
 SouthWestWriters.com *   

 

 

 
Contents 

Page 

2 President’s Corner 

3 The Writing Life:  JUMP! 

4 Workshops and Classes 

5 An Author’s Guide to Comic Cons 

7 Calling All Poets 

8 Exquisite Corpse 

9 Upcoming Meetings 

10 The Business of Writing 

11 Wooing the Leprechaun 

12  SWW on Youtube 

13  SWW Organizational Information 

 

 

 

 

You Can Write for SWW Sage. 

Members are invited to submit articles 
and artwork related to writing,  and pub-
lishing.   

 

Query to: swwsage@swcp.com.   
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The Writing Life:  JUMP! 
By Sherri Burr 

Browsing a bookstore aisle, I came across Steve Harvey’s book 
Jump: Take a Leap of Faith to Achieve Your Life of Abundance. 

                                                              Continued on Page 3 

 * * * * *  

 An Author’s Guide to Comic ConsAn Author’s Guide to Comic Cons  

By Zach Wheeler 
As an author, what if I told you that there are places in 
the world where your core audience gathers in large 
groups to listen to whatever you have to say, and then, 
purchase your books?      

                                                            Continued on Page 5 

 * * * * *  

 

Calling all Poets! 
   The April Sage will feature poetry by our own fabulous cre-
ative verbal artistes...  

                                                               Continued on Page 7 

 * * * * *  

 

How to Woo the Leprechan! 
For some people writing is purely about the art, for others it is 
a livelihood and for many it is both.   

               Continued on Page 11 
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The President’s Corner   by Sarah H. Baker 

 Spring is starting to blow through New Mexico, offering the perfect oppor-

tunity to curl up with a good book, or with a pen or keyboard so you can 

write a good book.  It's also the perfect opportunity to visit with fellow 

writers at a SouthWest Writers meeting.  I'm so impressed by the quality of 

our speakers and members; it doesn't matter how long I've been on this 

writing path, I always pick up something new from the group.   

The past month, for example, our Tuesday evening speaker for February—

Dede Feldman—suggested something I've never tried.  I’m familiar with 

the concept of rewriting scenes that aren't working from a different point of 

view, but she suggested rewriting scenes with a different audience in mind.  

What a great idea!  I'm anxious to try it.  If you missed the meeting and 

want to hear more from Dede (or any of our recent speakers), check out the 

videos posted online.  Go to YouTube and search for Southwest Writers.  

Kimberly Mitchell is doing an amazing job of recording, editing, and post-

ing these. 

In case you haven't yet heard, we're planning a memoir conference for 

June.  It will, without a doubt, be both informative and fun.  And we're ten-

tatively planning a second conference for the 

late fall.  If you have ideas for a conference 

focus or for a future workshop, please share 

them with one of the board members. We want 

to offer the best opportunities for the group that we can. 

And thank you all for being so patient with me as I stumble along this new trail 

as the SWW President.  What an honor it is to serve you! I hope to see you all at 

one of the meetings this year. 
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Annual Membership in  
SouthWest Writers 

Individual: $70  
($65 renewal if paid two months in advance)  

Student:  $25   
Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75,  

Lifetime Membership: $750    Download the 
Sage from www.southwestwriters.com 

 

   When I wanted to leap from publishing articles to 
writing books, I remember being anxious about turn-
ing in a first draft to the publisher who had bought 
the book proposal. Fortunately, author Max Evans 
encouraged me to send it in, “It will come back, and 
you’ll get another crack at it.” 

   Until I heard Max’s words, I hadn’t realized the big-
gest source of my distress was a feeling, “This is it.” I 
was afraid I would miss a typo, and it would be en-
shrined in print forever. Knowing I would get anoth-
er shot to correct mistakes enabled me to send in the 
manuscript. Further, having found typos in the works 
of famous authors like John Grisham and    David Bal-
dacci, I accepted I might miss a wrongly corrected 
word in the era of Spellcheck, despite my best efforts. 

   Harvey offers inspiration in how he corrected his 
mistake of announcing the wrong winner for the 
2015 Miss Universe Pageant. I had remembered pe-
rusing an article on how he proclaimed Miss Colom-
bia the winner, and she took her victory lap after be-
ing crowned. Four minutes later, Harvey stepped for-
ward and announced that she was actually the run-
ner-up, and Miss Philippines won the title of Miss 
Universe. At the time I found the mistake amusing. 
What I didn’t know is the clip had been replayed 
worldwide, and Harvey received death threats. 

   He took responsibility for his mistake and had both 
women appear on his daytime show. Harvey had 
wanted global fame, he writes in Jump, but didn’t 
think he would achieve it this way. Ultimately, he re-
ceived another invitation to host the 2017 pageant. 

   Writers can also survive mistakes. My first book 
was published with a typo or two or three that I cor-
rected in a subsequent edition. Twenty-one books 
later, I am fortunate to have law book publishers seek 
me out with ideas, and sometimes I have to defer or 
delay because of other obligations. 

   No matter how successful the last jump may have 
been, there’s another one on the horizon. I found my-
self on a cliff once again after shifting my focus to 
write narrative nonfiction. Through serendipity, I 
discovered my ancestors included African Americans 
who were freed and owned businesses and property 
before the Civil War.  As I researched this issue, I 

    Browsing a bookstore aisle, I came across Steve 
Harvey’s book Jump: Take a Leap of Faith to Achieve 
Your Life of Abundance. Harvey had told a Family 
Feud audience, “I’m going to tell you something that 
every successful person in this world has done in his 
life or career. Every successful person has jumped! 
They have taken their hopes and dreams and took a 
leap of faith toward them.” On YouTube, the clip 
went viral and became the seed for the book. 

   His words struck many chords. To become a writer 
is to take a leap of faith, not knowing whether any-
one will read, yet alone purchase the results. When I 
began writing for the general public, I diligently took 
them to meetings of my critique group. I read them, 
received feedback, and only rarely sent them out. 
Eventually my writing evolved from pedantic legal-
ese to clearer storytelling, and I sold stories about 
Alaska to the Albuquerque Journal and Chile Pepper 
Magazine. I had jumped into the world of paid free-
lancers. 

   Would-be authors often poise on a precipice, 
scared to put fingers to keyboards or pencil to paper. 
They think of stories, but trepidation keeps them 
from recording them. Some think their tales are not 
good enough. Others actually write, but become 
afraid to share their work for fear someone might 
ridicule their efforts. Steve Harvey has an answer for 
them, “There are no straight lines in nature.” He took 
a circuitous road to fame. After flunking out of col-
lege, he was laid off from Ford Motor Company, and 
lived out of his car while taking any comedy gig 
available. The lesson in his story is to write toward 
your dreams. 

The Writing Life: JUMP!The Writing Life: JUMP!  

By Sheri Burr       By Sheri Burr       .. 
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* * * *  

Sherri Burr is a Yale Law 

School - educated law professor 

at the University of New Mexico. 

She has received several awards 

for her interviews, most recently 

earning First Place in the NM 

Press Women Contest for Television Talk Show for an 

ARTS TALK interview she did with Actor John Corbett 

(“Sex in the City” and “Northern Exposure”). These 

interviews are available through her website 

www.sherriburr.com and on www.youtube.com.  

found there were free Africans in Virginia from the 
earliest stages of the country.  

   I pitched my project to a New York agent who 
called to offer representation. He sent my proposal 
to New York publishers who were interested if I 
could re-frame the writing from an academic ap-
proach to one with broader appeal. I sprung into 
studying narrative nonfiction techniques by reading 
books and interviewing authors. To become a pro-
fessional writer is to set yourself up for leaping your 
entire career. 

   Jump, knowing that a world of words fills your 
parachute. 

Upcoming SWW  

Workshops 

 
More information is available on the SWW website.  

 

Saturday March 4th 

Myth in Writing 

Presented by Shari Tarbet 

 

Saturday, April 1st 

Establishing Your Authority as a Writer 

Presented by Loretta Hall 

 

Saturday May 6th 

Niche Markets: Multiple Streams of Income 

Presented by Rose Marie Kern 

 

Saturday June 3rd 

Connect to Your Intuitive Author Within 

Presented by Cloe Rachel Gallaway 

 

 

SWW CLASSES 

 
Writing for Magazines:  Bagging Your First 

Magazine Assignment 

A 2-week class with Melody Groves 

Saturdays beginning March 18th 

 

The Business of Writing 

A 3-week class with CPA Fred Aiken 

Thursdays beginning March 9th 
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An Author’s Guide to Comic ConsAn Author’s Guide to Comic Cons  

By Zach Wheeler 

As an author, what if I told you that there are 
places in the world where your core audience 
gathers in large groups to listen to whatever you 
have to say, and then, purchase your books? 
Seems like a pipe dream, I know. Perhaps an elab-
orate prank. But at the risk of sounding like a 
charismatic cult leader, yes, they do exist. And I 
can show you where they are. And for a small do-
nation ... 

 
In all seriousness, this isn’t fantasy, but it would 
help tremendously if you actually write fantasy. Sci-
ence fiction and fantasy writers have a remarkable 
tool available to them that they should be milking 
for all its worth. I’m talking, of course, about comic 
conventions. 

 
What, kind sir, is a comic convention? Don’t think 
about it too hard, it’s just a place where countless 
geeks and nerds gather to indulge in geeky and 
nerdy things. There are celebrity guests, discus-
sion panels, costume contests, and booths full of 
colorful merchandise. That last one is where you 
come in. 

 
Most comic cons (at least the larger ones) have 
their merchandise booths separated out into dis-
tinct sections, usually Vendors and the Artist Alley. 
Vendors sell anything and everything related to 
comics and pop culture; prints, toys, games, appar-
el, knickknacks, and yes, even the occasional comic. 
The Artist Alley is where artists of all shapes and 
sizes sell their original works, and as an author, you 
qualify. Here’s the best part: the Artist Alley is sim-
ultaneously the most popular and cheapest area in 
the entire convention. Anyone can sell a Deadpool 
bobblehead, but not everyone can sell an original 
print of Deadpool playing with his own bobblehead. 

 
This is why the Artist Alley is so powerful to au-
thors. Your books qualify as original works, so you 
can join the army of artists selling art. The conven-
tion promoters love the Artist Alley because comic 

fans love comic artists. The assumption is also made 
that artists, being artists, are struggling to pay rent, 
so they offer the deepest discounts for booths, often 
half the price of vendor booths. 

 
Which brings us to the million dollar question. How 
much are the booths? Rest assured, they are no-
where near a million dollars (unless you’re attending 
the massive San Diego Comic Con, but that’s a whole 
other can of nerds). Typically, booths range from $50 
to $400, and that’s for the entire weekend. You also 
get free passes to the convention, your own covered 
booth with chairs, and a cool vendor pass to distin-
guish you from the peons. 

 

Ming Chen of AMC’s Comic Book Men with his 
copy of Transient  and author Zach Wheeler 
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 So why the big swing in prices? Well, some conventions 
are more popular than others. If you want to sling your 
wares at the Roswell Galacticon, it will cost you about 
$50. But, if you’re lucky enough to score a booth at the 
huge Denver or Phoenix cons, you’re going to have to 
dig deeper into the wallet.  
 
Think of it like this: the bigger the crowd, the bigger the 
cost. But, do not let the price points rattle you. Fans 
come to conventions with a burning desire to buy stuff. 
It’s not like you’re hawking books in the streets. With 
the right attitude and a good elevator pitch, you will al-
most certainly cover your expenses and score a sizeable 
profit. 
 

As an example, I recently attended the Albuquerque 
Comic Con, the biggest one in the state. Booth prices 
were $200 for the entire weekend, a great value for 
the crowd size. I brought 80 copies of my debut novel 
Transient, along with a bunch of promo freebies (very 
important, will talk about those in a minute). I sold 
78 of them at a discounted price of $10 each. That’s 
$780, which more than covered the entire con and all 
printing costs. I wasn’t even trying to make a profit. I 
just wanted to promote my works and, best case sce-
nario, cover my booth costs. And without breaking a 
sweat, I left with a healthy profit. 

 
Sounds like a barrel of fantastic awesomeness. So what’s 
the catch, con man? Yes, there is a catch. A very, very, 
very big catch. And I already know it will be a deal-
breaker for many authors. You must, and I cannot 
stress this enough ... be personable. I can hear the 
shrieks of hysteria coming from several of you, but this 
is non-negotiable. The single worst thing you can do as 
a booth jockey is be shy. You have a sea of target clien-
tele walking by you at all times. If you’re afraid to talk 
to them, then you have no business being there. I can-
not tell you how many times I have walked by an artist 
booth, only to see them facedown in their smartphone. 
For pity’s sake, engage your audience. 

Okay, so you’ve made peace with the necessary extro-
version. Now what? Well, it’s time to build a killer 
booth. Authors, more than anyone else, succumb to 
booth blandness. This is a comic convention, an event 
full of pulsing colors, neon spandex, and scantily clad 
cosplayers. You must stand out. It’s not enough to drop 
your books on a table with price tags. You need post-
ers, promo cards, signage, freebies, whatever it takes to 
say “look at me, I’m a cool author with fun stories.” One 
of my favorite things to do is dress up as a popular 
character from my genre. You’ll hook potential readers 
simply as a fellow fan. I write science fiction, so on the 

busiest day of the con, I dress up as Jayne Cobb from 
Firefly. At one point, I sold three books after singing 
The Hero of Canton with a Serenity ensemble. 

Oh, and the cons usually sell beer, so that helps. 

 
A few notes on freebies: they can be literally any-
thing related to you and your work. I always have a 
ton of business cards spread out on the table with 
book covers on one side and my author info on the 
other. Pro tip: don’t overdo it with the personal de-
tails. Your name, website, and social media handles 
are more than enough. I get all my cards and post-
ers from VistaPrint, an easy and affordable online 
option. Get creative. I used to be in rock bands once 
upon a time, so I always bring a stack of old CDs to 
give away. 

Comic cons can be insanely rewarding (and highly 
profitable) if you play them right, but you have to be 
smart about it. Some other things to consider: you 
must be able to take credit cards. You live in a digital 
culture, so leverage it. If you manage to hook a read-
er, but can't take their preferred method of payment, 
then you should slap yourself and go hide under a 
rock. I use Square, an easy option that allows you to 
swipe cards on your smartphone. Power is also an 
issue because you want your phone up at all times 
for transactions and promo pics.  

I always bring a portable USB charger, which you 
can nab on Amazon for cheap. Polish and exploit 
your social media presence. You should announce 
your events and booth locations as they approach. 
And, be sure to post during the event (that means 
having all your apps connected and up to date). One 
of my favorite instances was when Ming Chen of 
AMC’s Comic Book Men snatched a copy ofTransient. 
He posed for a pic and I blasted it through Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram before he even got back to 
his booth. That’s right, celebrity endorsements! You 
never know what will happen, so be prepared for it. 

And so, that’s a decent summation of what to expect 
from Comic-cons as an author of science fiction or 
fantasy. If you have any questions, feel free to ping 
me through social media. For the curious among you, 
there are plenty of pics from previous events on my 
Instagram page. You can also check out upcoming 
cons on the events page of my author website, 
ZachryWheeler.com. I keep it updated regularly, so 
bookmark it and enjoy. Cheers! 
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The Big Wheel 
 

By Scott Archer Jones 
 

Robko Zlata is careening across 
America with a call girl–his ex-
wife. Robko stole the wrong 
thing, a device that guarantees 
immortality. His wrathful target, 
a corrupt billionaire, wants the 
world's greatest technology 
back. Robko's new worst enemy 
unleashes his fortune in unre-
lenting pursuit. Throw in the 
underground world of drugs 
and punk clubs, five-star hotels 
and cheap motels and Robko is 
in for one hell of a crash. 

www.scottarcherjones.com 

 

   The April Sage will feature poetry by our own 
fabulous creative verbal artists.  SWW members 
are invited to submit their poetry for inclusion in 
the next issue.   

   Only one poem per member will be used - but 
feel free to submit two or three - whichever the edi-
torial staff feels is best will grace our publication.  
There are few rules: 

 

 The poem cannot be more than 40 lines. 

 It can be in any format or style. 

 Poems can be on any topic as long as they do 
not contain swear words or pornography, 
and do not suggest any racial, political, or 
gender discrimination.   

 Sage editors have the right of refusal for any 
reason. 

 Submission automatically includes the per-
mission of the author to publish in the Sage.  
There will be no compensation other than 
personal enjoyment and your name in print.  

 Authors can submit a short bio and a picture 
- either of themselves or of something the 
author feels compliments their work.  

Poems should be emailed to the Sage editor no 
later than March 17th - St. Paddy’s Day! 

So send  your best stuff to swwsage@swcp.com! 

Calling all Poets! 

 (some)  Types of Poetry 

Acrostic     Ballad      Ballade    Cinquain 

ABC      Blank Verse     Diamante 

Echo Verse      Epic     Epigram 

Free Verse      Haiku      Horatian Ode 

Irregular Ode      Kennings   Tyburn 

Kyrielle     Limerick    Lyric     Ode 

Ottava Rima      Pantoum      Pindaric Ode 

Renga      Riddle     Rondeau 

Senryu      Shakespearean Sonnet 

Sonnet    Shape Poem   Tanka 

Terza Rima    Tetractys   Tiolet 

Exquisite Corpse! 

Burlesque    Canzone   Concrete 

Carpe Diem   Couplet   Classicism 

Elegy   Epitaph   Ghazal    

Epithalamium     Idyll    Lay 

Iambic pentameter     Petrarchan 

http://www.scottarcherjones.com/
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APRIL IS POETRY MONTH 

Exquisite Corpse? 

Find out about this unique poetic tradition, along with other 

writing techniques that allow you a glimpse into the world of the poet 

      

                                               Joanne Bodin            Jeanne Shannon 

At the Tuesday, April 18, 2017 Meeting 
7 pm to 9 pm 

New Life Presbyterian Church  
 

April is poetry month. And what better way to honor the bards and word-
weavers, the poets —the mainstay of cultural preservation—than to come to 
SouthWest Writers for an interactive experience in the poetic tradition of ex-
quisite corpse, and other playful poetic writing techniques. Bring pens, pencils, 
a notebook, and your curiosity as you embark on a fun-filled journey into the 
world of the poet. You do not need to be a poet to participate.  
 
Jeanne Shannon and Joanne Bodin, both award-winning poets, will facilitate this 
Tuesday meeting. 
 
Jeanne Shannon’s poetry has appeared in numerous small-press and university journals 
and anthologies, including Midway Journal, Malpais Review, Cloudbank, Glint Literary 
Journal and Imagine Peace, an anthology from Bottom Dog Press. She has published four 
full-length collections of her work and several chapbooks. In a Rose Wood Wandering and 
At the Horizon Line were finalists for a New Mexico/Arizona Book Award in poetry, and 
her 2016 book, Summoning, was a winner in that category. She has also published short 
fiction and memoir essays. 

Joanne Bodin Ph.D., is an award-winning author, poet, and retired educator. Her book of 

poetry, Piggybacked, was a finalist in the New Mexico Book Awards. Her novel, Walking 

Fish, won the New Mexico Book Award and the International Book Award in gay/lesbian 

fiction. She is past vice president of the New Mexico State Poetry Society, and is on the 

boards of Southwest Writers and the New Mexico Orchid Guild. Her poetry has appeared 

in numerous poetry anthologies and literary journals. Her new novel, Orchid of the Night, 

is a dark psychological thriller about a man running from his troubled past, who finds sol-

ace in the gay sanctuary of Ixtlan.  All books available on Amazon.  Her new website is 

www.joannebodin.com.  
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 -  Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 -  Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

Speakers and Topics for 

Upcoming SWW Meetings 
 

  
Saturday, March 4, 10:00am-Noon 

 Taking the Scenic Route 

 Paula Paul 
 

Tuesday, March 17th 7pm-9pm 

 The Writer’s Block Myth, Get Past Stuck & 
Experience Lasting Creative Freedom 

 Heloise Jones 

  
Tuesday, April 18, 7pm-9pm 

 Exquisite Corpse?   A Poetic Tradition 

 Joanne Bodin and Jeanne Shannon 

  
Saturday, May 6, 10:00am-Noon 

 Writing Your Way In 

 Lynn Miller 

  
Saturday, August 15, 10:00am-Noon 

 Topic TBD 

    Jodi Thomas 

 

More information available on the SWW 

website:  www.southwestwriters.com 

http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
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The Business of Writing Workshop 
By Fred A. Aiken 

 
   When I moved to Albuquerque in July 1996, I saw an an-
nouncement about SWW’s Annual Writing Conference.  I sent in 
my registration and joined SWW in order to get the lowest regis-
tration rate.  The conference was very educational.  The first 
class that I registered for was a class on deducting your writing 
expenses on your income tax return taught by Ted Lynn of Silver 
City, NM.   

  I learned in that class that any writer who wanted to be a professional writer could use the tax laws to deduct his or 
her writing expenses from their income taxes, regardless of how much money they had earned in the year.  You did 
not have to make money from your writing to qualify for this privilege.  Thus, beginning writers at this stage of their 
careers will find that a large chunk of their income comes from the benefits of the Federal Tax Code, as long as they 
operate their writing businesses in a professional manner. 

   Becoming a professional writer is simple.  All you have to do is to self-declare yourself one and operate your busi-
ness in a professional manner.  In the world that the IRS lives in, there are only two types of writers: Professional 
Writers and Hobbyists.   

   Why writers write is the difference between the two types.  Hobbyists write for enjoyment.  Professional Writers 
also write for enjoyment but also write to earn money from their writing.  That profit incentive is the true difference 
between the two types of writers.  You repeatedly hear writers at SWW meeting categorically state the Writing is a 
Business.  That’s true.   

   The Professional Writer treats his or her endeavors in a businesslike manner.  This workshop will teach you how to 
operate your writing business in a businesslike manner.  It will help you to clarify the tax code by interpreting the ter-
minology used in the US Tax Code, improve your knowledge of accounting systems and the terminology used by 
those engaged in business accounting and finance, what are the allowable deductions for you to take, how to prove 
yourself to the IRS that you indeed are a professional writer through the preponderance of evidence rule. 

   The Business of Writing Workshop is designed to help writers demonstrate that they are indeed professional writers 
who are entitled to the benefits that the tax code provides.  The Workshop is designed to teach any writer regardless 
of her/his stage in their career how to operate their business in a professional manner and how to avail themselves of 
all the tax benefits allowed by law. 

   The class will be held on three consecutive Thursday nights (March 9, 16 and 24) from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the 
SWW Offices.  Cost is $99 for SWW members, $104 for Osher Members, and $109 for nonmembers. Cost is tax de-
ductible. 
 

  In this class, the participants will: 
 
 Learn the IRS requirement for a professional writer to deduct his/her writing related expenses from their income 

tax. 
 Understand the record keeping requirements, the meaning of the vocabulary employed by tax professionals, and 

how the tax forms should be filled out. 
 Discover the myriad of legal tax deductions available to the profession writer. 
 How a Business Plan for their writing business helps to prove that they are entitled to be considered a professional 

in their industry. 
 How to manage cash flow from their writing and maximize profits. 
  
 For more information about this class or to ask questions about it, email Fred A. Aiken at FAAiken@aol.com.  Visit 
his website at www.FredAAikenWriter.com and read his two blogs: Thoughts for Tuesday which is posted weekly 
and Friday “Fruit for Thought”, which is posted every first, third and fifth Fridays.  Fred can usually be found at the 
registration table in the back of the room nearly every SWW meeting.   www.southwestwriters.com.   

mailto:FAAiken@aol.com
http://www.FredAAikenWriter.com
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page  
requests every month. 

 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
 

Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.  
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

The Storyteller’s Anthology   
is available to order 
in paperback on Am-
azon. A great addi-
tion to any library, it 
exemplifies the di-
versity of talent we 
bring to the literary 
world. Please con-
sider leaving a posi-
tive comment on the 
Review page with a 
5-star rating to en-
hance salability of 
this excellent exam-
ple of  outstanding 
authorship by mem-
bers of SouthWest 
Writers!    

Do You Have a Published Book? 

The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member 

book covers across the Home page.  If you’d like us 

to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to 

swwsage@swcp.com.  No more than one book cov-

er per author.  Can be updated as  your next book 

comes out.   Send a small picture file .jpg no more 

than 140dpi.  The book covers will be a bit larger 

than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to 

edit to fit.  

Wooing the Leprechaun 

Every writer has a different reason for wanting to share 

their words.  For some it is purely the art, a  compulsion to 

weave them together in rich tapestries of emotional epic or 

poetry.   Others find words to be their preferred method of 

communicating information – teaching.    There are word-

smiths who employ their skills to pay the rent and others 

who write only for the joy of writing.   

No matter what kind of writing you engage in, to do it 

successfully you must reach out to the muse hidden in 

your mind, the leprechaun who guards the pot full of gold-

en inspiration, the dragon roaring over his treaure.   

What do they want, these capricious spirits?   What will 

make them share the gleaming hoard?   

You must become the treasure.   

An author cannot simply say “I want to write an epic nov-

el today.”   Authors who are successful learn their skills 

and hone the craft of writing; more than that, they im-

merse their hearts and minds in the genre of their choice.    

They daydream.  They tap into their psyche and devise 

whole new gardens of fantastic illusion.   

Those who cater to the prosaic will study the world they 

want to write for by being with others already living there. 

They dress and act and speak the language unique to the 

field.  They learn what is interesting and share it. 

You cannot write a successful mystery until you’ve 

learned how to create and solve puzzles – you cannot form 

a passionate liaison without personal knowledge of…

romance.    

In order to become golden a writer must first read, and 

love, and live.  They must hone their skills with the deter-

mination and energy of a professional athlete.  Their drive 

and imagination should rival the implacable advance of a 

hurricane driving inland.  

You’ll know you’ve won the interest of the Leprechaun 

when you find yourself sitting in his pot of gold guarded 

by the dragon while the muse whispers ideas for your next 

story.  

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days 
before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, 
participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 
hours, participant receives no refund for the class. For 
multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no 
refund. We pay our instructors based on how many stu-
dents enroll, so you are part of that roll count if you don’t 
cancel as detailed above. 

Student Scholarships 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high 
school and college students for one-year scholar-
ship memberships in our organization. To be eligi-
ble, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or 
college. If you know someone with the interest and 
desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to 
apply yourself, contact the SWW office at  

swwriters@juno.com.. 

 

SWW is on YOUTUBE! 

Enjoy SWW Meetings Anytime, Anywhere with Our YouTube Channel! 
Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting you wanted to attend? Do you ever wish you could go 

back and listen to your favorite speaker again? Are you a devoted member who just can’t make it to Albuquer-
que twice a month?  

If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy to hear that we now record our meetings and put 
them on YouTube for you to enjoy—for free! 

All you need is internet access. Your first step will be to get to the YouTube 
homepage (www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the search box at the 
top and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll get a page with search results, 
some of which will be recordings of past meetings, and one of which will be 
the channel itself. The channel will have the SWW pen logo.  

Click on that, and you’ll get to the SouthWest Writers YouTube homepage.  

Here, you’ll want to look in the upper right corner for a red button that says “Subscribe”. If you 
click that, SWW will be added to your list of subscribed channels—this means you can easily find 
our videos at any time using the Subscriptions box on the left. Once you’ve subscribed, you can also 
tell YouTube to email you any time we upload a new video. Simply click the bell icon to the right 

of the now gray box that says, “Subscribed.” This will open a small window with a checkbox. Check that, 
and you’ll be notified every time we add new videos to the page.  

It’ll take you less than five minutes to subscribe to us on YouTube and have un-
limited access to our growing archive of recorded meetings. See you online! 
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501

(c)(3) organization. 

2017  Board of Directors 

 
President: Sarah H. Baker                sbaker46@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: Rob Spiegel             robspiegel@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner    swwtreasurer@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Jim Tritten        jimtritten@comcast.net 
 
Website/Sage Rose Marie Kern        swwsage@swcp.com 
 
Social Media: Kimberly Mitchell    swwpublicrelations@gmail.com   
 
Office Manager: Larry Greenly     swwriters@juno.com 
 
Publicity: Robert Staub                   bronxbeachclub@yahoo.com 
 
Joanne Bodin                                     jsbodin@msn.com 
 
Don DeNoon                                           abqpoet@gmail.com 
 
Sam Moorman                                       sammoorman@ekit.com 
 
Dennis Kastendiek                           dwjkas@yahoo.com 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114   

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034    e 

-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2017 by author. Facts, 
views and opinions expressed are those of the 

authors and do not necessarily reflect the view-
points or opinions of SouthWest Writers. SWW 
does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, 
and publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email or in a Word document with Times New Roman 
or Calibri font in  12pt. size.  Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it 
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW of-
fice at 505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: 
sign up at SWW meetings or register 
online at www.southwestwriters.com 

 

Member meetings are held on the 1st Satur-
day of the month from 10am to noon, and on 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  
There are nearly 350 members, all of whom 
are encouraged to come together in celebra-
tion of the art of writing. At each meeting, 
many members announce their recent suc-
cesses and have an opportunity to network 
with other writers.   Most meetings feature 
prominent speakers  who bring their exper-
tise in the arts of writing, publication, edit-
ing, and many other topics of interest to 
those in the profession.   
 Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an 
additional workshop session is held to pro-
vide members with training in a variety of 
areas.  
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