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Good Books are Still Selling
By Bob Gassaway
Keeping an eye on the publishing industry from New Mexico
is difficult, but recent e-mails from a New York agent and a
Boston writer tell me that a good book can still find a market, even in a recession.
My reading of magazines and Web sites devoted to the writing business suggests publishers in all fields are buying
fewer books this year because of the recession. In addition,
they are reducing the size of advances and restructuring
royalties somewhat to have writers take more of the risk on
books.
By e-mail, I asked literary agent Richard Henshaw, who runs
the agency Richard Henshaw Group, about what I was reading. Henshaw said, "I've seen a bit of what you describe in
the market."
Then he added the good news: "Every project is different
and the very best seem to be holding their own. As is the
case in just about every genre, the bar is set a bit higher and
everyone is a bit more risk adverse so it follows that there is
more downward pressure on advances and good, but not
special, mysteries are having a tougher time finding a slot. I
have not seen any reduction in royalty rates or other terms
but my perspective is limited."
I also posed my question to Hallie Ephron, a writer in Boston. She responded while on tour to promote her latest
book, a mystery called Never Tell a Lie.
Ephron and a Boston psychologist have co-written five mystery novels under the penname G.H. Ephron, and Hallie has
written a mystery and two non-fiction books under her own
name. In addition, she is the prize-winning crime fiction
reviewer for the Boston Globe.
Hallie Ephron offered an upbeat response: "Books that are
fresh, break with people's expectations and are well written fortunately still rise to the top. Spencer Quinn's Dog On
It and Alan Bradley's The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie
are great examples. Cozies aren't dead. And slam bam action/thrillers aren't taking over the world. People buy
books by authors who are known quantities (Lee Child, Michael Connelly, Clive Cussler, Dean Koontz, Jodi Picoult, Jef-

frey Deaver, Charlaine Harris, David Baldacci) and some of
them still write good books."
Then Ephron offered a broader perspective: "I think right
now people are looking to be entertained. No big surprise.
That's what happens in economic downturns. Vampires
should have died long ago and have yet to be put out of their
misery."
I found the responses from Henshaw and Ephron very encouraging, so I'm still writing.
Bob Gassaway has been a news reporter and editor, a journalism
professor and a sociologist. He has interviewed people ranging from
astronauts and famous entertainers to murderers and thieves and
drug dealers. Now he writes mystery novels.

Contest Winners To Be Announced
at Annual Banquet September 19
SouthWest Writers annual awards banquet will be held September 19 at Marriott Albuquerque, 2101 Louisiana NE
(Just North of I-40) at 1 p.m. Annual contest winners and
winners of the Parris Award and Service Awards will be
announced at the banquet. All members are invited to attend. See page 11 for the registration form for the banquet.
Winners of the SWW Annual Contest will be notified individually by mid-August. The results in all categories will be
posted on the SWW website at www.southwestwriters.com
by the second or third week in August. The winners will not
be told whether they took first, second or third place until
the banquet on September 19, 2009. The overall winner,
the Storyteller Award, will be announced at the banquet.

In Search of 2010 Contest Chair
Interested?
Contact Rob Spiegel at robspiegel@comcast.net
or
Melody Groves at melodygroves@comcast.net
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Don’t Quit
“A professional writer is an amateur who didn’t quit.” – Richard Bach, author
of Jonathan Livingston Seagull
Probably the most important thing you can do on your way to writing success is to simply keep writing. You can read a zillion books on writing, read a
ga-zillion books in your genre – you can attend every workshop, class and
conference – but the most important thing you can do to improve your writing, to get published, is just to keep writing.
At some point, the activity of writing itself will become your teacher. After
you’ve read all the books and attended all of the workshops, writing itself
will teach you how to write. Some contend that the most powerful aspect of
creative writing classes is they prod students into writing. And by writing
repeatedly, students improve.

Rob Speigel

If you quit writing I can promise what will happen – you won’t improve, you
won’t get published. If you write daily I can also promise what will happen –
your writing will improve. If you write daily, you’ll develop a feel for words,
and a good feel for words is most of what writing is all about.
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates
Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives hundreds
of thousands of page requests every month.
Business card size: $16
1/8 page: $24
1/4 page: $36
1/3 page: $45
1/2 page: $75
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 1st of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Ron Harrison
Bill Young
Nancy Coggeshall
Gloria Cruz
William Silverman
Patricia Moorman

Gwen Franco
Jeannie Bauder
Doug Elerath
Dave Poyer
Charles J. Coffey
Rebecca Larivee

Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers
Individual: $60 ($100 for 2 years), Two people $50 each,
Student over 18: $40, Under 18: $25
Requires proof of student status
Outside U. S.: $65, Lifetime Membership: $750
Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com
Join us first Saturday: 10 AM-Noon: Third Tuesday: 7-9 PM
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE,
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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SWW Officer Elections to Be Held October 3
The nominating committee has chosen the following candidates for officers for 2010:
Melody Groves, President; Robert Spiegel, Vice President; Larry Greenly, Secretary.
Write-in votes will also be accepted at the meeting on October 3. The nomination of
a candidate for position of Treasurer is still open. Interested parties should contact
the chair of the nominating committee Gary Ness at ness66@comcast.net or Rob
Spiegel at robspiegel@comcast.net.

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of
SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt
501(c)(3) organization.
Subscription is a benefit of membership.

President Rob Spiegel
robspiegel@comcast.net
Vice-President Larry Greenly
SWWriters@juno.com
Secretary/Parliamentarian Keith Pyeatt
keithpyeatt@comcast.net
Treasurer Harold Burnett
swwhmb@aol.com
Conference Chair Sandra Toro
storo32567@aol.com
Writers Contest Chair
Kathleen Hessler swwriters@juno.com
Critique Service Edith Greenly
SWWriters@juno.com
Speakers Rob Spiegel
robspiegel@comcast.net
Membership Jeanne Shannon
JSPOETRY@aol.com
Public Relations Melody Groves
MelodyGroves@comcast.net
Class Coordinator Dianne Layden
dlayden@earthlink.net
SWW Sage Editor Ruth Friesen
ruthsww@comcast.net
Workshop Coordinator Gary Ness
ness66@comcast.net
Volunteer Coordinator Bob Gassaway
bgassaway@gmail.com
Historian Peggy Herrington
peg@msn.com
E-lert Mistress Gail Rubin
grpr@flash.net
SWW Office:
3721 Morris St. NE, Suite A
Albuquerque, NM 87111
phone: (505) 265-9485
e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.org
Articles are copyright © 2009 by author.
Facts, views and opinions expressed are
those of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest Writers. SWW does not necessarily
endorse the advertisers.

Mail-in votes and email votes will be accepted and must be received at the SWW office by noon on October 2.
An SWW member for ten years, Melody Groves has been the
public relations chair for four of those years. A native New Mexican, born and raised in Las Cruces, she uses the West as the focus
of her two non-fiction books and four novels. She also writes for
New Mexico Magazine and True West, and critiques and reviews
manuscripts and books for UNM Press and individuals. Her
awards include the SWW 2008 Parris Award, the 2008 New Mexico Book Award for Historical Fiction Novel (Arizona War), an
SWW writing contest first-place win for magazine articles, and a
first-place win for fiction in a Deming city writing contest.
Groves’ vision for SouthWest Writers is one of growth, not only in terms of members,
but also in terms of reaching out to other writing organizations. Publishing is a tough
business, and she firmly believes that writers should help each other whenever possible. She’d like to do this through more joint meetings with local groups, and a connection with others’ newsletters and/or websites. She’d also encourage additional
class offerings with a wider diversity of subjects. Groves sees her role as president as
the leader of a “team effort” to keep SWW the powerhouse that it has become.
She is active in Western Writers of America, a group of professional writers who focus on the American West. Through those contacts, she’s able to bring other points of
view back to SWW. Known as “Mad Mel,” Groves is also a member of the New Mexico
Gunfighter Association. It performs comedic Old West skits in Old Town every Sunday afternoon (March-November). Although she brandishes her single-action six-gun
against the sheriff or bad guys there, she promises not to wield it at SWW meetings.
Among other things, Robert Spiegel is a magazine editor and book author. He has
published thousands of magazine articles, scores of poems, dozens of short stories
and many books, all with national publishers. For 10 years he
owned the magazine Chile Pepper and a book publishing company. He is the current president of SouthWest Writers.
Larry W. Greenly, current SWW vice president, has been a member since 1992, and has held every position on the board except
treasurer. Greenly is a recipient of the Parris Award and SWW
Service Awards and is the SWW office coordinator. He has published hundreds of magazine articles and has
recently won state and national awards as an
editor. Greenly has been instrumental in improving the financial status of SWW.
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Revising Fiction: You Can’t Say That Again
by Kirt Hickman
Repeated Elements:
Repeated elements are any aspect of your story, particularly
an emotion or bit of characterization, that you've shown in
more than one way. Your reader needs to be told things
only once, or better yet, never told and shown only once.
Can you spot the repeated element in the following passage
from an early draft of my science fiction novel Worlds Asunder?
There was a loud shuffling as the twenty or so
crewmen rose and filed
out of the briefing room to
congregate in the hall. The
men and three women of
the covert space plane project gathered to speculate
among themselves about
what it all meant. Bill
looked for Ted Branson,
the mission specialist of
one of the teams that hadn't been assigned to the
mission, and a close friend.
"Ted, let me see your thinpad for a second."
The repeated elements are "congregate in the hall" and
"gathered to speculate." One says where, the other says
why, but both show people standing together. Because the
dialogue that follows this paragraph shows the reason for
their congregation, I removed the second phrase and left the
first:
There was a loud shuffling as twenty-one crewmen rose and filed out of the briefing room to
congregate in the hall. Bill looked for Ted Branson, the mission specialist of one of the standby
teams. "Ted, let me see your thinpad a second."
This example from a fight scene in Worlds Asunder contains
two repeated elements, one in each paragraph:
The whole apartment seemed to be swirling.
Nothing was clear and everything was moving.
Where is he?
Chase heard a sound to his left and spun his head.
For a moment, his vision went black, the swift
movement nearly causing him to lose consciousness.
This revision eliminates the repeats:
The whole apartment seemed to be swirling.
Chase heard a sound to the left and spun his head.

For a moment, his vision went black and the pain
in his skull soared.
Redundant Scenes:
Repeated elements can involve whole scenes. In Worlds
Asunder, I included two scenes in which Chase, an accident
investigator, was forced into a press briefing he wasn’t prepared to give. The first was merely a few quick comments
when Chase returned from a crash site. The second became
a chapter-long press conference. A critiquer rightfully cited
these scenes as repetitive, though one encompassed only a
few paragraphs. To remedy this, I had Chase refuse the initial request to talk to the press. This avoids repetition and
shows a strength of character lacking in the original version.
Showing and Telling:
Often, repeated elements take the form of showing something and then telling it, as in the following passage from a
critique submission (reprinted with the author’s permission):
Jackal let out a derisive snort. "Don't you play
dumb with me, vamp. You killed one of my pack
last night."
So it did have something to do with the guy
Jason had killed.
The second paragraph tells what the first shows. This problem is easy to correct. Keep the words that show and delete
those that tell:
Jackal let out a derisive snort. "Don't you play
dumb with me, vamp. You killed one of my pack
last night."
Repeated Information:
As writers, we tend to repeat information, either because
we've forgotten what we've already said or to remind the
reader of an earlier point. Give the reader some credit. If the
importance of the information was obvious the first time,
he'll remember it. If it wasn't, delete the passage and go
with the second, or the third, etc.
At best, repeats of any kind give the feel of wordiness to
your narrative. At worst, they condescend to the reader.
Have confidence in your ability to show. Show things once
and show them well. The reader will get the point.
Kirt Hickman, author of the 2008 science-fiction conspiracy thriller
Worlds Asunder and the 2009 self-editing guide Revising Fiction
was a technical writer for fourteen years before branching into fiction. His methodical approach to self-editing has helped many make
sense of the mass of advice available to the novice writer. He now
teaches “Revising Fiction” courses through SouthWest Writers.
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Minding Finances: The Athletic Mind-set for Writers
By Sherri Burr
In May 2009, I took a research trip to France that included a
trip to the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros. At the time, I was putting the finishing touches on a
book chapter called “Athletes as Television Celebrities:
Why we watch, How they benefit, Must they be responsible.” I love watching athletes at the top of their game and
feel they have much to teach writers about discipline,
preparation and the head game or mental mind-set of a
champion.
Tip 1: Discipline
Webster’s Dictionary defines discipline as “to train or develop by
instruction and exercise
[especially] in self-control.” Tennis stars Venus and Serena Williams and Raphael Nadal became
stars in their sport because they
trained and developed their talent
and skills to a level of perfection
that permitted them to overwhelm opponents. One of the
challenges is to keep that up after
you have obtained a certain level
of success.
All of these players struggled in their opening rounds as
they faced other individuals who are developing their game,
want to win and have the discipline to practice, practice,
practice. Nadal eventually lost to a Swede named Robin
Soderling who thought of him as just another player and
exploited the fact that Nadal was not disciplined about his
game in the early rounds. The Williams sisters also lost well
before reaching the championship round when they showed
up with limited preparation to play on the red clay of Roland Garros.
Similarly, writers must be disciplined about developing talent and continuing to exploit it. Just as there can be one
grand-slam wonders in tennis, there are a lot of one-book
authors. The trick is to keep plugging away. Authors like
Tony Hillerman did not start out on the best sellers list. Nor
did he write one book and decide to rest on his laurels.
Rather, he loved what he did and kept plugging away. Even
toward the end of his life, Tony was trying out new plot
ideas on friends.
Tip 2: Preparation
Athletes must constantly prepare. They smash balls with
hitting partners before their games, study their opponent’s
game, and make themselves as physically fit as possible to
endure long matches. As writers, we must master our craft.

I recommend attending workshops and classes even when
you considered yourself an accomplished talent. Be open
to learning from different genres. Although I write nonfiction, I once attended an 8-week novel writing class. This
class was helpful when I wrote my memoir Living with New
Nephew.
Tip 3: The Mental Game
While discipline and preparation are important, star athletes must also have their mental game operating at its
peak. The mental game requires belief that you can win and
the ability to calm yourself and keep plugging away when
you don’t win a point or match as quickly as you’d like.
The number-one ranked female tennis player in 2009 has
been Dinara Safina, a lumberjack-looking 23-year-old Russian who has never won a grand slam tennis tournament
despite being in three finals. Physically, Safina looks like
she can overpower any player with her 6’0”, approximately
180-pound frame. Mentally, she becomes a wreck when she
has to play in the finals for a championship. She chastises
herself for missing points. “Why am I such a chicken?” she
openly asked at the French Open championship.
As writers, we cannot afford to be like Safina. There are
enough critics in the world. Rather than become your top
critic, become your most important supportive coach. Tell
yourself that you can write that article or book. If your
dream is to become a published author, then create a business card that says your name followed by the word author.
You have to believe it before you can make it a reality.
The bottom line is that to succeed as a writer requires discipline, preparation and a strong mental game. In other
words, writers can benefit from adopting an athletic mindset.
Sherri Burr is a long-time member of SouthWest Writers and the
author of 11 books. She is a tenured professor at the University
of New Mexico where she teaches Entertainment Law. This column
“Minding Finances for Writers” recently won first place in the New
Mexico Press Women contest for advice columns.

Correction
In the August Sage, Sherri Burr’s column was truncated.
The last sentence should read: If you’re interested in
learning more about BookExpo America and possibly
attending next year, please check out the website
www.bookexpoamerica.com.
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Program Location: New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque

Saturday, September 5
10:00 a.m. to noon

Saturday, October 3
10:00 a.m. to noon

Keith Pyeatt

Steven F. Havill

Small Presses - Are They for You?

Momentum — How to Get It and How to Keep It:
Easy Ways to Avoid the Tarpits of Writing

Do you have a completed, polished novel or non-fiction
book you'd like to have published? It's not always possible,
or desirable, to get a contract with a major publishing
house, especially in this market. Self-publishing isn't for
everyone. Have you considered small presses?
Keith Pyeatt will discuss the different types of small
presses, how to find appropriate ones for your book, what
to look for, what to avoid, and what to expect. Keith has two
novels being published by small presses. He will share experiences that led him to pursue this route to publication
and reveal things he's learned along the way.
For more information about Keith and his novels, visit
www.keithpyeatt.com or www.keithpyeatt.blogspot.com.

Tuesday, September 15
7 to 9 p.m.
Virginia DeBolt
Should You be Using Twitter?

The talk focuses on the “tarpits” that capture writers and
hold fast, ruining any chance of finishing that novel manuscript. Havill offers fundamental tips for keeping momentum high, some of which may surprise you.
Steven F. Havill, in addition to stints as a newspaper reporter, photographer, and editor, has taught for 25 years .
His first novel, The Killer, was published in 1981, followed
by 20 more. His historical/medical adventure Race for the
Dying will be released by St. Martin's Press in October 2009.
Also coming in November 2009 from Poisoned Pen Press is
the thoroughly New Mexican mystery, Red, Green, or Murder.
Havill has offered writing workshops around the Southwest
for many years, including a continuing series of weekly
workshops at the Arthur Johnson Memorial Library in
Raton.
Tuesday, October 20
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Gregory Lay

Learn what Twitter is, how to use it, and the potential value
it might have to advance your writing career. You'll see specific examples of how to sign up and use Twitter. You'll
learn how to find writers and people who share your interests on Twitter, and get tips on how to incorporate Twitter
into your writing and marketing life.
Virginia DeBolt is a former educator who has found a second/third career as a technical writer. Virginia blogs regularly on her own blogs at webteacher.ws and
first50.wordpress.com. She's a contributing editor on technology topics for blogher.com and the Internet expert at
ehow.com. Virginia serves as the TGB Elder Geek for timegoesby.net. She has researched and written about Twitter
for all those web publications.

Read on the church bulletin board:
If you feel unaccepting of someone, it is a sign that
you need to be engaging them with conversation to
learn more about them.

Stand and Deliver:
Overcoming Writer’s Block of the Mouth
To find readers, you must speak as eloquently as you’ve
written. Some writers do all their communication with the
written word – failing to reach potential readers because
they aren’t comfortable speaking about what they’ve written. This program will introduce simple speaking techniques to help you come out from behind your keyboard
and tell the world what’s in your writing.
Gregory Lay has years of platform speaking experience,
including teaching public speaking courses for college students and continuing education for adult learners. He’s presented more than 300 workshops from Washington, DC to
Hawaii , is a qualified professional member of the National
Speakers Association, and past president of the American
Society for Training and Development New Mexico Chapter.
He’s a partner in World Champions’ EDGE , Inc., a company
including World Champion and NSA Hall of Fame speakers
that specializes in coaching top-level executives and competitive speakers world-wide.
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PUTTING THE RIGHT WORDS ON PAPER

WOMEN’S FICTION

Bob Gassaway

Sandra Toro

Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24 and Oct. 1 and 8

Part 1: September 14, 21, and 28, plus October 5

Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at SWW office

Part 2: October 12, 19, and 26, plus November 2

3721 Morris NE (northwest corner of Morris and Comanche)

Cost: $79 for members, $89 for non-members.
Class size limited to 14
To convey your message precisely to readers, you need to
sharpen your language skills, brush up on your punctuation
and choose the storytelling style appropriate to your message and your medium. Bob Gassaway, who has had a career
as a journalist and as a journalism professor, will show you
in a series of six weekly classes how to develop your ideas
and communicate them clearly and precisely to your readers, whether you are writing fiction, non-fiction or memoir.
 Grammar review
 Punctuation review
 Getting words on paper
 Telling a story
 Creating fictional characters
 Writing non-fiction
 Choosing the right words
See www.southwestwriters.com for a more detailed course
outline.
Bob Gassaway, Ph.D., has worked as a writer and editor for
newspapers, magazines and The Associated Press. He is coeditor of a non-fiction book called Dirty Work and is writing
his second mystery novel.

WRITING YOUR OWN BIOGRAPHY

Mondays, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at SWW office
3721 Morris NE (northwest corner of Morris and Comanche)

Cost for EACH part: $65 members; $70 non-members
Limited to 14 persons per session
Men who write women’s fiction are welcome to attend.
The class will address the following sub-genres:
 Domestic realism
 Romantic suspense
 Mysteries/thrillers with female protagonist/heroine
 Family Saga, historical
The first two classes will be lecture and discussion; after
that the first hour will be lecture, followed by critique of
two student works, a half-hour each. Each student’s work
will be critiqued by the instructor as well as by all the other
students. Two novels will be examined extensively: the contemporary/historical now on the best-seller list, Sarah’s Key
by Tatiana De Rosnay and the classic Gone With the Wind by
Margaret Mitchell. Both are available at the library and in
paperback.
Sandra K. Toro is a published novelist with two novels to
her credit: a World War II historical family saga and a contemporary romance. She has recently completed a family
saga set in the 16th Century in Italy. She has taught creative
writing, literature, composition, and business writing at the
University of Nebraska and community colleges in Nebraska. She is the recipient of a Ford Foundation Grant, and
her work has appeared in Redbook, McCalls, the Platte Valley
Review, and Environment.

Melody Groves
October 15 and 22
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at SWW office
3721 Morris NE (northwest corner of Morris and Comanche)

Cost: $29 for members, $39 for non-members.
Class size limited to 14
Why should you write your biography? Now? Because
somebody is going to want it. And you need to be prepared.
They won’t want to wait for you to put it together. Be ahead
of the game.
In this two-week class, we’ll write short, one sentence bios,
then work our way up to 150 words. We’ll talk about what
to include, what should be left out. What’s important, what
isn’t. We’ll look at tailoring your bio to fit the publication.
It’s harder than it looks, but looking professional is the
name of the game.
See page 3 for Melody’s bio.

Are you over 50? You are eligible to attend Larry and Rob’s
writing class at Bear Canyon Senior Center, held every Monday from 2:00—3:15. Join any Senior Center for the grand
annual fee of $13 and the class is free. Bear Canyon is two
blocks north of Montgomery, one block east of Eubank.
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Betsy James
Eight weeks: Oct 14, 21, 28; Nov 4, 11, 18; Dec 2, 9
Wednesday evenings 6:30-9:00pm
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ter, impose limits and offer dynamic opportunities. And POV
is political: in this era of changing worldviews, what is it like
to see through the eyes of the Other—perhaps even a nonhuman Other?
Through short weekly assignments we will write to aspects
of POV, then bring our work into the conversation of critique. Clear, respectful peer critique will be taught and modeled; graduates will be competent to form their own critique group or enrich an existing one. Assignments will be
appropriate to novel or short story, realistic or speculative
fiction, adult or juvenile. Come prepared to work hard.

SouthWest Writers Conference Room
3721 Morris NE, Ste A
(northwest corner of Comanche and Morris).
$150 members, $170 non-members
Class Limited to 10 Students
Before whose eyes—and prejudice, and soul—should a
story unfold? Point-of-view—“POV”—is a powerful tool.
The intimacy of First Person, the disciplined restrictions of
Limited Third, the all-seeing eye of Omniscient—these and
other choices set camera angles, define and deepen charac-

Betsy James is the author of sixteen books for young adults
and children. Her most recent speculative fiction, Listening
at the Gate (Atheneum 2006), is a James Tiptree Award
Honor Book and a New York Public Library Best Book for
the Teen Age. Visit her on the web at www.betsyjames.com.

SWW 2009 Third Quarter Writing Competition
Anything Goes Poetry
Send us your poetry. Any style. Any meter. Any subject. Any spacing. Rhymed or unrhymed. Just fit it on
one page. Contact information may go on either cover page or the page with the poetry. Postmark deadline: Wednesday, September 30. Please note if you grant publication permission. All entries $10. Prizes:
$150/1st prize; $50/2nd prize; $25/3rd prize. Mail entries to SWW Quarterly Contest, 3721 Morris NE,
Albuquerque, 87111.

Workshop
HOW TO SUCCEED WITH MAGAZINES WORKSHOP
Rob Spiegel and Larry Greenly
Saturday, October 17, 9:00 - 4:30 p.m.
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, Albuquerque

Cost: $69 , $119 for nonmembers (includes a one-year
membership). Workshop price includes lunch.
This workshop will look at all aspects of writing for magazines. We will look at how to develop great ideas, write winning queries and draft great articles. We'll also look at the
nuts and bolts of working with magazine editors. The class
will include homework in writing queries, finding markets
and developing article outlines.
Rob Spiegel has 30 years of magazine experience, both
with consumer magazines and trade publications. He has
been senior editor at Ecommerce Business and Electronic

News. He is currently a contributing editor at Design News
and Automation World. He also owned the consumer food
magazine, Chile Pepper, for 10 years. Rob is president of
SouthWest Writers and co-teaches a writing class with
Larry Greenly at Bear Canyon Senior Center. He also teaches
magazine writing part-time at the University of New Mexico.
Larry Greenly’s career as a freelance writer of non-fiction
articles began 20 years ago with a long-running medical
column in an international peer-reviewed professional journal. Since then he has published hundreds of articles on
various topics in magazines and other publications. Greenly
has edited a number of books for other writers and was recently a recipient of state and national editing awards for
his literary page in albuquerqueARTS magazine. Currently,
he's vice president and office manager of SouthWest Writers, and the literary editor of New Mexico Breeze.
Register at an SWW meeting or by calling the SWW office at
265-9485.
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Successes
Barbara DuBois has a new, monthly book-review column,
"Word Has It," in the Socorro Defensor Chieftain.

CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the Second 2009
SWW Quarterly Writing Competition The Best Hook.

Frank Carden's novel, No Life But This, a story of three love
affairs, set in WWII, won first place in the national novel
contest conducted by The Bay Area Writers League of Houston. The first twenty pages will be published in an anthology
and be available online at Amazon. Frank lives in Las Cruces.

1st Prize: Karen S. Elliott, Albuquerque, N.M.,
for "After the July Fourth Picnic"
2nd Prize: Luise Putcamp, Jr., Salt Lake City, Utah, for
"Confessions of a Card-Carrying Cadaver"
3rd Prize: Ira Rimson, Albuquerque, N.M., for "The Head"

Hana Samek Norton, Ph. D., sold The Sixth Surrender, a
medieval historical novel, to Penguin to be published in August 2010.
Jan Fenimore had an article titled, "Lazy Days on Hold"
published in the May Mature Life Magazine section of the
Albuquerque Journal.
Karen McKinnon's book, Set in Motion, has been published
by Jeanne Shannon's Wildflower Press . The book is a memoir in journal entries, letters, and poems. It began with a
"chance" encounter between Karen and Pastor Ian
MacKenzie on a train in Scotland in 1961, in which
MacKenzie posed the question, "What is writing for?"
Karin Bradberry has won 2nd place in the National Federation of State Poetry Society's contest for her poem "The
Undoing" and been awarded honorable mention for
"Chollales," which also appeared in the August issue of The
Rag.
Kirt Hickman announces publication of Revising Fiction:
Making Sense of the Madness, which cuts through the clutter
of advice available to the novice writer and offers an organized, practical approach to self-editing that covers everything from planning your novel, to first draft, through revision, to final submission-quality manuscript. Revising Fiction is available at most SWW meetings, at Amazon.com, or
through your favorite bookstore.
Mark David Gerson hosts a monthly internet radio show,
The Muse & You, that focuses on writing and creativity. It
airs the third Thursday of each month at 11am MT on Blog
Talk Radio as part of the Red River Writers Live network:
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/RedRiverWritersLive. He
was recently interviewed for WGBH radio in Benton Harbor,
Michigan for a series called "Spiritual Expressions." It will
air later this year. Mark David will be repeating his popular
workshop, "Birthing Your Book ... Even If You Don't Know
What It's About," in Sedona, Arizona on Sept. 13.
Ruth Friesen has had two of her poems accepted for market review by Blue Mountain Arts. Her essay “Bears and
Bobcats” will be published in the 2010 Albuquerque Almanac.

Honorable Mentions (alphabetical):
Carole C. Deily, Plano, Texas, for "Victims"
Rita Marie Herther, Albuquerque, N.M.,
for "Walk with a Ghost"
Kate Jordan, Denver, Colo., for "Bloom"
S.L. Allen & D.A. Snyder, Albuquerque, N.M.,
for "Scavenger Hunt"
A.C. Williams, Haven, Kansas,
for "Anyone can Make a Body"
A.C. Williams, Haven, Kansas, for "My Oka was Screaming"
The judges say:
Out of the many entries submitted, the nine above clearly
understood what a hook is--and their accompanying writing
was well done and interesting. As an exercise, pick up several books and read aloud the opening sentences. Not all
books have good hooks, but you'll immediately recognize
those that do.

Websites for Contests
http://www.firstwriter.com/competitions/
http://www.writers-editors.com/Writers/Contests/
contests.htm
http://www.placesforwriters.com/contests/

“Scare the Dickens Out of Us” Contest
The Friends of the Dr. Eugene Clark Library in Lockhart,
Texas invites you to "Scare The Dickens Out of Us" with its
2009 ghost story contest fundraiser. Entry fee is
$20.00. First prize $500.00 and a trophy. Second prize
$250.00. Third prize $150.00. Special Caldwell County, TX.
local prize, $100.00. Deadline October 1, 2009. We want
ghost stories with a character from Charles Dickens works
(any character, any work) and set in the month of December
around any of the December holidays. 4,000 words or
less. All publication rights remain with the author. All genres accepted as long as they are ghost stories with a Dickens
character, etc. See www.clarklibraryfriends.org for complete rules.
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The Big Comedown
Reflections on the passing of JFK
By Gary Logsted
There’s not much left to do but gaze up at the dangle of
brightly painted aircraft swaying softly on a phantom
breeze. A boy’s room can be a monument to flight or science or sports – or, as on this day, a sublime refuge from an
ugly truth. Midst the rush of events the sweet smell of balsa
and Elmer’s glue wafting down from the ceiling is a comforting scent – wholly suited to quell the day.

SouthWest Writers
Statement of Financial Condition
(Balance Sheet)
June 30, 2009
ASSETS
Current Assets:

What does it mean, forever gone – this palpable stoppage?
At 12 the world is crisp and new. Surely we were made to
dance the Twist and dream our dreams of Camelot.

Sandia Credit Union

It was only yesterday while squirming restless at our desks
that the news came down and the world stopped. “The
president’s been shot,” they said, and it swallowed us up.
“Kennedy is dead,” they said, and death’s icy chill coursed
through our innocent bones.

Petty Cash

Teachers don’t cry. That’s a rule. But on that day the rules
were shattered, and Ms. Hanson lost it. Head in hands, sobbing uncontrollably, she searched in vain for how to proceed, what to say, how to direct her puzzled charges. In the
end they sent us away, home to muddle through as best we
could.
Over on the bookshelf a cluster of cylinders stands proud,
each cardboard tube topped by Mercury capsule – pointed
inexorably toward the moon. Our President had deemed it
so. In bold statement and certain terms he’d declared our
task ahead. But who now will see it through? Who now will
guide our skyward path?
From across the hall a muffled mass of music seeps its way
in – ringing away the sacred silence. Apparently sisters
have their own way of coping; her menagerie of pop tunes is
perched high atop her record changer – each vinyl platter
plopping down in its due course. Sinatra sends his “High
Hopes,” Julie Andrews her “Fair Lady.”
Tomorrow we’ll all gather before the Magnavox, grownups
on their sectional, youngsters prostrate on the carpet – all of
us transfixed, wholly intent on the flickering gray images of
an endless procession. We will watch it time and again – for
we need to soak it up, as if somewhere in the clip-clop of the
hooves on pavement will come an answer, a means to purge
our wounds. As if somewhere deep within the dulcet
chords of The Marine Hymn we can find some solace.
And as for my freshly painted aircraft: Perhaps one day
they’ll all come down and out into the yard, where the
world will likely shred their skin and crumple their high
hopes. For their wings are merely tissue paper, their bones
a flimsy balsa – and, it seems, there aren’t enough coats of
bright red paint to protect us from the storm.
Gary won Honorable Mention in SWW’s 2009 1st Quarterly Contest.

$

NM Educators Federal Credit Union
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11,418
102

AG Edwards

51,412

Total Current Assets

$ 77,742

Total Property and Equipment

$

Total Assets

$ 77,742

0

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL
Liabilities:
Unearned/deferred rev. - other

$

654

$

185

Capital:
R/E, Restrict, Scholarships
Unrestricted Retained Earnings

55,893

Current Year Funds Increase

21,010

Total Capital

$ 77,088

Total Liabilities and Capital

$ 77,742

Announcements
Garcia Street Books and Bookworks present Margaret Atwood and Graeme Gibson on Monday November 16 at 7
p.m. at Woodward Hall, UNM, Albuquerque and on Tuesday
November 17 at 7 p.m. at the Lensic Center for Performing
Arts in Santa Fe. The authors will discuss their newly published books, After the Flood and The Bedside Book of Beasts.
For tickets and information call 505-988-9126 ext 1150 or
visit www.wildearthguardians.org.
Scott Edelstein, author of The Complete Writer’s Kit, 100
Things Every Writer Needs to Know, and other books for
writers, offers a free newsletter, published every other
week, filled with tips and insider news to help build and
manage your writing career. For more information, visit
http://helpingwriters.com/.
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Quarterly Contest First Place Winner: The Best Hook
By Karen Elliott
Three days after the July 4th Picnic and Extravaganza, seven
women in various stages of pregnancy woke at midnight.
Without a word to their husbands, boyfriends, or mothers,
they left their homes. They walked as if in a trance to the
boardwalk, down the sand-blasted plank steps to the beach.
They converged at Dark Point, which extended its slender
finger from Shadow Cove.
The women lined up military style, shoulder to shoulder. Carefully, they lowered themselves to sitting positions on cooling sands. The surf curled and slithered at the
break line, tickling bare toes. They spoke no words to each
other, but there was a voice in their heads, urging them
to relax. They were still. And they waited.
On the boardwalk 20 yards back, a figure stood, draped in
dark fabric, his face a mystery of shadows. Passersby would
have missed the figure's presence as he stood still as stone.

The figure's white, brittle hair lay across his back, lifted and
dropped by the ocean's winds.

*

*

*

Rob Keating listened with head phones to the beep-beep of his
metal detector as he swept a small stretch of beach along Dark
Point. He stopped as the beeping demanded his attention. With
his left hand, he pulled a small shovel from his tool belt.
Lowering his bulk slowly on creaking knees, he gently
probed at the place where his metal detector had indicated.
What he found made him lose his breakfast. A grisly pointing
finger wore a diamond- and gore-encrusted ring.

This is Karen Elliott’s first published piece. She previously
won Honorable Mention in the SWW monthly contest for
Christmas Anecdotes.

Join the excitement as we celebrate the WINNERS of SWW’s 2009 Annual
Writing Contest! See who receives the SWW 2009 Storyteller Award from
among first place winners in all 16 categories.

Saturday, September 19, 2009, 1:00 p.m.
Marriott Albuquerque, 2101 Louisiana NE (Just North of I-40)
Reservation deadline: September 1.
Reserve by mailing this form or calling SWW at (505) 265-9485 with your credit card information.
Mail complete form & fee to: SouthWest Writers, 3721 Morris NE Ste A, Albuquerque, NM 87111
Number of Reservations ______
Names: please print ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone where we can reach you ______________________________________________
Method of Payment: $30.00 (including beverage, tax, gratuity) — Payable in advance.
____ Check or Money order (no cash) US $ payable to SouthWest Writers
Charge my ___ Visa ___ Mastercard Exp. Date____________________ Card #_____________________________________Security Code #_______
Signature _______________________________________________________
Entrees: (Check one or indicate number)
_____ Chicken
_____Vegetarian
Need accommodations? Special rates at the Albuquerque Marriott are available.
Call SWW (505) 265-9485 between 9 a.m. and noon weekdays for details.

SouthWest Writers is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to encouraging and supporting all people
to express themselves through the written word.

SouthWest Sage
SouthWest Writers
3721 Morris NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
www.southwestwriters.com
SWWriters@juno.com
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Label shows your SWW Membership expiration date.
Renew promptly to retain your membership benefits.
Wanting to Start Groups/Looking for a Group
Any Genre, Albuquerque NE Heights
Meet every other Friday
Krys Douglas 505-830-3015
Poetry
Billy Brown 505-401-8139
welbert53@aol.com
Nonfiction
Peggy Spencer 505-270-8914
Screenwriting
G. Hathaway 505-249-7957
Nonfiction, Santa Fe
J. James Cunningham
grandpajimsf@peoplepc.com
Nonfiction, Valencia County
Karen Keese 505-261-0040
skywriter@wildblue.net
Children’s Books Santa Fe
ldiemand@cybermesa.com

Fantasy/Sci-Fi
Tramway and Lomas
Abner Perez 505-363-1166
Abnerdontwanna@yahoo.com
Groups Seeking Members
Any Genre
Estancia Valley Writers Group
Moriarty Community Library
2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Tina Ortega 505-832-2513
Any Genre
Albuquerque Press Club
201 Highland Park Cir. SE
Second Tuesdays 7 pm
Samantha 505-401-1561
sclark.abq@earthlink.net
Any Genre, Rio Rancho:
Alice Harpley and Bob Harpley
505-867-1408
riversedgebob@cableone.net
riograndema@cableone.net
Mystery
www.croak-and-dagger.com

Critique Groups
Submit requests to
SWWriters@juno.com
Duke City Screenwriters
Every other Thursday,
Flying Star on 7th and Silver.
Marc Calderwood 505-897-6474
skatingkokopelli@hotmail. com
Land of Enchantment
Romance Authors
Second Saturdays at noon.
leranm.com
Fantasy Writers
Borders Books, ABQ Uptown
Every other Saturday 4 PM
Ron Harrison
harrison653@hotmail.com
Writers to Writers
Hastings Bookstore
Coors and Montano
Second Monday of each month
6:30—7:30 p.m.

