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 It’s Not Too Late to Enter SouthWest Writers’ Annual Contest  
By Andy Mayo 

Sage Wins First Place Award 

The New Mexico Press Women have recognized the South-
West Sage with a first place award in the newsletter cate-
gory. “This is the best newsletter we have ever had,” said 
Larry Greenly, SWW secretary and office manager. “Our 
congratulations to Ruth Friesen for her efforts and for put-
ting SouthWest  Writers on the map.” The newsletter will 
advance to the national competition of the National Federa-
tion of Press Women. 

Officer Nominations Sought 

The SouthWest Writers nominating committee is seeking 
candidates for the offices of president, vice-president, sec-
retary, and treasurer for 2011. To be eligible for either of 
the offices of president or vice-president, a person shall 
have been a member in good standing for no less than one 
year immediately preceding the date of nomination and 
shall have served one year on the SouthWest Writers Board 
in the past five years. The secretary and treasurer shall 
have been a member in good standing for no less than one 
year immediately preceding the date of nomination, unless 
waived by the Board, and have the necessary qualifications 
for the job.  If you or someone you know is interested, 
please contact either Larry Greenly at swwriters@juno.com 
or Rob Spiegel at robspiegel@comcast.net. 

Outlaws wait in the publishing badlands to steal a writer's 
confidence, prize-winning novelist Melody Groves is quick 
to acknowledge, which is why she places special emphasis 
on SouthWest Writers 28th annual writing contest—and 
it's not too late to enter.   

Entries will still be accepted with a postmark of May 15 
with a $5 late fee. The contest is open to the original, un-
published work of all English-language writers. 

“Winning the contest in 2002 was everything,” Melody, 
President of SouthWest Writers, says.  “It really boosted my 
ego after all those rejections.” 

Melody won first place in the 2002 contest for her nonfic-
tion article, "Surviving a Robbery."  But SouthWest Writers 
provided more than an ego boost. She credits classes she 
took through the association with helping her better under-
stand story structure and dialogue.   

Another advantage of the contest—it’s the easiest way to 
get your work in front of agents and editors who are in the 
market for new writers. 

Gabe Robinson of HarperCollins, this year’s judge for liter-
ary/mainstream novel, has worked with several New York 
Times bestselling authors, including Elmore Leonard, Steve 
Martini, Andrew Gross, Guillermo del Toro and Chuck Ho-
gan, Captain Chesley Sullenberger, and Joe Posnanski. 

Thomas Colgan, our judge for Mystery/Suspense/Thriller/
Adventure, is executive editor of Berkley Publishing Group, 
part of Penguin, USA. 

And for Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Horror, Linn Prentis, president of 
Linn Prentis Literary in New York City, is a veteran of the 
genre who began her career at the Virginia Kidd Literary 
Agency, specialists in Science Fiction and Fantasy. 

Judges for shorter works represent a coterie of the best 
literary journals in America:  Rebecca McGill, of Phoebe: A 
Journal of Literature & Art for the Memoir Article category; 
Chris Cottrell, of Portland Review for the Mainstream/
Literary Short Story category; Leigh Ann Henion of Cold 
Mountain Review for the Nonfiction Essay/Article category, 
and Lisa Lewis of Cimarron Review for the Poetry category. 
 
For the children’s picture book category, our judge is Paul 
Abdo, president of ABDO Publishing Group,  publishers of 
books for children from pre-school through the middle 
grades. 
 
Veteran journalist and now newsroom manager of Global-
Post.com Kathleen Guzda-Struck is judging the new per-
sonal essay/column category.  She has served as an editor 
and/or writer for Stars and Stripes, The Baltimore Sun, The 
Washington Post, and Newsday. 
 
Tim Lambert of Abbot Screenplay Management, a firm that 
provides film and television scripts to producers, agents, 
managers and directors, is judging the screenplay category. 
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Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers 
Individual: $60 ($100 for 2 years), Two people $50 each,  

Student 18 and over:  $40, Under 18:  $25   
Requires proof of student status 

Outside U. S.: $65, Lifetime Membership: $750 
Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com 

Join us first Saturday: 10 AM-Noon:  Third Tuesday: 7-9 PM 
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, 

 Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page requests every month. 
 

Business card size: $20       1/4 page, vertical:  $40     1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
15% discount for 3 mos.   20% discount for 6 mos. 

 
Deadline: 1st of each month for the following month.  

Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.  

 Can you believe it’s already May? What happened to the first four months of the new 
decade? I know…you’ve been writing. And taking classes. And attending our Febru-
ary conference. And coming to meetings. Boy…you’ve been busy! 

The rest of the year promises to be chock-full of classes, workshops, speakers, con-
tests and yes…another conference. SouthWest Writers is going strong despite its ad-
vanced years. I believe it’s coming up on 27. Really old…if you’re a teenager. 

If you haven’t submitted your first twenty pages to the annual contest, you have still 
a few minutes left. Postmark deadline is May 1 or May 15 for a late fee. So polish up 
those pages, send them in. You never know what will happen. 

I’d like to acknowledge and welcome the newest bookstore in Albuquerque—
Alamosa Books, which opened April 3. They are largely a children’s bookstore, with 
lots of fantasy and science fiction, and a huge stock for home schooled kids. However, 
“they intend to spotlight books about New Mexico and books written by the state’s 
many authors,” according to a recent news release. Located at 8810 Holly NE, Paseo 
and Ventura, stop by and introduce yourself. Better yet, buy a book—by a local au-
thor, of course. 

     Melody 

 

President’s Message 

President   
Melody  Groves 

Thanks 
A big thank you to Larry Greenly, 
Rob Spiegel and their critique 
group for judging the 21st Century 
Public Academy essay contest. I 
appreciate the quality care and 
feedback given to each student. The 
helpful comments will nurture 
them and hopefully keep them writ-
ing!  Thank you. 

 Desiree Woodland. teacher 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SouthWest Sage 
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of 

SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) organization. 

Subscription is a benefit of membership. 
 

President   Melody Groves 
MelodyGroves@comcast.net 

Vice-President   Rob Spiegel 
robspiegel@comcast.net 

Secretary/Parliamentarian   Larry Greenly 
SWWriters@juno.com 

Treasurer    Harold Burnett    
swwhmb@aol.com 

Conference Chair   Sandra Toro 
  storo32567@aol.com 
Annual Contest Chair 
Andy Mayo abqwriter@gmail.com 
Critique Service   Edith Greenly 

SWWriters@juno.com 
Speakers   Rob Spiegel 

robspiegel@comcast.net 
Public Relations   Bob Gassaway 

bgassaway@gmail.com 
Class Coordinator   Jeanne Shannon 

JSPOETRY@aol.com 
Workshop Coordinator   Joanne Bodin 

jsbodin@msn.com 
Volunteer/Membership/Historian  
  Rita Herther, RMHerther@aol.com 
Special Events Arielle Windham 
  awindham84@hotmail.com 
SWW Sage Editor   Ruth Friesen 

ruthsww@comcast.net 
E-lert Mistress   Gail Rubin 

grpr@flash.net 
SWW Office: 

3721 Morris St. NE, Suite A 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
phone: (505) 265-9485 

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.org 

 
Articles are copyright © 2010 by author. 
Facts, views and opinions expressed are 

those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the viewpoints or opinions of South-

West Writers. SWW does not necessarily 
endorse the advertisers. 
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WELCOME   
NEW MEMBERS 

My Most Memorable Contest 
(Overcoming Procrastination) 

By Alan Carlson 

You never forget your first time; unless, of course, you were drunk, stoned or 
sedated. I remember my first time like it was yesterday. Actually, it was mid-
December of last year, and I have SouthWest Writers to thank for it! I had been 
thinking about doing it for some time, but I kept making excuses. If procrastina-
tion were marketable, many of us would be millionaires. Perhaps it was des-
peration that made me do it. I was facing another birthday, one of those terrible 
ones with a zero at the end, and my list of accomplishments was substantially 
shorter than my “to do” list. So I gathered my courage and my notes, turned on 
my computer and began to write. 

 I enjoy writing about people, so the topic, “My 
Most Memorable Character,“ seemed perfect. 
“This will be easy,” I told myself. My subject 
would be Frank Crosby, the late Albuquerque 
promoter whom I had known since the 1960s. I 
had many sources of information, from Frank’s 
autobiography and numerous newspaper articles 
to racing programs and my own fond memories. 
The result was a nice collection of highlights of 
his life; all I had to do was condense those 1100-
plus words down to 500. Yeah, right! Either I 
knew too much about Frank or he was too inter-
esting to edit. Reluctantly, I dumped him and 

went to Plan B. 

I was writing a story about the Route 66 artist, Bob Waldmire, who had just 
died. When I finished the magazine version, I trimmed it to the 500 words re-
quired for the quarterly contest. It was not double-spaced and the font was too 
big. Help came from a songwriter friend, who emailed instructions that even a 
computer-illiterate like me could follow. I read it over and over, adding infor-
mation and trying to improve the dialogue. Most of my writing is done in the 
evening, when I am tired and faced with many distractions: mother summariz-
ing the daily news, a cat demanding attention, phone solicitations and for-
warded emails. Writing hasn’t made me rich, just fat. Often, when I am at a loss 
for words, I head to the kitchen. Hey, Two and a Half Men is on…the story can 
wait. 

Done at last, or is it? Did I save all my changes? Did I print the right version? Did 
I use too many semi-colons? Enough! I can’t wait to shove the envelope in the 
mail slot. Wait! Did I sign my check? Did I follow all the instructions? Too late. 
I’ve entered my first writing contest. Damn, that felt good! Got a cigarette? 

Alan Carlson writes for the New Mexico Route 66 Association magazine. He has also been 
published in the national Route 66 Magazine. Prior to that, he wrote for Albuquerque-
based music and automotive publications and wrote driver stories for the Duke City Race-

Ph
ot

o 
by

 P
eg

gy
 S

pe
nc

er
 

 
Francisco Conrad Gonzales 
Jules Johnston 
Peter Harrison 
Donna Evarts 
Mary Berger 
Janet S. Majerus 

Robert Lah 
Rosalee Montoya-Read 
Jeanne Pahls 
Belinda Garcia 
Paul Neville 
Art Matthews 
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Revising Fiction: Revealing Character 
by Kirt Hickman 

Because your characters are the heart of your story, the 
way you present them deserves a critical look. Make sure 
the reader learns about your characters little by little 
through their thoughts, actions, dialogue, and emotions, 
rather than all at once through narration. 

Consider the following excerpt from an early draft of my 
science fiction thriller, Worlds Asunder: 

Edward "Chase" Morgan was an accident investiga-
tor for NASA. He'd retired from the air force as a 
colonel nearly twenty years before. Having gone into 
the military straight out of high school, he retired 
young and later enjoyed an exciting career as an as-
tronaut. He trained hard and earned a position on 
several deep-space missions. He had seen most of 
the solar system, including Mars and Jupiter. Four 
years ago, he gave up the stick for a job in the Office 
of Accident Investigation and had been assigned to 
Lunar Alpha base. His career was winding down and 
he was simply getting too old to be gallivanting 
among the worlds. 

He was a black man of average height and trim build, 
with curly gray hair and beard. Most would simply 
describe him as old and skinny. His manner was 
calm and imperturbable. 

This passage certainly tells the reader who Chase is and 
what he looks like. The problem is, it stops the action and 
tells the reader who he is and what he looks like. The goal is 
to show the reader who he is and who he perceives himself 
to be (which might be two different things) without stop-
ping the action. During the revisions, I strove to achieve this 
goal.  

In the opening scene, Chase tells Michelle Fairchild a story 
about a night he spent partying with his air force buddies. 
After the story, Michelle says: 

"I can't picture you drunk." 

To this Chase replies: 

"I haven't been drunk since I retired from the air 
force twenty years ago." 

This reveals what the reader needs to know about Chase's 
time in the air force and suggests his approximate age. 
More important, however, is Chase's NASA history: 

Chase took out the gold watch Director Jack Snider 
had given him at his twentieth employment-
anniversary ceremony the previous night. The NASA 
inscription across the top offset the Lunar Alpha 
Base logo beneath the display. Nowhere did it say, 

"Office of Accident Investigations." Maybe Snider 
recognized that Chase didn't belong in Investiga-
tions. He'd been put there after he lost his flight 
status four years ago because he was too old to do 
anything else.  

This version contains most of the same information about 
Chase's NASA career yet delivers it with greater subtlety 
and from within Chase's thoughts. 

I broke the remaining information into pieces, which I in-
cluded as opportunities arose. The following passage shows 
his appearance and reveals, however briefly, the calm de-
meanor he demonstrates throughout the novel: 

The comm panel buzzed. Chase stretched his lanky 
frame and got to his feet, then leapt to the terminal 
against the slight lunar g.  

He keyed the link. On the screen, a frown elongated 
the narrow face of Security Chief Stan Brower. 
"We've got a ship in trouble," Brower said. "The 
Phoenix. Snider needs you to assemble a team."  

"The Phoenix?"  

"A freighter. Belongs to Stellarfare. She was on her 
way from here to Montanari when she lost thrust, 
but it looks like she might come back around toward 
Alpha . . . if they don't regain control." 

"You don't sound like you think they will." 

"No reason to." 

Chase ran an ebony hand through his hair, which had 
turned gray, along with his mustache and beard, 
years ago. "Any reason to think they won't?"  

The remark about Chase's deep-space missions appears in 
the following passage: 

As he killed the link, Chase tried to imagine what the 
crew must be going through. During his own deep-
space missions, he'd experienced a number of tech-
nical glitches. They were nothing short of terrifying, 
but he had never had a loss of thrust. Usually you 
had options, but not without thrust. Nothing could 
make a pilot feel so powerless. 

Now, instead of being told everything about Chase in the 
first two paragraphs of his introduction, the reader gets to 
know him over time. They're still learning about him, and 
he about himself, right up to the end of the book. 

Strive to achieve this in your manuscript. 

See Kirt’s bio on page 6. 
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Talking to Strangers 
by  Ruth Friesen 

 SWW 2010 Second Quarter 
  Writing Competition 

Short Fiction 
 

Now here’s a challenge. Write a fiction story, 500 words 
limit. It MUST contain a man or a boy (any age), a dog, and 
a pair of scissors. The setting is your choice. Don’t forget--
all stories have a beginning, middle and end, and contain 
conflict. Postmark deadline: June 30, 2010. Please note if 
you grant publication permission. All entries $10. Prizes: 
$150/1st prize; $50/2nd prize; $25/3rd prize. Mail en-
tries to SWW Quarterly Contest,  3721 Morris NE,  Albu-
querque, NM 87111. 

If your Momma was like my Momma, she taught you not to 
talk to strangers. Well, now as a grown-up writer, you can 
throw that advice out the window. Talking to strangers is 
the gravy on the bread of a solitary writer's life. And sum-
mer vacation travel is the perfect time to hone your conver-
sation and observation skills.  

A stranger can become a character in your novel.  
As you listen to the twang or snarl in his voice, 
mentally jot down the sound of it.  Notice the 
pace of his speech, his hiccups and pauses and 
ums.  How is his breath?  One of the characters 
in my life sat on the back seat/shelf of our little 
MGB as we drove, using breath spray every cou-
ple of minutes. The spicy scent permeated the 
car and smelled worse than his breath.  

How close does he stand or sit next to you?  If 
you are in an airplane, does he hog the armrest or does he 
lean away from you?  Does he wave his arms and gesture 
like an Italian, or would he sleep prone with his arms 
crossed over his chest? How much psychic space does he 
use? 

Delve into his life for his stories and his passion.  After all, 
he is a stranger and you'll never see him again, so be nosy.  
You'll be surprised what you can learn. He's thinking the 
same thing about you, that he'll never see you again, so he'll 
spill his secrets if only you'll prod him a bit. Or maybe he'll 
turn in a tight-lipped huff and walk away. You've lost noth-
ing by venturing to ask. And you might gain a fascinating 
story to write. 

As my sister Mary and I flew from Albuquerque, she sat 
next to an older man on the plane. Noticing his hat with 
Navy insignia, Mary asked him about it.  He wore it because 
the insignia was his old Navy unit and he was on his way to 
Honolulu for the anniversary commemoration of the attack 
on Pearl Harbor.  He was one of the survivors. I heard the 
two of them talking in the seat behind me for the entire 
flight. Irvin told her bits of his life story, and Mary listened 
as she heard things about the war that her father could 
never mention. 

Mary offered to send him some information they’d dis-
cussed upon his return from Honolulu, and the conversa-
tion continued. Then he invited her and her family up to 
Trinidad, Colorado where, in his eighties, he still runs a 
ranch. She is now recording his life stories, including the 
many times he nearly died, and he has asked her to write a 
book about his life.  All from talking to a stranger. 

But, you say, I'm an introvert.  That's why I like being a 
writer.  How do I strike up a conversation with someone I 
don't know? As Mary did, take a cue from something he or 

she is wearing or carrying. If you are admiring a tourist at-
traction, ask what he admires about it or if he has ever seen 
anything similar.  Ask if he has found a great place to eat in 
this town. Being a writer gives you license to ask all kinds 
of questions.  "I'm writing a story about" is a great conver-

sation starter, followed by "what can you tell 
me about that?" 

Even if you are not traveling you can benefit 
from talking to strangers. Your stranger may 
be the person sitting next to you at a meeting, 
maybe even SouthWest Writers. You might 
start a friendship by reaching out to the new-
comer or someone who is standing alone at 
the back of the room. He or she could be a 
great source of background information for 
your next piece or become a member of your 
critique group.  

If you are at a conference and feeling lost, find the loneliest-
looking person and strike up a conversation. "What do you 
do when you aren't attending these conferences?"  Don't let 
yourself be intimidated by muckety-mucks. When I was a 
staffer at the Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce, I worked 
with CEOs and community leaders. I found that when I 
asked them, "What is your passion when you are not busy 
at your job?" their faces lit up and I discovered a new aspect 
of them. That's how I learned that Herb Denish (yes, that 
Denish) sang in the New MexiChords, and I arranged for 
him to sing at a Chamber banquet, and hired a barbershop 
quartet from that group to sing at several Christmas par-
ties.  

So instead of listening to the Momma voice in your head, 
listen to your Texas cousin, and "Don't be a stranger now, 
hear?" 

Ruth Friesen is the editor of the SouthWest Sage, and often hides 
behind her camera in the presence of strangers. 
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Program Location: New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque 

Meetings 

Saturday, May 1  
10:00 a.m. to noon 
 
Kirt Hickman  
 
Your Character’s Pervasive View-
point  
 
You’ve probably heard that all of the 
basic plot lines have been taken, that all of the variations of 
story line have been written by someone before.  If you 
write your story from the viewpoint of a unique character, 
the reader will experience it differently than he’s experi-
enced any story before. But you must truly write your story 
from your character’s viewpoint. This entails more than 
just choosing a character through whose eyes the reader 
will view the events. And it entails more than just choosing 
a first-person or third-person narrative. Your character’s 
viewpoint must permeate every aspect of your writing, 
from the portrayal of her thoughts and emotions, to setting 
descriptions, level of detail and specificity, narrative tone, 
and even your word choices. “Your Character’s Pervasive 
Viewpoint” will explore every aspect of viewpoint and the 
many ways it must influence your writing.  
 
Kirt Hickman, author of Revising Fiction: Making Sense of 
the Madness and the award-winning science-fiction thriller 
Worlds Asunder, has sold nearly a thousand books at sign-
ings in the past year.  He has been teaching classes for years 
and was awarded SWW's "Instructor of the Year" award in 
2009.   

Tuesday, May 18 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm  
 
Sarah H. Baker  
 
Prepare for Impact!  
 
How do you make your writing stick with readers long after 
they've finished your book or short story? We'll discuss 
ways to tighten your writing, pare down your plot, choose 
the right POV, and add in emotion, using examples from 
different genres of fiction.  
 
Sarah H. Baker, author of fifteen novels and numerous 
novellas, writes romance as Sarah Storme, mystery as S. H. 
Baker, and erotica as Lydia Parks. Since her first book hit 
the shelves in 2001, she has written for a half dozen pub-
lishers including Kensington and Silhouette, and has served 
as president of the Land of Enchantment Romance Authors. 
Sarah enjoys speaking at conferences and events where she 
can share lessons she has learned with other writers. 

Saturday, June 5  
10:00 a.m. to noon 
 
Lucia Zimmitti  

 
Create Vivid, Memorable Characters: 
Breathe Life into Fictional People  
 
There’s no way around it: If your char-
acters are uninteresting or inauthentic, your story won’t get 
an agent’s/publisher’s attention. Pick up essential character
-building tips and approaches and learn how to create char-
acters with the “it-factor” readers crave. We’ll discuss why 
certain characters are so endearing to readers and why 
others prove to be just plain annoying; how to get your 
reader to feel more connected to your fictional people; ex-
ercises for getting to know your characters better before 
you manipulate them in a scene. Don’t miss it—your char-
acters are counting on you!  
 
Lucia Zimmitti has been guiding people in the art of writ-
ing for years, both as a high school English teacher and a 
writing instructor at the college level. She currently works 
as an editor, consultant, and writing coach. Lucia has pre-
sented writing workshops and seminars at various confer-
ences and retreats across the country. She was recently 
interviewed on National Public Radio about her method for 
encouraging and inspiring writers. You can reach her at 
www.ManuscriptRx.com. 

Tuesday, June 15 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm  
 
James McGrath Morris  
 
I See Dead People: Researching Lives 
from the Past  
 
Conducting the research necessary to write 
a biography, a history, or a historical novel can be daunting. 
In this talk, author James McGrath Morris shares the tech-
niques, tools, and tips necessary to become a sleuth of the 
past. He will cover conducting archival research, using the 
latest electronic research (particularly newspapers), and 
methods of organizing one’s work.  
 
James McGrath Morris spent five years working on Pulit-
zer: A Life in Politics, Print, and Power . His previous book, 
The Rose Man of Sing Sing: A True Tale of Life, Murder, and 
Redemption in the Age of Yellow Journalism, was selected as 
a Washington Post Best Book of the Year for 2004 and was 
optioned as a film and released as an audio book. He is the 
editor of the monthly Biographer's Craft and one of the 
founding members of Biographers International Organiza-
tion. 
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GET YOUR NOVEL READY TO SELL! NOVEL REVISION  
 
Chris Eboch    
    
Wednesday Evenings, May 5-26, 7:00-
8:30 pm 
$85 SWW members, $95 non-members 
Class limited to 14 
SouthWest Writers Conference Room 
3721 Morris NE, Ste A (NW corner of 
Comanche and Morris) 
 
You finished the first draft of your novel. Congratulations! 
But now what do you do with it?  

Bring a first, second or third draft of a novel. Learn how to 
take it apart, and put it back together again -- a whole lot 
better! We'll use in-class exercises to analyze what you 
have, find trouble spots, and plan how to fix them. If you 
have an unfinished novel that you are struggling to com-
plete, you can also benefit from this class. 

Chris Eboch ’s Haunted series follows a brother and sister 
who travel with their parents’ ghost hunter TV show. The 
kids try to help the ghosts, while keeping their activities 
secret from meddling grownups. The Haunted series in-
cludes The Ghost on the Stairs, The Riverboat Phantom and 
The Knight in the Shadows.  
 
Chris Eboch is also the author of The Well of Sacrifice, a 
middle grade Mayan adventure novel that is used in many 
schools, and eight other books. Chris is the New Mexico 
Regional Advisor for the Society of Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators. Learn more at www.chriseboch.com. 

DIMENSION IN FICTION AND NARRATIVE NON-FICTION 

Sean Murphy 
 
Saturday, June 26th  
9:30-4:30 
$79 members, $89 non-members (fees 
include lunch) 

New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eu-
bank north of Spain 
 
In this hands-on one-day workshop we'll examine and prac-
tice the elements that make up a fully dimensional work of 
fiction. One of the distinctions often made between literature 
and fiction designed simply for entertainment or diversion is 
the richness not just of the primary elements such as plot 
and character, but of aspects such as sensory detail, style 
and tone, sense of place, thematic ideas, imagery, symbolism, 
and literary devices such as personification, metaphor and 
foreshadowing. We'll work together in exploring how these 
and other elements fit together and support one another in a 
fully realized piece of fiction or creative nonfiction. Bring 
your writing materials and ideas for a strong day of inspiring 
writing! 
 
Sean Murphy is the author of The Hope Valley Hubcap King, 
The Time of New Weather, The Finished Man, and first place 
winner for best novel in the National Press Women Commu-
nication Award.   To learn more about Sean Murphy visit his 
web page at www.murphyzen.com. 

Register for classes and workshops online at 
www.southwestwriters.com or call 265-9485 

WRITING GREAT DIALOGUE 

Melody Groves 

Wednesdays, July 7, 14 & 21, 6:30-8:30 pm 
$49 members/ $59 non-members. Class limited to 14. 
SWW office, 3721 Morris NE 
 
Ever wonder how writers get their characters to sound like 
they’re really talking? How to get each character to sound 
different? This class is for fiction and non-fiction writers 
who desire to bring their characters to life. Writing good 
dialogue is listening to the voices in your head. 

Melody Groves is the author of three historical fiction nov-
els and one non-fiction book. President of SouthWest Writ-
ers, she’s also publicity chairman for Western Writers of 
America. On Sundays, she performs in Old Town, Albuquer-
que, with the New Mexico Gunfighters, where she shoots 
“sheriffs” and “bad guys.” 

THE SECRET(S) TO A SUCCESSFUL BOOK SIGNING 

Kirt Hickman 

Thursday, May 20, 6:30-8:30pm 
$20 members, $30 non-members, Class limited to 14.  
SWW Office, 3721 Morris NE 
 
If you've ever tried to sell books at a signing, you've learned 
this: Selling a few books may be easy, but selling a lot of 
books is much more difficult. According to Guerrilla Market-
ing for Writers, the national average for books sold at a 
signing is four, but your signings don't have to be that 
way.  In "The Secret(s) to a Successful Book Signing" you'll 
learn when to sign, where to sign, what to bring, what to do 
(and not do), and what to say (and not say).  This one-night 
class can transform your signings from lonely and depress-
ing, to fun and profitable. 
  
Kirt Hickman, author of Revising Fiction: Making Sense of 
the Madness and the award-winning science-fiction thriller 
Worlds Asunder, has sold nearly a thousand books at sign-
ings in the past year.  He has been teaching classes for years 
and was awarded SWW's "Instructor of the Year" award in 
2009.   
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Mark David Gerson will offer his last writing workshops in 
May before moving to Los Angeles later this year.  On Satur-
day, May 1, his workshop titled "Free Your Characters, Free 
Your Story" is a full-day version of the 90-minute seminar 
he'll offer at the Screenwriting Conference in Santa Fe in 
June. On May 8 his workshop is "Vision & Revision: An In-
tuitive Approach to Editing." For more information visit 
markdavidgerson.com/registernow.html.  

Jeanne Shannon has two poems in the latest issue of In-
definite Space, a literary journal published in Pasadena, CA. 

The International Cat Writers Association (CWA) is now 
accepting entries for its 17th annual Communications Con-
test with more than $12,000 in prize money in its kitty. 
CWA's writing competition is open to work published be-
tween June 16, 2009 and June 15, 2010. Entries must be 
published in magazines, newspapers, newsletters and 
online or on the air. Entry deadline is July 1. For more infor-
mation visit www.catwriters.org.   

The Latino Writers Conference will be held May 19-22 at 
the National Hispanic Cultural Center. For details visit 
www.nhccnm.org. 

Karin Bradberry won first prize in the 5th Annual Writers' 
Digest Poetry Contest for her villanelle, "Javelina." She will 
receive a $500 award and the poem will appear in the July/
August issue of Writers' Digest. 

Frank Carden's novel, The Prostitutes of Post Office Street, 
is a finalist for the Eric Hoffer award for the best book of 
2009. It is also a finalist for the Eric Hoffer Montaigne 
Medal which is awarded for the most thought-provoking 
book. The novel is about the red-light district of Galveston 
('54), where downtrodden but proud women work and 
bent cops hang out. 

Several SouthWest Writers members won awards in the 
New Mexico Press Women's 2010 Communication Contest. 
In the non-fiction book category, Rose Marie Kern won 
second place in the instructional sub-category for Fundrais-
ing Events: A Step by Step Guide, Lois Manno placed first in 
the history sub-category with Visions Underground: Carls-
bad Caverns, and Ruth Friesen placed first in the sub-
category for a chapter in a book not written by entrant with 
"Just Imagine." Nancy Marano won second place in the 
columns category with "Cat Chat" and third for editing the 
publication PETroglyphs.  Kay Grant placed fourth in the 
feature story category with her article "The Pig War," writ-
ten for Carnival Cruise Getaways.  Sherri Burr won three 
awards: first for her editorial opinion piece "Keep Film Re-
bate Caps on Shelf" which appeared in AlbuquerqueJour-
nal.com, first for her column in the SouthWest Writers Sage 
"Minding Finances," and second for her speech "Good Job + 
Right Path = Life Purpose" given at a UNM statistics confer-
ence.  SouthWest Writers Sage also won an award.  See the 
story on page 1. 

Barbara DuBois won second place in the Chimera Division 
of the Utah State Poetry Society contest with Centimentality. 

Living Room, the third novel by Dodici Azpadu, is now 
available at Page One and through her website: http://
dodici-azpadu.com.  

The College of Santa Fe will host a writers workshop July 
8-11 in Santa Fe on the CSF campus.  Seven writers includ-
ing Mark Behr, Percival Everett, Bill deBuys, Greg Glazer, 
Pam Houston, Michael McGarrity and Malena Morling will 
lead workshops in fiction, non-fiction and poetry.   For 
more information visit http://csf.edu/summer_workshops/
writers. 

A creative writing workshop in Italy will be held July 18 - 
25 in conjunction with the Amalfi Coast Music & Arts Fes-
tival in Vietri sul Mare.  This is an exciting opportunity to 
study creative writing with Robert Bausch, poetry writing 
with Jane Shore, or memoir and the personal narrative with 
Joyce Maynard. There will be opportunities for other cul-
tural experiences during the week.  For more information: 
www.amalfi-festival.org; by phone at 301.587.6189.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vrbo.com/294272  

Rent a writer's  

retreat in  

historic  

Hillsboro, NM 

Last Minute Help Needed 

Help the One Nation One Year Project win a Pepsi Refresh 
(www.refresheverything.com/) grant of $5,000. Vote on-
line in the month of April.  Pepsi will award money to the 
top internet vote getters. The One Nation One Year Project 
is a coffee table book and an exhibit at the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center in Albuquerque in June. The $5,000 would 
fund mounting, signage, and advertising. One Nation One 
Year is the photographic essay of the Navajo Nation and 
Albuquerque The Magazine photographer Don James, who is 
Navajo. He was embedded in the Navajo Nation and took 
thousands of photos. Other project members include Barbe 
Awalt, Paul Rhetts, and Larryl Lynch.  
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How to Find Readers for Your Blog  
by Rob Spiegel 

Getting a blog started isn’t difficult. There are tons of web-
sites that will support your blog for free: 

Bloger.com 
Blog.com 
Salon.com 
Wordpress.com 
Livejournal.com 
Thoughts.com 
And many others 

 
How do you choose? Go to the sites and play around. How 
do the blogs look? What statistics about visitors do you get? 
Do the blogs on the site fit with your sensibilities? 

Once you choose the site for your blog, the mechanics of 
setting it up are fairly easy – not much different from set-
ting up a Facebook site. I found it easier. Presumably, you 
have also chosen a subject and a schedule – once a day, per-
haps a couple times a week. What you don’t want to do is 
blog just occasionally. If readers notice that weeks pass be-
tween blogs, they’ll quit checking. 

Now you have your site, your subject, your schedule, per-
haps your first few blogs. You want the statistics to reveal a 
flood of readers. The flood turns out to be three readers: 
your mom, your sister, one of your kids. They’re hoping to 
see recent photos of your neighbor’s Bris. If that’s all you 
want from a blog, you’re better off playing around a Face-
book. If, however, you want to create a following of strang-
ers who are just as passionate about roses as you are, you 
have to take some measures to make sure they find out 
about your blog about roses. 

Spreading the word on websites and other blogs 

Let the people who care about your subject know you’re 
blogging. Visit other blogs on your subject. They’re not 
competitors – they’re your colleagues, your fellow aficiona-
dos. Comment on their blogs and make sure your signature 
includes your blog address. Likewise with websites. Most 
sites allow comments after articles. Leave comments on 
articles that discuss your subject, leaving behind your blog 
address. 

Search engine optimization 

I blog about lead-free electronic components. How exciting 
is that? If you put “lead-free blog” in Google, I come up first. 
Work to make sure your blog comes up high in Google re-
sults. You can do this by selecting appropriate keywords for 
your blog postings, and by using key terms in your blog. 
Create subheads in your blog postings and include key 
terms in those subheads. Toy around with terms in your 
blog until you begin to see your postings show up on 

Google. But don’t sacrifice readability to cram in keywords. 

Writing and speaking on the subject 

When you blog regularly on a subject, you will begin to be-
come an expert. The research required to blog regularly 
will give you ideas that you can turn into articles and talks. 
Pitch articles about your subject to small magazines and 
websites and work your way up. Make sure your blog ad-
dress is included in the article. That exposure will bring you 
readers. 

Work on all of these tactics, and you’ll see progress in at-
tracting readers. It may be slow, but if you’re persistent, 
good things can happen. As I said in the first part of this 
article in the April Sage, I’m launching a blog on how to get 
published. I’ll let you know how it works out. You can read 
the blog at: http://open.salon.com/blog/robspiegel 

Rob Spiegel, SWW Vice President, is widely published nationally and 
is a former magazine owner and book publisher.  

A Good Online Printer 
by Rose Marie Kern 

 
The 7th edition of my DIY book The Solar 
Chef was just printed this month.  The 
printer I had used last time upped their 
prices to the point that I was looking 
around for alternatives and I found a new 

one online at www.48hrbooks.com.   They advertise that 
whatever you send them takes just 48 hours to print, plus 
whatever shipping time is necessary to get back to you.   

I used their calculator to find out how much just 100 books 
would be and was impressed by the price.  Because The So-
lar Chef is a spiral bound cookbook, the spiral binding takes 
an extra two days. Since they tossed in a bonus of 25 books 
for being a new customer I thought I'd try it.   

Everything was as advertised.  I did not want or need an 
editor, and my files were already in .pdf format when I up-
loaded them.  The product appeared this morning at my 
home,  just a total of 6 working days after I uploaded the 
files.  The bindings, colors and format were everything I ex-
pected and they were packaged in groups of 20 with plastic 
shrink wrap to protect them from water damage.  I immedi-
ately re-packaged them in smaller boxes to fill orders I have 
waiting.   

If you have your book in final format with no editing 
needed, this is a really good option. 

Rose Marie Kern writes monthly articles for 14 aviation publica-
tions.  Though from New Mexico, she is currently stationed near 
Washington, D.C. 
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SouthWest Writers’ 28th Annual Writing Contest   
The SouthWest Writers’ 28th Annual Writing Contest encour-
ages and rewards excellence.  Cash prizes are awarded to the 
top three entries in each of 14 categories.  In addition, first-
place winners in each category compete for the $1,000 Story-
teller Award. 

The contest is open to all original, unpublished work by       
English-language writers. Deadline: Postmarked no later than 
May 1, 2010. Late entries:  Postmarked no later than May 15, 
2010 (late fee applies). 

Contest Categories & Submission Requirements 
1.  Mainstream/Literary Novel 
2.  Mystery/Suspense/Thriller/Adventure Novel 
3.  Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror Novel 
4.  Historical Novel 
5.  Middle Grade or Young Adult Novel 

For the above five categories, submit the first 20 double-spaced 
pages of the manuscript plus a single-spaced synopsis, two 
pages maximum. 

6. Memoir Book.  Submit the first 20 pages. 
7. Memoir Article.  No more than  1,500 words. 
8. Mainstream/Literary Short Story.  No more than 5,000 
words. 
9. Nonfiction Essay/Article.  No more than 1,500 words. 
10. Personal Essay/Column.  No more than 750 words. 

For the above five categories, manuscripts must be double-
spaced. 

11. Nonfiction Book.  Submit the first 10 pages plus a book 
proposal of no more than 10 double-spaced pages plus a 
one-page, single-spaced query letter. 
12. Children's Fiction or Nonfiction Picture Book.  Sub-
mit the entire manuscript, maximum 10 pages. 
13. Screenplay.  Submit the first 20 pages in industry-
standard format plus a one-page synopsis. 
14. Poetry.  Submit one poem per entry of no more than 
three pages, any format. 

For the above four categories, follow the category-specific in-
structions. 

Contest Rules 

1. Each entry must be in a separate envelope accompanied by a 
completed Entry Form and Entry Fee.  No certified mail.  En-
close a self-addressed, stamped postcard if you want notifica-
tion of receipt.  

2. Write the Category Number you are entering on the outside 
of the envelope below your return address.  Be sure to circle 
the Category Number on the entry form. 

3. Your entry must be original, written in English, and unpub-
lished or un-optioned at time of submittal. 

4. If your manuscript previously won 1st prize in a particular 
category, it is ineligible for that category. 

5. Using standard manuscript formatting, your manuscript must 
be printed on one side of 8-1/2 x 11 or A4 white paper in 12-
point Courier or Times New Roman, double-spaced. Synopses 
and query letters must be single-spaced.  Poems have no spac-
ing requirements.  Screenplays should follow industry-specific 
standards. 

6. Your name may not appear anywhere on the manuscript, 
synopsis, book proposal or query.  

7. Submit two (2) copies of the manuscript, synopsis, book 
proposal or query as specified for the category you are en-
tering.  Manuscripts will not be returned.  Manuscripts will be 
shredded or otherwise destroyed by October 31, 2010. 

8. If your Entry Fee includes the cost of a Critique:  Submit 
three (3) copies of your manuscript plus a large, self-
addressed envelope with enough postage stamps affixed for 
return mail (i.e. a large SASE).  NO METERED POSTAGE.  The 
critiqued manuscript will be returned in your SASE in August, 
2010. 

9. All First (1st) Place winning manuscripts in each category are 
sent to the Storyteller judge in consideration for the $1,000 Sto-
ryteller Award. 

10. Winners in each category will be notified in August, 2010. 
Prizes are as follows:  1st Place:  $150; 2nd Place: $100; 3rd 
Place: $50. 

11. Contest judging takes place in two phases.  A qualified panel 
of writers and editors selects the top 15 entries in each cate-
gory.  Those top 15 entries are then judged by an agent, editor 
or publisher appropriate to each category.  The top three win-
ners in each category receive a critique from the commissioned 
judge.  Contacting any judge during the contest period about an 
entry is an automatic disqualification. 

12. The professional editors, agents and/or publishers commis-
sioned as judges are not employees of SouthWest Writers 
(SWW) and their opinions do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of SouthWest Writers.  

13. As part of the annual SWW Novel Conference, a banquet will 
be held September 10, 2010 to announce and honor the top 
three (3) winners in each category.  Winners will also be posted 
on the SWW website.  

14. SouthWest Writers reserves the right to disqualify any entry 
if contest rules are not followed, in which case the entry fee will 
not be refunded.  Common mistakes include: (1) Writer’s name 
is on manuscript. (2) Incorrect fee is enclosed.  (3) Incorrect 
number of manuscript copies is submitted (See Rule 7). 

Critique Service 

You may request a critique by another professional agent or 
editor (judges critique only first-place winners) by circling the 
appropriate fee on the Entry Form, submitting three copies of 
your manuscript instead of two, and enclosing the correct fee 
with your submission.   
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ANNUAL WRITING CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

A.  Your CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Name             

Address            

City        State:  ZIP:   

Phone     E-mail        

If other than United States: 

Country      Postal Code:     

B.  Please circle the appropriate ENTRY FEE: 

 

C. Please circle the appropriate CATEGORY:  

 1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12   13   14  Title:_________________________________  
(A separate entry form must accompany each submission) 

D.  Indicate METHOD OF PAYMENT: 

__ Check or Money Order (no cash) in US$ payable to SouthWest Writers 

__ Visa __ MasterCard              Exp. Date_______________________________ 

Card Number: ______________________________Security Code Number:______________ 

Signature:___________________________________________________________________ 
E:  Sign Entry Form: 
In consideration for SouthWest Writers (SWW) acceptance of my work for review in the SWW Contest 2010, I hereby submit 
my entry and fee and agree to be bound by all contest rules.  I understand that questions regarding the interpretation of 
these rules and any matters relating to the contest which are not specifically covered by the rules, will be decided solely at 
the discretion of contest officials.  I will accept as final and be bound by all judges’ decisions.  I understand and agree that my 
manuscript will be subjectively evaluated, and SWW cannot accept liability for consequences arising from any opinion ex-
pressed.  I hold harmless and indemnify SWW, its agents, employees, and volunteers for any and all losses, costs, or expenses 
incurred from any dispute arising from my participation in the contest.  I acknowledge by my signature below that I have 
read, understood, and agree to be bound by these rules.  I understand that my contest submission will not be accepted with-
out my signature below. 

Signature:___________________________________________________Date:______________ 
 
Co-Author’s signature (if applicable) :________________________________Date:______________ 

F.  Mail COMPLETED ENTRY FORM & FEE to:    SouthWest Writers Contest 2010, 3721 Morris Ave. NE, Suite A 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico  87111-3611 

E N T R Y  F E E  F O R  A L L  E N T R I E S  E X C E P T  P O E T R Y  
Postmarked Members of SouthWest Writers All Other Entrants 

No later than Contest Only Contest & Critique Contest Only Contest & Critique 

May 1 $20 $45 $30 $55 

May 15 $25 $50 $35 $60 

E N T R Y  F E E  F O R  P O E T R Y  

First Poem $10 $35 $20 $55 

Each Additional Poem:  $5 



Label shows your SWW Membership expiration date. 
Renew promptly to retain your membership benefits. 

SouthWest Writers is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to encouraging and supporting all people 

to express themselves through the written word. 

SouthWest Sage 
SouthWest Writers Workshop 
3721 Morris NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
www.southwestwriters.com 
SWWriters@juno.com 

Change Service Requested 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators 
www.scbwi.org 
Chris Eboch 
chriseboch@blarg.net 
 
Duke City Screenwriters 
Every other Thursday, 
Flying Star on 7th and Silver. 
Marc Calderwood  505-897-6474  
skatingkokopelli@hotmail. com 
 
Fantasy Writers 
Borders Books, ABQ Uptown 
Every other Saturday 4 PM 
Ron Harrison, harrison653@hotmail.com  
 
Albuquerque Press Club 
201 Highland Park Cir. SE 
Second Tuesdays 7 pm 
Samantha 505-401-1561  
sclark.abq@earthlink.net 

New Mexico Press Women 
www.newmexicopresswomen.org 
Open to males and females 
 
Estancia Valley Writers Group 
Moriarty Community Library 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Tina Ortega 505-832-2513 
 
International Women’s Writing Guild  
www.iwwg.org 
Diane Schmidt  
dianeschmidt22@hotmail.com 
 
New Mexico State Poetry Society  
2nd Saturday 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.   
Manzano del Sol Independent Living 
Karin Bradberry, karinbradberry@msn.com  
  
Land of Enchantment Romance Authors 
Second Saturdays at noon. 
leranm.com 

Area Writing Groups 

Women in Communications 
www.nmawc.org 
 
New Mexico Book Co-op 
505/344-9382 
LPD_Press@msn.com 
 
Mystery 
www.croak-and-dagger.com 
 
Western Writers of America 
Johnny Boggs, wwa@unm.edu 


