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SWW members are invited to submit articles and information to 
the Sage and to the SWW website.  Acceptance and printing is 
at the discretion of the editor.   Contact Rose kern at  
swwsage@swcp.com with proposals for new articles.  

To those we love and see each day 

     And other loved ones far away 

To all good friends, whose friendship means so much 

      And those with whom we’re somehow out of touch. 

 

2018 
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The President’s Corner                                                                     by Sarah H. Baker 

Happy New Year!   

Can you believe it's already 2018?  I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays they chose 

to celebrate. 

I know many people make New Year's resolutions; I avoid them. For me, they're too 

easy to break, and once broken, too easy to forget. Instead, I like to plan. I'm plan-

ning a vacation, what to plant in my yard, how to rearrange my office, and a few 

other things. But, more importantly, I'm planning my writing schedule. Having re-

cently retired, I find I have plenty of time to write, but I've always worked better 

under pressure. (Yes, I'm a procrastinator.) Now I'm joining the ranks of those who schedule their writing 

time. I didn't understand that need when I was stealing every free moment to sit in front of my computer and 

write. 

It's always interesting to hear how others pull together their books, stories, or poems, but one thing I've 

learned over the past 20 years is that there is no one right way to do it. If you find it easier to write in long 

stretches once a week, or short stretches every day, do that. Don't let anyone convince you that your creative 

process is wrong. (This doesn't mean you shouldn't try other things to see if they work better for you, of 

course.) I wrote my first dozen or so novels without plotting anything. Now that my brain's synapses aren't 

quite so quick to connect and don't stay connected as long as they used to, I find myself plotting my books 

before I write them. I'm OK with that. I'm evolving. 

And speaking of evolving, our group will be doing so, too. One thing we've let slip a bit is the fact that meet-

ings are for our members. This doesn't mean we won't continue to welcome visitors; everyone should have a 

chance to see if we fit their needs before they join. What it does mean, though, is that if, after a few meet-

ings, you find we're the writers' group for you, we ask that you become a member.  Membership dues keep 

the organization afloat, allow us to bring in fantastic speakers, and ensure meaningful conferences, classes, 

and day-long workshops. 

I've always appreciated the way Southwest Writers members greet fellow writers of all genres with open 

arms.  I know we'll continue to do that. I look forward to working with and for you all in 2018. 

SouthWest Writers Meetings - Visitor/Guest Policy 

SWW wants new people to come and look over our award winning writers association - but 

since it is our membership dues that pay the fees for our outstanding speakers, we only allow up 

to three visits for visitors or guests before they are required to join the organization.   

Visitors are requested to sign in entering their email and/or phone number and wear a name tag. 
They will be invited to stand, introduce themselves and tell what kind of writing they do so that 
other writers in that genre can network with them during breaks in the meeting. 
 
The “Successes and Announcements” made at our meetings are limited to SWW members. 

As always, we encourage visitors to join SWW – a bargain at only $80 per year. 
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Dear Chaucer, 

     

     I keep hearing about POV. What is it? 

Confused by Acronyms 

 

Dear Confused, 

POV stands for "point of view." The term refers 

to the person telling the story. If a story is told 

from Jack's POV, only Jack's observations and 

thoughts will appear.  For instance, Jack may 

describe what Jill is doing as she climbs the hill 

with him.  He may tell us that Jill is smiling and 

laughing.  He may also tell us how much he 

likes Jill. Conversely, he will not usually de-

scribe his own expression, since he can't see it, 

and he won't be able to tell us what Jill is think-

ing. 

Besides the POVs of characters, you can also 

use an omniscient POV, describing all the ac-

tion taking place, and even all the characters' 

thoughts.  This is sometimes used as a story 

opens to set the scene, but it is not often car-

ried through the entire book in modern adult fic-

tion. Using a character's POV will help the read-

er more closely identify with that particular char-

acter. 

Chaucer 

     Ask  

              Chaucer! 

Dear Chaucer, 

What does "show, don't tell" really mean? 

Action Challenged 

 

Dear Action, 

"Show, don't tell" explains the concept that de-

scribing action and supplying dialogue where 

appropriate is better than telling us about the 

event with only narrative.  For example, telling 

us that Jack and Jill went up a hill to get water, 

then fell down and hurt themselves, isn't nearly 

as engaging as a description of the journey 

along the narrow path through wet grass, and 

an account of what they said and thought. Alt-

hough it tends to take longer to write, 

"showing" offers the reader an opportunity to 

be part of the action.  

Chaucer 

 

 
Do you have questions about writing you’d like to 

ask Chaucer?  Send them to swwsage@swcp.com 

with the subject line: ASK CHAUCER before the 

20th of the month for the next month’s Sage. 

NOTE: Questions should be  restricted to one para-

graph and one topic.  
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Student Scholarships 

 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high 
school and college students for one-year scholar-
ship memberships in our organization. To be eligi-
ble, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or 
college. If you know someone with the interest and 
desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to 
apply yourself, contact the SWW office at     
swwriters@juno.com. 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on 
books ordered via this link to 
 Amazon. 

“The Best of the Sage” Anthology 

Be a Part of it! 

Have you noticed that many of our member-

ship’s contributions to the Sage are excellent?   
 

Well, we have! 

Next Fall the board is considering publishing another 

anthology - this time it will contain articles and stories 

published in the Sage and written by SWW members.   

 

You have three ways of possibly being included: 

 Write an article for the Sage related to the craft of 

writing, getting published, etc... 

 Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the 

monthly  writing challenges announced in each 

Sage. 

 Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own  - 800 

words or less - on  any topic.   (inclusion in the 

Sage is subject to the discretion of the editor) 

 Artwork/photographs related to writing in general 

or accompanying your  stories. 

 

In September of 2018 the editor of the Sage will submit 

stories and articles received over the past three years to 

a  Board appointed committee who will review the pieces 

without names attached for inclusion in the “Best of the 

SouthWest Sage Anthology”.   

The plan is for the Anthology to be in print and availa-

ble by November of 2018.  

  

Are you ready to be published?  Well, here 

is your  first SWW Challenge for 2018! 
 

A New Year’s Writer’s Resolution 
 

What are your writing goals and aspirations for 2018?  

Send  an article between 400 and 800 words outlining 

what you plan to accomplish this year.  It can be funny, 

frustrated, or sincere.  It can be instructional or insight-

ful.  Look ahead and give us your personal blueprint 

for success.   

The article can be sent as either a word document or as 

text in an email.  Don’t’ use any fancy fonts, Times 

New Roman , Courier, or Arial will be find.  12pt type.   

Pictures are allowed.  Please send a headshot and short 

bio with each submission.  

Send your masterpiece to: 

swwsage@swcp.com by January 20th for inclusion in 

the February Sage.   
 

Some of the planned challenges for 2018 include: 

 Best Elevator Pitches/Book Synopsis 

 Short story about a supporting character from your 

book   

 Poetry  (topics TBD) 

 Young Adult fictional story  

 Mysteries set at least partially in the Southwest. 
 

Others will be announced as the year progresses.  

(NOTE:  There is no rule against sending something on 

these topics early) 

 In general the stories and articles should be  about 800 

- 1000 words  unless otherwise stated in that month’s 

challenge.    

So dust off the keyboard and sharpen the pen-

cils - we’d love to see you send us something 

every month ! 

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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pipsqueak, squirt, snip.” Clearly, Oxford knows that to 

call someone a whippersnapper is not high praise.  

 Thirdly, since whippersnapper is as defined above, 

the Editor must believe that I am now “an unimportant 

but offensively presumptuous person,” because I was 

one in the 1950s. True, he softens the castigation with 

the mellow “fortunate,” so he may believe that there is 

some fragmentary virtue hidden in whippersnapper-

ness.  

 Personality traits, although not graven in stone, do 

endure. And while the spreading oak tree is foreshad-

owed in the little whippersnapper of an acorn, clearly, 

more data are needed to address the issue of whether 

the Editor is correct in his attribution of whippersnap-

pery, or if interviews with long-time acquaintances will 

verify the Editor’s unspoken assumption that this is a 

persistent character defect. 

 However, there remains one possibility—one that I 

am most reluctant to raise. Could the Editor, like me, 

have been ignorant of the true meaning of whipper-

snapper? This is a monumental matter. After all, Edi-

tors are ostensibly the founts of knowledge, reservoirs 

from whom flow the cumulative wisdom of the ages, 

demanding in their scrutiny of every jot and tittle, eve-

ry comma and semi-colon, every past-pluperfect. To 

think otherwise is to stain the editorial eyeshade with 

qualms about editorial inerrancy. 

 But even worse, it is humbling to learn that what 

seemed to be a fine, slightly esoteric, vaguely unflatter-

ing, but delightfully polysyllabic word, has a meaning 

a good deal less benign than I had thought. To idiosyn-

cratically redefine a word to better suit one’s own mis-

conception is to lurch down the pathway to chaos and 

entropy. So what word can be used in lieu of 

“whippersnapper” when describing someone common-

ly thought of as whippersnapperish? Scalawag?  Exu-

berant?  Zestful? I’m flummoxed. 

 Given the foregoing, a reader might conclude that: 1) 

The Editor is correct, and/or 2) I should henceforth 

eschew writing in favor of collecting gum wrappers.  

 

 

BIO:  Abandoning his practice of writing boring 

academic papers and reports, J. Stanley Rhine has 

turned to writing boring papers on other subjects. 

This is an example. 

  

 

 

 

 

“Whippersnappery” 
By J. Stanley Rhine 

 

 In referring to a 1950s-era piece I wrote, the Editor said 

that I had been “fortunate to be a young whippersnapper 

back then.” While “whippersnapper” is not a common 

word, I had heard and used it, and thought I knew what it 

meant: a lad (or much less commonly, a lass) brimming 

with an excretable fluid and vinegar—vim and vigor, if you 

will—one whose eyes burn with fleeting passions, one who 

never walks when he could run. However, Random House’s 

Unabridged Dictionary takes a less charitable view. 

 It says that a whippersnapper is “an unimportant but of-

fensively presumptuous person, especially a young one.” It 

is true that we rarely bother to look up words with which 

we believe we are familiar, but this example suggests we 

should consider doing so more frequently. Otherwise we 

might unintentionally bruise readers when we only meant to 

tickle their neurons with a deliberately chosen, but some-

what arcane word. 

 The Editor’s use of “young whippersnapper” thus raises 

some issues.  

Firstly, is there such a thing as an old whippersnap-

per? Random House deems it possible, as it says, “…

especially a young one.” This would suggest that old whip-

persnappers are an uncommon phenomenon, perhaps the 

inverse of a young fogy. That the latter do exist is shown by 

such aggregations as “Young Republicans for Romney.” 

Or, perhaps, by “young Republicans.” Thus, “young whip-

persnapper” may be slightly redundant, but it is not oxymo-

ronic. 

 Secondly, since whippersnapper is a pejorative term, one 

that casts the subject in an unfavorable light, is there some 

better word to describe someone full of vim, vigor, etcet-

era? Neither Roget’s College Thesaurus nor The Laurel 

Instant Synonyms and Antonyms stoops to whippersnap-

pery. And Wikipedia is quite unhelpful. However, the Ox-

ford Compact Thesaurus suggests that suitable substitutes 

for whippersnapper are “upstart, stripling, [or] informal 
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SWW is on YouTube! 

Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting you wanted to attend? Do you ever wish you could go back 
and listen to your favorite speaker again? Are you a devoted member who just can’t make it to Albuquerque twice 
a month?  

If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy to hear that we record our meetings and put them on 
YouTube for you to enjoy—for free! 

Go online to the YouTube homepage (www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the search box at the top 
and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll get a page with search results, some of which will be recordings of past 
meetings, and one of which will be the channel itself. The channel will have the SWW pen logo.  

Click on that, and you’ll get to the SouthWest Writers YouTube homepage.  

SouthWest Writers Volunteer Opportunity! 

Do you Tweet?  Or Facebook? 

   SWW needs a social media coordinator to work with Kimber-

ly Rose.  This fun task brings SWW into the public eye and al-

lows members an avenue for intercommunication.    Improve 

your own e-marketing skills, be innovative in your support of 

your fellow authors.   

    Kim Rose is the one behind the cameras at the SWW meet-

ings - go up and introduce yourself - she’d love to mentor you 

in the basics of using social media! 
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2 hour Workshop Prices: 

Saturdays after the meetings 

$20 SWW Members 
$25 Osher Members w/Card 

$30 Non-Members  

4. Many aviation groups look for people to give 

lectures - so I set up a powerpoint presentation 

to cover several topics in my book which I pre-

sent at those meetings .  

5. I set up a book tour and advertised it on my 

website and in my magazines.  

The book tour allowed me to visit friends and fami-

ly around the country - and since I did lectures and 

sold books the entire trip was tax deductible.    

In general I found that my book sales at every lec-

ture was approximately 30% of the attendance, 

pretty good!   

Whether you write fiction or non-fiction, the secret 

to successful marketing lies in knowing your audi-

ence and being generous in your dealings with 

them.  I dedicated 10% of my net sales to the 

Young Eagles program which helps kids experience  

piloting small aircraft - and I advertised the gifts on 

my website and in Ads.   

Self-publishing isn’t for everyone, but if you can be 

creative with your marketing - it may be for YOU! 

 

Rose Marie Kern became an 

Air Traffic Controller in 1983.  

In 2006 she met Jack Hickman 

(pictured with Rose) who was  

the editor of a local pilot news-

letter at a SWW Saturday meet-

ing which ultimately led to the 

publication of Air to Ground.  

Her next book - a memoir about 

a women in the Air Traffic pro-

fession is due to be published in 

early 2018.   

Why Did I Self-Publish 

By Rose Marie Kern  

 

   Greetings Fellow Writers! 

      As many of you know I chose to self-publish my 

book “Air to Ground - a Guide to the World of Air 

Traffic Control.”    The decision to do so actually be-

gan years before the book was written. 

   In a sense I have been in the process of writing the 

book since 2006 - the year I first began writing arti-

cles for aviation publications.  Each article covers a 

topic related to Air Traffic Control (ATC) and to avia-

tion weather.   

   I began by writing free articles for small local chap-

ters of a national pilot association.  This attracted the 

attention of a national magazine whose editor request-

ed he be allowed to reprint one...and his readership 

liked it so much he asked me to do a monthly column.   

   After a couple months I got more requests from var-

ious magazines and now I send monthly articles to 9 

publications and do some spot work for others.  Some 

of these are paid and some are freebies.   

  I figure all of them together reach a quarter million 

pilots every month.  This is how I built a fan base for 

the book I was going to eventually write.   

      Air Traffic Control, or ATC, is a niche market - 

not one likely to excite a publisher, so self-publishing 

was the right choice.  This pathway puts the burden of 

marketing squarely on the author’s shoulders.  Here 

are a few of the actions I employed:  

1. By giving freebie articles to various publications I 

earned the right to request free ad space and re-

views for my book.   

2. I used Ingram Spark as a  printer which made mar-

keting to bookstores or online easier.  One of the 

places I gave a lecture ordered 80 books directly 

from Ingram Spark.   

3. I researched aviation events that featured author’s 

corners and reached out to do book signings. 
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 Notice to Members! 
 

SWW Membership Fee Changes 

    As of January 1, 2018, SWW changed its mem-

bership fee to $80/annum.  Student memberships 

remain $25/year with school identification submit-

ted annually.  

What Does Your Membership Pay For? 

 The goal of SWW is to help writers reach their 

goals by providing inspiration, education 

about the craft, and information about publish-

ing and the industry.  Members who are pub-

lished share their experiences with others and 

lend their support in may ways. 
 

The small annual membership fee pays for: 

 Well known speakers at 23 meetings a year! 

 SAGE:  An Award Winning E-Newsletter 

 WEBSITE:  A comprehensive informational 

online resource where members can have their 

own page and make announcements.  

 Discounts on Workshops and Classes presented 

by authors successful in their fields.  

 Discounts on Writers Conferences covering a 

variety of Genres. 

 SWW members are eligible for local shop dis-

counts - contact the office for the current list.  

 Meeting Space and Office Support 

 YouTube broadcasting of all meeting speakers 

and most workshops.  

 

“In 2017 When I was told SWW membership was 

$80 I thought they meant per month!  The quality of 

the meeting speakers made that amount worthwhile, 

imagine my surprise when I was told that was the 

annual fee!”   Zachry Wheeler 

  

Speakers for Upcoming Meetings 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Tuesday, Jan 16   7pm-9pm 

 Marc Calderwood 

 Celluloid Aspirations 
  
Saturday, Feb 3 10am-noon 

 Steve Brewer 

 Nuts and Bolts 
 
Tuesday,  Feb 20   7pm-9pm 

 Lorena Hughes 

 To Err is Human, To Learn Divine 
 
Saturday, March 3 10am-Noon 
 Melody Groves 
 Putting Emotions into Writing 
 
Tuesday March 20   7pm-9pm 
 Judy Avila 
 Topic  TBD 
 
Saturday, April 7 10am-noon 

 TBD 

  
Tuesday, April 17   7pm-9pm 

 Joanne Bodin & Jeanne Shannon 

 Poetry 
 
Saturday, May 5  10am-noon 

 TBD 
 
Tuesday, June 19  7pm-9pm 

 Michael Backus 

 Topic TBD 
 
NOTE:  Dates missing have not been set up yet.  

 
 
 

More information about these upcoming speakers 
for SWW Meetings is available on the SWW web-
site:   

www.southestwriters.com 

http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
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On Constructive Criticism 

I've noticed that there are a lot of people  
who are highly resistant to receiving criti-
cal comments from writers whose work 
has been produced on a regular basis. 

 They believe that they already have what 
they need, yet their story concepts, log 
lines and grammar are a complete mess. I 
constantly see arrogance like at the school 
where I teach acting. People deeply re-
sistant to the idea that it takes years to un-
derstand story and character, and thou-
sands of hours of hard work to create 
them. 

Few survive, but I notice that passion, 
consistency and most importantly a desire 
for the objective truth - are the qualities 
that the successful ones display.                     

-Mathew Alec  Costin     
@BeamEyesElf 

 

 

Revision Angst 

“The trouble with most 

of us is that we’d rather 

be ruined by praise than 

saved by criticism.” 
 

       – Norman Vincent Peale 
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Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is 
entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the class. For multi-session classes, if you 
miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are part of that roll 
count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 -  Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 -  Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 
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Place Your Ad Here 
Advertise your writing-related  

products and services. 

Business Card Size only $20.00 
1/4 page, vertical: $40 - 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 

15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months 

 

 
Upcoming SWW Conferences 

 
Spring 2018 - In Other Worlds - SciFy/

Fantasy Writers Conference 
May 19 - Nativo Lodge Albuquerque.  More 

info in February Sage.  
 

  
Fall 2018   “Fiction versus Non-Fiction” 

Conference 
  

Fall 2019   Military Writer’s Conference 
Partnering with the Military Writers Associa-

tion of America 
 

 

 

 

A Science Fiction/Fantasy  

Writers Conference Update 
Due to unforeseen circumstances the SciFy/

Fantasy conference is being moved back to 

May 19th.    Look for more information and 

registration forms in the February Sage! 

Upcoming Classes 

 

Crafting a Nonfiction 
Book Proposal 

B Y  L O R E T TA  H A L L     

 January 14, 21, 28 and  

                       Feb 4, 2018 

Sunday Afternoons   2:00 to 4:00pm   

 

W R I T I N G  F O R  
M A G A Z I N E S :  
B A G G I N G  Y O U R  
F I R S T   
M A G A Z I N E   
A S S I G N M E N T  
                  

by Melody Groves 

Saturday, April 21, 2018   9am-noon  and  

Saturday, April 28, 2018 9am-noon 

More information about classes and speakers is 
available on the SWW Website Classes  page.    
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Upcoming Workshops  

These take place after the regular  
Saturday meetings 
 

Saturday February 3rd 12:30-2:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Celluloid Aspirations Redux 
With Marc Calderwood 
 
 
Saturday March 3, 2018 12:30pm-2:30pm 

 What I Learned 
from Nancy Drew 

with Chris Eboch 

 

Saturday May 5th  12:30pm-2:30pm 

Historical Fiction 

with Sandra Toro 
 

  

Saturday June 2, 2018   12:30pm-2:30pm 
 

Using Humor in  

Writing 

with Steve Brewer 
 

Saturday: January 6, 2018  
12:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

Jack Woodville London 

C R E A T I N G  T I M E  A N D  
P L A C E  B Y  C R E A T I N G  
L A N G U A G E :    

W R I T I N G  W I T H  A  
S E N S E  O F  H I S T O R Y  

 

This talk is an extension of the presentation given dur-
ing the SWW meeting.  It will focus on falling out of 
love with your prose in order to comply with Elmore 
Leonard’s rule to leave out the parts that readers tend 
to skip, or should skip.  Readers have only the most 
general notion of what the story is, whether fact or fic-
tion, and the only clues they have are the words you 
use. 
The afternoon workshop focuses on participants actu-
ally writing, in this case focusing on “Creating time 
and place by creating language:  writing with a sense 
of history.”   We hope to identify the time, place, and 
conflict of your story, then find and apply, perhaps 
even create words that bring them alive without hitting 
the reader over the head with them. 
 
Jack Woodville London studied at Oxford University 
and the Academy of Fiction, St. Céré, France and was 
the first Author of the Year of the Military Writers So-
ciety of America. He is the author of nine articles on 
the craft of writing and numerous articles on early 20th 
Century history. His craft book, A Novel Approach, a 
short and light-hearted work on the conventions of 
writing, is designed to help writers who are setting out 
on the path to write their first book. A Novel Ap-
proach won the E-Lit Gold Medal for non-fiction in 
2015. 
His World War II-era novel Virginia’s War was a Fi-
nalist for Best Novel of the South and the Dear Author 
‘Novel with a Romantic Element’ contest. His 
‘parallel-quel’ novel, Engaged in War, won the silver 
medal at the London Book Festival for General Fiction 
and was the Book of the Month by Good Reads. The 
third novel in this series, Children of a Good War, is 
represented by WordServe Literary Agency. 
Jack also is the author of the serialized novel The (very 

brief) War Diary of Bart Sullivan, available to readers 

of his newsletter, First Draft. 
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Welcome to 2018 Battle of the Book Competition 

on April 28, 2018 at 

Los Lunas High School Cafeteria 

 

   Los Lunas is sponsoring a reading contest called The New Mexico 
Battle of the Books. The Battle  is a reading competition for students in 
grades 4-8. Children read and meet with their peers throughout the 
year, then enter a quiz-style battle in which they are asked about 
books that they have read from the year’s designated Battle of the 
Books reading list. Teams are sponsored by schools, public libraries or 
other organizations, and compete in either the Elementary or Middle 
School Division. 

 
   They are inviting New Mexico authors to bring their books to sell during the 
morning of April 28, 2018.    This is particularly a good event for those who write 
books in the young readers and young adult genres. 

 

ALL AUTHORS ARE INVITED TO PROMOTE, SELL or AUTOGRAPH BOOKS 
DURING THE COMPETITION.   Contact Teresa Martinez (below) for an application. 

 
Please plan to set up at 8:00 a.m. and tear down is at 1:00 p.m. Set-up is free and 
there is NO application fee. One table is available to each author.    Fact: Every 
author last spring sold book(s). 

 

http://nmlibraries.org/battleofthebooks 

 Contact:   Teresa Martinez, (505) 865-7273 ext. 8434        tmartinez@llschools.net 

**One book donation is requested  from each author and will be a  

silent auction item or giveaway during the competition. 

tel:(505)%20865-7273
mailto:tmartinez@llschools.net


14 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * January 2018 

 

 

Annual Membership in  
SouthWest Writers 

Individual: $80 as of Jan 1, 2018 
Student:  $25   

Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75,  

Lifetime Membership: $750     

Download the Sage from 
www.southwestwriters.com 

 

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page  
requests every month. 

 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.  
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

The Storyteller’s  
Anthology   

 
is available to order in paperback on Amazon. A great addition to any library, it exempli-
fies the diversity of talent we bring to the literary world. Please consider leaving a posi-
tive comment on the Review page with a 5-star rating to enhance salability of this excel-

 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome 
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writ-
ing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of South-
West Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accu-
racy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document with Times New Roman 
or Calibri font in  12pt. size.  Do not get fancy with for-
matting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it 
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, South-
West Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

Santa Fe Science Writing Workshop 

Applications are being taken for the 23rd annual 
Santa Fe Science Writing Workshop, which runs 
from  Monday evening, May 7, 2018 through Satur-
day morning, May 12, at the Inn of the Governors in 
downtown Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

The workshop was founded and is directed by 

• Sandra Blakeslee, longtime science writer for the New 
York Times and co-author of Sleights of Mind, The 
Body Has a Mind of its Own and other books, and 

• George Johnson, two time winner of the AAAS Sci-
ence Journalism Award and author of The Ten Most 
Beautiful Experiments, The Cancer Chronicles, and 
other books 

We will be joined by three guest instructors: 

• Henry Fountain, climate reporter for the New York 
Times and author of The Great Quake 

• Cornelia Dean, former Science Editor ofThe New 
York Times and author of Making Sense of Science, 
Against the Tide, and other books 

 Robert Lee Hotz, Pulitzer-prize-winning science 
journalist for The Wall Street Journal 

http://sciwrite.org/ 

http://sandrablakeslee.com/
http://sandrablakeslee.com/books.php
http://sandrablakeslee.com/books.php
http://talaya.net/
http://talaya.net/10experiments.html
http://talaya.net/10experiments.html
http://talaya.net/chronicles/
https://www.nytimes.com/by/henry-fountain
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/253153/the-great-quake-by-henry-fountain/9781101904060/
https://www.nytimes.com/by/cornelia-dean/
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674059696
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674059696
https://www.wsj.com/news/author/7597
http://sciwrite.org/
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-

exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

2018  Board of Directors 

 

Pres: Sarah H. Baker, sbaker46@comcast.net 

VP: Rob Spiegel, robspiegel@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner, klangsteiner@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Kimberly Rose, kimberjanerose@gmail.com 

Sage Editor: Rose Marie Kern   swwsage@swcp.com 

Donald DeNoon, abqpoet@gmail.com 

Dollie Williams, msdollie1215@aol.com 

Larry Greenley, swwriters@juno.com 

Jim Tritten, jimtritten@comcast.net 

Joanne Bodin, jsbodin@msn.com 

Sam Moorman,  eva1245@juno.com 

Su-Ellen Lierz, slierz@comcast.net 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114   

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034     

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author, 
sending them to the Sage implies the Sage has per-

mission to print. Facts, views and opinions ex-
pressed are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of the 
SouthWest Writers organization. SWW does not 

necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW office at 
505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: sign 
up at SWW meetings or register online at 

www.southwestwriters.com 

 

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of 
the month from 10am to noon, and on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  There are 
nearly 350 members, all of whom are encouraged 
to come together in celebration of the art of writ-
ing. At each meeting, many members announce 
their recent successes and have an opportunity to 
network with other writers.   Most meetings fea-
ture prominent speakers  who bring their expertise 
in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and 
many other topics of interest to those in the pro-
fession.   
 Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an addi-
tional workshop session is held to provide mem-
bers with training in a variety of areas.  

  

 

Do You Have a Published Book? 

The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book covers across the Home page.  If 

you’d like us to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to swwsage@swcp.com.  No 

more than one book cover per author.  Can be updated as  your next book comes out.   

Send a small picture file .jpg no more than 140dpi.  The book covers will be a bit larger 

than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to edit to fit.  

mailto:sbaker46@comcast.net
mailto:robspiegel@comcast.net
mailto:klangsteiner@yahoo.com
mailto:kimberjanerose@gmail.com
mailto:abqpoet@gmail.com
mailto:msdollie1215@aol.com
mailto:swwriters@juno.com
mailto:jimtritten@comcast.net
mailto:jsbodin@msn.com
mailto:sammoorman@ekit.com
mailto:slierz@comcast.net

