless. With 
over 9,000 published yearly, in addition to online magazines, the world is your oyster. But, 
there are tricks to bagging an assignment. 
 

Finding the right market, finding the right editor, finding out about the competition—all 
tricks of the trade. So if you’ve got a good idea but don’t know where to go and how to start, 
look no more. This class is for you. 
In four short weeks we’ll cover finding your story, finding the market, tweaking the same 
idea for different magazines, photo requirements, and approaching an editor. And that’s 
just for starters. 
 

Melody Groves has written for New Mexico Magazine, True West, Wild West, American 
Cowboy, Police Collector News, Enchantment, Chronicles (on line), Albuquerque the Magazine, abqARTS and Desert 
Exposure. 
 

Mondays: November 3, 10, 17, 24                  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

$160 SWW members,  $170 Osher members,  $200 Non-members 
Register online at www.southwestwriters.com or call the SWW Office (505-830-6034) or sign up at a monthly 
meeting to register offline. 

Strangeness 
            Writing Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Worlds on the Bias 

A  6 - W E E K  W R I T I N G  C H A L L E N G E  W I T H  B E T S Y  J A M E S  
 

The “what-if” class, (author Betsy James’s favorite!). As the year turns toward darkness and the return of light, 
what better time to invite worlds that push the envelope—on or off planet, in or out of time? Speculative fiction—
the umbrella term for science fiction, fantasy, paranormal, alternative history, horror—is the world’s oldest liter-
ature, and currently it’s evolving at a spectacular rate. 
Join spec fic author Betsy James for six outside-the-box weeks of assignments designed to find your stories and 
set them in motion. Each will be a maximum of 1000 words, followed by respectful peer critique, a mini-lesson 

and professional-level editorial feedback. 
 
Betsy James is the author and illustrator of sixteen books for adults and children. Among other 
honors, her books have been named: New York Public Library Best Book for Teens; Voices of 
Youth Advocates Best Book; Junior Library Guild Selection; Canadian Children’s Book Center 
Best Book; International Reading Association Children’s Choice; and Tiptree Award Honor 
Book. She leads workshops nationally and internationally. She lives in the North Valley. Visit her 
at http://www.listeningatthegate.com. 
 

Wednesdays: October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, and November 5         5:45 pm to 7:45 pm 
$240 SWW members, $250 Osher members, $290 Non-members 

Class is limited to 10 students, please sign up early. 
Register online at www.southwestwriters.com or call the SWW Office (505-830-6034) or sign up at a monthly 
meeting to register offline. 

http://wp.me/P4gVD7-ke
http://wp.me/P4gVD7-ke
http://wp.me/P4gVD7-hk
http://wp.me/P4gVD7-hk
http://www.listeningatthegate.com/
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Welcome New Southwest 

Writer’s Members! 

 

Jill Sanders 
Janet Wahl 

Raymond Mock 
Denise Duran 

Adrienne McConnell 
Roy Bowen 

Katherine Turner 

Comment on Contest and Ceremony 
                                       By Phyllis Hoge Thompson 
 
   Three years ago my work won a First and a Third 
place in the Poetry Category of the SouthWest Writ-
ers International Literary Contest. In addition to the 
monetary award, winners at every level in every 
category were honored at a banquet. I invited a 
friend to go with me, I had a wonderful evening, met 
another friendly winner, made a new friend. Two 
years ago I won nothing, and an award ceremony 
was crammed into one of our Saturday morning 
meetings. It  has been described as shabby, just a 
task rushed through. This year I again received a 
First in the Poetry Category. The check came in the 
mail—welcome, but it didn't feel like anything but a 
check. No special joy.  
   I recognize that the first ceremony was too expen-
sive for our organization to undertake again, but it 
did make me feel honored for my work and happy 
to feel more like a deserving family member of 
SWW. I also felt SWW to be both more professional 
and more member-friendly, more appreciative, for 
having put on a celebration. But last year's presen-
tation struck me as plain disrespectful, unprofes-
sional, and unfriendly. This year except for a Sage 
announcement there was no public recognition at 
all, no chance to look another glowing writer in the 
face and say hi. It's fun to be honored.  It makes a 
writer feel good. Consequently I think it is im-
portant that some kind of respectful public ceremo-
ny for winners of a contest billed “International,” 
take place every year. Even the much more modest 
Corrales “Red Shoes literary award" does that. Good 
will need not cost an arm and a leg. 
   Would it be possible to devote one entire Saturday 
morning meeting as a special occasion for congratu-
lation later in the year? Or a Saturday afternoon? 
SWW doesn't need to spend much money on it, but I 
believe it is in our interest to celebrate our member-
ship. I like seeing what winners look like.   

     Secondly, the commentary of the judge in Poetry 
was at least interesting, but the way I received a 
score of 77 and got a first place was both strange and 
not really relevant to the poem. I bet that better 
ways, maybe better categories of evaluation, could 
continue to get to a numerical assessment, could help 
a writer more and better express a judge's response.  
  That's my take on contesting and celebrating. If we 
think a little more about these matters, and act, SWW 
can manage to succeed in being more friendly than 
we now are. 
                                   
Phyllis Hoge Thompson, Albuquerque, author of Hello, 
House, taught Poetry at the University of Hawai’i, 
whose poetry program was a natural outgrowth of a 
fortnightly poetry gathering at her house: “The Only 
Established Permanent Floating Poetry Game in Hono-
lulu.” In 1966 Thompson set up the first Poets in the 
Schools program in America—Haku Mele.. She re-
ceived the 1996  Hawai’i Award for Literature.  

Words do not express thoughts very well.  
They always become a little different im-
mediately they are expressed, a little dis-
torted, a little foolish.  And yet, it also 
pleases me and seems right that what is 
of value and wisdom to one man seems 
nonsense to another.  

-Herman Hesse      . 
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The Writing Life:  
 

Finding the Fight and the Fun in Your Work 
  

By Sherri Burr 
 

    Recently, fortune blessed me with the opportunity 
to watch live tennis at a high-level tournament in 
Ohio. As I observed tennis star Serena Williams fight 
back after losing the first set to win the next two sets 
and claim the match, I thought about how much we 
writers can learn from her determination to succeed. 
    Just as tennis players face the constant threat of los-
ing points, games, sets and matches, we writers often 
confront rejection. Author Gregg Levoy (“This Busi-
ness of Writing”) once told a SouthWest Writers audi-
ence that if you are not constantly receiving rejection 
letters, you are operating too far into your comfort 
zone. I initially thought this harsh as no one wants to 
receive rejection letters. But his larger point resonat-
ed. If you constantly put out work that gets accepted, 
perhaps you are not challenging yourself to go to the 
next level. Are there higher levels of publications that 
you have not submitted to for fear of rejection? This is 
like the tennis player who only plays players who are 
worse than they are. Where’s the test? Where’s the 
opportunity? 
    By daring ourselves to query top book and maga-
zine publishers, we increase our risk of rejection but 
we potentially set ourselves up for great rewards. 
Tennis players know that if they want to win the big 
tournaments, the Grand Slam events, they have to 
constantly improve their games. This requires honest 
assessments of weaknesses and strengths. Do they 
have an accurate serve, which allows them to claim 
free points? Or a weak serve that leads to double 
faults? Do they have a lightning-accurate forehand, or 
one that constantly sails long? Is their backhand hit 
with power, or does it soft-land on the other side of 
the net and permit the opponent to hit a punishing 
return? 
    For writers, do we write articles with humor, or do 
our attempts fall flat? To predict an audience’s reac-
tion requires test driving the material. This is where 
critique groups that require writers to read their sub-
missions can be absolutely critical to writer success. 
As you deliver your words out loud, you can obtain an 
instant reaction as to whether the material is hitting 
the intended emotional cues. If your critique group 
members react by laughing out loud or crying, then 
you know you are hitting the right level. If there is no 
reaction, then you know you have to go back to the 
drawing board. 
    This is why I prefer critique groups whose members 
read the material compared to those who pre-send 

the material by email and then discuss it when the 
group meets. In the former, you can instantly see the 
reaction. In the latter, the person might tell you they 
found something funny but you won’t know how fun-
ny. Were they falling out of their seat with laughter or 
did a bemused look cross their brow? 
    Similarly in tennis, a speed gun measures the serve. 
Players don’t have to guess how fast a serve was, they 
know. After Croatian player Marin Cilic won the 2014 
US Open, he was interviewed about his suspension 
for four months during 2013 for having a banned 
substance in his urine tests. Cilic used the time to 
practice his serve and to work on finding the enjoy-
ment in his game. Others might have spent the four 
months in “woe is me” mode. Instead, Cilic used it as 
an opportunity to improve. 
    When life gives an opportunity to remove ourselves 
from the normal and reassess, take it as a golden op-
portunity to improve. Examine weaknesses and 
strengths. Find the fun in your work. That’s where 
long-run success lies. That’s where the willingness to 
fight in difficult moments arises. At the Ohio tourna-
ment, Serena Williams battled from a set down to win 
the semi-final match against Caroline Wozniacki. She 
won her next match in straight sets and the U.S. Open 
for the sixth time by beating the same opponent in 
the finals. Williams took note of her earlier struggles 
and improved her game. 
    For writers, progress can come from reading and 
writing daily, as well as signing up for writing cours-
es. When writing is fun, abandoning your life’s work 
never enters your mine. You commit to fight until the 
last letter is struck on your keyboard. Writers don’t 
retire; the ideas keep flowing until they take their last 
breath. Challenge yourself to submit to different pub-
lishers. The successes may surprise and amaze you. 

 
Sherri Burr is a Yale Law School-educated law 

professor at the University of New Mexico. She has 

received several awards for her interviews, most 

recently earning First Place in the NM Press 

Women Contest for Television Talk Show for an 

ARTS TALK interview she did with Actor John 

Corbett (“Sex in the City” and “Northern Expo-

sure”). These interviews are available through 

her website www.sherriburr.com and on 

www.youtube.com. 

“No tears in the Writer…. 

       No tears in the Reader. 

-Robert Frost 

http://www.sherriburr.com/
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With Barbara Lemaire 
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

Balloon Museum Holiday Arts, 

Crafts & Book Fair 

Sunday, November 16 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Along with dozens of other fine locally-created 

products, SWW’s first member-written book, 

The Storyteller’s Anthology, will be on sale at the 

Holiday Arts, Crafts and Books Fair in the Sky 

Lounge Room at the Balloon Museum on Sun-

day, Nov. 16, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Kids will love the balloon exhibits. In addition to 

books, arts and crafts including soaps, jewelry, 

coffees, art, textiles, and other gift items from 

NEW MEXICO will be on sale! 

 

Parking and admission are FREE if you get there 

before 1 p.m.   Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque 

International Balloon Museum  9201 Balloon 

Museum Dr. N.E., Albuquerque, NM 

 

More books are sold between August and De-

cember than at any other time of the year! 

http://www.visitalbuquerque.org/listings/Anderson-Abruzzo-Albuquerque-International-Balloon-Museum/2679/
http://www.visitalbuquerque.org/listings/Anderson-Abruzzo-Albuquerque-International-Balloon-Museum/2679/
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Announcements  

Taos Workshop for Writers: The Short Story Cycle 
October 17 - 19, 2014 

 

The Short Story Cycle is as old as Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and as contemporary as today's best-seller lists, 

including prize-winning works by Julia Alvarez, Gloria Naylor, Louise Erdrich, Tim O'Brien, Robert and Mi-

chael Chabon, to mention only a handful. 
  

Annie Dawid's weekend workshop will focus on creating a short story cycle, a wide-

ranging and flexible form, sometimes called the composite novel. Writers will have the 

opportunity to present a first chapter/section of their own to be workshopped . 
 

Award winning author Annie Dawid taught at Lewis & Clark College in Portland for 16 years before 

moving to Littleton, Co where she currently teaches at Arapahoe Community College.  She has published 

three books of fiction, AND DARKNESS WAS UNDER HIS FEET: STORIES OF A FAMILY 

(Litchfield Review Press) LILY IN THE DESERT (Carnegie-Mellon University Press) and YORK FER-

RY: A NOVEL (Cane Hill Press). Recently, her Hoffer Award Finalist short story, "Jonestown: Thirty Years On," was published in 

BEST NEW WRITING 2015, an annual anthology. Her Gover Award Finalist short story, "Homeless With Dad.,” was published in 

last year’s volume. 

Location:  SOMOS office in Taos, New Mexico    233 Paseo del Pueblo Sur (across from Smith’s) 

To Register:  Contact SOMOS, 758-0081, somos@somostaos.org, deadline Oct. 7, 2014 

Fee: $150 for the whole weekend; Friday, 10/17/14 6-9 pm; Saturday, 10/18/14, 9-12, 2-5; Sunday, 10/19/14, 

Handsprings 2014- A Conference for Writers and 

Illustrators of Children’s Books 

SCBWI New Mexico presents Handsprings 2014, 

taking place October 24-25 at the Ramada Albu-

querque East (10300 Hotel Ave. NE, I-40 at exit 

165, Albuquerque, NM). Scheduled activities in-

clude a social event on Friday evening, and a full 

day on Saturday starting with a First Impressions 

Panel, individual presentations by our faculty of 

publishing professionals, and the opportunity to 

attend two of five breakout sessions.  

The faculty for this year includes- Liza Baker, 

Executive Editorial Director- Little Brown, Patti 

Ann Harris, Senior Art Director-Little Brown, Ju-

lie Ham Bliven, Assistant Editor- Charlesbridge, 

and Sara Megibow, Agent- Nelson Literary. 

For more details and online registration go to 

https://newmexico.scbwi.org/events/handsprings

-conference-2014/.  Please contact Caroline Starr 

Rose with any questions : carolines-

tarr@yahoo.com. 

HALLOWEEN TRIOLET 
 

A chimera came to visit me. 
I could not say it was for real. 

I asked of it a trick or treat. 
A chimera came to visit me. 
It roared and flitted to a tree 

And cast upon my tongue a spell: 
“A chimera came to visit me”— 
I could not say!—It was for real. 

 
Linda Yen resumed writing poetry again when she  re-

tired from her work as a lawyer in 2012. Her poem 

“Shadows” took third place for poetry in the 2014 annual 

SWW contest.  

mailto:somos@somostaos.org
https://newmexico.scbwi.org/events/handsprings-conference-2014/
https://newmexico.scbwi.org/events/handsprings-conference-2014/
mailto:carolinestarr@yahoo.com
mailto:carolinestarr@yahoo.com
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Send your successes and announcements 
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at  

swwsage@swcp.com. 

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver  

SWW Members: 

Place an ad for your book with cover art  
and a blurb of 50-60 words. 

$10/month or $25/three months 

Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,  
swwsage@swcp.com 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and col-
lege students for one-year scholarship memberships in our 
organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in 
high school or college.  

If you know someone with the interest and desire to pursue a 
writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please com-
plete  the application form on the last page of this newsletter 
and send to: 

SouthWest Writers 

3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 

FOOL’S PARADISE 

Is it greener? 
The grass…the 
     other side? 
Is it truly more 
     vibrant?   Or 

a sham… 
     spray paint 

hiding the 
     barren, brown 

broken dreams designed to 
     fool the 
onlooker; 

    Creating an envy for such 
nonexistant beauty. 

 
 
                      Mary E. Dorsey 

SAGE  Writing Challenges 

SWW Writers are invited to submit stories, poems and artwork 

to the  Sage.  Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is 
the 15th of the month prior to the next issue.  Submis-
sions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a word document with  Times New Roman or 
calibri font in  11pt. Size.  Do not get fancy with any for-
matting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it 
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

-Rose Marie Kern, Editor     . 

 

November Theme 
HOW TO 

Write a 250-300 word article about how to do some-
thing—Journalism Style.  What’s the best way to grow 
Green Chili?  Make soap?  House train a dog? Select a 
wedding ring?  Tie an  ATV to a trailer?  Compose a pic-
ture?  Wrap a gift? 

Send to swwsage@swcp by October 15th.  

 

December Theme 

Children’s Stories About Winter– Try Writing for 
grade school kids!   Prose or Poetry.  Artwork welcome.   
300 Word Maximum.  

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
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2014 Student Scholarship Application 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students for one-year scholarship memberships 

in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or college. If you know a stu-

dent with the interest and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete this 

application and mail to the address at the bottom of the form. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

E-Mail: ___________________________   Phone:  ____________________________________  

Current School: ________________________________________________________________  

Current Level: _________________________________________________________________   

Area(s) of Interest: ______________________________________________________________  

(In 250 words or less tell us why you would like to be a student member of Southwest Writers): 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Recommended by: ______________________________________________________________________  

Contact (phone/e-mail): __________________________________________________________________  

Send this application to SouthWest Writers,  3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM  87110 


