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The Many Faces of Memoir 

By Bob Gassaway 

 

   The memoir is a curious kind of writ-

ing. It has many faces because it has a 

different style and tells a different story 

for every person who creates one.  

   Bookstores tend to lump biographies 

and memoirs together, but they actually 

are very different beasts. A biography 

tells the story of a person's life from 

childhood up until the time the story is 

written. But a memoir is a narrower take 

on a person's life-just a segment of the 

life that the writer deems interesting and 

worth recounting. 

   One writing teacher uses a kitchen 

metaphor to distinguish between them. 

She says a biography is the whole pie. 

But a memoir is a slice of the pie. It 

should be an interesting slice with char-

acters and probably conflict that will 

hold the reader's attention, but it's just a piece of the life, covering a par-

ticular time period in the writer's life. 

   One thing is clear: Biographies and memoirs are shelved in the nonfic-

tion section of the bookstore. Indeed, the memoir is expected to be a true 

account. If you plan to write fiction, write a novel, not a memoir.  

   Nonetheless, the writer can take some reasonable liberties with a mem-

oir. Memoir, after all, derives from a French word meaning memory. So 

you're drawing on your memories when you write a memoir. Yet many 

memoirs reproduce conversations of years gone by. Are they verbatim 

transcriptions that the writer is reproducing? Not likely. The reader should 

understand that the writer has reconstructed the events as he or she re-

members them. In fact, a note early in the book might remind the reader 

that the writer is depending on memories to tell the story. 

   One of my friends, Fred Bales, has used a variety of approaches to tell-

ing stories from various parts of his life. He published one book, mostly 

for friends and family, using the letters he and his wife, Jan, wrote to their 

parents when Fred and Jan were serving in the Peace Corps in Chile.  

Continued page 5 

From Bob’s journalist days— he is 

wearing a gift from the King of Jor-

dan after covering his visit to Texas.  
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President’s Letter   by Rob Spiegel 

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page  
requests every month. 

 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
 

Deadline: 15th of each month for the following 
month.  

2 hour Workshop Prices: 

$29 SWW Members 
$34 Osher Members w/Card 

$39 Non-Members  Find SouthWest 
Writers on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter 
@SW_Writers 

Writing on the Internet for the Internet 

I began finding work on the Internet – and writing for the Internet –  in its early bloom. In 1996, I 

was transitioning from publisher back to freelance writer. I quickly discovered that to make the 

move successfully, I would have to get assignments outside New Mexico. The limited handful of 

publications in New Mexico and the low per-word rate made local freelancing a starving-artist 

business. 

So I set out in search of higher payments from national publications and found budding opportu-

nities in the emerging online world. Some opportunities came from websites hosted by traditional print publishers, oth-

ers came from the new and strange online-only ventures. 

I was entering a strange new land. What I found was astonishing. Slowly, I began to see that this nascent world of in-

visible technology might actually change the existing centuries-old traditions of print periodicals and books. I took the 

full plunge into the cyber world and hired on as a reporter for Ecommerce Business. I covered the Dot com boom in its 

full glory. 

Twenty years later, the Internet has devastated the print publishing business – after completely destroying the recording 

industry. Some of the decimation of the print world has been fun to watch in a schadenfreude  sort of way. The Inter-

net crushed Borders after Borders crushed nearly every independent book store. 

Over the past two decades, I discovered that you can work for national publishers – even hold editorial staff positions – 

from your dining room table in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Thanks to the Internet, corporations are outsourcing their 

office facilities to their employees’ spare bedrooms – a lucky break for home-based writers. 

Finding work online and writing for online readership requires a skills reset. Forget about Writer’s Market (a lovely 

tome that is now antiquated and hopelessly out of date). Forget about the paper query that was the calling card for every 

freelance writer for nearly 100 years. The new world offers a flood of new opportunities, but it requires a new vocabu-

lary. 

On July 4, I’ll take you on a tour of the online writing world at our regular Saturday meeting. 

The Storyteller’s Anthology  

is available to order in pa-

perback on Amazon here. A 

great addition to any library, 

it exemplifies the diversity 

of talent we bring to the lit-

erary world. Please consider 

leaving a positive comment 

on the Review page with a 5-

star rating to enhance salea-

bility of this excellent example of  outstanding 

authorship by members of SouthWest Writers!    

http://www.amazon.com/Storytellers-Anthology-Presented-SouthWest-Writers/dp/1494406640/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1387577050&sr=1-1&keywords=the+storyteller%27s+anthology
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Brown Bag Session following the July 4th Meeting  

Joycelyn Campbell 

Networking Isn’t a Four-Letter Word  

If your purpose in writing is to get your words out into the world and into other people’s 
hands, hearts, and minds, you need to be comfortable getting yourself out there first. You don’t need to be 
a raving extrovert in order to be good at networking. Nor do you need to be a glad-handing salesperson. 
That’s not what networking is about. Find out what it is, what it isn’t, why it’s important, and how to make 
it work for you. 

Joycelyn Campbell straddles the writing and entrepreneurial worlds. She has several decades of experi-
ence with writing groups, conferences, and classes and professional networking groups. She’s noticed 
that while entrepreneurs are more likely to network because they have to, many of them don’t like it any 
more than writers do—which explains the numerous professional happy hour events. Both groups share 
many of the same misconceptions, several of which she would like to dispel to make networking more 
enjoyable for you. 

 SWW Meeting Speaker 

 

Saturday, July 4,  

10:00 am – noon 
 

Online Writing  
Opportunities -  
An Expanding Universe 
 

Rob Spiegel 
Whatever subject you're interested in- metaphysics, 
quilting, salsa recipes, or bull riding -there are oppor-
tunities to write about it on the internet. Once you get 
some practice, you can get paid to do it. The world of 
print magazine is shrinking, but Internet content is ev-
er-expanding. Gone are the days when the feature arti-
cle ruled. Online writing now is blogs, slideshows, 
stubbing, interactive content, podcasts, and webinars. 
It's all fun, and it's all essentially writing. 

Join Rob Spiegel as he shows you where to find writing 
work online. He'll tell you how to avoid the dark alleys 
and nasty traps that can ensnare you. He'll point you in 
the direction of healthy markets that are always seek-
ing new writers. 

Rob Spiegel has been writing for the Internet since the 
mid-1990s, when everyone was on AOL. He now works 
as a senior editor for Design News, a magazine that 
started as a print publication 40 years ago and is now 
nearly 100 percent online. He has used the Internet to 
find writing work across Europe as well as in the U.S. 
and Canada. 

Upcoming Speaker  

 SWW Meeting   Tuesday July 21  7-9pm 

Making it Real 
With  

Jane Lindskold 
 
What makes a charac-
ter resonate with read-
ers?  How does setting or backstory play a part 
in this process?  Do you need to know your 
characters and setting in advance or can you 
get to know them while writing?  Using examples 
drawn from her wide experience as a writer of 
science fiction and fantasy – genres where often 
nothing is "real" – Jane Lindskold will offer tips 
on how to make your story (whether fiction or 
non-fiction) more vividly alive to readers.  
 
Jane Lindskold is the award-winning, New York 
Times bestselling, internationally published au-
thor of twenty-five novels and nearly seventy 
short stories.  Her highly praised collection of 
essays on writing, Wanderings on Writing, came 
out late in 2014. Her most recent novel,  Artemis 
Invaded (Tor, June 2015), is the sequel to Arte-
mis Awakening (Tor, May 2014).  You can learn 
more about her and her works at 
 www.janelindskold.com.  

http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#9
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#9
http://www.janelindskold.com/
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Welcome New SouthWest 

Writer’s Members! 

 
Gavriela de Boer          Art Eisenson 

Kirk Ellis                     Clint Bridges 

Edwin Light          Angelina Murphy 

Esther Garcia        Hannah Wiseheart 

Kathleen Crumpton     

AN ARM AND A LEG 
Thriller/Suspense novel  

by Olive Balla.  

When Albuquerque divorcee 

Frankie O’Neil's brother is shot 

just minutes after leaving a 

strangely-shaped package in her 

freezer, the police suspect her of 

murder and order her not to leave 

town. But sticking around brings 

on a new set of problems, like not 

falling in love with the deputy 

who suspects her of being a canni-

balistic serial killer, and proving 

her innocence by finding the real 

killers-ideally, before they kill her.    Available at Ama-

zon.com,  www.omballa.com, and www.thewildrosepress.com 

Rogue Writers  

Second Tuesday of the month from 

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm at Aux Dog Theatre 

in the UNM/Nob Hill area. 

SouthWest Writers  Presents: 

Tuesday, July 14 • 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
 

A Rogue Writers Meeting  
at Aux Dog Theatre 

 

H O W  T O  C H O O S E   
A  T O P I C  F O R  

Y O U R  M A G A Z I N E  
A R T I C L E  

 
Melody Groves 

 
Join author Melody Groves to learn about choosing 

topics for magazine articles. 

 

Melody Groves is the author of four historical fic-

tion novels, three non-fiction books and dozens of 

magazine articles. Past-president of SouthWest Writ-

ers, she’s also a member of Western Writers of 

America. And when not writing, she plays rhythm 

guitar in the Jammy Time Band. Visit her at 

www.melodygroves.net. 

Rogue Writers  
Speaker’s Line Up 

 

August 11 

Genevieve Mueller is a writer and comedian living in 

Albuquerque. She writes stories and articles about things 

she finds interesting. Sometimes she gets money for that 

stuff because other people find it interesting, too. She 

would like that to happen more often. Genevieve has a 

bimonthly column called “Comedy Matters” in the 

Weekly Alibi and performs all over the country. She has 

interviewed comics Kurt Braunohler, Bill Burr, and Bob 

Odenkirk. Bob Odenkirk said “Thank you for quoting 

me perfectly” and then gave her a high‐five. She was on 

RISK! (Episode 610) and recently opened for Doug Stan-

hope and Marc Maron. She co-hosts Dead Things Pod-

cast with Will Bolt. 

September 8 

Elise McHugh is senior acquisitions editor of arts and 

humanities at the University of New Mexico Press. She 

acquires in several fields, including poetry, fiction, mem-

oir, pop culture, cultural and literary criticism, and art, 

photography, and architecture. Elise is particularly inter-

ested in work that focuses on the American West and the 

U.S.-Mexico border. Elise is a native New Mexican. She 

holds a bachelor’s in English and a master’s in English 

with a focus in creative writing–poetry. Elise has served 

as managing editor of Blue Mesa Review and taught po-

etry workshops. Her work in publishing also includes 

eight years as editorial assistant for West End Press, as 

well as literary and scholarly journals.  

http://www.omballa.com
http://www.thewildrosepress.com
http://www.southwestwriters.com/join-us-for-our-monthly-programs/#1
http://www.melodygroves.net/
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The Many Faces of Memoir 

Continued from Page 1 

  In another project, Fred created a novella based on boy-

hood memories of a scandalous sex triangle in his 

hometown.  He also produced a short nonfiction book on 

his experiences during an attempted coup in the Philip-

pines. He was in Manila as a Fulbright lecturer, teaching 

at two universities, when some members of the Filipino 

military tried to overthrow then-President Corazon Aqui-

no in December of 1989. Fred holed up in his small 

apartment, but often could hear gunfire not far away. 

   Bright journalist that he was, he cranked paper into his 

typewriter and began keeping a log of his daily life, de-

scribing what he could see and hear, plus what he 

learned about the attempted coup d'état from television 

news and from people at the U.S. embassy. Last year, 

when he decided to write about his coup experiences, 

that log provided the facts he needed.  

   He used memories in a more traditional approach to 

memoir to produce an account of his work as a volunteer 

for a homeless shelter in Albuquerque. The residents in 

the shelter are men with medical problems, some of 

them quite serious.  

   That book, called Our Sheltered Lives, actually sort of 

sneaked up on Fred. He had been volunteering at the 

shelter for about three years, he says, when he decided 

that he could write a book about his experiences. At that 

point he began making some notes after each day of vol-

unteer work to describe his more interesting experiences. 

   In the book, Fred recounts conversations with the men 

as he drove them to medical appointments and on er-

rands around town. He disguised the identities of the 

men to protect their privacy. 

   Fred is a former journalist and a retired journalism pro-

fessor who taught at the University of New Mexico 

(UNM). After he retired from UNM, he taught for sever-

al years in New Orleans and later in Brownsville, Texas, 

before he returned to Albuquerque to settle down and 

start writing. 

   "I think everybody ought to have something to look 

forward to, and for writers, that is writing," he says. "I 

do if for my own self. It has its own rewards. I'm not in 

it for the money."  (But he does have four books for sale 

on Amazon.com)  

   Jim Tritten, a member of the board of directors of 

SouthWest Writers, is a retired Navy pilot and draws on 

those experiences in some of his writing. He has 3,345 

hours of pilot time in 24 military airplane types to his 

credit. And he has made 320 landings on nine aircraft 

carriers-one of the most difficult things a naval aviator 

will ever do. 

   A modern aircraft carrier is a huge ship when you go 

aboard one or see it tied up at a dock. But it looks like 

little more than a speck in the ocean when you are flying 

thousands of feet above it and planning to land on the 

flight deck below. The carrier is not parked at sea when 

a pilot is trying to land. The ship is underway, rolling 

and pitching with the waves and the actions of the sea, 

plus it is steaming into the wind to grant the airplane 

extra lift as it makes its precarious landing. 

   If you are able to touch down on this moving target, a 

tailhook under the plane is supposed to grab a steel cable 

strung across the deck. An aircraft traveling 120 miles an 

hour is jerked to a stop in just two seconds. 

   Jim has penned a few short nonfiction stories about his 

years of flying, the close calls, the tall tales the pilots tell 

each other, his visits to foreign ports and his other ad-

ventures. And he has written a novel, not yet published, 

that includes a fictional chapter that is based on a real-

life crash that Jim experienced firsthand. 

                                                        (Continued Page 6)         
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and col-
lege students for one-year scholarship memberships in our 
organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in 
high school or college. If you know someone with the interest 
and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply 
yourself, contact the SWW office at swwriters@juno.com.. 

 

 Mark your calendars for more  

Upcoming Speakers at  SWW Meetings  

including: 
 

Tuesday, August 11, 5:00 – 6:30 pm 
A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre 

Topic To Be Announced 
— Elise Mchugh 
 

Tuesday, Sept 8th—5-6:30pm 

A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre 

Topic—To Be Announced 

—Genevieve Muller  Alibi Columnist 
  

Tuesday, October 13th, 5:00 – 6:30 pm 
A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre 

Topic To Be Announced 
— Juan Aranda, Technical Writer 
 

Saturday September 5—After the meeting 

Brown Bag Session 

Developing a Strong Online Presence 

—Zack Wheeler 

But we all have stories that will interest others. For in-

stance, I spent a year in Vietnam as a war correspond-

ent for The Associated Press. (Actually it was one year, 

two weeks, five hours and 18 minutes-but who's keep-

ing track?) I spent most of my time with the U.S. Ma-

rines in the northern part of South Vietnam-and I made 

a very large target at 6-foot-4 and 300 pounds. I've 

started writing a book about covering the war.  

   Beyond that, I've been a journalist, a firefighter, a 

paramedic, and a sociologist. Along the way, I've been 

to dozens of murder scenes. Now my primary writing 

interest is mystery novels based on what I've learned 

about the work of crime scene investigators. 

   Naturally you don't have to go to a war or make a 

habit of landing on aircraft carriers or see lots of dead 

people or work with the homeless to have an interesting 

tale. The trick is to pick out the pieces of your life that 

are the most interesting and find a narrative structure 

that you can use to knit those together into an intriguing 

story. And that makes a memoir.  

   With some thought and effort, you can turn your sto-

ry into a memoir that your 

family will cherish-and it 

might just find a publisher 

who will spread the word far 

and wide. 

 
Bob Gassaway was a journalist 
for more than 20 years. After 
earning a Ph.D. in sociology, 
focusing on human communica-
tion, he began teaching journal-
ism and conducting research as 
a sociologist. He is co-editor of a 
non-fiction book called Dirty 

http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#13
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#13
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The Writing Life:  
                Finding Your Tribe 
                                                            By Sherri Burr 

    
  Human beings have a natural 
tendency to organize into groups. 
Our Neanderthal ancestors dis-
covered safety in numbers, both 
to ward off animal attacks and to 
divide up the tasks of gathering 
food so that all could eat. We are 
born into some tribes, adopted 
into others, and then there are 

the ones we choose to join. Critique groups or cir-
cles fall into the latter cluster. 
     Writers need critique groups because a collec-
tive of other writers can provide a safe arena to 
share work and obtain feedback. This form of se-
curity offers opportunities to learn and grow. 
    After moving to New Mexico, one of my stu-
dents extolled the virtues of SouthWest Writers. I 
attended a meeting and joined a newly-formed 
critique group. I benefitted from bi-weekly gath-
erings with individuals who had published nonfic-
tion articles and books. While my law review arti-
cles had been published, I wanted to expand into 
crafting material for the general public. 
   One member loved circling verbs in the passive 
voice. You know the offenders in the “to be” fami-
ly, like “was.” “Richard was hit by Jeff” rather than 
“Jeff hit Richard.”  
   A bigger hold-up was my mentality for I was 
stuck in “school mode.” If my fellow writers said a 
particular document was wonderful and had little 
criticism, I felt I had received an “A” and would 
simply rejoice in my success. Almost three years 
passed before I realized that in the world of writ-
ers, the published results get the “A.” Ultimately, 
writing a weekly newspaper column helped me 
find my voice. 
     That group still exists, but I moved on to join 
writers who integrated fiction and nonfiction 
writing in varied genres. Reading memoirs, cozy 
fiction, science fiction, and westerns opened up 
multiple worlds with enriched character and sce-
ne development. I experienced how Judy Avila de-
veloped Code Talker about the life of Chester Nez, 
and Phil Jackson penned On the Fast Track about 

his life as a jockey. When reading Melody Groves’ 
western characters, I feel as if I know them as hu-
man beings. As a consequence, both the memoir I 
am writing and the one I’m revising have been en-
riched. 
 Writing groups, like all tribes, need rules to sur-
vive. While some groups meet at one place, others 
rotate. Some bring food, others don’t.  
The presence of refreshments can make the event 
feel more social, but individuals have to remem-
ber these tribes exist to conduct business, that of 
strengthening writing. Stay on task. 
   If invited to join a group, consider a three-
session try-out. This permits you to observe its 
dynamics, the kind of feedback offered, and which 
members write within the group. I once joined a 
circle where few people wrote and the majority 
criticized. One person, whose work I never once 
read over the course of several months, seemed to 
take pride in offering blistering assessments. 
When people write themselves, they are more 
aware of the challenges of putting pen to paper 
week after week. In the strongest groups, every-
one writes, at least occasionally. 
 Look for a critique group whose meetings fit 
your schedule, both as to the day and time. These 
circles can gather weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly. 
While some groups meet online, I have never 
joined one because when assembling in person, I 
experience the full range of emotional responses 
to my work. 
   Pay attention to the method of delivering manu-
scripts. Some groups require emailing the work 
before the meeting and everyone arrives with 
their criticism. Other groups necessitate people 
bring their work to the meeting and read out loud. 
The former permits more time for reflection, and 
the latter helps the reader see typographical and 
other errors. 
   All groups should commit to keep members’ 
work private. In a group that required emailing, 
someone shared chapters of my memoir with his 
friends and then presented their combined nega-
tive appraisal. The group leader dropped him, but 
I never felt comfortable transmitting another 
chapter. 
 While it is helpful to have different eyes review 
the same words, ultimately the writer must decide 

Continued Page 8 
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Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

 More SWW Sponsored Events 

 
"Crafting a Nonfiction 

Book Proposal"  
Classes by  

Loretta Hall 
 

Saturdays,  
August 8, 15, 22, and  

September 5  
from 2:00 to 4:00pm 

 

You dream of hordes of readers ordering your book 
from Amazon.com or happily discovering copies on 
the shelf at their local bookstores. But that's not go-
ing to happen unless you can sell your manuscript 
to a publisher first. (Even if you decide to self-
publish, you'd better evaluate your book like a pub-
lisher would!) Loretta will explain the steps for sell-
ing to your first, and most important, customer: a 
publisher. Topics include planning a marketable 
book, finding appropriate publishers to submit to, 
and preparing a thorough, professional book pro-
posal. 
 
Presenter's bio: Loretta Hall has worked with four 
different publishers to produce her six nonfiction 
books. The lessons she has learned from these ex-
periences will give you a head start with your quest 
to get published. Loretta served on the SouthWest 
Writers board for four years and received the 2007 
Parris Award. 
 

Location: SWW office 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE 
 

SWW Members $99; OSHER members $109;  
nonmembers $119 

 
Future Workshop by Loretta Hall 

Websites for Writers 
Saturday, October 17th. 1-5pm 

SWW Main Office 
Learn how to design a website that will be attractive and 

effective. Topics include domain names, purpose of your 

website, website design concepts, hosting options, search 

engine rankings, and inexpensive (or free) site-building 

software. We will explore options for creating and main-

taining your own website without knowing any program-

ming language. Using the types of template-based pro-

grams and reliable but inexpensive hosts we will discuss, 

the cost of your site can range from $0 to about $10 per 

month. If you decide to have someone build your site for 

you, this workshop will prepare you to talk knowledgea-

bly with that person about what you want. 

which comments to accept and which to ignore. 
The criticism should be constructive, not destruc-
tive, and inspire instead of deflate. In one critique 
circle, I was told, “You’ll never publish this book.” 

I left that group, and found a publisher within six 

months. The book won awards. 
 The ties to these groups need not be permanent. 
Unlike the family we’re born into, we remain free 
to leave critique groups. You’ll know you’ve found 
the “write” tribe when your work improves from 
the feedback and you feel supported. 
 
Sherri Burr is a Yale Law School-educated law professor at the University 

of New Mexico. She has received several awards for her interviews, most 

recently earning First Place in the NM Press Women Contest for Television 

Talk Show for an ARTS TALK interview she did with Actor John Corbett (“Sex 

in the City” and “Northern Exposure”). These interviews are available 

through her website www.sherriburr.com and on www.youtube.com. 

Writing Contests 
Registration is now open for the 2015 Sledgehammer 36

-Hour Writing Contest. This year's contest will take 

place July 25–26, beginning with an online scavenger 

hunt that participants can complete from anywhere. 

Along the way, they'll collect four writing prompts, all of 

which must be incorporated into their story, which is due 

by midnight on Sunday. Writers can compete individually 

or as teams, and the contest is open to all ages. 

Cash prizes will be awarded to the best short stories of 

the weekend in the following categories: 

     Individual                          Team 

     Readers' Choice                 Judge's Choice 

     Youth (two prizes: elementary/middle school, high 

school) 

Winners will also receive entry to writing-related events 

and the coveted golden sledgehammers. 

Registration is just $25 for adults and $10/$5 for youth. 

Visit www.sledgehammercontest.com to learn more and 

register. 
 

The Masters Review Short Story Award for New 

Writers is open from May 15 – July 15 and will pay 

$2000 and publication to the best short story. Second 

and third place stories will be paid $200 and $100 respec-

tively and considered for publication. No guidelines. Just 

your best writing under 6000 words. https://

mastersreview.com/short-story-award-for-new-

writers/ 

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
http://www.sherriburr.com/
http://www.sledgehammercontest.com
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Send your successes and announcements 
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at  

swwsage@swcp.com. 

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver  

B R O W N  B A G  S E S S I O N  W I T H  G R A C E  L A B AT T  
I M P R O V E  Y O U R  L A N G U A G E  T O O L S  

Bring a lunch – the 30+ minute session starts about 12:30 pm. 

No matter how much of a language maven you are, you may still wonder whether a comma 

should go between two adjectives before a noun (the red cotton shirt or the red, cotton 

shirt?). Should “of” follow “all”? Is “well read” hyphenated? Book editor and copyeditor 

Grace Labatt will go over some of the grammar and style issues that often arise during the 

writing process. She will also discuss ways to work through such language questions with a 

copyeditor. 

Grace Labatt is an Albuquerque-based book editor and copyeditor. She works with independent authors and trade and 

academic presses. Previously she was a senior acquisitions editor at Voyageur Press in Minneapolis and 

an acquisitions editor at Oxford University Press in New York. She has acquired, edited, or copyedited 

more than fifty books—ranging from literary fiction to reference works—and her articles about books 

have appeared in Kirkus Reviews and Pasatiempo. Grace graduated cum laude from Princeton Univer-

sity. Visit her website at www.labatteditorial.com. 

 
 

Upcoming Speakers at SWW Meetings—August 

SWW Meeting Speaker 

Jonathan Miller 

Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am – noon 

 

How to Turn Your Life into a 

(Successful) Book… 

And Not Get Sued 

Jonathan Miller will discuss how to turn your life experiences into a published novel, without 
getting hauled into court. He will start with picking the right idea from your life and writing an 
outline. Next, he will focus on starting and finishing the book. Once the book is done, how do 
you get it published and then marketed? In one hour or less, he will talk about how to take an 
idea that is a glimmer in your eye to the bestseller list. 

Bio 

Jonathan Miller began writing at Albuquerque Academy. His first published novel was Rattle-
snake Lawyer, which came out in 2000. He has several published novels and non-fiction 
bppls .  He helped initiate the SouthWest Writers anthology.  

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.labatteditorial.com/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#7
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Member Announcements   

Bi-Monthly Contest Winners 
 

Poetry Category 
 

Congratulations to these winners of the  
May SWW Bi-Monthly writing contest.  

 

#1 Leah Miller     Albuquerque NM   

     "All Those Low Pines" 
 

#2 Susan Alexis     Albuquerque  NM   

     “To Dylan" 
 

#3 Shirley M. Gallegos     Albuquerque NM   

    "Through the Fog" 
 

HM  Linda Yen      Albuquerque NM   

    "Poetry: Butterfly Cinquain" 
 

HM  Edwina Pendarvis     Huntington WV     

    "Country Morning" 
 

HM  Edwina Pendarvis     Huntington WV    

     "Forsythia Switch" 
 

HM  Elizabeth Rose       Galisteo NM   

     "Better Red than Blue?"  

Bi-Monthly Writer’s Contest 

Your Most Unforgettable Character  
(essay, up to 500 words). Deadline July 31.  

 

 Hone your skills by participating in the SWW Bi-

Monthly Writer’s contest.  Entry fee is $10. Multi-

ple entries will be accepted with $10 payment for 

each. Prizes: $100 (1st place), $50 (2nd place), and 

$25 (3rd place). Winners and Honorable Mentions 

will be announced on the website before the start of 

the next bimonthly contest, and in the next month’s 

SWW Newsletter. 

Unpublished submissions only. For rules and infor-

mation on how to enter go to  

http://www.southwestwriters.com/contest/bimonthly-writing-

contest 
 

Three poems by Gayle Lauradunn, "High Desert," 
"Lavaland," and "Dichotomy in Bhutan," will be in-
cluded in an exhibit at the library of the University 
of Puget Sound titled, "Dirt: Scientists, Artists, and 
Writers Reflect on Soil and Our Environment." The 
exhibit runs from August 6-December 4. 

Aviation Week & Space Technology magazine, the 
largest aviation trade publication in the world, ran 
Alan Diehll’s May 8, 2015 Op-Ed piece titled: "Here 
is a Three-Pronged Approach to Pilot Shortage." 

Anthology Reviewed! 

Book Reviewer Phaedra 

Greenwood from  

ENCHANTMENT Maga-

zine, published by the NM 

Electric  Cooperative gave 

thumbs up to the Storytell-

er’s Anthology in their 

June issue.   

 

Enchantment is sent to all 

individuals in the state of 

New Mexico who receive 

their power through the 

Coop.  Most of these are 

people who live outside 

the larger towns and cities 

in the state.   The review 

(left) is reprinted here by 

permission of the Enchant-

ment Magazine editorial 

staff.   

Www.enchantment.coop 
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The Big Wheel 
 

By Scott Archer Jones 
 

Robko Zlata is careening across 
America with a call girl–his ex-wife. 
Robko stole the wrong thing, a de-
vice that guarantees immortality. 
His wrathful target, a corrupt billion-
aire, wants the world's greatest 
technology back. Robko's new worst 
enemy unleashes his fortune in un-
relenting pursuit. Throw in the un-
derground world of drugs and punk 
clubs, five-star hotels and cheap 
motels and Robko is in for one hell 
of a crash. 

www.scottarcherjones.com 

Which Social Networking Sites Are 

Right For You? 
                      By Kimberly Mitchell 

 

  Raise your hand if you’re on any of these social 

networking sites: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Pin-

terest, Google+, Tumblr, Goodreads...well, you get 

the picture. The Internet is a big place with a lot of 

avenues to connect with other people. Navigating 

every social media site can be overwhelming and 

time consuming. The good news is you don’t need to 

use every site in order to get the most out of your 

Internet experience.  

  Since every writer is going to have different net-

working needs, there is only one thing I can defini-

tively say for everyone: You need to use social net-

working. No matter what you write, social network-

ing can get your work and your name out to readers. 

Your loyal fan base can check your blog for updates 

and events. New readers can learn about you and 

your work on Facebook. Friends and family can see 

photos of your book signings and release parties on 

Instagram. Other authors can connect with you on 

LinkedIn.  

  That all sounds nice, but how do you know where 

to start or what to do? Trial and error is certainly an 

option. If that’s not your style, here are a few things 

to ask yourself before you jump in:  
 

How many people do I want to reach?  

   More people are going to be on Twitter than 

browsing blogs on WordPress. Facebook has a larger 

market than Google+. You’ll want to do some home-

work on numbers here, but remember that just be-

cause more people use a website doesn’t necessarily 

mean they’ll all see your posts.  
 

Which kind of people do I want to reach? 

   A lot of people on Pinterest enjoy crafts and bak-

ing. People on Twitter like brevity. People on Face-

book enjoy interacting with you and with each other. 

For more professional interactions, check out 

LinkedIn. 
 

How much time and effort am I willing to commit 

to social networking? 
   No matter which sites you prefer, you’re going to 

have to put time and effort into your accounts. Do 

you like scheduling posts ahead of time? Maybe go 

with Facebook and Twitter, where you can schedule 

posts weeks in advance.  

 

What do I want to do on the Internet? 
  If you want to put up excerpts, stories, or other 

lengthier bits of writing, you’ll want to put more ef-

fort into a blog. Shorter things and links can go just 

about anywhere, but tend to see the most success on 

Facebook and Twitter. You can create Pinterest 

boards of particular crafts, meals, or attire found in 

your books. If you write travel books or articles, put 

pictures of places on Instagram or Flickr. 
 

Where does my audience already exist? 
  If you’ve already got fans of your work, odds are at 

least one of them is on the Internet. Talk to your 

readers and find out where they like to spend their 

time online. They probably have friends on those 

sites who would enjoy your work. The bonus to do-

ing this is you’re guaranteed at least one follower 

once you do create that account.  
 

   Social networking isn’t an exact science, and it can 

easily become a full-time job if you let it. Depending 

on your needs, plan on spending at least a couple of 

hours a week managing your Internet presence. Most 

importantly, do what you feel comfortable doing. 

The more time you spend using social media, the 

easier it will be.  
 

Kim Mitchell is an undergraduate 

student at the University of New 

Mexico. She writes a bit of every-

thing, but focuses on science fic-

tion and fantasy. When not writ-

ing or doing homework, she can 

be found playing video games or 

Dungeons and Dragons with 

friends. 

http://www.scottarcherjones.com/
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MORE SWW SPONSORED EVENTS! 

 

Classes by BETSY JAMES 
 

 

Weirdness: Writing the Shadow Season  
6 weeks Thursdays, 5:45-7:45 October 15, 22, 29 and  November 5, 12, 19 

Cost is SWW members $240; Osher members $250, non-members $290 

 

Strange things walk abroad...are you one of them? This is Betsy James’s infamous 6-week course in other-

worldly writing: science fiction, fantasy, horror, and anything else on earth or off it. Far from giving you 

nightmares, these rigorous, fun sessions get you thinking, critiquing, and working like a writer. In weird-and-

weekly assignments of 1000 words or less you’ll explore quirks and craft, learn respectful peer critique, and 

develop a writerly camaraderie with an assortment of fellow oddballs—who may become part of your support 

system, since you’ll also learn how to conduct your own critique group. 

Register early! Class is limited to 10 students. 
 

Betsy James is the author-illustrator of sixteen books and many stories for adults, teens and children. Her latest novel, 

Listening at the Gate, is a Tiptree Award Honor Book and a New York Times Best Book for the Teen Age. Visit her on 

the web at:  http://www.betsyjames.com AND http://www.listeningatthegate.com. 
 

All classes take place at the SWW office located at 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, ABQ.  You can register at SWW meetings, 

through the website, www.southwestwriters.com, or by calling the office at (505) 830-6034. 

  

Tuesday, August 18 • 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
A LERA Co-Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jeffe Kennedy 
Genre definitions have a profound influence on writers’ careers. From the first queries where we must 

specify the book’s genre to long-term decisions about pursuing or giving up on a “dead” genre. But shed-

ding conventions can be what sets a book apart—and can take a writer’s career from midlist to break-out. 

Jeffe Kennedy will discuss how she went from being told that her work fell in the cracks between genres 

to receiving a nomination for Book of the Year and an RT Seal of Excellence for the one title each 

month that stands out from all the rest. 

Jeffe Kennedy is a scientist and an award-winning author of fantasy, fantasy romance and erotic ro-

mance. Her works include non-fiction, poetry, short fiction, and novels. She lives in Santa Fe with two 

Maine coon cats, plentiful free-range lizards and a handsome doctor of Oriental medicine. 

DEF Y I NG  GRAV I T Y  –   

     W R I T I N G  C R O S S - G E N R E   

          A N D  S U C C E E D I N G  A N Y W A Y  

http://www.betsyjames.com
http://www.listeningatthegate.com
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SWW will conduct a raffle in conjunction with the conference to benefit SouthWest Writers.  Raffle tickets 

will go on sale for $1.00 each or six for $5.00 starting July 1st. They will be available for purchase at our 

regular meetings or by visiting the SWW office.  Several prizes will be raffled, including: 

 

 A Rutilated Quartz + Jasper Necklace valued at $195  - donated by Noble House Fine Jewelry and pre-

sented in a satin lined gift box.  

 Editing/consulting services worth $170  - donated by Peggy Herrington of Herrington 

House Publishing  

 1 night at the Hilton Garden Inn—6510 Americas Pkwy NE, ABQ, 87110. 

 $50.00 gift certificate to  Pelican's Restaurant .  

 

Other items have been promised to the conference—we’ll update you next month once 

they are in hand! 

Tickets will be drawn at the end of the Memoir conference on September 12th , but ticket 

holders do not have to be present to win. 

 

YOUR DONATIONS and RAFFLE TICKET PURCHASES go to support SWW’s ability to bring you all 

the following: 

A professional caliber Website            Speakers Fees at the SWW Meetings 

The SouthWest Sage                     Meeting Spaces with chairs and tables      

Organizational support- Office and staff          Writing Workshops and Classes 

Bi-Monthly Writing Contests            Ability to Network with New Mexico’s best authors   

 

For raffle tickets not at a meeting, contact the office at  505-830-6034  Mon-Thurs 8-noon.  

 

http://www.southwestwriters.com/contact/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Raffle-Donations.pdf


14 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * July 2015 

 

 

Tell Your Story – as Only YOU Can 

SouthWest Writers is offering everyone an opportunity to learn how to write history from 

their own point of view.  The Memoir Conference is a one day event on September 12th 

wherein anyone who has ever wanted to leave their families, friends or the world in general 

with an account of themselves and their experiences will be able to learn methods of craft-

ing their stories in intriguing and thought-provoking fashion.  

The conference features presentations by five prominent southwestern authors plus an agent 

and an editor from New York who will be here to take book pitches from conference at-

tendees. 

Sandra Toro, author of By Fire Possessed has written historical novels based in Spain and 

southwestern America documenting a little known aspect of Jewish emigration during a pe-

riod when they were expelled from Europe.   

Poet and Memoirist Miriam Sagan has over 20 books including Searching for a Mustard 

Seed: A Young Widow’s Unconventional Story, which won the award for best memoir from 

Independent Publishers for 2004.   

Lynn Miller edits the literary journal Bosque. She has published two novels with another 

soon to be released. She is the co-author of “Find Your Story, Write Your Memoir.” 

Judith Schiess Avila brought to the world the memoir of Chester Nez, the last World War II 

Navajo code talker.  The book she wrote Code Talker has garnered awards throughout the 

literary world as well as from several Native American groups.  

Steve Brewer is the author of 27 books, including the new Duke City crime series written 

as Max Austin.  His books have been released by several different publishers and he has 

also self published, which will be the topic of his presentation.  A former journalist, Steve 

teaches part-time in the Honors College at UNM. 

Literary Agent Jeff Herman will give advice on how to sell memoirs to agents and publish-

ers.  The Herman Agency has made nearly a thousand book deals for their authors including 

many bestsellers.  Jeff will be taking pitches from conference attendees during the event. 

Also taking pitches and making a presentation will be an editor from Sourcebooks Publish-

ing.  

The Memoir Conference is from 9am to 5pm on Saturday, September 12.  It takes place at 

the New Life Presbyterian Church Conference room located at 5540 Eubank NE in Albu-

querque. The daylong event includes lunch and refreshments.  Participation is limited to 80.   

Early registration opens July 1 with a discounted conference fee  until August 1, af-

ter which time all participants will pay full price.  For more information or to regis-

ter for the conference go to www.southwestwriters.com or call (505) 830-6034. 

http://www.southwestwriters.com
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The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis 

Kastendiek moderate, all genres welcome. North 

Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 

1st floor. Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis: 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 
 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique 

group meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, 

San Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . 

Bring five copies of five pages, double-spaced, to 

share. 
 

Duke City Screenwriters: 

Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!   

Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or 

Marc Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com 

 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and 

Illustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm, 

North Domingo Baca Multi-generational Center 

(corner of Wyoming and Carmel) Short workshops/

discussions. Pre-schmooze dinner, Flying Star,  Wy-

oming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwi-

nm.org 

 

The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sis-

ters in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 

pm, at the North Domingo Baca Multigenerational 

facility, Room 7, Second Floor  www.croak-and-

dagger.com/ 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, en-
ke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month,  
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time  
 
Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 
 
Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to:  
ccSFcg@aol.com 
 
Suspense/Mystery 
Olive Balla is looking to form a critique group for fic-
tion. Her genre is suspense/mystery, and she would 
like to meet once or twice per month in Los Lunas, or 
within a fifteen mile radius. If this sounds interesting 
please contact her directly.  
Email: ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 865-5315 
(Landline) (505) 550-0011 (Cell)  
 
Mixed genre   
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is look-
ing for two energetic members.  We meet in members’ 
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested 
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com.  Include a 1 page 
sample of your writing.  

Critique Groups 

Looking For a Critique Group?  
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the 
following information and we’ll publish your re-
quest:  Name, email address, phone number, genre 
preference, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights, 
near UNM, etc.)  preference for frequency of meet-
ings, preferred day of the week. 

All Genres 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Cen-

ter, Room 1, 2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis, 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 

Genre, Novel Length 

2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm   Reviewing ready-

to-query novels   Lee, Lee@seki.com 

Screenwriting 

Duke City Screenwriters  Every other Thursday 6-9:00 

pm   Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com 

or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com 

Nonfiction 

The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every 

other Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns 

hosting 

Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or 

gail@AGoodGoodbye.com 

mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:Lee@seki.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
mailto:gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a 

nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

2015 Board of Directors 
 

President: Rob Spiegel   robspiegel@comcast.net 
 

Vice-President and Speaker Coordinator 
    Bob Gassaway     bgassaway@gmail.com 
 

Secretary—Kathy Wagoner  
       swwSecretary@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer and Business Table organizer 
Edith Greenly      swwtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster –Kathy Wagoner 
       justwritesww@gmail.com 
 

Sage Editor– Rose Marie Kern 
       swwsage@swcp.com 
 

Social Media and slideshows  
Kim Mitchell   swwpublicrelations@gmail.com 
 

Workshops and Classes    Larry Greenly 
      SWWriters@juno.com 
 
Conferences—Bobbi Adams 
     baadams23@msn.com 
 

Joanne Bodin 
      jsbodin@msn.com 
 

Harold Burnett 
      swwhmb@aol.com 
 

Joycelyn Campbell  
     jcampbell8@msn.com 
 

Jim Tritten  
    jimtritten@comcast.net 
 

Next  SWW Board meeting will be July 7 at the SWW 

office at 6:00pm.   

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114  Albuquerque, NM 87110 

phone: (505) 830-6034    e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2015 by author. Facts, views and 
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflec the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest 
Writers. SWW does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From 
one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select 
another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the 
class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. 
We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are 
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submis-
sions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and pub-
lishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the 
types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the 
month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 
words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability 
and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email 
or in a word document with  Times New Roman or Calibri 
font in  11pt. size.  Do not get fancy with any formatting or 
fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it into the newslet-
ter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage 
Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034. 
To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meetings 

or register online at www.southwestwriters.com. 

 Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month 
from 10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 7 to 9pm.  Rogue Writer meetings are held on the second 

Tuesday of every month at Aux Dog Theatre near UNM, 3011 Monte Vista 

Blvd NE.All  SWW members  are encouraged to come together 
in celebration of the art of writing.  Each meeting many mem-
bers announce their recent successes and have an opportuni-
ty to network with other writers.   Most meetings feature prom-
inent speakers  who bring their expertise in the arts of writing, 
publication, editing, and many other topics of interest to those 
in the profession.   
 After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag session 
is held to provide members with training in a variety of areas.  
Meetings are free of charge for everyone.  
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Call for Nominations 

The nomination process for the 2016 SWW executive 

board is underway. Each year SouthWest Writers elects 

four of its members to the board positions of President, 

Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The election 

will be held at the SWW annual meeting in October. Eli-

gibility requirements for President and Vice-President: A 

member in good standing for no less than one (1) year 

immediately preceding the date of nomination and served 

one (1) year on the SWW Board. Requirements for Secre-

tary and Treasurer: A member in good standing for no 

less than one (1) year immediately preceding the date of 

nomination or have the requirement waived by the SWW 

Board. Additionally, the Treasurer must have the neces-

sary qualifications for the position. If you are willing to 

serve or wish to nominate an SWW member, please sub-

mit your nomination(s) to Larry Greenly at SWWrit-

ers@juno.com. For the duties of each position, see the 

SWW Bylaws found under the Membership tab at 

www.southwestwriters.com. 

You can’t wait for inspiration… 

     You have to go after it with a club. 

—-Jack London  

Notes from the Board 

During the May and June SWW board meetings, the 

board of directors discussed several issues of interest to 

the membership. Here’s a summary: 

2016 Board Nominations 

Three people have confirmed they will run for seats on 

the 2016 SWW executive committee: Rob Spiegel for 

President, Edith Greenly for Treasurer, and Jim Tritten 

for Secretary. Update: Larry Greenly for Vice-President. 

Class & Workshop Developer 

SWW is looking for someone to help develop classes and 

workshops. This person would work with Rob Spiegel to 

determine topics. If you’re interested or know of someone 

who might be, please contact Rob at robspie-

gel@comcast.net. 

Co-Meetings 

The co-meeting with Croak & Dagger, originally sched-

uled for September, was cancelled by that organization 

due to an event conflict. A spring 2016 co-meeting is a 

possibility. 

Memoir Conference 

Agent Jeff Herman is confirmed for the September Mem-

oir Conference. Six speakers are on the agenda, with a 

seventh to be determined: Judith Avila, Steve Brewer, 

Jeff Herman, Lynn C. Miller, Miriam Sagan, and Sandra 

Toro. Update: Grace Menary-Winefield, Assistant Editor 

with Soucebooks will be the seventh speaker. She will 

also hear pitches, as will Jeff Herman. 

Raffle 

A raffle will be held in conjunction with the conference as 

an SWW fundraiser. Bobbi Adams has received several 

donations – one, a beautiful quartz necklace – to be raf-

fled off. Tickets will go on sale July 1st for $1.00 each. 

Update: Editor Peggy Herrington is donating editing/

consulting services valued at $170. 

Regular Meeting Attendance (through May) 

April Totals, 158; May Totals, 133; Average Saturday, 

116; Average Tuesday, 53; Year-to-Date, 847 

All current SWW members are welcome to observe our 

board meetings on the first Tuesday of every month. The 

next meeting will be held in the conference room at Car-

lisle Executive Offices at 6:00 pm on July 7.  

Sharing our Successes.  

mailto:SWWriters@juno.com.
mailto:SWWriters@juno.com.
http://www.southwestwriters.com/
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Self Nominations are allowed and encouraged! 


