July 2007

Vol. 22, No. 7

Early Success
by Julie Carter

I

n November 2006 I joined SWW and attended a seminar called Print, Publish and Promote. It was the
final push I needed to get over the hurdle of getting
my book off my desk and to a printer. Specifically and
particularly of great help and encouragement was Jerry
Simmons of www.WritersReaders.com. In a very short
time, he helped me realize I had all the elements for a
successful book launch in place and the only thing
getting in the way was me.
Jerry has continued to advise and mentor me through
each step of the process and by July 1, I will begin
shipping my book, Cowgirl Sass and Savvy.

FThe
website, www.julie-carter.com, is up and running,
presales are going well
and promotion and
advertising are kicking up
a notch as the printer
deadline arrives. Every
piece of Jerry’s advice has
been right on from
website design, cover
content and design to a
presale promotion.
I no longer duck when
someone winces at the
words “self-published.” I can proudly show them the
early successes of doing just that, from the creation of
my own publishing company, Savvy Publishing, to

design of my website using my own photography and a
book that is already in demand even before it’s off the
presses.
There is nothing like the hands-on creation of what I
knew in my mind I wanted and knew exactly what to do
with it. As Jerry pointed out to me in the November
seminar, I knew my audience better than any mainstream
publisher would and they would still expect me to do the
majority of promotion anyway.
I will also add that in a pull-quote in your May “from the
editor” article you said, “today’s most powerful writing
tools are the website and the blog.”
At first I didn’t think I had
time for a blog as I am also
a staff writer for the
Ruidoso News. My
webmaster encouraged it
and now I know it is what
will keep driving traffic
back to the site–and to
“my little piece of the
West.” It is a must for
writers who want to stay
real to their readers, be a
real person, and have
“people to people” contact with them. With the bulk of
the up-front work done, I can’t wait to get started on my
next book!

More SWW Member Successes
Scott Merrow’s flash fiction story, “Robot Feud,” won
third place in the Whim’s Place 1st Quarter Flash Fiction
Contest. Read it at http://www.whimsplace.com.
Jeanne Shannon has a prose-poem, “Fourteen Ways of
Looking at a Painting by Georgia O’Keeffe,” in the latest
issue of Isotope: A Journal of Literary Nature and Science
Writing published by Utah State University.
Barbara DuBois received $10, tied for first place in the
High Prairie New Mexico State Poetry Society contest
for April. Invited to a poetry reading on April 30 by
Gwen Roath of Steppin’ Out, Barbara sold a book and
was invited to contribute to their blog.

Working from home has been a big perk for new member,
Sue Donckles. In March Sue applied for a Girl Friday
position at www.wow-womenonwriting.com, WOW!
Women On Writing eZine, and went from Intern to Contributing Editor in six weeks! Her bylined article led their
June monthly newsletter. Sue adds, “I think it’s valuable to
pass on to new writers that we should never shy away
from helping others. What goes around truly comes
around!”
Sue Houser had a booksigning for Hot Foot Teddy: The
True Story of Smokey Bear in Capitan, NM, in May during
Smokey Bear Days. Her first booksigning was a success-135 books sold and signed! You go, girl!

Members, send your successes to editor@southwestwriters.com
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Vote! Vote! Vote!

From the Editor

SWW members are cordially requested to attend the
annual meeting on Sept. 1 at 10am to vote for 2008
officers. Ballots will be provided. Members who cannot
attend may mail their votes to Tellers Committee, c/o
7000 Bangor NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120 or e-mail
them to Tellers@SouthWestWriters.com no later than
August 31. You may only vote once.

O

nline marketing is hot. If you’re looking for
an easy, yet powerful way to promote your
book, look on page 11 of this issue. Jeff
Rivera’s article describes how he designed and
posted a book trailer made of stills and music
on his website and, after garnering a great deal
of attention, was rewarded by a juicy contract
with Warner Books.

While you’re there, on the facing page, see Judy Ducharme’s
review of The Ecuador Effect by David Stuart. After reading it,
“I called David, with whom I served on the UNM Faculty Senate
Committee,” Judy says, “and asked about the inequities of the
culture. Mainly, why South America developed as it did, when
North America seems at least more homogeneous, culturally.
He explained that we were settled by the English, whose Common
Law prevailed in the Colonies, but South America was settled
by Spain. Even now, according to the front material in his book,
2% of the nation’s elite own 90% of the Ecuadorian resources.”
You’ll find submission details in the new Writers’ Guidelines
at SouthWestWriters.com on the Sage page link. I detailed
what we’re looking for and how to write and submit it, so don’t
be shy. We’re in this together, right?
An impressive 112 people at the Saturday
meeting in June heard Lois Ruby speak on
the merits of agents. Among other valuable
info, Lois advises against paying reading or
other agent fees and related her experiences
with agents in general, both good and bad.
She says contracting with one in NYC or San
Francisco will give you an edge. Nancy
Salem of the Albuquerque Tribune provided a
host of ideas in the May Tuesday evening
meeting
on ways to turn your interest in
Nancy Salem
lifestyles and the arts into published atories.
She accepts phone calls if you have a plan to pitch.
“I can’t hear you. I’m not wearing my glasses,” was Deborah
Finkelstein’s opening at SWW’s June Fiction Workshop. New
SWW member Ann Euston reports laughter
and nodding heads followed and, for the next
two hours, “we worked on adding the spices
of taste, touch, sound and smell to our
writing.” The last hour was spent on dialogue.
This month’s informal creativity award goes
to Gloria Hightower, who designed and
made the book marketing apron pictured
here. She uses it to hold copies of her books as
she strolls through malls and bookstores with
a sign on her back, talking with people who
buy copies.

Gloria Hightower

Make plans now to attend the SWW Annual Awards Banquet at the Marriott Hotel on I-40 and Louisiana on Saturday,
Sept. 22. Make your reservation using the form on page 13 so
you won’t forget. Seating is limited.
Let’s all welcome Wendy Bickel to her new
position as SWW Conference Coordinator. She
brings skill, experience and charm to the group,
See ya soon at a meeting!
2

Thanks,
Your SWW Board
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Candidate for President
Robert Spiegel is a contributing editor to many magazines including Automation World, MSI, Logistics Management, Supply Chain Management Review, and Home
Business Magazine and is a former senior editor at
Electronic News and Ecommerce Business. Author of five
business books by major publishers, Rob penned a
chapter in the 2004 and 2005 Writer’s Market. He writes a
bi-weekly business column that appears in dozens of
publications including the Albuquerque Tribune and
teaches news and magazine writing in the UNM Communications and Journalism Department. In addition to 20
years as a business journalist, Rob spent ten years as
publisher/owner of Chile Pepper magazine, which he
sold to return to writing.
Candidate for Vice-President
Larry W. Greenly, the 2007 president, has been a member
of SWW since 1992, and has held every position on the
board except treasurer. Greenly is a recipient of the
Parris Award and SWW Service Awards and is also the
SWW Office Coordinator. He is an editor for
albuquerqueARTS magazine and is a freelance writer.
Over the years, Greenly has been instrumental in improving the financial status of SWW, procuring perks and
new services for members, and fostering a more userfriendly organizational gestalt. SWW’s attendance
figures reflect the success of his leadership.
Candidate for Secretary
Sandy Schairer has been a member of SWW for over 11
years and a writer for most of her life. She has served on
the SWW Board five years (as secretary in 2003 and 20052007) and co-chaired the Contest Committee in 2004. She
has seen SWW improve year after year and is glad to be a
part of that growth. A published author and full-time
writer, in 2004 Shairer won the SWW Parris Award. She
has a long career in public service and with 35+ years
experience in secretarial work, Schairer is willing to help
SWW in any way she can. She is also a member of RWA,
LERA, ARE, and is writing a non-fiction book based on
her PhD dissertation.
Candidate for Treasurer
Keith Pyeatt is a mechanical engineer who designed
power plants for ten years. He then changed focus and
worked with energy users to reduce consumption. He
became Manager of Energy Services at a Vermont utility
before starting his own consulting business. Now he
writes full time in Albuquerque. He’s served on the board
at SWW for a year and a half, first as the conference
coordinator, currently as treasurer and financial officer.
Visit his writing website: http://www.keithpyeatt.com.
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1 Early Success
by Julie Carter
More Member Successes
Cover art for Julia Carter’s book
Cowgirl Sass and Savvy is by
Gordon Snidow from his American
Woman Series painting shown
here titled “If Momma Ain’t Happy,
Ain’t Nobody Happy.”
Known as the foremost chronicler
of the contemporary cowboy since
1959, Gordon is a Charter and
Emeritus member of the Cowboy
Artists of America. See more
Gordon Snidow art at
http://www.gordonsnidow.com
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Watch Your Book Sales Soar!..........................................................by Jeff Rivera
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11 Monthly Writing Contest
12 Recent Board Highlights
13 Contest Connection
14 Contests
15 Monthly Writing Competition
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Join us! First Saturday: 10am-Noon; Workshop: 1-4pm. Third Tuesday: 7-9pm.
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico

SWW
SWW Member Perks: Full listing at http://www.southwestwriters.com. Show your
SWW membership card to these and many other fine merchants:

• 10% discount on any purchase at Treasure House Books and Gifts in Old Town.
• 10 % discount on tires, auto service at Jess’ Auto & Tire Service, 3701 Morris NE.
• Discard writer’s block and other barriers to happiness. 15% discount at Transcendental Hypnotica, 129 Jackson NE. Hypnosis and more.
•Critique service available for your manuscript. See SWW website.
•Discounts on SWW Writing Classes, Workshops, Contest entries.
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SWW Classes

C

lasses are held at the SWW conference room at 3721 Morris St. NE Suite A in Albuquerque, which is available to members
wishing to teach classes about writing. SouthWest Writers is not responsible for the opinions and teaching methods of the
instructors. However, we welcome helpful criticism or comments on any class, and these should be forwarded to the office.

Awakening Imagination &
Improving Writing through
Creative Visualization
This series of classes will explore your imaging skills,
awaken your creativity, and improve writing at all levels.
Learn basic visualization techniques to apply to your
writing techniques and manuscripts. Sandy Schairer,
PhD, has used creative visualization for over 20 years, and
is offering this exciting experiential technique to fellow
writers. Sandy is the author of ABC 123, an anthology of
humorous flash fiction and several e-books.
June 6, 13, & 20, 7-9pm, SWW Conference Room:
$45 members, $55 non-members; for 4 to 15 people.

Write the Great Screenplay—
Intensive
Cost: $125 members, $175 non-members (includes discounted SWW one-year SWW membership)
During the weekend of August 24, you will learn:
Correct Formatting
The seven elements of every scene
To create memorable characters
Three-act structure and its eight major turning points
To create great film speak
To write compelling first scenes
To market your script
Rick Reichman’s students have sold scripts to Fox, Warner
Brothers, HBO, Showtime, and to such TV shows as Friends,
Home Improvement, Roseanne, Buffy The Vampire Slayer, Xena
Warrior Princess, and Strong Medicine, to name a few.
Reichman has optioned two feature scripts, written two
books on screenwriting, and has had produced several
documentaries and training films.
This weekend exclusive (maximum 14 students) screenwriting class meets Friday evening (7:00- 9:00) August 24th and
Saturday and Sunday (9:00am – 4:30pm) at the SWW Office,
3721 Morris St. NE, Suite A, Albuquerque, NM 87111. To learn
more about the class call (505) 984-2927. To register call
SWW at (505) 265-9485.

Writing Short Stories

Everyone has stories to tell. Come to this class and begin yours!
As we move from using ideas as springboards to selling completed
pieces in the marketplace, you will learn how to get started,
tackle common writing dilemmas, develop the structure of your
story, and be well underway on a project of your own.
September 5, 12, 19, & 26, 6:30-9pm, SWW Conference
Room. $65 members, $75 non-members; for 6-14 people.
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How to Get Your Book Published
July 9 - August 6—Non-Fiction
September 10 - October 8—Fiction
Monday Evenings 6:30-8:30pm

SouthWest Writers Conference Room
3721 Morris NE, Ste A, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Register: SWW (505) 265-9485
Cost Non-Fiction Classes: $69 members, $79 non-members
Cost Fiction Classes: $69 members, $79 non-members
Don’t miss these sessions! Sign up for one or both now!
Ready to get your non-fiction book published? Want someone
to buy your novel? Rob Spiegel and Melody Groves will
teach two sets of classes to propel you on your way to fame
and fortune. The first series of 5 classes address issues of
non-fiction and will cover finding markets, writing queries
(critiqued by Rob and Melody), writing proposals (critiqued and
shared with the group), attending conferences (why that’s
crucial), and finding an agent.
The fiction classes will address markets, the submission process (proposals), writing the synopsis (critiqued in class), as
well as suggested conferences (why you should attend) and
finding an agent.
Rob is the author of six published non-fiction books. Melody
is the author of one published non-fiction book and two fiction
books (with two more non-fiction under contract, and another
fiction under contract).

Free Writing Class for Seniors
SWW offers a free writing class at Bear Canyon Senior
Center every Monday from 3:00- 4:15pm. Taught by
Larry Greenly and Rob Spiegel, classes are free to
members of any Albuquerque Senior Center. Membership is open to anyone over 50 and annual dues are $13.
Bear Canyon is two blocks north of Montgomery, one
block east of Eubank.
The class covers all forms of wrting, from fiction and
non-fiction to memoirs and poetry. During the first half
of the class there's a lecture on the principles of good
writing. In the second half of the class the instructors
look at students' work.

Announcements

Monday, July 9, 6:30-8pm: Writers to Writers-”What Writers
Need: A Dose of Humor” by Eileen Stanton. Westside Hastings
(Coors Rd. and Montano ), Albuquerque. (505) 898-0624 or
dcorwell@hotmail.com.
NEW Yahoo group for SW Writers. Come and chat
about programs, classes, conferences and workshops.
Discuss all phases of writing. Get feedback regarding your
challenges and successes in the field of writing. Open to
all. SWWchat@yahoogroups.com

SouthWest Sage
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More Book Signings

Sunday, July 15, 1-3pm: David J. Corwell and Ronn Perea
Adalucia Quan is very happy that La chica de Mendi-buro discuss and sign their works. Cottonwood Borders, 10420
won 4 awards at the International Latino Book Awards in Coors Blvd. NW, Albuquerque. (505) 792-3180.
all the categories that we entered. Best Young Adult
Fiction Book in Spanish: First Place! Best Cover Design
(Soft Cover): Second Place! Best Book Interior: Honorable Mention! Best Cover Illustration: Honorable MenSmall-group Writers’ Weekend Intensives, Carson, NM. Get
tion! The award ceremony was held in NYC at Book Expo incredible personal attention. Move forward by leaps and
America in June. I had no idea La chica would win so
bounds with your writing project! All meals included.
many prizes. I’m still in shock!
Bonus free pass to Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs.

Narrative Art Center

Gail Gibbs and Marian Powell have the short story
“Dragon Rock” published in the June/July issue of e-zine
Alien Skin, available at alienskinmag.com.
Karen Keese wrote four exhibit panels on the stellar life
cycle and a six-minute slide show about the Sun for
“SolarFusion,” a special exhibition on display through
Labor Day at the National Atomic Museum in Old Town
Albuquerque, July 19, July 21, July 22, July 29.
.

July 13-15
Contemplative Writing
Find your sacred voice in deep silence. Spend an intimate
weekend in the desert with Mirabai Starr, writer and
translator of the Spanish mystics, exploring the secret well
in the wilderness of your own being, from which springs all
beauty, joy and fiery wisdom.
Presenter: Mirabai Starr, translator of the acclaimed Teresa
of Avila: The Book of My Life

July 27-29
Perils of Writing the Multicultural Southwest
Anyone writing about the Southwest who ignores the
Sunday, July 8th from 12-2pm
region’s ethnic diversity and rich cultural history does so at
Lisa Polisar, The Ghost of Mary Prairie
her own peril. This workshop will explore ways in which
Treasure House Books, 2012 South Plaza NW
writers can avoid cultural and linguistic pitfalls in their
Book Signing: In 1961, fifteen-year-old Jake Leeds seeks work. How do you research and fact-check aspects of your
the truth behind the legend of Mary McCann, a murdered writing? Can a person of one culture legitimately write
girl who haunts the Oklahoma prairie, in search of her
characters of another? Is the use of dialect necessarily
killer.
deprecatory? What does the word “different” imply?
“Tolerant?” Is it possible to be sensitive about another
Thursday, July 19th at 7pm
culture without falling into political correctness?
Craig Varjabedian, Four and Twenty Photographs
Presenter: Martha Egan, author of Clearing Customs,
Bookworks, 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW
Carnales, and Coyota.
Talk, Slideshow & Signing: One of the West’s most
eloquent photographers shares his favorite images and
July 19. Carol Franco. The Legacy Guide: Capturing the
his stories of how they came to be.
Facts, Memories, and Meaning of Your Life. Introductory
workshop sponsored by Southwest Literary Center and
Saturday, July 21st from 12-2pm
Narrative Arts Center. 7:00-8:30 pm. 826 Camino del
Treasure House Books, 2012 South Plaza NW
Monte Rey, Santa Fe, NM. litcenter@recursos.org and
Book Signing: Dark and fast-paced, The Ecuador Effect
edit@thema.us
combines a liberal dose of Ecuadorian Indian culture
with the drama of a novel.

UNM Press July Events

Sunday, July 22nd from 12-2pm
Jeanette Boyer, Junkyard Dreams
Treasure House Books, 2012 South Plaza NW
Book Signing: This novel offers a seriously political but
realistically compelling portrayal of land conflict while
confronting the trade-offs between improvement and
preservation.
Sunday, July 29th from 12-2pm
Raphael Cristy, Charles M. Russell: The Storyteller’s Art
Treasure House Books, 2012 South Plaza NW
Book Signing: Cristy shows how Russell, well known for
his sketches, paintings, and sculptures of the Old West,
was also an accomplished “local color” writer who
amused his peers with stories that delivered sharp
observations and humor of the American West.

Unique Stock Photos
Available
• competitive use fee

• for your book or article

Joan Saks Berman 265-5157
Samples at:

www.joansaksberman.com
www.picturetrail.com/jberman
e-mail: photos@joansaksberman.com
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July SWW Events & Workshops
Program Location: New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque

D

onations of refreshments at regular SWW
meetings are gratefully accepted! Please
consider providing this service.

Saturday, July 7 from 10am to noon

Poetry:
Words Sizzling with Meaning
Moderators: Larry Castillo-Wilson and Billy Brown will host
a panel of prominent New Mexico Poets. Vital issues in
poetry today will be discussed and debated including:
The relationship between traditional and experimental
poetry
The current domination of experimental poetry
The relationship between feeling and ideas in poetry
Should poetry be a gadfly?
What is poetry?
What will the reading of poetry bring to your life?

Saturday, July 7 from 1 to 4pm
Workshop: $20 for members, $30 for non-members

Your Novel,
From Idea to Contract

Paula Paul will guide you through all the steps of
creating a novel from plotting to creating believable
characters, to writing, finishing, editing and selling.
The award-winning author of 22 novels and numerous
articles, Paula Paul has written as a freelancer and a
staff writer. Her novel Crazy Quilt recently won a
Willa Award for literary fiction from Women Writing
the West. She has won the New Mexico Zia Award
twice, the Texas Institute of Letters Award, a National
Press Women's Award for novels as well as several
state and national awards for journalism. Her 23rd
book, a literary novel called Inherited Sins, will be
published by UNM Press in 2008. Her most recent novels,
Barefoot Girl and The King’s Nun were published by
New American Library, a division of the Penguin Group.

An opportunity to present questions to the panel will be
provided.

Tuesday July 17, 7 to 9 p.m.

Writing the Non-Fiction
Novel
Lucinda Schroeder will explain the fiction techniques she
used to write her creative non-fiction crime novel. She will
explain how these techniques can add color and depth to
your fiction or non-fiction novel.
Lucinda has a B. A. degree in Criminology from the University of Maryland, and worked for 30 years as a Special
Agent for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which took her
around the country and around the world investigating
crimes against wildlife. She did extensive undercover work,
served as a firearms instructor, and taught special investigative techniques such as lie detection to other agents.
After retiring in 2004, Lucinda wrote a book about a case
she conducted in Alaska that was published by Lyon’s Press
in April 2006. A Hunt for Justice profiles how she posed as a
big game hunter to infiltrate and stop an international ring
of poachers. Tony Hillerman said, “This is a true story that
reads like a mystery.”
Lucinda has been a member of SouthWest Writers for 12
years, and has spoken at several SWW conferences on
crime related topics. She is also the current president of
the Sisters in Crime Albuquerque Chapter of Croak and
Dagger and runs a low-profile business called the “Crime
Connection,” in which she works with writers on anything
crime related.
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Welcome
New Members
Miriam Goin
Helen Senesac
Judith Gordon
Arne Vanderburg
Donna Moorhead
Thomas Glass
Jan Girand
Kathy Kuenzer
Vicki Turpen

Russlyn Elliott
Sue Donckels
D. Gaynel Minchow
John Blanchard
Gregory Carsten
Jane Aker
Jerry Aragon
Seymour Kamm
Ann Euston
Helen H. Campbell

Our newest SWW Life Member:
William Lee Valentine

SouthWest Sage
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August SWW Events & Workshops
Program Location: New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque

Saturday, August 4 from 8:30 to 10am

New Member Breakfast

Members and prospective members are invited to a free
breakfast prior to our regular Saturday meeting. Please plan
to attend and welcome our new members! This is also a
great opportunity to meet other writers in your genre(s) and
learn about the benefits of SWW membership.
Saturday, August 4 from 10:00 a.m. to noon

Publishing Your Pride and Joy
When should you consider self-publishing, and what does
the term mean, anyway? In this talk you will learn about
print on demand (POD), self-publishing versus subsidy
publishing, and the advantages and pitfalls of the do-ityourself approach. The speaker will use his own experience
with iUniverse as a case study, freely sharing the lessons
he has learned.
Bob Sanchez, a retired technical writer from Massachusetts,
now lives in Las Cruces with his wife. In 2006 he published
his crime caper, When Pigs Fly, which iUniverse awarded
its Editor’s Choice designation. For more about Bob and his
work, see http://www.bobsanchez.com
Tuesday, August 21 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Think Before You Write
Bob Gassaway will discuss writing as problem solving,
choos-ing the right words when you write, the linguistic
wrongs that television teaches us, clearing your brain before
you edit yourself, and managing your work as a writer.
A former journalist, journalism professor and sociologist,
Bob recently retired from the University of New Mexico
where he taught writing and editing. He now is writing
mystery novels. As a sociologist, he has studied the work of
crime scene investigators in the Albuquerque Police Department and the work of forensic pathologists at the New Mexico
Office of the Medical Investigator. He plans to draw on what
he has learned in his research in writing a series of policeprocedural novels.

SWW programs are rarely cancelled, but it is possible depending on the weather. If you have
doubts about a program taking place or about
the time or topic, call the SWW office (505) 2659485 during business hours, M-F, 9am- noon.

Saturday, August 4, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Workshop: $20 for members, $30 for non members

Trade Secrets: How to Boost
Your Career by Writing for
Low-Profile Magazines

You won’t see them on most people’s coffee tables, but
trade magazies are the mainstay of many professional
writers’ careers. Writing for them produces income,
generates clips, and develops professional experience.
Around 9,000 trade magazines are published in this
country, so there are bound to be some connected
with your job experience, your hobbies, or your personal
curiosity. This workshop will help you identify potential
markets for your work, focus your article ideas, and
offer trade magazine editors what they want.
Loretta Hall, author of four non-fiction books and 200
articles, has been writing for trade magazines for
fifteen years.
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by Laura L. Carlson

T

here’s something about
getting paid for your writing,
whether it’s winning a
contest, selling a story or doing
related work like editing. It makes
you feel more legitimate somehow,
makes it easier to say you’re a
writer. So when a friend said she
knew of a part-time editing job at a
local magazine, I called right away.

town. Roma is an easy block south of Lomas.

The job entailed standard editing
and proofing, something I’d done for years with my
church’s newsletter. Here was a chance to get paid for
what I’d learned as a volunteer. “Great!” I said. “I’ll do it.”

The Zoning Station was in the brown, pyramid-shaped Plaza
Del Sol Building, and there was even a non-metered parking
lot just north of it. Again, the office was on the first floor.
No numbers to take here, but I spied a form I needed to fill
out: “Home-Based Business Application.” After filling in my
new CRS number and basic info, there were several
questions. No, there wouldn’t be any more traffic in my
neighborhood due to my writing at home. I was not selling
or manufacturing merchandise; not expecting to create
noise, dust, odors or noxious fumes; I wasn’t dealing with
delivery trucks or extra vehicles; and my new business
would not involve an auto dealership, firearms, adult amusement or escort services!

“We’ll hire you as a subcontractor,” my new boss said.

Heck, I don’t even read erotica!

Uh-oh. That sounded complicated.

A quick inspection of my form and $35.00 later (paid at yet
another counter) I had my license. It took a total of two
hours and forty-five minutes, including the round trip
commute from my home in the foothills.

Ted Lynn, SouthWest Sage columnist and business guru,
happened to be in Albuquerque as a presenter for the SWW
Start to Sales conference held in late April. I caught him
between sessions and asked what I needed to take this job.
I already figured I needed a business license. What else?
“Gross receipts. New Mexico doesn’t have a sales tax,”
Ted explained. “It has a gross receipts tax that usually gets
passed along to the consumer, and it’s for both goods and
services.” As to my paying it, he nodded gravely. “It’s the
law.”
I got the same advice from Wes, my tax guy. Wes told me
that Al Capone, famous ‘30s gangster, wasn’t caught
because of his murderous hits; he was incarcerated for not
paying taxes.
OK, they convinced me. I’m pretty law-abiding anyway,
and I wanted to set this up right.
Wes pointed me in the proper direction. “Get your CRS
number first—that’s for gross receipts—before you get a
license.” He sent me to the Bank of the West building at
Central and San Mateo, which houses the Albuquerque
branch of the New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department.
I got to their first floor office about 11:30 am, expecting a
lunch crunch, but found the place quiet. After puzzling over
which button to push on their number-taking machine, I
found what I needed on the bottom row: CRS filing.
I waited a while before being handed a form to fill out.
Now I had to get another number—from the top button of
the machine—and wait again. Finally, I had my CRS forms
in hand and was out the door. CRS numbers are free, by
the way.
Next, I needed to go the Albuquerque City Zoning Station,
on the northeast corner of Roma and Second Street, down8

The only information I needed was name, address, social
security number and e-mail. Wes told me I could use my
social security number as a federal tax number, since I was
setting up a sole proprietorship and I’d be paying social
security, state and federal taxes through my personal
income taxes. For ease, I set up the gross receipts tax to be
paid semi-annually, and used my own name as the name of
the business. It was fairly simple, actually.

Al Capone wasn’t
caught because
of his murderous hits

It occurred to me later, that when my future novels make
me Rich & Famous, it might be better to use a post office
box rather than my home address. Most of the information
given to these offices is made public by state law, but I
hadn’t given out much more than phone book data. Still, if
you want to set up your own business, you might want to
get a P.O. box first. I was also asked for an e-mail address.
Fortunately, I’d already set up a business-sounding e-mail
just for this purpose. Members of SWW can get such an
address free.
The last clerk smiled and wished me good luck with my
business. Now I only had one more stop to make: to buy a
frame for my new, legitimate business license—you know,
the one that says I’m a working writer.
Laura L. Carlson has been a member of SWW for many
years and has participated in conference committees
and the young writer contest. Her credits include 16
nationally and internationally published articles besides
dozens in local newsletters, and one award-winning,
self-published nonfiction book.
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Looking Backwards
by Harold M. Burnett

A

pril was National Poetry Month. Donald Hall is the
current Poet Laureate of the United States. White
Apples and the Taste of Stone is his latest published
work. Each of these statements is worthy of retrospect.
National Poetry Month became a reality when President
Bill Clinton issued a proclamation on April 1, 1996: “National Poetry Month offers us a welcome opportunity to
celebrate not only the unsurpassed body of literature
produced by our poets in the past, but also the vitality and
diversity of voices reflected in the works of today’s American poetry.” This was a culmination of the efforts of the
Academy of American Poets. The Academy continues with
major efforts to increase the awareness and appreciation of
poetry. Members of SouthWest Writers and other groups
participated in the 2007 month-long celebration with
programs, classes, readings, critiques, and slams. Many
individuals had the opportunity to read their poetry to an
audience for the first time. For others, it was just a month
like all others because poetry month is every month!
Donald Hall was selected to be the 14th U.S. Poet Laureate
in June 2006, assuming the post in October. The selection,
recognizing his lifelong contributions to poetry, was made
close enough to the release date of his latest book to get
“Poet Laureate of the United States” on the jacket.
Hall was born in 1928 in Connecticut, attended Phillips
Exeter Academy, and graduated from Harvard. He earned
advanced degrees from Oxford and Bates College. While
teaching at the University of Michigan, he met and married
Jane Kenyon, a fellow poet. By the mid-70s, the couple had
established a home at his grandparents’ former home
(Eagle Pond Farm) in Wilmot, New Hampshire. The rural
life in New England became a recurring theme in his
writings.

his previous collections ended with notes “which I now find
superfluous.” Published by Houghton Mifflin, it carries a
price of $30, which includes an audio CD of Hall reading
three dozen of his works. The hour-plus reading passed
quickly. Personally, the poems in the book about baseball
were a special enjoyment—all 13 innings.
As a former owner/operator of a bookstore in Los Alamos
during the 70s and 80s, I want to mention a few other items
about Hall’s work. He had many other accomplishments in
children’s books, memoirs, essays, edited works, reviews,
and criticism. Of his children’s books, one title immediately
comes to mind—Ox-Cart Man. With pictures by Barbara
Cooney, the book won the Caldecott Medal in 1980. Two
edited works are also memorable: The Oxford Book of
Children’s Verse in America, and The Oxford Book of American Literary Anecdotes. And then there is the memoir piece
String Too Short To Be Saved.
In conclusion, I am not a poet and I know it. And I never will
be! For many years I did have the pleasure of recommending and selling books of poetry—a very good gift item. Like
Donald Hall, my birth year was 1928. Just for fun, some
other people with that birth year (most from the arts) are:
Eddie Fisher, Tom Lehrer, Maurice Sendak, Edward Albee,
Anne Sexton, Ernesto Che Guevara, Shirley Temple, Stanley
Kubrick, Andy Warhol, Joyce Brothers, Alvin Toffler, Anita
Brookner, and William Kennedy. Some of these names may
trigger memories for you regardless of your birth year.

However, some of Hall’s most powerful poetry deals with
cancer and death. Hall was diagnosed with colon cancer
in1989, followed by liver cancer. He was given a small
chance to survive a few years after his surgery and chemotherapy. Jane Kenyon was diagnosed with leukemia in 1994
and died fifteen months later. Many of Hall’s poems cover
shared memories, emotional dealings with death, and life
after her death. The fact that Hall was appointed Poet
Laureate seventeen years after his diagnosis with cancer
can be duly celebrated.
Some facts about Hall’s appointed position are appropriate:
the official title is “Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to
the Library of Congress” (as of 1986); prior to that, the title
was “Consultant in Poetry” (1937-1985); Robert Penn
Warren was the first Poet Laureate (1986-1987) and was the
third Consultant in Poetry (1944-1945).
White Apples and the Taste of Stone carries the subtitle
Selected Poems 1946-2006. The 20 dozen poems are grouped
under 15 headings appropriate to Hall’s life and experiences. The book ends with a six- line note. Hall states that
9
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The Ecuador Effect
Review by Judy Ducharme

E

cuador Effect by David E. Stuart was what happened
to reasonably civilized human beings when they
were living in the uncivilized Ecuador of the 1970s.
The book was a fast read, reminiscent of a James Bond
adventure, and a fun read, even though the population
around John Alexander, “JA,” the protagonist, was decimated for various reasons and by different means.
To John Alexander, fights became commonplace with
deaths occurring frequently. Fortunately, JA, a peaceful
soul, was trained to fight. The trouble started when JA
championed an Indian against an employee of the
Veintimitas, a powerful aristocratic family in Santa
Isabel. After taking exception to the Indian’s hazing,
which could have led to death, his and the Indian’s, he
prepared a staff purporting to be a cane, which he
wielded as a weapon. Under cover as a folklorist collecting traditional songs and stories of the native Indian
people, he had another job to do. Working under the
auspices of a vague Washingtonian foundation, he “made
his living...finding out stuff no one really wanted to know
about” in the area of human rights and fixing the inequalities. Seems Ecuador would be a fill-in assignment.
He was to look around and check out the actuality of
compliance with the breaking up of the big haciendas,
according to a land reform bill passed in 1964 in Ecuador.

When he got to Cuenca, he bought notebooks from Livia
in a shop and fell in love. Livia sent him to her house,
which had a room for rent, and he met Maria Andalucia
Gonzales, the ten- year-old offspring of Livia and her
dead husband, a classics scholar. Anda had inherited her
father’s brain, coupled with common sense and an
incredible awareness about her world. She hired JA to
give her English lessons, which he was reluctant to do at
first. JA was a lost soul. His only family, a twin brother,
was killed in Cambodia, leaving him with Ed’s passport,
which JA used in his work. His association with Anda
brought him stability.
The author, David E. Stuart, is a retired UNM anthropology professor who spent time in Ecuador in the 70s.
Those who have read Guaymas Chronicles and his other
non-fiction, will recognize the societal inequalities
rampant in the hills of Ecuador. The area is delineated
with a map in the frontispiece for those who want to
follow JA’s adventures.
David wrote the book while drinking coffee in the Flying
Star on Central.
Judy Ducharme is SWW’s official historian.

Yes, You Need a Web Site
by Virginia DeBolt

A

re you still hanging back, telling yourself, “I really
should get a website, but...” and making lists of reasons
to justify why you don’t?

Here are some reasons why you do need a website. There
are nine. What, you were expecting ten? I could give you ten
or twelve or fifteen. But nine is enough.
If you’re already a published writer, your readers are out
there looking for you on the Web. A website gives them a
way to contact you and interact with other readers who
admire your writing. It also lets you keep in touch with
readers with announcements about new publications.

1

If you’re already a published writer, you can promote your
books and articles on your website. You can even make a
little money as an Amazon.com affiliate when someone
buys a book using a link to Amazon from your site. A
publisher may expect you to have a site available to help
with marketing.

2

3

4

Self-published articles and materials in e-book format can
easily be sold on your website. You can use services like
PayPal to collect credit card payments for items and
10

You can market your services, such as editing, proofreading,
or copy writing on a website. Many people don’t even look
in the Yellow Pages for services these days. They Google for
them. Get found with a website.

5

It’s cheap. It’s cheaper than normal advertising. It’s cheaper
than regular mail to email all your readers about new
products or services. It’s cheaper to publish electronically
than self-publishing a bound paper book.

6

It’s great networking. People find each other and form
communities on the Web. You can interact with likeminded people through your web pages. I’ve landed a
number of jobs because of my web sites. It’s easier on my
introverted personality to network this way, rather than in
person at conferences and conventions. I’ve also been
invited to publish things on other people’s sites, which
increases my network considerably and brings in new
readers.

7

8

If you aren’t a published writer yet, writing on the Web can
get you some attention. For example, Birdie Jaworski, one of
the most talented writers I’ve read in ages, sells Avon in Las
Vegas, NM. Her blog, http://beautydish.typepad.com/
beauty_dish, leads you to many of her stories published
around the web. Talent like hers gets noticed, even when
she’s simply writing about life in Las Vegas or about selling
Avon. She doesn’t have a publisher yet, but it’s bound to
happen.

services you sell from your site.

It’s international and open 24/7. It increases the range of
potential readers to a world wide area.
If you have a blog, you can keep people coming back on a
regular basis. People subscribe to your blog and are
notified each time you add a new article. Blog posts don’t
have to be long. They can be quick stories, news items such
as a book signing you might be doing, or other short bits.
The more often you post to the blog, the more often people
come back to read your writing.

9

Virginia DeBolt writes SWW’s monthly Internet column.
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Create Web Movie Trailer for Your Book on a Shoestring
and Watch your Book Sales Soar!
by Jeff Rivera

H

ad I known my book sales would skyrocket from
creating a web movie trailer of my novel, I would
have done it a long time ago. We live in a very visual
multi-media world and it is important to, quite frankly,
get with the times. People’s attention spans seem to have
shortened and since we live in what I call the A.D.D.
Generation, it is important in order to grab their attention about your book to do something that will shock
them or appeal to their need to be entertained.
With very little money for advertising (virtually nothing)
I knew that the bulk of my audience would need to come
from online. I knew the potential for a mass of readers
could come from the Internet; I just needed to find them.
First of all, you need to know exactly who your audience
is. I know, I know, you say your “book appeals to everyone,” and I’m sure that’s true but what you need to do is
focus your energy on one type of reader, whether that’s
classified by careers, age, or beliefs. Close your eyes and
imagine your reader. What
does he or she look like? How
old is she? What is her age?
If you’re writing a novel and
you can’t figure it out, ask
yourself who your main
characters are? They are
most likely the same demographic that your market is.
Even if your main character is
a Hodgebodge from the
Planet Neptune in the 25th
Century. How old is
Hodgebodge. Oh it’s 400 years
old? What is that in human
years? Is it a he or she? It’s
both? Well, then appeal to the
feminine side because most
booksellers say females make
up the bulk of their sales.
My novel is a coming of age
love story called, Forever My
Lady. It’s about a Latino
juvenile delinquent who
struggles to turn his life around while in prison boot
camp. And although I knew the story was universal and
could easily appeal to a cross-over audience, I knew I had
to make sure my web trailer appealled to Latinos and not
just any Latinos, teens or young adults, and not just teen
or young adult Latinos but urban young adult Latinos
who were bilingual and most likely Chicano. Be as specific as you possibly can and appeal specifically to them.
I went to websites and message boards appealing to that
group and studied them for a while. What were they
talking about? What music did they listen to? What did
they like? Not like? And having come from a background
of writing screenplays, I designed a cinematic movie web

trailer for my book that would appeal to that demographic.
I wrote it out in a half-page script form, more like a list
of what shots went next. And since I did not have the
funds to go out and shoot a movie, I knew that we
would be using mostly still shots and music.
I hadn’t the foggiest idea how to do a web trailer, but I
knew that it would need to be in Flash so I put an ad on
Craigslist.org in my area and other areas for someone to
do a web media trailer. My budget was small so I let
them know that right in the ad. I also let them know that
I would provide a link to their company on the site and
you know what? I must have had 50-60 responses overnight. I went through and checked out all the responses
and finally chose one (SKWGraphics.com) that had read
my script and put it together. We did go back and forth
several times until it was just right but within 3-4 days,
Jason Dedon of SKWGraphics had it completed.
Now I needed music. Top directors in
the film industry often say that the
soundtrack is 51 percent of the movie.
I agree and I needed music that would
appeal to my demographic. I really
wanted to work with Latinos because
it’s so important to give opportunities
to groups that are under-represented.
So I put an ad on a message board for
one and I included a link to my web
trailer. I got several responses. One
already had the perfect music done
and he emailed it to me. I sent it off to
SKWGraphics.com and told them
exactly what part of the music I
wanted and within a few hours the
entire web movie trailer was done and
on my site.
The response from the public was
unbelievable. It gave fans of my book
something new to look at and new
readers found it intriguing enough to
read the first chapter, send the link to
their friends, and buy the book. My
sales for the novel have gone up over 30 percent since I
put the web media trailer on my site and I cannot
recommend it enough.

Early 2006 press release after web trailer: Warner
Books Snags Rights to Urban Latino Novel by Miami
Author at http://www.websitetoolbox.com/tool/post/
bapwdcom/vpost?id=1303244. Jeff Rivera is the awardwinning, underground bestselling novelist of Forever My
Lady. See his book web trailer at www.jeffrivera.com.
11
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If Dr. Seuss were a Technical Writer

H

ere are several examples of what he may write to help
you resolve your computer problems.

If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port, And the bus is
interrupted as a very last resort, And the address of the
memory makes your floppy disk abort, Then the socket
packet pocket has an error to report!
If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a dash, And the
double-clicking icon puts your window in the trash, And
your data is corrupted ‘cause the index doesn’t hash, Then
your situation’s hopeless, and your system’s gonna crash!
If the above doesn’t help with your computer troubles,
perhaps this will:

Recent Board Highlights
Sandy Schairer, Secretary
One hundred and fifteen people attended our April Tuesday
evening program, the largest assembly ever for a Tuesday. It
was a joint meeting with Sisters in Crime another local
writers’ organization.
There are 572 to 589 current members (allowing for
renewals because there is a 30-day grace period.) New
members are joining regularly at all functions. Plans to set
up an automatic renewal via credit card (with a small
discount for dues) are being researched.
The deadline for Sage submissions has been moved to the
first of each month so that the newsletter will be received
before the Saturday meetings. Newsletter editor will be
taking photos at programs and events for the Sage. She will
accept submissions all month long, however, so send in
those articles whenever you can. Don’t wait for the deadline. We are requesting that class and workshop presenters
consider doing an article prior to their class or workshop
so people will be eager to sign up in advance for their
events.
The Critique Service is not receiving as many critique
requests this year, so do consider it for your own use and
recommend it to your fellow writers.
The Contest Awards Banquet is scheduled for Saturday,
September the 22. We also award the Parris Award and
Service Award(s) at the Banquet; it’s not just for contest
winners, anyone may come. An announcement featuring
location, menu, and cost is in this issue.
The fee split for classes has been changed to make it more
teacher friendly: 70% for the teachers, 30% for the organization. Please consider teaching a class in your area of
expertise related to the writing field.
Remember, interested members may attend the board
meetings and read the minutes any time during office hours
at SWW office. The next board meeting will be held there
on Tuesday, July 3, 2007.
12

If the label on the cable on the table at your house, Says
the network is connected to the button on your mouse,
But your packets want to tunnel on another protocol,
That’s repeatedly rejected by the printer down the hall.
And your screen is all distorted by the side effects of gauss
So your icons in the window are as wavy as a souse, Then
you may as well reboot and go out with a bang, ‘Cause as
sure as I’m a poet, the sucker’s gonna hang!
When the copy of your floppy’s getting sloppy on the disk,
And the microcode instructions cause unnecessary risc,
Then you have to flash your memory and you’ll want to
RAM your ROM. Quickly turn off the computer and be
sure to tell your mom!

Websites for Writers

Networking
as You Write and Learn
by Sandy Schairer, PhD
Writing.com (www.writing.com) is “the online community
for writers and readers of all interests and skill levels.
Whether you’re an enthusiastic, creative writer looking for
the perfect place to store and display your writing online or a
casual reader searching for a good story, Writing.Com is the
website for you! This community is bursting with activities,
inspiration and creativity. Membership is free and includes an
online writing portfolio, numerous writing tools, email services
and the chance to meet and bond with fresh creative minds,
just like you. No other website services the writing world
better than we do.”
Fear of Writing (www.fearofwriting.com) says our mission
is threefold. We’re here to: (1) put the fun back into writing;
(2) provide a safe place for writers and closet writers to
explore their imaginations; (3) help you make your writing
dreams come true. On this page you’ll find out what we
mean by putting the “fun” back into writing, who can benefit
from trying it, and what options you have for getting
started—whether you’re brand new to writing or just looking
for fresh inspiration during a dry season.
About: Fiction Writing (http://fictionwriting.about.com) is a
website with many links to writing related material and a
newsletter with free subscriptions. The About websites are
professional, informative and instructive with a variety of
links you can explore. “With experience in the worlds of both
publishing and writing, I can offer useful tools for writers at
all stages of their careers, not only for improving their work
and marketing it, but also for getting more out of the process.”
Funds for Writers (www.fundsforwriters.com): “Grants
are our specialty; contests and markets that only pay in cold
hard cash, too. To FFW, success means earning a living doing
what you love. Our newsletters are our world. Free or paid
subscriptions. Here you always have a choice. The latest
FundsforWriters and Small Markets newsletters are online.
Books, contests, grants, e-books, newsletters. Resources
designed to help writers make more money.”
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by Jeanne Shannon

C

ontest judges will notify SWW of their decisions by
early August. We will notify you by mail if you are
in the top three for the category you entered, but
we will not announce the first-, second-, and third-place
winners until the awards banquet. If you are a winner
and cannot attend the banquet, we will call and let you
know your winner’s status.

The awards banquet will be held on Saturday, Sept. 22 at
the Albuquerque Marriott Hotel, 2101 Louisiana Blvd.
NE. Start making plans now! Make your reservation for
the banquet: fill out the form below and mail it with your
check to the SWW office. Banquet reservation forms will
also be available at SWW meetings this summer or by email at jspoetry@aol.com.

Awards Banquet
Come lend your support and share this exciting moment when the first-, second-, and third-place winners of our Annual
Writer’s Contest will be announced.

The Marriott Hotel
2101 Louisiana NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
(just North of I-40)

Saturday, September 22, 2007
1:00 p.m.
$30.00
(includes beverage, tax, gratuity)
Reservations are payable in advance. Please mail in bottom portion of this form by September 1st to reserve your place.
Please return this portion:
We accept checks only.

Your canceled check is your receipt.
Make checks payable to:
SouthWest Writers
3721 Morris St. NE, Suite A
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111-3611

Entrees (please check one)
____CHICKEN CARDINALE: Assorted baby field greens with Italian vinaigrette dressing or ranch dressing. Boneless breast
of chicken seasoned with lemon pepper, lightly roasted in bread crumbs, pan sautéed and served with lemon butter sauce,
topped with julienne of sweet red & yellow peppers. Amaretto cheesecake with Kahlua crème for dessert.
or
_____VEGETARIAN PENNE POMODORI: Assorted baby field greens with Italian vinaigrette dressing or ranch dressing.
Penne pasta tossed with fresh grilled vegetables in a Roma tomato, olive oil and basil sauce. Amaretto cheesecake with
Kahlua crème for dessert.
Reservations for ______ people. Names, please print.__________________________
___________________
______________________
________________________
Phone where we can reach you_______________———_______________________________
If you decide to come here from out of town we can offer you good rates at the Marriott Hotel. Call our SWW office between
9 & 1, M-F for more info. 505/265-9485.
For office use only: check #_________

SWW

date received________
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Contests

T

his information is provided as a convenience. Before entering, be sure to check the listed website
information or write the sponsors to make sure a contest is right for you. And don’t forget to enter
SWW’s International Monthly Contest.

Deadlines: 8/1/07 Seven Wonders writing contest. Short
stories. No entry fee. Prize: publication of ebook and gift
certificates. Theme: 7 wonders of the world. Submission
guidelines and information: http://www.whispershome.com
Deadline: 8/15/07 Intergeneration story, fiction or nonfiction; 600 words or less; one original photo or illustration
allowed. Story should highlight the needs, complexities and
richness of generations connecting, with characters from at
least two generations. No entry fee. Prizes: $500, $200, and
$100. Submission guidelines and information:
www.intergenerationday.org
Deadline: 8/15/07 Mystery Authors Flash Fiction. Short
stories–original flash fiction of between 100 and 1500 words.
Theme: The Fallen. E-mail submissions only. No attachments.
Include submission in the body of the e-mail. Submission
guidelines and information:
http://www.mysteryauthors.com/submit.html
Deadline: 8/15/07 Bread and Lightning Chapbook Contest.
Poetry. Fee: $9. Prizes $150 + 55 copies of chapbook plus
broadside publication. Submit up to five poems (under 30
lines preferred). Submission guidelines and information:
http://www.breadandlightning@sbcglobal.net
Deadline: 8/30/07 CharacterS – Fiction for kids. Quarterly
print magazine third annual contest. $50 first prize in two
categories: stories written by adults, stories written by kids.
Second and third prizes TBA. All winners receive one-year
subscriptions. Entry fee $3; free for subscription holders.
Submission guidelines and information: http://
www.cdavisnh.com
Deadline: 8/31/07 Novice Christian poetry contest. Entry
fee $20 per poem; prizes $500, $300, $100, $50. Open to

For information about benefits
for SWW members contact:
Cheri Eicher

INDEPENDENT
MEANS
Group Benefits
(505) 299-5919
(800) 883-4310
Independentmeans@comcast.net
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Christian writers worldwide. May be rhymed or free
verse. Up to 60 lines. Enter 10 poems maximum. Submission guidelines and information:
http://www.utmostchristianwriters.com/poetry-contest/
poetry-contest-rules.php
Deadline: 8/31/07 Scribes Valley annual short story
writing contest. Entry fee $7. Prize: Monetary based on
participation and publication. All finalists published in
annual short story anthology. Open to new and established authors. Submission guidelines and information:
http://scribesvalley.com/contest.html
Deadline: 8/31/07 St. Lawrence Book Award. Short
stories, poetry. $25 entry fee; prize: $1,000 and publication.
Book length collections of poems/short stories by citizens
of U.S. or Canada.
Submission guidelines and information: http://
www.blacklawrencepress.com
Deadline: 10/31/07 Union County Writers’ Club annual
contest. Short story, flash fiction, poetry, and children’s
story. $5 entry fee for each children’s story; $4 fee for flash
fiction; $3 fee for poem or two for $5. Awards: Children’s
and short stories: $30, $25, $10. For poetry and flash fiction:
$25, $15, $10. Honorable mention will receive certificates.
Submission guidelines and information:
www.unioncountywritersclub.org/contest.html
Deadline: 11/12/07 Chameleon Theatre Circle 9th annual
new play contest. All submissions must be original works
that have not been produced. Accepting 10-minute plays,
one-act plays, and full-length features, including musicals.
Submit three copies of the script along with a copy of
entry form. Submission guidelines and information:
ww.seetheatre.org/newplay/index.html
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SWW International Monthly Writing Competition

C

ongratulations to the April poetry winners!
1st Prize: Carol Riley, Albuquerque, NM
for “Lake Superior, Winter”
2nd Prize: John L. Orman, Albuquerque,
NM for “Love of the Outdoors”
3rd Prize: Margaret McDonnell,
Albuquerque, NM for “February”
Honorable Mention:
Jacey Blue Campbell, Albuquerque, NM for “Peaches”
Alea Fallon, Albuquerque, NM for “Firefly”
Katherine B. Hauth, Albuquerque, NM for “No Air”
The judge says: Wow! What a bunch of wonderful poems
this month. Judging was very difficult and very close
because the quality of the work was so high. Fully 50% of
the submissions are publishable, so if you didn’t place in
the top six, don’t be discouraged. Keep writing and entering—and submit your poetry to appropriate publications.

July Flash Fiction Contest
Write a flash-fiction complete short story (include word
count; 500 word limit). Flash fiction is not a vignette of life;
flash-fiction contains all the story elements of a traditional
short story, but in a shorter form, i.e., it contains a protagonist, conflict, obstacles or complications and resolution.
Some elements, by necessity, may remain unwritten and are
only implied in the storyline, but are there, nonetheless. This

is a great way to sharpen and focus your writing skills.
Winners may be considered for publication on the literary
page of albuquerqueARTS magazine (indicate whether or
not you want to be considered for publication; this does
not affect judging in any way).
Winners are subject to editing. Polish your work and have
fun. Postmark deadline: Tuesday, July 31, 2007.
Instructions
• Open to any writer in the world.
• Original, unpublished work only.
• No cover sheets.
• Print the following on first page: Name; Address; Phone;
E-mail (if any); Category Name.
• Manuscripts prepared in standard format: 1" margins,
double-spaced unless otherwise specified.
• Entries are not returned, so no need for an SASE.
• $5 entry fee for SWW members; $10 non-members.
• You may enter more than once, but an entry fee
must accompany each entry.
• Decisions of the judges are final.
• Prizes: $50 1st Prize; $30 2nd Prize; $20 3rd Prize
and certificates.
• Mail entries to:
SWW Monthly Writing Competition
3721 Morris St NE, Ste A
Albuquerque, NM 87111
(Print category name under your return address)

Critique Groups
Submit addition or deletion requests or changes to SWWriters@juno.com
Groups Seeking
Members

Wanting to Start Groups/
Looking for a Group

Any Genre
Any Genre, Albuquerque:
First and third Wed. each month Meet every two weeks on Friday in
5:30pm at the Moriarty Library
NE Heights
Tina Ortega 505-832-2513
Krys Douglas
505-830-3015
Any Genre, Rio Rancho:
Alice Harpley and Bob Harpley
Any Genre, Las Cruces:
505-867-1408
Barbara Villemez
riversedgebob@cableone.net
505-522-5734
riograndema@cableone.net
Fiction Writers
Land of Enchantment
Will meet every three weeks at Erna
Romance Authors:
Fergusson Library, 6-8pm.
Meets the second Saturday of each
Bill Howden, 505-341-4474
month at noon. Potential members:
attend three meetings to try it out.
Poetry:
leranm.com
Billy Brown
505-401-8139, welbert53@aol.com
The Screaming Ninja Screenwriters:
Short Story, Novel
Meets every other Thursday,
or Non-fiction:
Flying Star on 7th and Silver.
Kathy Kuenzer
Marc Calderwood
kuenzerka@yahoo.com
505-897-6474
skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com

SouthWest Sage
Advertising Rates
Worldwide Circulation
on the Internet
The SWW website receives hundreds of
thousands of page requests every month.

Business card size: $16
1/8 page: $24
1/4 page: $36
1/3 page: $45
1/2 page: $75
Full page: $100
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 1st of each month for the
following month. Payment due with
camera-ready ad copy.
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SouthWest Writers is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to encouraging and supporting all people
to express themselves through the written word.

SouthWest Sage
SouthWest Writers
3721 Morris NE
Albuquerque NM 87111
www.southwestwriters.org
SWWriters@juno.com

Label shows your SWW Membership expiration date.
Renew promptly to retain your membership benefits.

Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote!
All SWW members are cordially requested to attend the
annual meeting on Sept. 1 at 10am to vote for 2008
officers. Ballots will be provided.
Members who cannot attend may mail their votes to
Tellers Committee, c/o 7000 Bangor NW, Albuquerque,
NM 87120 or e-mail them to later than August 31 to
Tellers@SouthWestWriters.com. You may only vote
once.
The candidate’s brief biographies are on page 2.

2008 SWW Candidates

