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 Sarah’s Secret 
By Terry Civello 

  I watch my mother walk down the long hallway. At 91, she’s still beauti-

ful. It’s no wonder my father fell for her on their first date. She was a pe-

tite, shapely woman, with long dark hair, fair skin, and hazel eyes, a dead 

ringer for Scarlett O’Hara.  

  Mom was widowed at 72 and lived alone until age 88 when she slipped 

and fell while making cement. We had hired a contractor, but, according 

to her, the man didn’t understand that humidity counted as water when 

preparing the mix. Her accident turned out to be a major setback, and she 

reluctantly lived with me in Manhattan on and off for two years until she 

was 90. Not wanting to be a burden, she moved into an Assisted Living 

Residence on Long Island.   

  Once my mother settled into her new life, she joined the choral group, 

performing in public. This was a surprise. We’d never heard her sing, or 

even hum.   

  She continues to coordinate her outfits, style her hair and apply age-

appropriate make-up. Male residents find her irresistible and pursue her. 

I’m always nudging her to mingle with the opposite sex.  

 “Leave me alone. I’m not interested in romance,” she declares. 

 “It’ll be good to have a companion.” 

 “No. I was married to your father for forty-seven years, filled with 

lies, other women, and me waiting on him hand and foot. No thank you.”  

 “Not all men are like that.” 

 “Listen. The old geezers from the senior center keep pestering me to 

fool around. I just want to be alone.” 

 “Mom. The single men here all flock to you. Their tongues practically 

hanging out.” She shakes her head and laughs. 

 “I always thank them. Say I’m flattered and send them to some 

SWW hosts our first conference in two years, addressing the topic of Writing 

Memoirs. This issue of SouthWest Sage contains several examples of short 

memoirs and articles related to that genre. The memoir below was submit-

ted by award-winning SWW Member Terry Civello. 
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President’s Letter   by Rob Spiegel  

The Must of Membership 
    ATits core, SouthWest Writers is a membership group. A bunch of writers and aspiring writers joined together 

three decades ago to help each other improve their writing and further their chances at getting published. 

   Some of these early members went on to spectacular writing success. Many reached moderate success, able to get 

their stories out and find a solid readership. All of us have become better writers in this community, and quite a few of 

us have found lifelong friends among these fellow writers. 

   We like to be around writers. Writers are exciting. They dream big dreams. We’re all taking 

our shot at developing one of the highest of all human aspirations, the ability to reach others 

with our words. 

   We come together as members to create programs, conferences, contests, workshops, and 

classes for the simple purpose of improving our writing and learning the process of getting 

published. Membership is essential to our group. Without paid members, we would have dis-

banded decades ago. 

   To say these dues are an investment in your writing talent is true. To say our dues are rea-

sonable in price (only $5.83 per month) is also true. But most important, there simply would-

n’t be a SouthWest Writers without your dues. 

   At the beginning of this year, we dropped the visitor fee because we weren’t getting many visitors. We believed that 

if more aspiring writers had a chance to see what we’re up to, to experience the quality of our programs and the warmth 

and support of this writing community, they would be inspired to join.  

   Our belief was correct. We have seen a significant rise in attendance by new writers. Many of these new attendees 

have joined and become part of our community of knowledge and support. I’m often surprised by the number of sea-

soned writers who show up. Clearly they seek a community of writers as well as the ongoing education that’s important 

even to the most seasoned writer. 

   Those who join – and also our long-time members who renew – keep SouthWest Writers alive. We are a strong group 

because of our paid membership. Without dues-paying members, we would quickly fade away. So thanks to all of our 

paid members. 
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LAST CHANCE—Only a Week  Left!    

Tell Your Story – as Only YOU Can 

Memoir Conference Program  

8:30am Doors Open for registration  

9:00–9:15     Welcome by SWW President Rob Spiegal  

9:15–10:00    Sandy Toro  “The Legal and Ethical Issues of Publishing a Memoir” 

10:00–10:45    Miriam Sagan  “In Bluebeard's Castle: Confronting Difficult Material in Memoir” 

11:00 – 11:45   Keynote Speaker” Jeff Herman   

           “How to Sell Memoirs to Agents and Publishers” 

12:00 – 1:30    Lunch and speaker  

12:30 – 1:15    Judy Avila,  “Turning Life into Story”  

1:30 – 2:15     Lynn C. Miller    “Find Your Story: Structuring Your Memoir” 

2:30 – 3:15     Keynote Speaker:      Grace Menary-Winefield 

           “Memoir: Your Life on Paper” 

3:30 – 4:15     Steve Brewer   “The DIY Option: Self-Publishing”  

4:15 – 4:30     Door prizes and Annual Raffle Drawing— Bobbi Adams  

Pitch Sessions  

Jeff Herman, from the Herman Agency, and Grace Menary-Winefield from Sourcebooks Publishing will be tak-

ing book pitches during the course of the day.   

The Memoir Conference is from 9am to 5pm on Saturday, September 12.  It takes place at the New Life Presby-

terian Church Conference room located at 5540 Eubank NE in Albuquerque. The daylong event includes lunch 

and refreshments.  Participation is limited to 80.   

For more information or to register for the conference go to www.southwestwriters.com or call (505) 

830-6034. 

http://www.southwestwriters.com
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SWW Members: 

Place an ad for your book with cover art  
and a blurb of 50-60 words. 

$10/month or $25/three months 

Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,  
swwsage@swcp.com 

Giving It Your Best Pitch  

By SWW President Rob Spiegel  
 

   You’ve been waiting for weeks, and 

now it’s just a few minutes away, your 

chance to pitch your book to a real live 

editor. The timer calls your name, and 

you brush by your fellow writer who has 

just pitched her book. She looks stunned as she nods at 

you. Is this what you’re going to look like in 10 minutes? 

This can’t be good.  
   You sit down in front of the editor – someone who 

could change your life with the right words – and you 

hand her your query letter. She regards you, patiently 

waiting for your pitch. And your mind goes blank. This is 

worse than your worst job interview. The editor is half 

your age, yet you’re totally intimidated. You can’t re-

member what your book is about. Probably not any-

thing very important.  
   And so it goes. The editor asks you a few questions and 

you stammer some awkward answers. Now it’s you 

leaving with a stunned look.  
   It doesn’t have to be like this. There’s no reason for 

writers to be intimidated by editors and agents. They 

can help us get published if we’ve developed a great 

idea and executed it well. That’s why they’ve come 

2,000 miles, to find gems, quality book ideas that are 

well on their way. Your book. They’re hoping you have a 

great idea. They want to make their trip worthwhile.  
   You can avoid the dark wall of fear by practicing your 

pitch at home. Say it out loud. You only have 10 minutes, 

so it shouldn’t be long. It’s good to leave half the time for 

discussion. Hopefully the editor will have questions. 

Trim your pitch to five minutes. Just the basics of your 

story, why your story is important, and how far along 

you are with the manuscript.  
   Take a one-page query to your pitch session (with 

your contact info) and hand it to the editor or agent. 

Then take a deep breath and pitch your story. If you’ve 

practiced sufficiently, you will say it with confidence. 

After all, this is your story. Of course it’s important. 

More important yet, you’ve spent months learning how 

to tell it in a compelling way.  
   Swing for the fences during your pitch. You may get 

hear those magic words, “Why don’t you send me your 

first fifty pages.” If not, at least you gave it your shot, 

and the process of preparing for the pitch will make your 

online queries stronger. 

SWW Annual Fundraising Raffle!  

SWW will conduct a raffle in conjunction with the confer-

ence to benefit SouthWest Writers. Raffle tickets are on 

sale for $1.00 each or six for $5.00. They are available 

for purchase at our regular meetings or by visiting/calling 

the SWW office. Several prizes will be raffled, including:  

 A Rutilated Quartz + Jasper Necklace valued at 

$195 - donated by Noble House Fine Jewelry and 

presented in a satin lined gift box.  

 Editing/consulting services worth $170 - donated by 

Peggy Herrington of Herrington House Publishing  

 1 night at the Hilton Garden Inn valued up to #139 

—6510 Americas Pkwy NE, ABQ, 87110  

 2 Tickets to the Gondola Club at the Albuquerque 

Balloon Fiesta worth  

 $100 gift certificate from SouthWest Writers to be 

used for any upcoming workshops or classes!  

 Pair of Raindrop Earrings Valued at $75.  

 A $75 Bath and Body Items Basket donated by 

Whole Foods  

 Set of 4 entry tickets to the Albuquerque Internation-

al Balloon Fiesta worth $32  

 Quilted Reversible 6’ Table Runner donated by Mol-

ly Shannon  

 Boxed set of Stieg Larsson Books donated by Tina 

Nunnally  

 An orchid plant donated by Joanne Bodin  

 Gift certificates from Restaurants and businesses 

throughout ABQ!  

Tickets will be drawn at the end of the Memoir conference on 

September 12th , but ticket holders do not have to be pre-

sent to win  
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Rogue Writers  

Second Tuesday of the month from 

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm at Aux Dog The-

atre in the UNM/Nob Hill area. 

SouthWest Writers  Presents: 

Rogue Writers  
September 8 

Elise McHugh 

What an Editor Looks for in a 

Manuscript 
 

Join Elise McHugh, a senior acquisitions editor at UNM Press, 

as she discusses what editors keep an eye out for in the manu-

scripts that cross their desks 

Elise McHugh is senior acquisitions editor of arts and 

humanities at the University of New Mexico Press. She 

acquires in several fields, including poetry, fiction, mem-

oir, pop culture, cultural and literary criticism, and art, 

photography, and architecture. Elise is particularly inter-

ested in work that focuses on the American West and the 

U.S.-Mexico border. Elise is a native New Mexican. She 

holds both a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in 

English with a focus in creative writing–poetry. Elise has 

served as managing editor of Blue Mesa Review and 

taught poetry workshops. Her work in publishing also in-

cludes eight years as editorial assistant for West End 

Press, as well as literary and scholarly journals.  

Rogue Writers  

O C T O B E R  1 3  

T E C H N I C A L  C A N  B E  C R E AT I V E  
 With Juan Aranda 

Technical writing does not 

have to be dry and boring. It 

can be made creative by dis-

covering its organic structure 

and natural flow. We’ll ex-

plore different ways to create 

structure, a satisfying flow, 

and above all, simplicity. 

Juan Aranda is a geeky en-

gineer in the semiconductor 

industry where technical writing is the standard mode of 

communication. He’s been an Albuquerque resident for 

20 years. 

Kathy Wagoner and Edith Greenly manage the 

SWW Business table during the June meetings.  
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S E P T E M B E R  5 T H — A F T E R  T H E  S W W  M E E T I N G  

B R O W N  B A G  S E S S I O N  W I T H  Z A C K  W H E E L E R :  
      D E V E L O P I N G  A S T R O N G  O N L I N E  P R E S E N C E  
 

Bring a lunch—the 30+ minute session starts about 12:30 pm. 

We live in a hyper-connected world where our information needs are met by the push of a button. 

How do you fit into that? We all know the importance of an online presence, but very few of us 

know how to maximize it while avoiding the pitfalls. This presentation will highlight the im-

portance of establishing and polishing your online persona. 

Zack Wheeler is an active member of SouthWest Writers. He works as a senior web architect and 

has been developing web-based applications for the world’s largest networks for over two decades. 

His work has spanned numerous industries, including education, communications, health care, and 

even national security, providing him an intimate insight into the complex online world. 

 

That's A Great Idea...So What's the Story?  

Author Robert Vardeman will show that ideas are fine, but they need to be developed 
into stories with plots, characters, tension, and the other elements that will hold a read-
er's attention. 

Robert E. Vardeman is the author of almost 300 published novels and scores of short 
stories. He has written extensively in the western genre under a variety of pen names 
as well as doing science fiction, fantasy, mysteries and high-tech thrillers under his own 
name. His work has been nominated for the Scribe Award, Western Fictioneers Peace-
maker Award and for numerous NM/AZ Book Awards. In addition to his writing, he worked as an online in-
structor for eight years for Longridge Writers Institute, has been on the editorial staff for a decade of four 
fantasy football annual magazines, and has edited several anthologies such as Golden Reflections (with 
Joan Saberhagen) and "Career Guide to Your Job in Hell" (with Scott Phillips). He holds a B.S. in physics 
and an M.S. in materials engineering and worked in solid state physics research at Sandia National Labora-
tories. He resides in Albuquerque and enjoys the high-tech hobby of geocaching.  

Upcoming Speakers at SWW Meetings—September 5th 

Tuesday, Sept 15th  7-9pm.                    Kate Braverman 
 

Learn to Write to Your Strengths 
 

Kate Braverman will discuss her experiences as a writer who has won awards in four genres. 

She will focus on the schematics of old-school writing. She says, “As an experimental stylist 

(like Cormac McCarthy in Blood Meridian), I want to show the strings and mirrors of how to 

make the page an orchestra and how to engage in alchemy. No writer has a full repertoire of 

tools—Garcia Marquez couldn’t give you a plausible female character if you put a gun to his 

head. Roth is all talk, no landscapes. You must find out what you can do naturally and avoid 

what you can’t do. You’ll also have to learn some sophisticated techniques. Dialogue is typical-

ly a learned skill. It’s my specialty.” 

Kate Braverman lives in Santa Fe where she conducts an on-going creative writing workshop 

called The Santa Fe Residency. Braverman says, “The residency is a challenging weekly workshop that requires stu-

dents to practice specific strategies of engaging the page. Creative writing is about the illusion of reality. We consider 

beginnings, using the real world, writing in scenes, dialogue, interior monologue, writing for the ear, rewriting, assem-

bling fragments, improvisation, moving characters in and out of time, word choices and set pieces.” She says she pro-

vides “guidance and stimulation in writing the novel and short stories.” 
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Tuesday October 20  7-9pm 

MYTH in Writing 

By Shari Tarbet 

   Is there a connection be-

tween myth and writing? Is 

myth even important to fic-

tion and nonfiction? The 

answer is yes. Myths were 

the carriers of the stories 

about people throughout 

time, and they continue to be 

part of our stories today. Shari Tarbet will discuss how 

myth and dreams inform, inspire, and give meaning to 

our writing, whether it is fiction or memoir. 

   A secondary educator for 28 years in literature, creative 

writing, history, and mythology, Shari Tarbet earned 

her MA/PhD in mythological studies and depth psycholo-

gy at Pacifica Graduate Institute. Her poetry has appeared 

in Pacifica Graduate Institute’s “Beginning,” the South-

west Women’s Poetry Exchange, and featured in her co-

production of the Bal de Korai. Her papers include the 

“Trickster in Cinema” and the demonization of the Sa-

cred Feminine in language and myth. Enjoying travel, 

making jewelry, and belly dancing, Shari currently lives 

in Albuquerque, teaches at Diné College on the Navajo 

Nation, lectures on myth topics at the Osher Institute at 

UNM, and is working on a book. 

Saturday October 3rd     10am to Noon 

I Stayed Up Until Four AM:  
Creating and Maintaining Suspense 
Robin Perini 
 

   As writers, we want to grab our 
readers on the first page and 
never let them go. Suspense is 
the key, and it’s not just for mys-
teries and thrillers. Every novel 
lives and breathes suspense. In 
this hands-on, practical presenta-
tion award-winning, internation-
al bestselling author Robin Perini will show you how 
to ramp up the tension in your story through charac-
ter, conflict, plot, turning points, subplots, word 
choice, arcs and much, much more. Learn the skills 
she mastered in her own novels which Publishers 
Weekly call “refresh[ing] romantic suspense” and RT 
Book Review calls “edge-of-the-seat, gripping sus-
pense … with memorable and scarred characters 
who readers care about.” 
   Award-winning, international bestselling author 
and RITA® finalist Robin Perini has hit the Top 5 
on Amazon Bestseller lists in the U.S., UK and Germa-
ny. Devoted to giving her readers fast-paced, high-
stakes adventures with a love story sure to melt 
their hearts, she invites readers to “Step into the 
Crossfire” with her romantic thriller novels. Robin’s 
strong characters and tightly woven plots have gar-
nered her numerous awards. After winning the pres-
tigious Romance Writers of America® Golden 
Heart® in 2011, she went on to sell fourteen novels 
in a little over two years, which tests her sanity on a 
regular basis. Robin lives in Albuquerque and works 
for an advanced technology corporation as an ana-
lyst. You can find out more information at her web-
site www.robinperini.com or visit her on Twitter 
@RobinPerini, Facebook (RobinPeriniAuthor), 
Goodreads or Pinterest. Her literary agent is Jill Mar-
sal of Marsal Lyon Literary Agency. 

Upcoming Speakers for SWW Meetings - October 

SWW  Bi-Monthly Writer’s Contest 

Blog Post (any subject, up to 400 words)      Deadline September 30.  

 Hone your skills by participating in the SWW Bi-Monthly Writer’s contest.  Entry fee is $10. Multiple entries 

will be accepted with $10 payment for each. Prizes: $100 (1st place), $50 (2nd place), and $25 (3rd place). 

Winners and Honorable Mentions will be announced on the website before the start of the next bimonthly 

contest, and in the next month’s SWW Newsletter.  Unpublished submissions only. For rules and information 

on how to enter go to    http://www.southwestwriters.com/contest/bimonthly-writing-contest 

http://www.robinperini.com/
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woman who’s on the hunt.” She shifts her eyes over to a bleached blonde wearing a short skirt and low cut blouse. My 

mother was so steadfast in her refusal to socialize with men, I finally stopped playing Cupid. 

  I usually visit her on Sundays. We eat breakfast, after which we do a crossword puzzle or play cards. For my own 

peace of mind, I call her every night after the scheduled evening events end. This has been our habit for eight months, 

until one Sunday visit. 

 “So, Mom, what’s been happening?”  

 “What’s that, Teresa?  I didn’t hear you.”   

 “Of course you didn’t. Your hearing aids are in your purse.” I pick up them up and speak into her shoulder bag. 

“Hello.” She laughs, reaches into the pocketbook and inserts the tiny devices.  

 “Ma, I’ve been calling you every night this week and you’ve been out.” 

 “Maybe I was visiting friends.” Her eyes look down.  

 “You know, this reminds me of that old TV commercial. It’s ten o’clock. Do you know where your children are? 

Only now, it’s ten o’clock. Do you know where your mother is?”   

 She drops her fork. Her face flushes as beads of perspiration appear. I reach for her wrist. Racing pulse. I get up to 

call the nurse. Mom grabs my arm.   

 “Sit down. I’m okay.” She leans in. “Teresa, if I tell you a secret, swear you won’t say a word to your sister.” 

 “I promise.” She moves closer and whispers. 

  “I’ve met a wonderful man. Jim moved in two months ago, and we’ve been seeing each other ever since.” 

 “Mom, that’s great.”  

    Her mouth curls in a half-hearted smile. 

 “Don’t tell your sister. She is a bit of a prude. I couldn’t bear her stern look of disapproval.” 

 “Mom, she’ll be fine.” 

 “You don’t understand.” 

 “Yeah, I do. You have a man friend.” She shakes her head. 

 “It’s more. Jim and I care for each other and I’ve started staying with him at night.” Her face beams. “He’s so sweet. 

Treats me like a queen.” Her lips are moving, but I hear nothing as I try to shut out the visual of my mother in bed with 

a stranger.  

 “There he is.” She giggles as her body turns toward the dining room entrance. A lanky gentleman resembling Cary 

Grant saunters to our table. He’s wearing a dark blue sports jacket, yellow shirt, blue tie, and navy slacks pressed with 

a sharp crease. He greets my mother with a kiss.  She introduces us and we shake hands. 

 “Teresa, I’ve heard a lot about you,” he says.  

 “Well, Jim, I just found out about you.” He sits next to me. I frown. He’s too good looking. Too smooth. I’m worried 

he’s a bad boy who’ll break my mother’s heart.  

 “Just so you know.” He looks at my mother and then to me. “This isn’t a fling. I love Sarah.” He kisses her open 

palm.   

 For the first time in many years, I see my mother happy. 

 

 

 Terry Civello, pictured center left with her Mother Sarah and sister Rosalie,  shifted 
from technical writing when she retired and tried her hand at creative non-fiction at 
Gotham Writers' Studio in NYC. After moving to Albuquerque Terry discovered the 
Bear Canyon Writers' Group taught by Rob Spiegel and Larry Greenly. And through 
them became a member of SouthWest Writers . Terry continues to study the craft of 
writing while entering and winning a number of short story contests. 

Sarah’s Secret     (Continued from Page 1) 
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Send your successes and announcements 
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at  

swwsage@swcp.com. 

Member Announcements  

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver  

Members enjoy hearing about the successes of fellow SWW au-
thors during the Monthly meetings.  

 
 
 
 
 

July Bi-Monthly Contest  
Winners 

 
1st prize:  Jasmine Tritten, Corrales, 
NM "Santa" 
2nd prize:  Susan J. Alexis, Albuquer-
que, NM  "Mr. Harvey" 
3rd prize:  Paula Nixon, Santa Fe, 
NM  "The Kitten Whisperer" 
Honorable Mentions: 
 J.D. Griffith, Cumming, Georgia, "On 
Karen: My Most Unforgettable Charac-
ter and Friend" 
Shirley Gallegos, Albuquerque, NM, 
"Remembering Maria" 
Terry Taylor, Magnolia, TX, "The Tall-
est Doll" 

Gayle Lauradunn participated in the 48HourFilm Project as a 

screenwriter with Cliff Gravell. She now has a page on IMDb for 

their film "Tam's Dandy Dream". The screening was held at the 

Kimo Theatre on July 30. This project served as her debut to 

screenwriting. 

Susan Cooper is scoring points with her book “Football Facts for 

Females.”  She will be signing her book at the House of Football 

(Eubank and Candelaria) on September 11th from 6-8pm  

Maria Espinosa will be hosting a series of work-

shops for writers who are engaged in writing a nov-

el and would like feedback on a current project.  Bi-

monthly Monday evenings from Sept 28th thru Nov. 

23rd near Old Town Albuquerque.  Fee $150.  con-

tact mariaespinosa999@gmail.com for more infor-

mation.  (415) 378-1193. 

 

Can You Help? 
I would love to join Southwest Writers 

but due to poor vision cannot drive my-

self to meetings.  Could I find someone 

to ride with from Santa Fe?  I live in the 

triangle area near the Pacheco Post Of-

fice.   

Sandra Baker     

  chrisandrabaker@aol.com 

 

Room for Rent in Far NE Heights 

Looking for dependable, trustworthy, Non- 

Smoking  female (preferred) roommate to rent 

one bedroom in a home located one block from 

SWWriters, Saturday meetings.  It is a quiet lo-

cation that is good for a writer. Includes flip top 

desk for privacy, and WIFI. Home with ameni-

ties is shared with owner. Shopping Center in-

cluding bookstore and post office, as well as bus 

stops are nearby. $395 plus deposit. Please 

CALL  234 5387. Karen. Will check references 

and Credit  

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
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Place Your Ad HerePlace Your Ad Here  
Advertise your writing-related  

products and services. 

Business Card Size only $20.00 
1/4 page, vertical: $40 ! 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 

15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months 

Forgotten Soldiers of a Forgotten War 
A Memoir by Jim Tritten 

 

   My grandfather was a soldier. He fought in World 

War I, was wounded, and was left with the dead in a 

field hospital. He had taken some serious shrapnel in 

his leg, and the doctors told him they would have to 

amputate. My grandfather said that he would not ac-

cept that fate. One kind and nameless Army surgeon 

stashed him in the morgue, where he was treated on 

the side. 

   My grandfather was a soldier. He was proud of his 

service and often stood at attention to the full extent 

of his 5’ 7”, when I visited his small urban apartment 

in New York. He marched in ranks and shot from the 

trenches in his living room. His apartment became a 

parade field and a battlefield, where the manual of 

arms was executed and combat stories were told, re-

told, and his wife said, “Shhhh, John, no one wants 

to hear about that.” 

   My grandfather was a soldier. When the war ended 

he took a boat from Europe to New York where he 

reunited with his childhood sweetheart, like thou-

sands of other vets, and he married her. He worked 

with his hands at the Otis Elevator Company and, 

when he retired, they gave him a gold watch. I now 

have that watch and his old meerschaum pipe. He 

used to smoke that pipe on special occasions, like 

when I visited him and he told me stories about the 

war and showed me the shrapnel still in his leg. My 

grandfather smelled of tobacco and his wife would 

make him go outside to smoke cigars on the stoop. I 

would sit with him out there and listen to what had 

happened on some far off field of honor—and hor-

ror. 

   My grandfather was a soldier. He did his duty to 

God and Country. He served with distinction and 

was awarded a medal. I had an old photograph of 

him in an Army hospital. His hair was dark brown 

then, but you could see him clearly wearing a white 

gown in a large group—all of the young men with 

medals pinned to their chests.  

   My grandfather was a soldier from August 1914—

November 1918. Forty years later, when he marched 

around his living room and performed the manual of 

arms, he shouted: “Ein, zwei, drei, vier.” He was so 

proud that he could remember his drill after so many 

years of serving in the Magyar Honvédség. He had 

served his King and his Emperor as had every young 

man from his small village of Bodrogszentes, in what 

was then Kingdom of Hungary within the Austro-

Hungarian Empire. Of the eight million men mobi-

lized in Hungary, one million died during the war. 

After the war, the peace gave that part of the king-

dom to the new nation of Czechoslovakia. 

   My grandfather was a soldier. He legally emigrated 

to the United States in 1921 and from the records at 

Ellis Island; he had $8 to his name when he landed. 

After the war, my grandfather became an American 

citizen and voted in every election. 

   My grandfather was a soldier. When he passed, 

there was no caisson, no flag-draped casket, and no 

salutes with rifles or by hand. No one passed the flag 

to his widow and thanked him for his service to his 

country. Just a simple burial with a simple stone in a 

private grave under the shadow of a tall old elm 

tree—a silent witness to the passing of another for-

gotten soldier of a now forgotten war. He was a sol-

dier who gave all that he could for his country when 

his country asked. 

   My grandfather was a soldier. I will always re-

member his stories and how proud he was marching 

in the living room, “Ein, zwei, drei, vier.” 

 
Jim Tritten is a retired Navy pilot living in 
Corrales with a Danish artist wife and five 
cats.  
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The Big Wheel 
 

By Scott Archer Jones 
 

Robko Zlata is careening across 
America with a call girl–his ex-wife. 
Robko stole the wrong thing, a de-
vice that guarantees immortality. 
His wrathful target, a corrupt billion-
aire, wants the world's greatest 
technology back. Robko's new worst 
enemy unleashes his fortune in un-
relenting pursuit. Throw in the un-
derground world of drugs and punk 
clubs, five-star hotels and cheap 
motels and Robko is in for one hell 
of a crash. 

www.scottarcherjones.com 

post a success.  
   My search for ice cream didn’t change my life, and 
the only thing I took away from it (besides a snack) 
was a potential story for my friends. It’s not some-
thing I would put in my memoir. But, when I need an 
anecdote in my memoir to be humorous in the same 
way my ice cream story was, I have an idea of what 
works.  
   The bonus to using social media like this is that it 
can help you connect as a person (because, hey, peo-
ple eat ice cream) to your readers. As a reader, I like 
being reminded my favorite writers are people too. 
I’ve also found other authors I admire by reading 
their day-to-day stories on Facebook. It works.  
   To truly use social media as a way to practice tell-
ing true stories, you need to pick the platforms that 
let you use enough words to do so. That means you 
should consider Facebook or Google+ more than 
Twitter. Another option is to put these stories on 
your blog (Wordpress is great, if you don’t already 
have a blog) and put the URL on one of those other 
social networking sites. Whatever you choose, use it 
to tell a story. After all, the only way to get better at 
telling stories—whether they’re fiction, nonfiction, 
narrative poem, or memoir—is by telling more sto-
ries. And social networking sites are great places to 
do just that.  
 

Kim Mitchell is an undergraduate stu-
dent at UNM who also manages the 
SWW Social Media and the projection 
equipment for SWW meetings.  She 
writes a bit of everything but focuses 
on SciFi and Fantasy.  

How to Use Social Media to Sharpen 

Your Memoir 
 

  By Kimberly Mitchell 
 

   Social networking websites, on a personal level, are 
often used to connect with friends and family. People 
post photos and videos, meaningless ramblings and 
stories. It’s this last category of posts where writers 
can benefit the most. Social media can be used to tell 
people stories, and that’s where it can help your 
memoir.  
   Use social media to practice telling stories. Log in to 
Facebook and tell your friends and fans about the bi-
zarre encounter you had at the coffee shop this morn-
ing, or about the rare bird you saw in your yard. 
Write it out like you would if it were going in your 
book. Focus on the details. Keep the most significant 
parts of the story in mind. Have a clear goal about 
what you want to communicate. And, because it’s the 
Internet, keep it as short as you can while still con-
veying your intended message.  
   The stories you share on social media might never 
make it into your memoirs—in fact, as a general rule, 
they probably shouldn’t. But writing these stories on 
the instant-gratification-machine that is social media 
lets you practice the art of writing true stories. It also 
lets you get immediate feedback from people who 
care about what you have to say. You can see how 
engaged people are with what you’ve written by pay-
ing attention to the comments. How you measure en-
gagement and reactions will vary depending on your 
audience.  
   Let’s say I go to Facebook and type up a 200-word 
story about trekking to four different stores in search 
of a particular kind of ice cream. The important de-
tails are: I want mint-chip ice cream, the first three 
stores were out of it, and the fourth stop resulted in 
ice-creamy goodness. I can play with whatever craft 
elements I want as long as I get the point across—it’s 
a great opportunity to experiment with different 
structures and tones. Ultimately, I decide to make it 
funny because I like to write funny things, and I know 
my audience would enjoy that. My goal is to tell peo-
ple what I’ve been doing in a way that makes them 
laugh. But I could make the story something philo-
sophical, economical, or even wrathful. Once I’ve got 
a goal that works, I type it up and post it. 
   Now people start interacting with what I’ve written. 
I get four people telling me they laughed, one talking 
about an ice cream story of her own, and one playful-
ly criticizing my ice cream of choice. I’ll consider the 

http://www.scottarcherjones.com/
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MORE SWW SPONSORED EVENTS! 

Classes by BETSY JAMES 
 

Weirdness: Writing the Shadow Season  
 

6 weeks Thursdays, 5:45-7:45 October 15, 22, 29 and  November 4, 11, 18 
Cost is SWW members $240; Osher members $250, non-members $290 
 

Strange things walk abroad...are you one of them? This is Betsy James’s infamous 6-week course 
in otherworldly writing: science fiction, fantasy, horror, and anything else on earth or off it. Far from giv-
ing you nightmares, these rigorous, fun sessions get you thinking, critiquing, and working like a writer. 
In weird-and-weekly assignments of 1000 words or less you’ll explore quirks and craft, learn respectful 
peer critique, and develop a writerly camaraderie with an assortment of fellow oddballs—who may be-
come part of your support system, since you’ll also learn how to conduct your own critique group. 
Register early! Class is limited to 10 students. 
 
Betsy James is the author-illustrator of sixteen books and many stories for adults, teens and children. Her latest 
novel, Listening at the Gate, is a Tiptree Award Honor Book and a New York Times Best Book for the Teen Age. Visit 
her on the web at:  http://www.betsyjames.com AND http://www.listeningatthegate.com. 
 

All classes take place at the SWW office located at 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, ABQ.  You can register at SWW meetings, 
through the website, www.southwestwriters.com, or by calling the office at (505) 830-6034. 

 Website for Writers  
Workshop with 
Loretta Hall 

 

Saturday, October 17th. 1-5pm 

Learn how to design a website that 

will be attractive and effective. Topics 
include domain names, purpose of your 
website, website design concepts, host-
ing options, search engine rankings, and 
inexpensive (or free) site-building soft-
ware. We will explore options for creat-
ing and maintaining your own website 
without knowing any programming lan-
guage. Using the types of template-based 
programs and reliable but inexpensive 
hosts we will discuss, the cost of your site can range from $0 
to about $10 per month. If you decide to have someone build 
your site for you, this workshop will prepare you to talk 
knowledgeably with that person about what you want. 
 

Nonfiction author Loretta Hall maintains four websites that 
she built using template-based software. One of them, Sub-
surfaceBuildings.com, has won several awards and is the top 
search engine result for “underground buildings.” As the 
author of six nonfiction books, Loretta’s passion is explain-
ing technical concepts to nontechnical people 
. 

Location: SouthWest Writers Office  Cost   $39 SWW 
Members, $44 Osher Members, $49 Non-members 

Giving Voice to the People in Your Head 

A workshop with Sarah Baker 
Saturday, October 3 
12:30 pm—2:30pm  

After the  meeting  

HOW do you make your dialogue special?  How do 

you give each character a unique voice?  And  
how do you develop the characters, define time and 
setting, and advance the plot through dialogue?  In 
this workshop, we'll find the answers together. 

 
Sarah H. Baker, author of 
more than twenty published 
novels, writes fiction as S. H. 
Baker, Sarah Storme, and Lyd-
ia Parks.  She teaches classes 
for UNM's Continuing Ed and 
Osher Lifelong Learning, and 
for SouthWest Writers.  More 
than anything, she enjoys help-
ing other writers. 
 

Location: New Life Presbyterian  

Cost: $29 SWW Members, $34 

Osher Members, $39 Non-

members 

http://www.betsyjames.com
http://www.listeningatthegate.com
http://subsurfacebuildings.com/
http://subsurfacebuildings.com/


14 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * September 2015 

 

 

KiMo Theatre Book:  

            “King of its Kind” 
 

By Peg Herrington 
 

   Several years ago, during a tour of the KiMo Theatre –

an Albuquerque Historical Landmark - I remembered 

writing a paper for a UNM class on its late 1970s renova-

tion. As I roamed backstage and climbed the stairs to its 

offices, I felt like I was seeing a book waiting to be writ-

ten. 

   When, years later, I learned that the City of Albuquer-

que’s Urban Enhancement Trust Fund (UETF) was ac-

cepting grant applications for its Public Art Urban En-

hancement Program, I wondered if the KiMo book I had 

imagined would be an appropriate project for SouthWest 

Writers if funded, at least in part, by a grant. After talking 

with numerous locals (KiMo managers both present and 

past, and the city’s Cultural Services Department), attend-

ing an informative meeting about UETF grants in general 

and doing some research, I broached the subject at an 

SWW board meeting. 

   Fast forward to early 2015: The City awarded SWW 

$7,000 of our $10,883 UETF request! It was a success as 

their grants are not intended to be a project’s sole source 

of funding. With a grant of that substance, we should be 

able to raise the $3,883 balance or more through dona-

tions and crowdfunding. 
  

 The KiMo Project 
   The KiMo book will be assigned and edited by yours 

truly with assistant editors Brenda Cole and Jaqueline 

Loring, and photographs by Andy Mayo. It will be pub-

lished by Herrington House Press through IngramSpark, 

and all contributors must be members in good standing of 

SouthWest Writers. Volunteers will be needed to help 

raise additional funds, and do proofing and publicity. The 

KiMo Book will belong to SouthWest Writers and all 

profits will go directly into its treasury.  

   Generally speaking, we envision it written in the style 

of Creative Nonfiction, consisting of a dozen or so chap-

ters of less than 300 pages total, with photographs of the 

theater and, space permitting, head-shots and brief bios of 

contributors. It will be in paperback with a color cover 

and black-and-white interior, with possibly a hardback 

edition. Ingram will distribute it world-wide and list it in 

their catalogs for book store and library purchase.    

   If you’re interested in participating in this project con-

tact Peg Herrington at peg@msn.com. Contributing to a 

book funded primarily by the City of Albuquerque is in 

itself a prestigious accomplishment, and is sure to provide 

impressive publishing credits. 
 

Contents  

(not in order of appearance and subject to revision) 

 The KiMo Theatre today 

 The KiMo’s history, its flamboyant design, construc-

tion 

 How and why it was named by Isleta Pueblo Governor 

Pablo Abeita 

 Construction financing from Chicago 

 1927 Roaring Twenties opening with movies and vau-

deville  

 Myths such as the ghostly presence of a boy killed in 

1951 and a lady wearing a bonnet who allegedly roams 

the theatre 

 Stage fire in early 1960s  

 The KiMo’s dark years and how – unlike the Alvarado 

Hotel – it escaped demolition  

 The impact of Route 66 and the Interstate Highway 

System  

 How the theatre was saved by the city in 1977, includ-

ing financing and reconstruction 

 Historic Landmark designation; restoration, renova-

tions, modernization and its return to glory.     
 

Projected Timeline 

2015 

 Finalize project schedule 

 Determine preliminary contents, chapters & photos 

 Hold SWW class on writing Creative Nonfiction 

 Accept writing samples and topic requests  
 

2016 

 Make assignments to writers, editors and photographer 

 Raise about $4,000 to complete funding through dona-

tions and crowdfunding  

 Edit submissions, assemble the book with photos and 

create the cover 

mailto:peg@msn.com
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Welcome New 

SouthWest Writer’s 

Members! 

 

Carol Sullivan 

Deanie Lundy 

Jim Prewitt 

David Willett 

Rebecca Larivee 

Saneh Boothe 

Susan Kendall 

Ann List 

Maria Espinosa 

Melinda Zacks 

Sara Eyestone 

Jules Nyquist 

Susan Olsen 

Jill Wright 

Julie Griffin 

William Bolt 

Lee VanBrakle 

The Storyteller’s Anthology  is available to order in paperback on Amazon. A great ad-

dition to any library, it exemplifies the diversity of talent we bring to the literary 

world. Please consider leaving a positive comment on the Review page with a 5-star 

rating to enhance saleability of this excellent example of  outstanding authorship by 

members of SouthWest Writers!    

 Pay contributors: writers, photographers, editors 

 Upload manuscript and cover to printer (IngramSpark.com) 
 

2017 

 Launch publicity campaign 

 Order advance copies for pre-release publicity (New Mexico Magazine, 

ABQ Journal, ABQ the magazine, David Steinberg’s NMReviewOf-

Books.wordpress.com and others) 

 Arrange interviews on KOB-TV, The Morning Brew with Dan Mayfield 

(Channel 27), Sherri Burr’s ARTS TALK and others 

 Distribute press releases to media and book stores 

 Deliver copies to primary publicity sources, KiMo managers 

 Provide copies to ABQ Cultural Services and Bernalillo County Libraries  

 Book launch at the KiMo Theatre 90th Anniversary party, Sept 2017 

 Readings and signings at NM book stores featuring contributing writers 
 

Payments to contributors 

Writers will be paid $.20 per word in two forms: 50 percent by check, and 50 

percent through income tax deduction. SWW will supply IRS statements and 

instructions  
 

Creative Nonfiction Resources 

Later this year we will offer an SWW class on writing creative nonfiction. In 

the meantime, here are some books and magazines about creative nonfiction: 
 

 Writing Creative Nonfiction, Association of Writers & Writing Programs (AWP), 

ISBN 1-88491-050-5, awpwriter.org 

 You Can’t Make This Stuff Up, by Lee Gutkind, founder and editor, Creative Non-

fiction Magazine, ISBN 976-0-7382-1554-9 

 True Stories, Well Told, from the first 20 years of Creative Nonfiction Magazine, 

edited by Lee Gutkind and Hattie Fletcher, ISBN 978-1-937163-16-7 

 Creative Nonfiction Magazine, Issue 52 Summer 2014, creativenonfiction.org 



16 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * September 2015 

 

 

 

2016 Board Nominees   2016 Board Nominees   2016 Board Nominees   Persons running for a position on the executive committee of SWW are offered a chance to post 

their bios in the August and September Sages.   Posted below are those who have declared their candidacy.  

Candidate for President     Rob Spiegel 

 

This past year, I have headed up the SWW board of 

directors. We have accomplished a great deal in the 

six months that have passed as I’m writing this. We 

cut the office staff costs by more than 50 percent. 

By the end of July we will be in the black, and by the end of 

the year, it looks like we’ll be putting dollars into savings. 

We have beefed up programs. We launched a new monthly 

meeting near UNM – Rogue Writers. We re-launched the bi-

monthly contest, and for the first time in many years, we will 

hold a one-day conference in September. The conference fea-

tures an agent and editor who are actively seeking projects. 

Our board eliminated visitor fees for the first half of 2015, then 

extended the policy through the end of 2015. So far, the paid 

memberships we’ve gained from those visitors have more than 

made up for the budgeted amount we expected from visitor 

fees. 

We have much more work to do. We’re contemplating running 

two conferences in 2016. We have reduced the overhead on 

conferences sufficiently to make them a low-risk venture. 

More than that, the conferences offer you the rare opportunity 

to meet with and network with leading professionals in the 

publishing industry. 

So, I’m asking for another year of heading the SWW board. 

I am a journalist of 40 years. I also write and publish poetry, 

fiction and drama. SWW is my professional give-back. 

 

 

 

Candidate for Vice-President    Larry W. Greenly  

 

Larry has been many things in his life—from phys-

ics teacher to civil engineer to doctor of chiroprac-

tic—but his favorite occupation is that of writer and 

editor. 

 Greenly has been a member of SouthWest Writers 

since 1992. He has held every position on the board 

(except treasurer), which includes multiple terms as vice-

president or president. During his time with SWW, Greenly 

has been awarded the SWW Parris Award and multiple service 

awards. 

 Over the years, Greenly has been instrumental in improving 

the financial status of SWW, particularly during 2003 when, as 

president, he worked closely with the board of directors to 

yank SWW out of near financial catastrophe and to develop it 

to a fiscally solid organization with nearly $60k in the bank. 

 As vice-president, Greenly will work closely with the elected 

president on financial matters and making SWW evermore 

member friendly. He’s particularly interested in helping SWW 

gain more members. Greenly will also continue to schedule 

SWW speakers on subjects that are interesting and germane to 

members. 

Candidate for Secretary    Jim Tritten 

 

Jim is a current member of the Board and has 

served on the bylaws and policies review commit-

tee, the social media committee, and has recently 

taken over responsibility for public relations. He 

has written for the Sage, recruited for our speaker 

and workshop program, and made his own presentation at a 

SWW meeting. His efforts to share writing information on the 

SWW Facebook pages have been noted by many of our mem-

bers.  

Jim has served as a Secretary for two different volunteer organi-

zations in the past and been a member of numerous boards and 

an officer on many local boards, as well as a national organiza-

tion. Jim is a recipient of the President’s Lifetime Volunteer Ser-

vice Award. He has published five books and over 270 articles 

winning fourteen writing awards. Jim retired after working for 

forty-four years as a fed including as a carrier-based naval avia-

tor and as a faculty member and department chair at the Naval 

Postgraduate School. Jim has been a member of SWW since 

2009. 

Jim is committed to the SWW motto “Writers Helping Writers.” 

He has been helping writers all along his own writing career 

which started in high school. Since moving to Albuquerque in 

2002, he has been active in the veterans writing group at the Ray-

mond Murphy VA Medical Center, a number of writing groups 

at Sandoval County senior centers, and with the Corrales Writing 

Group. In addition, Jim has been an active member of Scribo-

phile, an online writing group that nurtures new writers in 

launching and then polishing their work. Jim would like to see 

the full range of online possibilities made available to SWW 

members over the coming years. 

 

 

Candidate for Treasurer                  Edith Greenly 

 

 I am the current SouthWest Writers treasurer. This 

year I have been cleaning up the books. I have also 

instituted new reports of our financial status for use 

by the SWW Board of Directors so we can better 

strategize how to keep SWW in the black. We have 

already reversed a multi-year drain on our resources. 

 My background is 30+ years’ experience as a licensed C.P.A. in 

Minnesota and New Mexico in the public and private business 

sectors. My degrees include a B.S.B.A. (Bachelor of Science in 

Business Administration) and an M.B.A. (Master of Business 

Administration). I also completed the educational requirements 

for C.F.P. (Certified Financial Planner). 

 I have previously served on the SWW board for ten years (2000-

2010)—three years as SWW treasurer and ten years on the fi-

nance and budget committees. I was also the SWW critique ser-

vice chair from 2004-2010. For my service, the SWW Board of 

Directors awarded me several SWW Service Awards. 

 I look forward to continuing my service as treasurer for SWW 

and its members again. And I will continue to help SWW be-

come more profitable. 
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The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis 

Kastendiek moderate, all genres welcome. North 

Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 

1st floor. Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis: 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 
 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique 

group meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, 

San Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . 

Bring five copies of five pages, double-spaced, to 

share. 
 

Duke City Screenwriters: 

Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!   

Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or 

Marc Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com 

 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and 

Illustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm, 

North Domingo Baca Multi-generational Center 

(corner of Wyoming and Carmel) Short workshops/

discussions. Pre-schmooze dinner, Flying Star,  Wy-

oming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwi-

nm.org 

 

The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sis-

ters in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 

pm, at the North Domingo Baca Multigenerational 

facility, Room 7, Second Floor  www.croak-and-

dagger.com/ 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, en-
ke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month,  
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time  
 

Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 
 

 

Mixed genre   
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is look-
ing for two energetic members.  We meet in members’ 
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested 
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com.  Include a 1 page 
sample of your writing.  
 

New North Valley Critique Group 
Fiction/Mystery/General 
Raymond Sanchez Community Center (North 4th St.)  
Just starting out, thinking early afternoons twice a 
month on wed or fri.  Contact Babs Langner 
blangner@swcp.com 
 

East Mountain 
Calling East Mountain writers of any genre—let’s start 
an EM critique group!  Monthly, da/time TBA.  Possi-
bly meet at local libraries or another convenient loca-
tion.  Interested?  Call Cody at 363-4175 or 
horde.of.one@gmailcom 

Critique Groups 

Looking For a Critique Group?  
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the 
following information and we’ll publish your re-
quest:  Name, email address, phone number, genre 
preference, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights, 
near UNM, etc.)  preference for frequency of meet-
ings, preferred day of the week. 

All Genres 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Cen-

ter, Room 1, 2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis, 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 

Genre, Novel Length 

2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm   Reviewing ready-

to-query novels   Lee, Lee@seki.com 

Screenwriting 

Duke City Screenwriters  Every other Thursday 6-9:00 

pm   Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com 

or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com 

Nonfiction 

The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every 

other Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns 

hosting. Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or 

gail@AGoodGoodbye.com 

Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to:  
ccSFcg@aol.com 

mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:Lee@seki.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
mailto:gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

Changes to SWW Bylaws approved by the Board to be 
voted on  by the members during the Annual meeting  
October 5th .  

ARTICLE VI Nominations and Elections, Sec. 3A, Elec-

tions: 

 Old wording:  “Voting shall be conducted in person at the 

SWW Annual Meeting.” … 

 New wording:  “Voting may be conducted by U.S. Postal 

Mail, by electronic voting, or conducted in person at SWW’s 

annual meeting as determined by the SWW Board of Direc-

tors.” 

 Rationale: To modernize the voting process and make it easi-

er for members to vote, especially those who cannot physically 

travel to the annual meeting. 

   

ARTICLE V Officers, Section 5 Duties of Officers, Part 

A9: 

 Old wording:  [The president shall] “Prepare, upon comple-

tion of the term served and no later than March 1, an annual 

report for publication in the subsequent April SWW newslet-

ter.” 

 New wording: [The president shall] “Prepare, upon comple-

tion of the term served and no later than March, an annual fi-

nancial report for publication in the subsequent April SWW 

newsletter.” 

 Rationale: To ensure the report published is consistent with 

its tacit meaning and what has been historically published pre-

viously during the lifetime of SouthWest Writers. 

Notes from the Board 

During the July and August SWW board meetings, the board of 

directors discussed several issues of interest to the membership. 

Here’s a summary: 

2016 Board Nominations 

Four people have confirmed they will run for seats on the 2016 

SWW executive committee: Rob Spiegel for President, Larry 

Greenly for Vice-President, Edith Greenly for Treasurer, and 

Jim Tritten for Secretary. 

Class & Workshop Developer 

Gayle Lauradunn has volunteered to help develop classes and 

workshops.  

Visitor Fees 

The board voted to continue with no visitor fees for six months. 

Bylaws Changes 

SWW members will vote for changes to the Bylaws at the an-

nual meeting in October: to allow members to vote for execu-

tive board positions by U.S. Postal Mail, by electronic voting, 

or in person at SWW’s annual meetings. 

Memoir Conference 

AS of August 4, over 50 people have registered for the confer-

ence. The board voted to include a $100 gift certificate from 

SWW as part of the raffle. The prize can be used for member-

ship dues, classes, workshops, and future conferences. 

Regular Meeting Attendance (through July) 

June Totals, 152; July Totals, 178; Average Saturday, 112; Av-

erage Tuesday, 56; Year-to-date total, 1177. 
 

All current SWW members are welcome to observe our board 

meetings on the first Tuesday of every month. The next meet-

ing will be held in the conference room at Carlisle Executive 

Offices at 6:00 pm on September 1.  

 

The board voted to again allow SWW employees to hold execu-

tive board positions  

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page  
requests every month. 

 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
 

Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.  

Call for Nominations 

The nomination process for the 2016 SWW executive board is underway. 

Each year SouthWest Writers elects four of its members to the board posi-

tions of President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The election 

will be held at the SWW annual meeting in October. If you are willing to 

serve or wish to nominate an SWW member, please submit your nomination

(s) to Larry Greenly at SWWriters@juno.com. For the duties of each posi-

tion, see the SWW Bylaws found under the Membership tab at 

www.southwestwriters.com. 

Self Nominations are allowed and encouraged! 

More Upcoming  Speakers  

for SWW Meetings 
 

Saturday Nov. 7th   

Sharon Oard Warner 

 

Saturday, Nov. 7th Brown Bag 

Jeanne Shannon on  Memoir Writing 

  

Tuesday November 17 - Grace Labatt 

 

Saturday December 5th Lois Ruby 

 

Saturday Dec 5th Brown Bag  

Gayle Lauradunn on poetry 

mailto:SWWriters@juno.com.
http://www.southwestwriters.com/
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a 

nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

2015 Board of Directors 
 

President: Rob Spiegel   robspiegel@comcast.net 
 

Vice-President and Speaker Coordinator 
    Bob Gassaway     bgassaway@gmail.com 
 

Secretary—Kathy Wagoner  
       swwSecretary@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer and Business Table organizer 
Edith Greenly      swwtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster –Kathy Wagoner 
       justwritesww@gmail.com 
 

Sage Editor– Rose Marie Kern 
       swwsage@swcp.com 
 

Social Media and slideshows  
Kim Mitchell   swwpublicrelations@gmail.com 
 

Workshops and Classes    Larry Greenly 
      SWWriters@juno.com 
 
Conferences—Bobbi Adams 
     baadams23@msn.com 
 

Joanne Bodin 
      jsbodin@msn.com 
 

Harold Burnett 
      swwhmb@aol.com 
 

Joycelyn Campbell  
     jcampbell8@msn.com 
 

Jim Tritten  
    jimtritten@comcast.net 
 

Next  SWW Board meeting will be Sept 1st  at the 

SWW office at 6:00pm.   

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114  Albuquerque, NM 87110 

phone: (505) 830-6034    e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2015 by author. Facts, views and 
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflec the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest 
Writers. SWW does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From 
one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select 
another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the 
class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. 
We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are 
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submis-
sions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and pub-
lishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the 
types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the 
month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 
words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability 
and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email 
or in a word document with  Times New Roman or Calibri 
font in  11pt. size.  Do not get fancy with any formatting or 
fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it into the newslet-
ter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage 
Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034. 
To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meetings 

or register online at www.southwestwriters.com. 

 Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 

10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  

Rogue Writer meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month 

at Aux Dog Theatre near UNM, 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.All  SWW 

members  are encouraged to come together in celebration of the art 

of writing.  Each meeting, many members announce their recent 

successes and have an opportunity to network with other writers.   

Most meetings feature prominent speakers  who bring their exper-

tise in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and many other topics 

of interest to those in the profession.   

 After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag session is held 

to provide members with training in a variety of areas.  

Meetings are free of charge for everyone.  


