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Festive 2007 Awards Banquet
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D

ozens of gussied-up guests dined at the SWW
Awards Banquet late last month, celebrating the
winners of the 2007 Annual Writing Contest.

Always entertaining, emcee John Candelaria composed a
poem especially for the occasion featuring titles of the
winning entries. Is the title of your entry here?

An Evolving Myth
by John J. Candelaria

FOnce upon a time, actually every year, a Shadow Falls
over the May 1st deadline for the annual writing
contest, as muses become silent for a day.
On the next Saturday writers meet, their voices murmur
rules and writing guidelines are arrayed in a Schizophrenia as Hades way—A Sonnet Sequence to the poets.
Entrants feel they were Wrestling Navajo Angels in a
labyrinth called the Lair of the Minotaur. No doubt for
them The Demon Had A Name.
Writers call the SWW Office, dubbed the Guardian of
the Mountain: Righteous Anger, where The Angels and
Mackenzie’s Weird Brain are Planting Clues to the
unwritten mystery category, Contest Rules and
Guidelines.
This year, one author rushes to complete her manuscript, an inspirational novel. Then prayed the judge
would not comment her book was like a Dead Man
Breathing.
Another writer is said to have been Out and About,
Leaving Utopia, his writing desk, to be caught Stealing
Medicine to stay awake far into the night. A process, our
SWW President, The Ancestor, joked was A Standard
Life for writers.
Rumors spread that over this Mile High city, some took a
Carpet Ride, flew their manuscripts across an Almond
Sunset as one writer said, “Watch as They Fall Like
Stones into the post office.”
Comments on how many writers Faithful to instructions
submitted exceptional novels, short stories, poetry,

and screenplays. They are known to be a Captive
Audience who live in the Flow: The Other Side of the
Writer’s Struggle.
One judge known only as Chef Franz wrote to the contest
chair, “These manuscripts, like tasty morsels would
delight even the Wolves.
Others said of the contest, “It was, “A Simple Thing,
Rather Elegant.” One romance writer mused, “I remember
it as a place in time Where Love Once Lived.”
Judges from the East, West, North and South made their
selections; gave names to the Vision Quest of winners in
first, second and third place. Their choices like picking a
Blood Ruby from among magnificent jewels.
Today, winners reach the end of their Jornada, their
journey of writing effort. They soar, like Brave Bessie:
American Aviatrix, as they carry away a certificate, a
critique and money.
The Storyteller Award honors the best of first place winners, so a Replay of the manuscript title occurs.
Here at the banquet, no one except the writer knows Who
Killed the Karaoke Cowboy?, what happened in The
Winslow Incident, or who devised The African Groundnut
Scheme.
But what we all know is no one here will ever start a
manuscript with those mythical words,
“It was a dark and stormy night...”

October 2007

From the Editor

A

ctually, it was a
bright and sunny
day—with
apologies to novelist
Edward Bulwer-Lytton
who began his 1830
novel, Paul Clifford,
with the phrase made
famous by comic strip
artist Charles Schultz
and quoted by SWW
banquet emcee, John
Candelaria, in the
poem he humorously
penned for the event.
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Banquet Emcee
John Candelaria

You missed a fine
celebration if you weren’t
there. Indeed, the 2007 SWW Annual Banquet was a hit!
The Marriott Hotel’s festive banquet room glowed with
large formal tables covered in crisp white cloths and
sparkling place settings topped with colorfully elaboate “word bird” centerpieces by SWW Class Coordinator Bonnie Hayes. Each 2007 Writers Contest winner
had a personalized place card displaying his or her
name and home town. They knew they were winners
when they arrived, but not where they placed in the
category they entered or who would take home this
year’s Storyteller Award.
That turned out to be Scott Micheel, pictured twice on
our cover (once solo and again seated in the panorama
of the banquet room) for his novel, Blood Ruby, in the
Science Fiction / Fantasy / Horror category.

But the real heroine of this story was 2007 Writers
Contest Chair, Jeanne Shannon, who pulled it all off with
a flair for the dramatic by managing the entries and
judges, and by overseeing the printed banquet programs
and arranging for a chocolate fountain as doubledessert—along with what must have seemed like neverending details. Nearly a hundred SWW members, guests
and winners attended the banquet, sometimes cheering
and always applauding the winning authors as they
enthusiastically accepted envelopes containing
certificates and, best of all, prize checks. Kudos to those
who helped Jeanne this year are in her column on page 4
with the winning authors on page 5.
Thanks to SWW Sage assistants Harold
Burnett, Lola Eagle, Larry Greenly and
Jeanne Shannon for their eleventhhour proofing so we could bring you
this event coverage soon after it
happened, and to SWW member Rose
Marie Kern for photographing the
authors accepting their laurels.
Congratulations to all for a job done superbly!

2008
SWW Conference Update
by Wendy Bickel

F

or those who have been wondering when the next
SWW mini-conference will be, the suspense is at
an end. Two great conferences are being planned for
2008: Mysteries and Memoirs.
Mystery Conference: On February 16, 2008, SWW and
Croak & Dagger, the local branch of Sisters in Crime, will
host a Mystery Conference. The hunt is underway for
some outstanding speakers—and, of course, for at least
one editor and one agent who will want to hear pitches
from conference attendees.
Memoir Conference: In
August or September of
2008, SWW plans to
host a Memoir Conference. There was not
enough time to put
together a quality
memoir conference for
October of 2007, as had
been originally planned,
but the groundwork has
been laid for the 2008
conference.

A bestseller of sorts at the Annual Banquet was
Chocolate Amor’s fascinating and delicious chocolate
fountain. Dipping fresh fruit and munchies was wildly
popular even before the tasty main course was served.
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Make plans to attend your
favorite! Watch for further
information in SouthWest Sage
and on the SWW Website. Details will be announced as
soon as plans are finalized.
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Loretta Hall holds the prestigious 2007 SWW
Parris Award she received in September. This
honor is named after award-winning author
Parris Afton Bonds,
who co-founded both
SouthWest Writers
and Romance
Writers of America.

SouthWest Sage

Award requirements
include a published
body of work and an
extraordinary pattern
of furthering SWW
and encouraging
other writers.
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Congratulations,
Loretta!
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Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers
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*Requires proof of student status. Download the Sage from SWW Website.

Join us! First Saturday: 10am-Noon; Workshop: 1-4 pm. Third Tuesday: 7-9 pm.
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico

SWW
Upcoming SWW programs feature presentations on
research, natural rules of writing, book marketing,
creating unforgettable settings, a poetry workshop,
and Word for Writers! Continue building yout writing
skills by turning to page 8. Mark your calendar today!
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SWW Classes

C

lasses are held at the SWW conference room at 3721
Morris St. NE Suite A in Albuquerque, which is available to members wishing to teach about writing.
SouthWest Writers is not responsible for the opinions and
teaching methods of the instructors. However, we welcome
constructive criticism or comments on any class, and these
should be forwarded to the office. Classes are limited to 14,
and are tax deductible. Register by calling SWW (505) 265-9485
between 9 a.m. and noon weekdays.
October 11, 18, and 25, 2007
Thursday evenings 7:00 - 9:00 pm
$45 members, $55 non-members

The Business of Writing
This workshop is for those who wish to learn how to become a professional writer and enjoy the tax benefits and
perks of the writing business.
Learn the IRS requirements for being a professional writer.
Learn how to create a Writing Business Plan.
Discover the myriad tax deductions for professional writers.
Gain an understanding of copyrights and contract terms.
Fred A. Aiken is a true Renaissance Man. After a threedecade career as a Professional Engineer, he entered the
teaching profession. Currently in his seventh year of
teaching chemistry, geology and astronomy at Rio Grande
High School, he is pursuing National Teaching
Certification. In addition to a Masters of Business
Administration (Cleveland State University, 1974), Fred
holds a Masters in Education (College of Santa Fe, 2006).
His professional writing credits include articles in Guideposts Magazine, Angels-on-Earth and numerous technical
articles and symposium proceedings. Fred retains an
active leadership role in New Life Presbyterian Church
and is a Commissioner to the Presbytery of Santa Fe.

October 21 and 28, and November 4, 2007
Sunday Afternoons 2 to 4 p.m.
$49 members, $59 non-members

Do-It-Yourself Websites
This six-hour series is an expansion of Loretta Hall’s
popular presentation on Cheap and Easy Website Building.
The first class will present enough information to get you
started building your own website. The second and third
classes will include shared experiences and problem
solving as participants choose their hosting sites and build
their pages.
Loretta Hall is the author of four books and 200 nonfiction
articles, and she has built three websites. Enter
“underground buildings” in your favorite search engine,
and her site SubsurfaceBuildings.com will show up at the
top of the results. It is listed as a Top 20 Architecture site
by top20.com, and it received a 2007 Award of Excellence
from the Southwest Region of the Society for Technical
Communication.
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Contest Connection
by Jeanne Shannon
Congratulations to the 2007 SWW
Writer’s Contest Winners! They are
shown in all their glory on the next
page in this issue. Thanks to everyone who entered the contest and
congratulations to all. We are pleased
that so many winners and guests
were able to attend the Awards
Banquet on September 22 and
experience the excitement of the day.
Attendees came from New Mexico, California, Texas,
Utah, the state of Washington, and Canada.
Special thanks to Ken Miller for his delightful guitar
music, to Chocolate Amor for their delicious
chocolate fountain, to John Candelaria, who served
splendidly as master of ceremonies for the third year in
a row, and to Bonnie Hayes for providing the origami
“word birds” as centerpieces for the tables.
My sincere thanks to all those who helped. Volunteers
who helped with publicity, with processing the entries,
and with preparing envelopes for return to the contestants were Sandy Schairer, Keith Pyeatt, Melody
Groves, Harold Burnett, Lola Eagle, Terry Sachko,
Carol Riley, John Candelaria, and Constance Hester.
Thanks to Larry Greenly for guidance and for answering questions during the entry processing. Thanks to
Sandy Schairer for preparing the winners’ certificates,
to Peggy Herrington for creating the winners’ place
cards and for giving the Awards Banquet extra publicity in the Sage, and to Pat DeMoss and Joanne Bodin
for staffing the registration table at the banquet. Much
appreciation to Joanne Bodin, the 2006 Contest Chair,
for serving as a resource for me all year. And of course,
thanks to our judges and critiquers. Without them, we
couldn’t hold a contest.
The next contest cycle will begin in January 2008.
Check the SWW website and the Sage in early 2008 for
the latest information. And above all, keep writing!
Jeanne Shannon, M.A., 2007 SWW Writer’s Contest Chair,
is the author of nine poetry chapbooks, two full-length
collections of poetry, and a book of stories and poems
based on her early life in Virginia. She is editor/
publisher of The Wildflower Press in Albuquerque
(www.thewildflowerpress.com).

Free Writing Class for Seniors
SWW offers a free writing class at Bear Canyon Senior
Center every Monday from 3:00- 4:15pm. Taught by
Larry Greenly and Rob Spiegel, classes are free to
members of any Albuquerque Senior Center. Membership is open to anyone over 50 and annual dues are $13.
Bear Canyon is two blocks north of Montgomery, one
block east of Eubank.
The class covers all forms of writing, from fiction and
non-fiction to memoirs and poetry. During the first half
of the class there's a lecture on the principles of good
writing. In the second half of the class the instructors
look at students' work.
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Congratulations 2007
SWW Annual Contest Winners!

Storyteller Award Winner
Blood Ruby. Scott Micheel, Albuquerque, NM
Mainstream or Literary Novel
1st Place: A Standard Life. Jim Van Waggoner, Toronto,
Ontario Canada
2nd Place: Mile High. J. Alicia Shank, Boulder, CO
3rd Place: The Dry Line. Ramona Gault, Seattle, WA
Mystery/Suspense/Thriller/Adventure Novel
1st Place: The Winslow Incident. S. E. Voss, Portland, OR
2nd Place: Carpet Ride. Norman D. Brown, Leander, TX
3rd Place: Shadow Falls. Gloria O’Shields, Farmington, NM
Romance Novel
1st Place: A Virgin for Valentine’s. Cathleen Smith, Albuq, NM
2nd Place: Out and About. Pauline Montauge, Napa, CA
3rd Place: Stealing Medicine. Tara J. Myers, Houston, TX
Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror Novel
1st Place: Blood Ruby. Scott Micheel, Albuq., NM
2nd Place: They Called Me Dragon. Gail Gibbs, Tyrone, NM
3rd Place: Guardian of the Mountain: Righteous Anger. David
J. Corwell, Albuq, NM
Historical/American Frontier/Western Novel
1st Place: The Mikvah. Elisabeth E. Williams, Albuq., NM
2nd Place: The African Groundnut Scheme. Laurin A. Keto,
Silver Spring, MD
3rd Place: Jornada: A Southwestern Girlhood. Teresa Janssen,
Port Townsend, WA
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Historical, Western, etc., Short Story
1st Place: Intuitive. Katie Faguy, Albuq., NM
2nd Place: The Ancestor. Dennis Herrick, Rio Rancho, NM
3rd Place: Lynch Mob. Ray Collins, Rio Rancho, NM

Middle Grade or Young Adult Short Story
1st Place: Captive Audience. Sheryl L. Allen and Deborah Snyder,
Albuq., NM
2nd Place: Ghost Tours. Sheryl L. Allen and Deborah Snyder,
Albuq., NM
3rd Place: Vision Quest. Nancy LaTurner, Albuq., NM
Nonfiction Article or Essay
1st Place: A New View of Nuclear Proliferation. Charles Garner,
Albuq., NM
2nd Place: Flow: The Other Side of the Writer’s Struggle. Monique
Parker, Questa, NM
3rd Place: Concepts of War, and Why They Really Matter. Hugh
Horan, Rio Rancho, NM
Children’s Nonfiction Article
1st Place: Brave Bessie: American Aviatrix. Wendy Bickel, Albuq.,
NM
2nd Place: Georgia’s Giant Flowers. Sheila Wood Ford, Van
Buren, MO
3rd Place: Beetles Have a Ball. Sheryl L. Allen and Deborah
Snyder, Albuq., NM
Nonfiction Book
1st Place: Wrestling Navajo Angels. Cindy Foster, Albuq, NM
2nd Place: Enlightenment Junkie. Linda Mertz, Albuq, NM
3rd Place: The Demon Had a Name: A Lifelong Battle with
Bipolarity. Michael Joe Dupont, Albuq., NM

Middle Grade/Young Adult Novel
1st Place: The Angels and Mackenzie’s Weird Brain. Robert
Spiegel, Albuq, NM
2nd Place: Leaving Utopia. Jennifer Ruden, Albuquerque, NM
3rd Place: The Molly Chronicles. Anonymous by Request,
Albuq, NM

Middle Grade or Young Adult Mystery or Suspense Book
1st Place: Knights of the Old Code. Veronica Rossi, Danville, CA
2nd Place: Lair of the Minotaur. Christina Farley, Toccoa, GA
3rd Place: Planting Clues. Liza Wheeler, Albuq., NM

Inspirational or Spiritual Novel
1st Place: Where Love Once Lived. Sidney W. Frost,
Georgetown, TX
2nd Place: The Women of Westerville. Rosslyn Elliott, Albuq.,
NM
3rd Place: Believing is Seeing. Michelle J. Holtby, Albuq, NM

Children’s Picture Book (Fiction or Nonfiction)
1st Place: Mom Isn’t Fancy. Jean Reagan, Salt Lake City, UT
2nd Place: The Forget-Me-Not Keeper. Susanna L. Hill,
Poughkeepsie, NY
3rd Place: Chef Franz. Sue Houser, Albuq., NM

Science Fiction, Fantasy, or Horror Short Story
1st Place: Dead Man Breathing. David J. Corwell, Albuq., NM
2nd Place: Fair Trade. Kathryn Wagoner, Albuquerque, NM
3rd Place: Anna-Dora DeVries, Heres. Valeria Mihalache,
Santa Clara, CA

Screenplay
1st Place: Faithful. Eric Schneider, Santa Fe, NM
2nd Place: The Third Spell. Scott and Paula Merrow,
Albuquerque, NM
3rd Place: Half of an Orange. Catherine Fridey, Albuq., NM

Mainstream or Literary Short Story
1st Place: They Fall Like Stones. Jason Gibeau, Tijeras, NM
2nd Place: A Simple Thing, Rather Elegant. R.E.E. Evans, Santa
Fe, NM
3rd Place: Replay. Peter Fisk, Placitas, NM

Poetry
1st Place: Schizophrenia as Hades: A Sonnet Sequence. Luise
Putcamp, Jr., Albuq., NM
2nd Place: Wolves. Karin Bradberry, Albuquerque, NM
3rd Place: El Vato and the Bees. Kate Padilla, Socorro, NM

Mystery or Romance Short Story
1st Place: A Puzzle in Pie Town. Scott Merrow, Albuq., NM
2nd Place: Almond Sunset. David Rosenfeld, Ridgewood, NJ
3rd Place: Who Killed the Karaoke Cowboy? Judy Castleberry,
Farmington, NM

Spanish Language Nonfiction Article or Essay
1st Place: La Voz Que Acaricia y Las Naranjas Que Atacan.
Margarita B. Montalvo, Albuq., NM
No second- or third-place entries.
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Book Signings
Saturday, October 6 at 11a.m.
Children’s book author Deborah Duvall and illustrator
Murv Jacobs will provide a lively reading in word and
song from their Cherokee World Series. Albuquerque
Museum.

Member Successes
Julie Matherly has an essay titled “The Human
Whisperer” published in A Cup of Comfort for Dog
Lovers (Adams Media, August 2007). This special
anthology celebrates the love, loyalty and
companionship people have with their pooches. For
more information and writer’s guidelines for future
editions of this national bestselling series, visit
www.cupofcomfort.com.

Sunday, October 7, 12 to 2 p.m.
Book signing by Lisa Polisar, The Ghost of Mary Prairie. In Jonna-Lynn Mandelbaum’s historical novel, Malarial
1961 fifteen-year-old Jake Leeds seeks the truth behind
Fevers, has been released by Dog Ear Publishing and is
the legend of Mary McCann, a murdered girl who haunts available at her website www.jonna-lynn.com and other
the Oklahoma prairie in search of her killer. Treasure
online sources, as well as local bookstores. Her next
House Books.
historical novel, Unspoken Farewell, also about Africa, is
scheduled to be released in the next few months.
Sunday, October 7, 2 to 4 p.m.
Reading and Discussion by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz,
Sey Kamm’s novel, From Adam Cometh, is available
Roots of Resistance: A History of Land Tenure in New
through Amazon and Barnes and Noble. It’s a love story
Mexico, at Bookworks.
with lots of sex, gender bending, and murder, which Sey
started writing at age 19 and finally finished at age 80.
Oct 12 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Visit www.outskirtspress.com/fromadamcometh for
Mark David Gerson, author of the award-winning “true details. Congratulations, Sey!
fantasy” The MoonQuest, will sign books at Hastings,
Wyoming and Montgomery.
Mark David Gerson has been doing the media rounds
with his new novel, The MoonQuest, and his upcoming
Sunday, October 14 from 12-2 p.m.
book on writing, The Voice of the Muse: Answering the
Saturday, October 20 at 2 p.m.
Call to Write. On August 6 he was interviewed by Diego
Sunday, October 21 at 1 p.m.
Mulligan on the KSFR radio program, The Journey
Richard Benke, City of Stone, book signing at Treasure Home, out of Santa Fe. In September he was interviewed
House Books. The U.S.-Mexico border is the setting for
by David Steinberg of the Albuquerque Journal and was
this suspenseful tale of death and deceit involving
a guest on Passionate Internet Voices Radio’s All Things
historical characters and a legendary cache of gold.
That Matter with Phil Harris on September 10. On
October 18 he’ll be a guest on the Author’s Access
Monday, October 15, Noon: Bring-your-lunch event
podcast (iTunes or www.authorsaccess.com), talking
Reading & Discussion, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Roots of about “The Myth of Writer’s Block.”
Resistance: A History of Land Tenure in New Mexico, at the
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center.
Friends of the Rio Grande Nature Center recently
selected Peggy Herrington, editor of SWW Sage, as
Tuesday, October 23 at 7 p.m.
editor of their quarterly newsletter, Bosque Tracks. The
Book Discussion & Signing by Gene Guerin, The Cotton- newsletter is presently available to RGNC members
wood Saints, and Charles Poling, The Desert Remains, at only, but Peggy is working toward making it available
Bookworks. Cottonwood Saints, winner of the Mountains online to all. If you haven’t visited the Nature Center
& Plains 2007 Regional Book Award for Adult Fiction,
recently, the fall season is a great time to see it. Located
spans the twentieth century and chronicles the lives of a west of Rio Grande Blvd. at the end of Candelaria.
New Mexico woman and her son as they intersect with
prominent events of the century. In The Desert Remains,
chasms between family members widen in the aftermath
of the death of a mother, her secret burial site, and her
daughter’s struggle with love and forgiveness.
Sunday, October 28 at 3 p.m.
Book Discussion & Signing by Mary Jane Straw Cook, on
Doña Tules at Bookworks. Due to her daring behavior,
Doña Tules has predominately been portrayed as little
more than a caricature of an Old West madam and cardsharp. Mary Cook sifts through the notoriety to illustrate
the significant role she played in New Mexico history.
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Announcements
Wednesday, October 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
NMBA Professional Development Workshop Series
Book Distribution Decoded
Finding a book distributor, dealing with national and
regional wholesalers, and getting books into book stores
and libraries are challenges that continue to vex today’s
independent publishers and self-published authors. NMBA
has put together a stellar panel of experts to unravel the
mysteries and frustrations of book distribution today!
Open to the public. Handouts. Writers’ Room, 826 Camino
del Monte Rey. Santa Fe. Cost: $20 NMBA members, $25
non-members. Contact Jim Mafchir (505) 988-7214 or
email: westernedge@santa-fe.net.

November 1-4
This year, at our 4th annual Hillerman Writer’s
Conference, we’re offering something new—agent
pitch sessions. This is opportunity for attendees to
talk to agents interested in mysteries and is free with
registration—but only a limited number of slots are
available. Go to www.hillermanconference.com for
details. The conference, held in Albuquerque,
features top mystery authors, sessions on the craft of
writing and a conversation with Tony Hillerman.

October 5, 6, 7: The Santa Fe Short Story Festival, now
in its third season, is a literary festival that celebrates the
art of short stories through dramatic readings, lectures,
films and panel discussions. Held at the James A. Little
Theater at the NM School for the Deaf located at 1060
Cerrillos Road. Tickets available through the Lensic box
office 505-988-1234 or online at Tickets Santa Fe. Contact:
www.santafeshortstory.org or 466-3440.
Monday, October 9, 6:30-8 p.m.
Writers to Writers—History: Fact and Fiction by
Gabriella Anderson. Westside Hastings (Coors and
Montano). (505) 898-0624 or dcorwell@hotmail.com.
October 27
Lois Duncan will speak at the AASL National Conference
in Reno, Nevada. The subject is “Censorship.” Joining Lois
for this session will be authors Chris Crutcher and
Carolyn Mackler.
Renee Evans of Portland, Oregon, is seeking submissions
for an anthology called GAY, LESBIAN, BI, and
TRANSGENDERED… THE SEARCH FOR
SPIRITUALITY. Stories she’s looking for are from
people in the GLBT community who have been
successful in finding a spiritual connection. The book
will encompass all different faiths and cultures. Authors
will be compensated with a share of royalties. Deadline
for submissions is January 31, 2008. For details, visit
home.comcast.net/~remcg/glbtspirit.html.

Duly elected last month, 2008 SWW officers:
President Rob Spiegel (seated), Vice President
Larry Greenly, Treasurer Keith Pyeatt, and
Secretary Sandy Schairer (left to right).

Happy
Trick or Treat!
Smell my feet!
Give me something
Good to eat!
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SWW Events & Workshops
Program Location: New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque

Saturday, October 6, 10:00 a.m. to noon

Researching the Story of
Smokey Bear
Sue Houser will discuss the
steps she followed in researching Smokey Bear, the process of
obtaining a license from the
U.S. Forest Service and permission to use their photographs. Outpouring of interest
in the book at the annual
Smokey Bear celebration in
Capitan, unexpected newspaper coverage, and a TV
interview indicates that
Smokey Bear continues to be
one of the most celebrated
critters that ever lived.
Sue Houser is a former legal secretary and retired social
worker. Hot Foot Teddy: The True Story of Smokey Bear is
her first book.

Welcome
New Members
Gloria Casale
Dennis Blanford
Harold Traurig
Betty W. Smith
Virginia Tepfer
Sharon A. Ahero
Janis E. White
John Ward
Richard Rynkowski
Susan Rati Lane
Katherine Lamphere
Troy Crownover
Kate Bennett
Lawrence Trujillo
Paul Striel
Willie Price
Soledad Santiago
Randy Shamlian
Douglas Austen
Rick Ramsey
Helen Brodeur
Carol Chapin
Tiffany Wells
Jess Orenduff
Cindy Sylvester
Dale Wilkins
Scott Sharot
Robert C. Wolf
Alan Haft
Ray Shortridge
Caroline H. Persson-Reeves

Saturday, October 6, 1 to 4 p.m.
$20 for members, $30 for non members
No registration. Pay at the door.

The Future of Book Marketing
Take advantage of new technologies for book production
and promotion. The age of podcasts, iPods, iPhones and
high speed Internet connections is upon us. With close to
80 percent of Internet users on broadband service, downloadable audio and E-books to CDs and small portable devices
are in. Is your book mobile? Are you using the most
compelling and cost-effective marketing solutions made
possible by the Internet to promote your book?
Learn about these exciting developments as well as new
publishing opportunities.
There will be drawings for those in attendance. Win a free
30-second book video or a free author interview podcast.
The workshop will be conducted by Mekenna Minero and
Linda Roybal, owners of Subzero Media Productions, LLC.
They will also preview their new book on marketing
websites.
Tuesday, October 16, 7 to 9 p.m.

The Natural Rules of Writing
So someone has written a book. Their neighbors love it
and so do their kids. Don’t laugh! People come to my
classes only to find an agent. They know they are going to
make it big! They already know how to write--or so they
think. So where do they go from here? I know the answer
but it is a secret. If you really want to know, come to this
meeting. I will explain in unadorned facts, and include a
generous sprinkling of the natural rules of writing for
children.
Elsie Karr Kreischer is one of SWW’s five founding
members. She has taught in the Enrichment Program at
UNM Continuing Education the past 22 years, and
authored three award-winning books with several more
at the publisher being considered.

D

onations of refreshments at regular SWW
meetings are gratefully accepted! Please
consider providing this tasty service.
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The 2007 SWW Service Awards for going beyond the call were presented at the Annual Banquet.
Recipients included David J. Corwell, Lee Ross (unable to be there, award held by presenter
Sandy Schairer), Patricia Montgomery, Ron Schultz and Larry Greenly (left to right).
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SWW Events & Workshops
Program Location: New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque

Saturday, November 3, 10:00 a.m. to noon

Sense of Place:
Creating Unforgettable Settings
Carolee Dean, award-winning young adult author, will
discuss how to use setting to establish the mood of
your story, reflect your characters’ internal state,
resonate your theme and leave your readers breathless.
THE NEW ADVOCATE, which reviews Young Adult Literature on the Cutting Edge, had this to say about Carolee
Dean’s debut novel COMFORT, “... reminiscent of the best
of S.E. Hinton’s work. Dean’s portrait of Mama... is as
horrific as any in adolescent literature, and bears comparison to many great tragic women in literature and drama.”
Dean received a degree in music therapy from West Texas
A & M in Canyon, Texas, and a Master of Science degree
in Communicative Disorders from the University of New
Mexico. She currently lives in Albuquerque with her
husband and children where she works as a novelist and
speech language pathologist.

Saturday, November 3, 1 to 4:00 p.m.
$20 for members, $30 for non members
No registration. Pay at the door.

SWW Poetry Workshop:
Five Easy Pieces
Five prominent New Mexico poet-educators will each
present a favorite poetry writing exercise. Participants will
have the opportunity to write at least five poems.
Billy Brown is organizing the workshop and will moderate. Billy, a SWW member, began writing poetry shortly
after the death of his daughter in 1996. His poetry is widely
published in New Mexico and beyond. He has served as
a local poetry contest critiquer and judge.

Tuesday November 20, 7 to 9 p.m.

Microsoft Word 4 Writers
Computers don’t do what you want them to; they do
what you tell them to. The word processor of choice by
professionals, ironically, Microsoft® Word does everything but type and supply the words—which means, of
course, that you enter the words and everything else
through its interface or command structure. Not the
most user-friendly thing around. Based on Word 2003
(though it applies to most versions except Word 2007)
Peggy Herrington will start with an overview of
document formatting and discuss creating anxietysaving templates for books and articles.
Return to dialog and plot structure rather than worrying
over Word issues with hands-on techniques, advice and
hand-outs from a long-time Word user.

These smiling folks attended the SWW
September Workshop taught by Chris Eboch
(seated), author of numerous children’s
magazine articles and nine books. Is that a
happy bunch or what?

SWW programs are rarely cancelled,
but it is possible depending on the
weather. If you have doubts about a
program taking place or about the
time or topic, simply call the SWW
office (505) 265-9485 during business
hours, M-F, 9am- noon.

Peggy Herrington brings years of experience with
Word, having worked for
Microsoft from 1996 to
2001. A former technology
journalist, she is editor of
SWW Sage and Friends of
the Rio Grande Nature
Center’s newsletter, Bosque
Tracks. Peggy offers writing,
editing, coaching, and Web
services at pegboard.com.
She is writing two books,
fiction and nonfiction,
and is active in
SouthWest Writers
where she serves
on the Board of
Directors.
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Why You Need a Professional Editor
by Victory Crayne

Y

ou pour your heart and soul into writing a novel.
You believe in it. But why can’t you get an agent or
publisher to help you? And if you chose selfpublishing, why can’t you sell more copies? You know
you enjoyed writing it. Why aren’t others interested in
reading and enjoying it? You’ve read that the odds are
long and that persistence is the key to your writing
success. But darn it, why aren’t more people interested?!
The reason could be staring you in the face. Maybe, just
maybe, your novel needs some professional help.
Those who self-publish desperately seek a solution and
may think it lies in paying for a publicist or marketing.
But the main reason a book fails to sell to an agent,
publisher, or buyers is that the story is weak and/or
poorly told.
Hundreds of thousands of people are writing novels
these days. Almost all start with what they think is an
interesting concept. They spend months, sometimes
years, writing. To finish, they cling to the daydream of
becoming a highly successful author. They imagine their
book in the major bookstores and picture themselves
autographing copies for smiling buyers.
You hold on to your dream while you finish your story.
You write a query letter and synopsis and send off
dozens of letters.
Then reality sets in. Nobody seems to want it. You even
give copies to friends and ask them to read it. But they
tell you the next day it was “interesting” but not the kind
of book they like. Do you give talks and book signings,
but end up taking most of your books home? Again?
This is not turning out to be like your dream, is it?
Instead of trying harder with the same manuscript, how
about getting a professional editor to look at it? Learn
why you are having so much trouble selling it. You may
need two types of editing.

Your brother-in-law may
not be the best choice.
Copy Editing
Copy editing marks or fixes spelling, grammar,
punctuation, excessive use of adverbs and adjectives,
weak or wrong word choice, typos, etc. In other words,
the “English” of your writing.
For this, you can use someone who has a keen eye for
English, such as a college graduate in English or
literature, a journalist, or an editor of a magazine,
newspaper, publishing company, etc. It is better if you
can use someone with experience in copy editing and
who understands the rules of English writing that the
publishing industry follows. Your brother-in-law may not
be the best choice.
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Developmental (or “Content”) Editing
This type of editing focuses on the story and how you
wrote it. This is what you may need the most. Developmental or content editing will point out such things as:
• Slow start of your story
• Lack of tension and conflict
• Too much or too little description of settings/scenes
• Weak characterization of the main characters
• Telling of emotions/descriptions instead of showing
• Lack of emotion
• Point of view errors (“head hopping”)
• Excessive number of characters
• Credibility of your dialogue
• Whether you’ve used a strong author’s voice
• Is your protagonist compelling?
• Is your antagonist credible and strong enough for

tension?
• And much more.

In addition—and most important—is feedback on your
plot.
• Is it compelling?
• Does it grab and hold readers?
• Do you have too many or too few subplots?
• Do the stakes increase and culminate in a tense crisis

and resolution that satisfies the reader?
• Or is the ending predictable?
• Do some chapters and scenes slow the story down?
• Is your protagonist compelling?
• Is your antagonist credible, strong, and likely to beat
your protagonist so the reader experiences tension until
the resolution?
• Is your story a page-turner or a put-downer?
Have you written a story that best allows your reader to
enjoy escaping from his/her own world? That’s the main
reason people buy novels, isn’t it? It may have been
exciting to you to write it, but is it exciting to read? You
may have described everything in your head, but did you
write it so your reader can see the same things? And get
excited about them?
A good professional editor can help you see weaknesses
in your story and its writing and can help you improve
them. Sometimes it is even better to learn that your first
novel cannot be rescued and you’d be better off working
on another one.
Why beat yourself up with your lack of success?
Learn what you did wrong or weakly and how
to do a better job. Hire a good professional
editor.
Victory Crayne is an
independent professional
fiction editor and writing
coach/mentor. Visit her website
at www.crayne.com for the
answers to many of your questions.
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Make Your Book Signing a Sell Out!
by Judy Azar LeBlanc

E

veryone loves a successful book signing! When I had
my very first book signing it was a total flop! Well,
maybe not totally, the book store did order six books
and I did sell two of them. But success comes after failure
only if you try again.
So what went wrong? I asked myself. Several things. First,
I didn’t invite anyone to the book signing; I didn’t have
any promotional material with me; I barely spoke to the
customers because I foolishly thought they would all run
up to my table to see what the book and author were all
about, and the worst thing I did, was to stay sitting
behind that little table for the whole two hours! Wrong!
Today, because of that failure, I have not had a book
signing anywhere that has not been a complete sell-out.
So, how did I go from being a complete flop to a complete
success?
Here’s how: I live in Arizona where the Barnes and Noble
Bookstores are independently run, whereas Borders
Bookstores are centralized. That means that each Barnes
and Noble decides independently on who, what, when,
where and if they will authorize book signings. In this
case, it is important to get to know each store and its
manager. Establish a rapport with him or her, and give a
little background about yourself and your book. Don’t be
afraid to ask if you can have a book signing at their store,
or to emphasize the fact that you are a local author.
Because Borders Bookstores are centralized, that means
that the Regional Manager decides on all book signings
for all stores. Here is where you really want to establish a
rapport. I made it a point to do so with our Regional
Manager and she willingly books me at any of the Borders
I want. One consideration in choosing a store is demographics. Apparently, each bookstore sells a particular
type of genre more than others. For example, where I live,
the community is family-oriented, so books on fantasy,
child-rearing, and children’s books are hot items. A few
miles further south, there is a university town... and
believe it or not, romance books are a hot item there!
Although The Regional Manager books all signings for all
the stores, each Borders handles the mechanics independently. If you know the store and its manager that means
they give you a better location, more traffic gets directed
to you, and more loudspeaker announcements are made
about you.
Next, prepare... prepare... prepare. I can’t say enough
about this. We are published authors, which connotes
professionals. Prepare for your book signing just as a
professional would:
Always check with the store before contacting any media.
It has been my experience that they do a great job with
the media and advertisements. If you want to send a press
release to a local paper, ask them whom to contact. They

will tell you that they are going to do it.
Make and give invitations to your friends, family,
acquaintances, and e-mail everyone you know. I give
them to my dentist, doctor, people I know at the local
grocery store, and people I know at church.
Display a framed 8x11 or 11x17 picture of your cover on
an easel.
Prepare flyers; not just black and white blurbs about
your book, but jazz it up and make it look professional.
Include a short eye-catching blurb about your book, a
list of one liner endorsements, a short bio about yourself and the availability of your book. Put your web page
on every piece of paper.

Always give a bookmark
with every book you sign.
Fill a candy dish at your table. However, always ask the
store manager if it is all right. This is important because
some managers don’t like food in their store. I’ve never
been turned down; however, I always buy individually
wrapped mints.
People love freebies. Here is what I take to signings:
1. Framed Book Cover on a stand.
2. A transparent bookstand for your books. They show
better there as opposed to books lying on the table.
3. Postcards to hand out—with your book cover and a
short blurb, availability and web page.
4. Flyers printed on colored stock so that they stand out.
Ask the store manager if you can put a few up on their
windows. I’ve never been turned down. After all, they
want to sell books too.
5. Brochures. This is up to you. I have brochures with
me, but I don’t put them out because of the expense.
Every now and then I run into a librarian or a school
book buyer and give one to them.
6. Business Cards. Put them in a nice business card
holder next to your book cover and make sure your
cards list your web page.
7. Pens with your book title and web page printed on
them. This tip I picked up at a book conference. When a
customer buys my book, I sign it with one of my pens
and then I give them the pen along with the book.
8. Bookmarks are a must. Every book should include
one. Have them made with a small picture of your book
cover, and list short two or three word endorsements
and your web page.
9. A tablecloth. It has been my experience that some
book stores set the table with a cloth and some
don’t. I always carry one just in case.
Continued on Page 12
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Book Signing Sell Out

The Costume Party

Continued from Page 11

This may seem like a lot but believe me, when it is laid
out on the table, it isn’t much. Keep in mind we are
professionals, so everything you do, think like a
professional.
Last but certainly not least: Never sit at your table.
Don’t be shy; greet the customers as they walk by, smile,
introduce yourself, hand them a flyer, and tell them that
you are a local author who is having a book signing
today on behalf of (name of bookstore). Tell them a little
about your book.
If you are like me, book signings are a lot of work but
they are also a lot of fun. You meet interesting people,
and even if they don’t buy your book, they walk away
with a flyer or a postcard that they will read and check
your web page.
More importantly, when you are done, always thank the
store manager and the staff who participated in your
book signing. Never leave without a thank you and a
hand shake.
Since I have practiced this, I have been invited back
several times to most of the bookstores in my area, and
now they order a minimum of about 25 books. I always
sell-out! Good Luck and Happy Book Signing.
Copyright © 2007 Judy Azar LeBlanc
Judy Azar LeBlanc was born in Raton, NM, was raised
and educated in Albuquerque, and is an Honored
Member of the Cambridge Who’s Who, Toastmasters
International, and the Arizona Author’s Association. An
award-winning author, her fourth and favorite title is
Many Faces to Many Places. LeBlanc is internationally
published in the FONATUR Tourist Magazine, sponsored
by the federal government of Mexico. Visit her website
at www.manyfacestomanyplaces.com.

A

couple was invited to a swanky masked Halloween
Party. She got a terrible headache and told her
husband to go to the party alone. He, being a
devoted husband, protested, but she argued and said she
was going to take some aspirin and go to bed, and there
was no need of his good time being spoiled by not going.
So he took his costume and away he went.
The wife, after sleeping soundly for one hour, awakened
without pain, and as it was still early, she decided to go to
the party. Inasmuch as her husband did not know what
her costume was, she thought she would have some fun
by seeing how he acted when she was not with him.
She joined the party and soon spotted her husband
cavorting around on the dance floor with every nice
chick he could, copping a little feel here and a little kiss
there. She sidled up to him and being a rather seductive
babe herself, he left his partner high and dry and devoted
his time to the new stuff that had just arrived.
She let him go as far as he wished, naturally, since he was
her husband. Finally he whispered a little proposition in
her ear and she agreed, so off they went to one of the cars
and had a little bang.
Just before unmasking at midnight, she slipped away and
went home, put the costume away and got into bed, wondering what explanation he would make for his behavior.
She was sitting up reading when he came in and asked
what kind of a time he had. He said, “Oh, the same old
thing. You know I never have a good time when you’re not
there.”
Then she asked, “Did you dance much?”
He replied, “I’ll tell you, I never even danced one dance.
When I got there, I met Pete, Bill Brown and some other
guys, so we went into the den and played poker all
evening. But I’ll tell you... the guy I loaned my costume to
sure had a real good time!”

For information about benefits
for SWW members contact:
Cheri Eicher

INDEPENDENT
MEANS
Group Benefits
(505) 890-0358
(800) 883-4310
Independentmeans@comcast.net
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Jonathan Miller is shown here delighting members and
guests at SWW’s Saturday meeting in September.
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Minding Finances for Writers: Minding Copyrights
by Sherri Burr

M

inding finances for writers begins with caring for copyrights, a legal term that essentially means the right to
make copies and control other people making copies of your work. Once a writer finishes
a novel or non-fictionbook, the material is automatically copyrighted. You need only finish
the work and fix it in a tangible means of expression, such as on paper or saved on the hard drive of
a computer.
Tip 1: No More “Poor Man’s Copyright”
Decades ago, writers perfected their copyrights by mailing manuscripts to themselves in an
envelope. They saved the sealed envelope with its cancelled postage as proof of the date the
manuscript was in existence. The theory was that if there was ever a question about when the
writer finished her work, she could produce the envelope as evidence. When Congress changed the
U.S. copyright laws in 1976, it preempted common law or poor man’s copyright and eliminated
state laws that supplemented the federal rules.
Tip 2: Copyright Notice and Registration
Currently, to indicate notice of copyright, the writer simply places the following on the work “Copyright (c) 2007 by Writer.”
To register a book, for example, the author or his publisher fills out the appropriate form TX, available on the Internet at
www.loc.gov/copyright, and sends in the form accompanied by the two copies of the best edition of the work and the
appropriate fee ($45) to Library of Congress, Copyright Office, 101 Independence Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 205596000.
In 1989, Congress further amended U.S. copyright laws to harmonize them with other countries that had less strict
requirements to achieve protection. For example, it eliminated the requirement that the writer place copyright notice on
and register the work to avoid losing protection.
Tip 3: Incentives to Register
Although the writer no longer has to place the notice on or register their work, the law provides incentives if registration
with notice indicated on the work takes place within three months of publication. If the writer were to sue claiming that
someone stole her work, she could have the option of electing statutory damages if the actual harm was low. There was a
cookbook infringement case, for example, where the actual damages were less than $20 but the available statutory
damages approached $100,000.
Professor Sherri Burr has taught copyright law, art law, entertainment law, and intellectual property law at the University of New
Thus, writers should send out their work with notice so
Mexico for almost two decades. She is the author of six books, four of
no one can innocently claim that they did not know it was
protected by copyright. Registering the work protects options. which relate to art law and entertainment law.

Markets: Add Humor to Novels and Nonfiction Books
by Eileen Stanton

E

ditors and agents like to see humor in the books
they handle. Here are some rules:

• Tragedy has serious and logical
consequences: Cause & Effect.
Comedy usually doesn’t.
• We laugh at what we find strange,
unusual, and illogical.
• Surprise yourself by using
unpredictability: We laugh at what
surprises us.
• Develop a comic point of view.
Life is funny, as well as tragic.
• Use incongruity. Wit is the
unexpected copulation of ideas.
• The reader must be surprised by an unexpected––even
an unlikely--connection, and an inappropriate role
performance or bizarre viewpoint.
• Irony exposes the incongruities of life

Comic Principles
In his famous essay, “Laughter,” Henri Bergson defined
some of the basic principles of comedy:
• Repetition––the act or process of repeating or
duplicating something again and again.
• Inversion––the order, arrangement or position of
something is reversed.
• Reciprocal Interference of Series; the act or process of
saying or writing something again and again.
• Snowballing––A cumulative action that gets stronger,
bigger and heavier.
• Transposition––a reversal or alteration of the positions
of words or actions, or settings.
Award-winning Eileen Stanton is an author, co-founder and past
president of SWW, and long-time teacher at three universities,
including UNM. Having honed her interviewing talents over 15
years on the radio and in thousands of articles, Eileen brings this
expertise to the Sage Markets column each month. Contact her at
estanton@cableone.net.
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SWW International
Monthly Writing Competition

SouthWest Sage

October Contest

C

ongratulations to the winners of the June 2007
SWW International Monthly Writing Competition:
Flash Fiction.
1st Prize: Carol Riley, Albuquerque, NM for
“Audition”
2nd Prize: Connie Stevens, Albuquerque,
NM for “The Lovers and the Fool”
3rd Prize: Audrey Hansen, Albuquerque,
NM for “He Who Hesitates...”

Honorable Mentions:
Barbara Duchek, Carrizozo, NM for “Holly Hills”
Susan J. Alexis, Albuquerque, NM for “The Box”
Stanley R. Euston, Albuquerque, NM for “The Fires of
Autumn”
The judge says: Stories should always be proofread,
paying particular attention to typos, misspelled words
and grammar.



Critique Groups

Fall Memoir
Write a personal memoir concerning back-to-school
days at end of summer, attending a fair or carnival in
the fall, or a Halloween incident. Get those sensory
details in your prose and grab the reader. Note word
count on first page: 1,000 word limit. Postmark deadline: Wednesday, October 31, 2007.
Instructions
• Open to any writer in the world.
• Original, unpublished work only.
• No cover sheets.
• Print the following on first page: Name; Address; Phone;
E-mail (if any); Category Name.
• Manuscripts prepared in standard format: 1" margins,
double-spaced unless otherwise specified.
• Entries are not returned, so no need for an SASE.
• $5 entry fee for SWW members; $10 non-members.
• You may enter more than once, but an entry fee
must accompany each entry.
• Decisions of the judges are final.
• Prizes: $50 1st Prize; $30 2nd Prize; $20 3rd Prize
and certificates.
• Mail entries to:
SWW Monthly Writing Competition
3721 Morris St NE, Ste A
Albuquerque, NM 87111
(Print category name under your return address)

Submit your requests to SWWriters@juno.com.
Groups Seeking
Members
Any Genre
First and third Wed. each month
5:30pm at the Moriarty Library
Tina Ortega 505-832-2513
Any Genre, Rio Rancho:
Alice Harpley and Bob Harpley
505-867-1408
riversedgebob@cableone.net
riograndema@cableone.net
Land of Enchantment
Romance Authors:
Meets the second Saturday of each
month at noon. Potential members:
attend three meetings to try it out.
leranm.com
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The Screaming Ninja
Screenwriters:
Meets every other Thursday,
Flying Star on 7th and Silver.
Marc Calderwood
505-897-6474
skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com

All Facets of Writing
Tuesdays 3-5 p.m.
Northeast Albuquerque
Leave message for
Len Hecht 977-3178

Wanting to Start Groups/
Looking for a Group
Memoirs, Santa Fe
Leona Stucky-Abbott
505-820-2433
Any Genre, Albuquerque:
Meet every other Friday
NE Heights
Krys Douglas
505-830-3015
Any Genre, Las Cruces:
Barbara Villemez
505-522-5734
Poetry:
Billy Brown 505-401-8139,
welbert53@aol.com

SouthWest Sage
Advertising Rates
Worldwide Circulation
on the Internet
The SWW website receives hundreds of
thousands of page requests every month.

Business card size: $16
1/8 page: $24
1/4 page: $36
1/3 page: $45
1/2 page: $75
Full page: $100
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 1st of each month for the
following month. Payment due with
camera-ready ad copy.

SouthWest Sage

Contests
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T

his information is provided as a convenience. Before entering, be sure to check the listed website information
or write the sponsors to make sure a contest is right for you. And don’t forget to enter SWW’s International
Monthly Contest.

Deadline 10/5/07 (email). Fiction, nonfiction, poetic prose.
Earth Vision Nature Writing Contest theme of nature, deep
ecology or spiritual ecology. Entry fee$12. Prizes: $600, $100.
Submission guidelinesat: www.evbooks.net/contest.htm.

stories up to 750 words. Awards: $100, $75, $50 and publication. Entry fee: $7 per story; 3 for $20. Deadline: October
31, 2007. Submission guidelines and information at: PO
Box 65, Warren, RI 02885; newportreview.org/blog/or
edit@newportreview.org.
Deadline 10/31/07 (received by mail). Scripts/
Screenplays. Mildred and Albert Panowski Playwriting
Award at North Michigan University. No Entry Fee. Prize
$2000 and pro-duction. Open to all. No musicals or one-act
plays. Any theme or genre. Submission guidelines and
information at: www.nmu.edu/theatre/award2.html.
Deadline 10/31/07 (postmark). Poetry. Living Spirit Magazine Poetry Contest. Entry Fee: $12. Prize: $5000. Contest
is open to all unpublished poets, regardless of experience or
requirements. Entriesjudged on the basis of originality,
creative imagination, characterization, artistic quality, and
the adherence to line limits. Guidelines and info:
www.livingspiritmagazine.com or
lamont@livingspiritmagazine.com.

Deadline: 10/12/07. Fiction, Poetry. TWO LINES Annual
anthology of international writing. Prize: $35 plus a copy of
The Journal. Original translations into English of writing
from any genre including fiction, poetry, drama, reportage,
proverbs, song lyrics, diaries, oral histories, case studies,
essays, short articles concerning the translation process will
be considered. Translations from any language. Especially
sought are works in new genres and rarer languages. We
encourage submissions of writing from no-European
authors. Previously unpublished work. Submission guidelines/information at: www.catranslation.org/about.html.

Deadline 11/12/07 (in person). Play. The Chameleon
Theatre Circle 9th annual New Play Contest. No Entry
Fee. Various cash prizes and readings. All submissions
must be original works that have not been produced.
The company is accepting 10-minute plays, one-acts and
full-length features, including musicals. Submit three
copies of the script along with a copy of our entry form.
Submission guidelines and information at:
www.seetheatre.org/newplay/index.html or e-mail
gary@seetheatre.org.

Deadline 10/15/07 (postmark). Fiction. Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley Award for Imaginative Fiction. Entry Fee $10.
Prize: $1000, $100 for runner-ups; publication in Rosebud.
Original works of fantasy, sci-fi, mystery and horror are
welcome, but we are open to any short fiction (preferably
2000 to 4500 words) that reaches beyond those genres, takes
creative risks and tells a good story. Submission guidelines
and info at www.rsbd.net, jrodclark@smallbytes.net.
Deadline 10/29/07 (postmark). Poetry. Tennessee State
Poetry League. Entry Fee: $10. Prize: $1000. Poetical Award.
We seek every type of poetical literature. View website before
submitting. Submission guidelines and information at:
www.ttspl.org.
Deadline 10/31/07 (postmark). Short Story. Kore Press
Short Fiction Award. Entry Fee: $15, Prize: $1000 plus chapbook publication. Open to any woman writing in English,
regardless of nationality. Submit one copy of a previously
unpublished short story, Minimum of 3,000 words, maximum of 8,000. Guidelines and info at: www.korepress.org.
Deadline 10/31/07 (postmark). Flash fiction. Newport
Review Third Annual Flash Fiction Contest for short-short
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SouthWest Writers is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to encouraging and supporting all people
to express themselves through the written word.

SouthWest Sage
SouthWest Writers
3721 Morris NE
Albuquerque NM 87111
www.southwestwriters.org
SWWriters@juno.com

Label shows your SWW Membership expiration date.
Renew promptly to retain your membership benefits.

Almost like being there: Inside you’ll find reports
and photos from the SWW Annual Banquet held
at the Marriott Hotel in September celebrating
winners of the 2007 Writing Contest.
Meet Scott Micheel, talented recipient of the 2007
Storyteller Award, and read the poem written
especially for the awards ceremony by emcee
John Candelaria.

