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The Voice of SouthWest WritersThe Voice of SouthWest Writers  

IIt’t’ss  PPooeettrryy  MMoonntthh!!  
Two elements were encompassed 
in the Sage challenge presented at 
the March 1st SWW meeting:  

Poetry by our many talented 
members and  

Insights as to what draws poets 
to poetry 

 In other words, why do poets love 
to write and are there particular 
forms they—or you—love? 

Response was delightful and the 
pages in this issue are adorned 
with colorful, vibrant and heartfelt 
poems and illustrations crafted with 
care. 

Thank you! 

The poetry I like  

 can be free verse or written in a strict form, though I 

tend to prefer free verse 

is lyrical in both senses of that word--that is, 

it's musical and it evokes emotion 

employs unusual or lovely sounding words 

that show the poet's pleasure in the language 

itself, the sounds and textures of words 

appeals to one or more of the five senses; that is, 

it’s rich in imagery 

 contains hints (or more than hints) of the metaphysical, 

the magical or the surreal  

is often a bit mysterious; it may lend itself to multi-

ple interpretations that do not necessarily reveal 

themselves on the first reading 

looks far beyond mundane concerns or self-

absorbed grumbles of the poet, and the first-

person pronouns (I, me, my) are used sparingly 

 My favorite poet is Charles Wright.  Other favorites 

include Ronald Johnson, Jane Kenyon, Cecilia Woloch, 

B. H. Fairchild, Ted Kooser, and Margaret Hoehn. The 

work of Charles Wright and Ronald Johnson opened up 

new poetic worlds for me many years ago. Jane Ken-

yon’s “Let Evening Come” is one of the most moving 

poems I have ever read. Margaret Hoehn’s book The 

Trajectory of Sunflowers is a treasure I discovered re-

cently.  

By Jeanne Shannon 

http://www.swwcontest.com/
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 Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers 
Individual: $70 ($65 renewal if paid two months in advance)  

Student: 18 and over, $40; under 18, $25   
Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75, Lifetime Membership: $750 

Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com 
Join us first Saturday, 10 am-Noon and third Tuesday, 7-9 pm 

New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico 

President’s Letter   by Lee Higbie 

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page requests every month. 
 

Business card size: $20     1/4 page, vertical: $40    1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 

 
Deadline: 1st of each month for the following month.  

Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

   I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

Lee 

1 POETRY MONTH! 

1    The Poetry I Like—Jeanne Shannon 

2    The President’s Letter 

3    May Murder Mystery Challenge 

3    Critique Groups 

3    Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

4  My Father’s Delicate Hands– Karin 
Bradbury 

4. Dancing It All—Betsy James 

5. Guest Speakers for future meetings 

6. Meetings in May 

6.     Dream Garden by Joanne S. Bodin 

7.    MOLD at SWW by John Candelaria 

8. Interview with Mary Haarmeyer  

9.    SWW Classes and Workshops 

10.   Impression by Mary Dorsey 

11. Other Classes & Contests 

12.   Sunset on My Heart by Dino Leyba 

12. You  by Dave Bachelor 

12 Quotes by Famous Writers 

13 Member Successes 

14. Characters and Viewpoints—a 
book review by A. R. Aeby 

15. Announcements 

15.   Weed  by Donald DeNoon 

16.    UNMCE Writer Conference  

16.    SWW Writer’s Critique Service 

17.    Member Books 

17. Walking the Bosque by  

   Karen McKinnon 

18. SWW International Writing  

  Contest 

18. All Day the Wind  

  by Jeanne Shannon 

Without a doubt, the item causing the most discussion was SWW VP Robin Kalinich’s 

bell. Complaints were almost exclusively from people who chronically run well over the 

nominal 30 second allotment. The compliments about The Bell, which predominated, 

were from several other people. Because enforcing a 30-second limit is preferred by 

most, we are looking at other ways to reduce the gales from long-winded individuals and 

make everyone happier. So, let me know what you think of our attempts at the next few 

meetings. 

One complaint was, “Funny, the person who complains that success or pitch talks should 

be written down ahead of time and prepared, never seems to do any preparation or write 

anything down.” Another was that we often hear the same success or book pitch for 

months on end. On the other hand, several people said they like seeing the yakkers cur-

tailed and really like to hear about and share member successes. 

For years SWW ran bi-monthly writing contests in addition to the big annual one. Quite a 

few of us would like to revive them, but we need some help. If you are one of the people 

who volunteered for various aspects of additional contests, please talk to Andy Mayo, 

SWW Secretary, swwsecretary@gmail.com (or me, if you have trouble reaching him). 

Also, Andy needs some help on the annual contest. If you can assist, please contact Andy. 

With all the usual pressures on our funds, which are still severely depleted from flood re-

covery, we hope to raise more from our Anthology. If you have friends with birthdays 

coming up, please consider giving them copies of the Anthology or providing support to 

SWW in their name. Thank to every one of you for your help. 

mailto:swwsecretary@gmail.com


 SouthWestWriters.com * 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SouthWest Sage 
Published monthly by the Board of Directors 

of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, 

tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

Subscription is a benefit of membership. 

President   Lee Higbie 
 Lee@Seki.com  
Vice-President   Robin Kalinich 
 swwvicepresident@gmail.com 
Secretary   Andy Mayo 
 swwSecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer   Dino Leyba 
 DLeyba@asrt.org 
Class & Workshop Coordinator 
 Sharon Serrano 
 swwClasses@gmail.com 
Contest Chair   Andy Mayo 
 swwContest@gmail.com 
Fundraising   Peggy Herrington 
 peg@msn.com  
Member-at-Large   Larry Greenly 
 swwriters@juno.com  
Member-at-Large   Bob Kidera 
 bkidera@comcast.net  
Membership   Cynthia Boyd 
 St.Boyd@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor  
 Rose Marie Kern 
 swwSage@swcp.com  
Public Relations   Unfilled 
Social Media   Robyn Kalinich  
 srmkalinich@gmail.com 
Special Projects   Kathy Wagoner 
 justwritesww@gmail.com  
Volunteer Coordinator   Betty Higbie 
 Betty@Seki.com  
Webmaster   Kathy Kitts 
 kkitts@kkitts.net  

AV/Slideshow   Kimberly Mitchell 
 KimberlyMitchell56@gmail.com  
E-lert Mistress   Gail Rubin 
 Gail_Rubin@comcast.net  

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034 

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2014 by author. 
Facts, views and opinions expressed 
are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the viewpoints 
or opinions of SouthWest Writers. 

SWW does not necessarily 
endorse the advertisers. 

Critique Groups 
Seeking Members 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or  
Chris Enke, enke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month, 4-6:00 pm  
With interest, can change day & time  

Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 

Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to: 
Cosmic_Connections_SF_Critique_ 
Group@yahoogroups.com 

The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger 
chapter of Sisters in Crime meets 4th 
Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, police 
briefing room at James Joseph Dwyer 
Memorial Substation. www.croak-and-
dagger.com/ 
 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and 
Dennis Kastendiek moderate, all genres 
welcome. North Domingo Baca Multi-
generational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor. 
Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Den-
nis: dwjkas@yahoo.com 
 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Sat-
urday critique group meets monthly at 
Erna Fergusson Library, San Mateo and 
Comanche, 10:30 am-12:30 pm. Bring 
five copies of five pages, double-spaced, 
to share. 

 

Duke City Screenwriters: 
Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, educa-

tion, and fun!  Contact Terry Hicks: 

earthreflection@aol.com or Marc 

Calderwood: marccalder-

wood@hotmail.com 

 
SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators: 2nd Tuesday 
each month, 7-8:30 pm, Alamosa Books. 
Short workshops/discussions. Pre-
schmooze dinner, Flying Star,  Wyo-
ming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm. 
schmooze@scbwi-nm.org 

Writers2Writers meets the 2nd Mon-
day each month, 6:30-7:30 pm, Hastings 
Café, NE corner of Coors and Montano. 
Monthly speakers. All genres are wel-
come. Contact FAAiken@aol.com 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

~ Writing Marathons ~ 

Two SWW members host an  
8-hour writing marathon 

on the last Sunday of every month, 
2:00-10:00 pm, at alternating loca-

tions. Email ktwag@msn.com or 
ruffwag3@earthlink.net. 

Looking For a Critique Group? 
Email Rose Kern at swws-
age@swcp.com with the following 
information and we’ll publish your 
request: your name; email address 
and/or phone number; genre pref-
erence; geographic location (Belen, 
NW Heights, near UNM, etc.); prefer-
ence for frequency/day of the week. 

MAY  

CHALLENGE 

MYSTERY! 
Are you a mystery writer?  Can you 
compose a story in 300 words or less 
that confounds, intrigues and draws an 
audience into wondering what happens 
next?   

May is MYSTERY month in the Sage—
so take out your knives, candlesticks 
and spyglasses. Write a story that 
keeps us on our toes.  Can you twist it 
into an interesting and satisfying end-
ing?   

Come all ye masters of suspense!   
Send your tales to swwsage@swcp.com 
by the 15th of April.   

—Rose Marie Kern, editor 

*NOTE:  Contributions to the Sage are  
paid in clips and bylines. 

SEND AS A WORD DOCUMENT  

mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
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This Odd Calling: Creativity and the Writing Life 

by Betsy James 

Dancing It All 

  I come from a family that was very anxious about labels. 

(“What’s your major?”) To my ancestors—who accord-

ing to the Zunis may be dancing for eternity, though it’s 

hard to imagine those inveterate Protestants dancing at 

all—I say: As writer-illistrator, what unites my several 

media is that they all come from me. I am the one who is 

writing, drawing, painting, teaching. And dancing. It all 

springs from the same root. 

   How to do it all—time allocation—is another question. 

Honest, I don’t know. I dither and fiddle and worry. I try 

to put in a good workday on one thing or another, but “a 

good work day” might include a five-mile walk spent 

deep in thought, or an hour in an Asian store spent trying 

to puzzle out what the hell some dried object was when it 

still had legs. 

   I try to distinguish my family’s slightly hysterical work 

ethic voice from the deep, driving voice of what actually 

wants to get done. Sometimes one wins, sometimes the 

other. As I accept my mortality I have less patience for 

the hysterical one. I cleave more and more to the voice of 

time, nature, peace: the voice of earth, in which we hu-

mans are just part of the universal dance—unimportant, 

very much a part of this world. 

  I trust the echoes of that voice can be heard in what I 

write, what I paint, what I teach. 
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my father has delicate hands       

   by  Karin Bradberry 

 

master of thrust and throttle 

dip and turn, soar and roll 

eater of cornbread and beans 

frustrated sailor without a sea 

 

sucker for scrawny old Cat 

owner of a Luger – since when, Daddy? 

able and willing to shoot her himself 

to save her the terror of car and vet 

 

wearer of ancient t-shirts 

fearless climber of roofs 

raconteur to beat the band 

cries reciting poetry learned long ago 

 

lover of secrets and lies 

name, rank and serial number 

the only reply to all of us on his 

need to know basis, and we’re not 

 

more illusionist than perfectionist 

navigator in air, lost on land 

strong swimmer at eighty-three 

owner of still handsome delicate hands 

 

my father has delicate hands       

 

My favorite type of poetry is filled with concrete, sensory 

imagery. The early 20th century Imagists such as William Car-

los Williams and H.D. turned poetry from fixed meter and 

rhyme forms filled with abstractions to tight free verse whose 

images we can see, hear, smell, taste, and touch. Though I 

enjoy writing form poetry myself, it must be rooted in con-

crete imagery for me to consider it successful. 

Karin Bradberry  

Betsy James is the author and illustra-

tor of sixteen books for young adults 

and children. Visit her on the web at 

www.listeningatthegate.com and 

www.betsyjames.com 



 

Guest Speakers and Topics  at SWW Meetings 
Members are free, Guests $10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren MacEwen 

SOCIAL MEDIA:  

         POSTING FOR PERFORMANCE 

Saturday, April 5  10:00 am to noon 

Discussing the best networks for promoting your 

writing, as well as tips and tricks to increase your 

exposure. 

Lauren MacEwen is a social media strategist, 

blogger and speaker on social media topics. She 

has a BA from Smith College and an MBA from 

ASU. Having a passion for social media and tech-

nology, Lauren has worked with non-profits and 

businesses to create highly effective and award-

winning social marketing campaigns. She is a 

guest blogger on top industry blogs such as Tech-

norati and Blogher in social marketing technology, 

business development and politics.  

Her strategy focuses on building business through 

building relationship.  Commonly called 

“Engagement Marketing,” we build the quality of 

your social relationship to create customer loyalty, 

Brand awareness, and a strong community pres-

ence.   

Visit her website at www.laurenmacewen.com. 

Tuesday, April 15  7:00 to 9:00 pm 

                                              Pairing Personal                  
                                              Experience with 
                                              Genre: Memoir,  
                                              Essays,  
                                              Autobiographical  
                                              Fiction, and More. 
 
 
 
 
 
When beginning a story, how do you decide which genre 

to pursue? At times, New Mexico Magazine managing 

editor Candace Walsh’s personal stories have led her to 

publishing a full-length memoir (NM-AZ Book Award-

winning Licking the Spoon: A Memoir of Food, Family, 

and Identity [http://amzn.to/W6LfXw]) and writing an 

autobiographical fiction novel. She’s also used their mo-

mentum to edit two Seal Press anthologies. Her personal 

essays regularly show up on the Huffington Post, a pow-

erful publicity creator and sales driver, and numerous 

anthologies. In this class, Walsh will share advice, tips, 

and practical exercises to help you pair your personal 

narrative with the right form.  

Candace Walsh is the author of Licking the Spoon: A 

Memoir of Food, Family, and Identity (Seal Press 2012), 

a 2013 New Mexico – Arizona Book Awards win-

ner. Her writing has appeared in numerous national and 

local publications, in Newsday, Travel + Lei-

sure, Sunset, Mademoiselle, New York magazine, 

and New Mexico Magazine. She has also worked on staff 

at Condé Nast International, Mothering Magazine, and 

currently, as the managing editor and social media brand 

manager of New Mexico Magazine. She edited Seal 

Press anthologies Dear John, I Love Jane: Women Write 

About Leaving Men for Women (a Lambda Literary 

Award finalist) and Ask Me About My Divorce: Women 

Open Up About Moving On. Her essays have been pub-

lished in the anthologies Here Come the Brides, The 

Good Mother Myth, The Dressing Room Diaries, 

on Slate.com, The Huffington Post, and in the Santa Fe 

Reporter. Her screenplay Birthquake, co-written with 

Laura M. André, was a quarter-finalist in the 2013 

Screen Craft Comedy Screenplay Competition. She has 

taught writing alongside Anne Lamott, Cheryl 
Strayed, Julia Cameron, and Natalie Goldberg. Find 
out more at candacewalsh.com. She's on Facebook 
at facebook.com/WriterCandaceWalsh and Twitter 
@candacewalsh.  

http://www.laurenmacewen.com/
http://amzn.to/W6LfXw%5D
http://slate.com/
http://candacewalsh.com/
http://facebook.com/WriterCandaceWalsh
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 dream garden 

                                         by Joanne S. Bodin 

  

avocados ripen with my grandfather's stories 

of Russian pogroms and bitter-sweet tears of hope 

trumpet-vines hang like raindrops cascading 

over brick walls, dividing centuries of human suffering 

mulberry trees sway in the breeze while 

yellow rose buds peek out from winter hibernation  

waiting for sun's warmth 

images only visible in my world of dreams 

where tropical orchids hang next to desert willow 

where purple plum blossoms thrive next to oleander 

where tree trunks stand upside-down 

with massive root-systems exposed, no judgment 

frozen earth offers sustenance to tiny seeds 

who thrive underground in darkness 

confusion and chaos is how the garden flourishes 

yet there is hidden beauty all around  

light filters through open spaces, between leaves on trees 

color fills the senses when lilacs make it through winter 
freeze 

my garden will always be there, even when night-shadows 

cover the moonlight  

Saturday, May 3 10:00 am to noon 

FINDING PUBLISHING NICHES IN 

TIGHT MARKETS 

Sherri Burr 

Writers face challenges when writing in tight markets, like 

business and memoir. The key is to figure out a niche, how to 

tell a story that has not been told or in a different manner than 

what is out there. This requires flexibility and research to find 

the appropriate publisher for your work. 

Sherri Burr has been a member of SouthWest Writers for 

over twenty years and has penned three columns for The 

Southwest Sage. She is the author of 20 published books, in-

cluding A Short and Happy Guide to Financial Literacy, 

which debuts on April 1, 2014. A graduate of Yale Law 

School, Sherri Burr is also a professor of intellectual property 

and entertainment law at the University of New Mexico 

School of Law. 

 

Tuesday, May 20 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

FACT MEETS FICTION ON THE WRITER’S 

ROAD:  SOME OBSERVATION ON MEMOIR, 

FABLE, AND INVESTIGATIVE POETICS 

John Roche 

All creative writing stems from the author’s personal experi-

ence, albeit to various degrees. Thus it’s not a simple matter to 

neatly separate memoir from history from fiction. And yet we 

must have some boundaries. And yet, again, it’s evident much 

great writing blurs those boundaries, inhabits the interstices or 

interzones between fact and fiction. John Roche will draw on 

Ed Sanders’ idea of “Investigative Poetics” and Rudy Ruck-

er’s idea of “Transrealism,” as well as works by Joyce, Yeats, 

Whitman, Ginsberg, Kerouac, Diane DiPrima, Philip K. Dick, 

and others, including some of his own works, in discussing the 

disparate approaches to this problem that writers can take. 

John Roche is an Associate Professor in the English Depart-

ment at Rochester Institute of Technology. Three of his poetry 

collections, The Joe Poems (2012), Topicalities (2008) and On 

Conesus (2005), are available from Foothills Publishing. Road 

Ghosts (2011) is available from SPDBooks.org. He has also 

edited several anthologies. John has appeared in numerous 

magazines, including Malpais Review, Adobe Walls, Yellow 

Medicine Review, Rootdrinker, House Organ, Big Bridge, and 

The Woodstock Journal. John is currently editing an anthology 

Meetings in May 

http://spdbooks.org/
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Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver  

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome 
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, 
writing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of 
SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th 
of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths 
from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited 
for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text 
in an email or in a word document with  Times New 
Roman or calibri font in  11pt. Size.  Do not get fancy 
with any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is 
for me to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I 
am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, South-
West Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

                         MOLD AT SWW 

 

I can’t believe it. Mold talk has invaded our great  

writers’ group.  
 

Success stories, book signings, speaking engagements,  

networking chats all seem to connect to mold. 
 

Some swear mold was in the old SWW building 

and provoked a pipe to break. 
 

Rumors circulate that critique groups are upsetting  

members by urging drafts be filled with answers 

to these questions: 

   What is the sound of mold? 

      Does mold have a spicy taste? 

         What is the fine look of mold? 

            Does mold have a silky feel? 

               Does mold smell like a rose? 

                   

It’s no surprise to hear talk of quirky book titles 

highlighting the word mold like, 

   People of the Mold  

      Tracking the Mold Killer  

         The Magic of Mold Food  

            Gunfight at Mold Ridge  

               First the Mold, then the Flood 

                  The Mysterious Mold Society  

                      The Case of the Missing Mold Scroll 

                          Desert Sunrise Over Mold Town 

                               The Best of Mold Short Stories.  
 

Fear of mold is gripping writers who want answers  

to a host of frightful questions.  

 Will our tablets become infected with a mold virus? 

    My computer keys have slowed down. Is this 

       a new form of electronic mold fungus? 

          Are the dark spots on the pages of my great, 

             mystery novel the first sign of mold? 

                Is my fountain pen clogged with moldy ink? 
 

So let’s stop all this talk about mold. Don’t let 

it contaminate your muse or it may whisper in 

your ear,  “Grasp the beauty of mold and you will 

be a touchstone in the mold of great writers.”  

                                                                                 

        

                                                   John J. Candelaria 

Editor’s NOTE:   If you don’t quite get the mold thing you 

haven’t been to an SWW meeting lately. 

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
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Mary Haarmeyer  

Discusses  

Screenwriting  
Part I  

 

              by KL Wagoner 

 

Producer and director Mary 

Haarmeyer is a screenwrit-

er with 11 screenplays to 

her credit who makes her 

home in Lovington, New Mexico. She has won 

awards for her scripts since 2007, including first 

place in the screenplay category of the 2010 SWW 

Annual Writing Competition. Active in the workings 

of ReelFlicks Productions and T-RO Films, Mary is 

currently in post-production of Hunter’s Game, a 

paranormal/thriller pilot for television. Find out more 

about the series at www.huntersgame.tv and more 

about Mary and the crew on the T-RO website at 

www.t-rofilms.com. 

   Tell us the pitch for your latest project.  

Hunter's Game is a dark, yet hopeful, drama in which 

we follow the life of Hunter Williams, a young man 

plagued with visions of future events. The show is 

kind of like Criminal Minds meets Hannibal meets 

Medium, with a teenage protagonist. 

   What was it about the story that grabbed hold 

of you and compelled you to write it?  

The main character. Hunter not only has the external 

conflicts of fighting fate in the form of killers, vio-

lent crimes, accidents, and natural occurrences, he 

also bears the burden of knowing that by being in-

volved, he puts himself, his father and their new fam-

ily at risk, just like his mother did before being killed 

by a murderer she was helping to bring to justice.  

   What unique challenges did this project pose for 

you? This was something new. I pitched the show to 

NBC, ABC, The CW and other networks, and they 

loved the concept. They took tons of notes, had me 

come back in to pitch, but they ultimately thought it 

was too risky because there was nothing like it out 

there at the time. The show Medium was the closest 

to it. But I knew I had a great script and concept, so I 

decided to produce the film myself. Now, coming out 

this spring, the major networks are all producing par-

anormal concept shows with Believe, The Tomorrow 

People and others like mine. I hope they all succeed, 

because then my show won't be untried.  

   What was the most rewarding aspect of putting 

it together? Building a team of professionals from 

New Mexico that were all excited about the show’s 

concept. It was amazing to see such a diverse group 

of people excited about a show I had created and 

who were willing to work on it with me to make it a 

reality. 

   You wrote, produced, and directed Hunter’s 

Game. Which of those “hats” did you enjoy wear-

ing the most? I have to say writing, though directing 

came in at a close second. I have loved the art of sto-

ry since I was a small child. Back then I lived in my 

head most of the time and created exciting adven-

tures, so to sit down and write has always been my 

first love. I will say directing is an extension of that 

creativity. As the director you have the power to cre-

ate a film that mirrors the world you have imagined. 

   What suggestions do you have for new or strug-

gling screenwriters to help them succeed? I have 

had the opportunity to talk with several key people at 

studios like Sony and MGM, along with networks 

like NBC, ABC, and The CW. What they have told 

me is this: right now, no one, and I mean no one, is 

buying new scripts from unknown screenwriters (but 

there are always exceptions to the rules). When I 

asked them how a new screenwriter could ever get 

their work sold, I was told, “You need to build a 

franchise.” The major studios look for things that are 

already popular–a best-selling book or graphic nov-

el, an internet series, a video game, or even a movie 

made 20 years ago that still has a following and can 

be changed to meet the times and have a new follow-

ing. Basically the studios are hedging their bets and 

trying to guarantee success, which as a business per-

son I understand. Therefore, if you want to sell a 

script or concept, think outside the box on ways to 

get your story out there and build your own fan base. 

http://www.huntersgame.tv./
http://www.t-rofilms.com/
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Half-Day Workshop Prices: 

$40 SWW Members 
$50 Other Members w/Card 

$70 Non-Members ● $75 at the Door 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before 
class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant 
is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, partici-
pant receives no refund or class. For multi-session classes, if 
you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our instructors 
based on how many students enroll, so you are part of that 
roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

 Classes & Workshops 
Classes and Workshops are held at the SWW Office, 3200 Carlisle 

Blvd NE, Albuquerque 87110, 505-830-6034  

FUNDAMENTALS OF SCREEN-
WRITING – Giving your Script a 
Solid Foundation 

 

 

 

 

W I T H  M A R C  C A L D E R W O O D  

4 Sessions: April 9, 16, 23, 30 

Wednesdays, 6-8 pm 

$160 members, $200 non-members 

To register, call the SWW Office (505-830-6034) or sign up at 

a monthly meeting. 

Have a great idea for a movie but don’t know how to write a 

screenplay? Get going with Fundamentals of Screenwriting. 

This four-week class is the perfect introduction to the world of 

writing a screenplay, from the fundamentals of the story down 

to the revision process. In this course, you will gain insight into 

format, required structure, character development and what a 

screenplay requires to be successful. At each step, you will re-

ceive feedback on your story, concept and screenplay. 

The Fundamentals of Screenwriting will have you well on your 

way to writing a screenplay in just four short weeks. During the 

course we will use one or more films to uncover how the pros 

do it so you can adopt the same successful path to make your 

work shine. 

This course is for those who have never written a screenplay 

and those whose work needs a bit of tweaking. Marc will read 

and give notes for one script for each participant ($100 value – 

good for six months). 

Marc Calderwood has written numerous award winning 

screenplays. He is the founder of Duke City Screenwriters, the 

oldest continuous screenwriting critique group in the State. In 

2008 he made his directorial/producer debut in the 48-Hour 

Film Project completing the short “Water Torture,” an award 

winning short chosen to be shown at the Santa Fe Film Festival. 

He is currently active as a reader for three top screenwriting 

sites and has read and given valuable notes on over 300 spec 

screenplays. 

WRITING FOR MAGAZINES: 
How to Land Your 
First Assignment 

 

W I T H   
M E L O D Y  G R O V E S  
 
4 Sessions: May 7, 14, 21, 28, 

2014 

Wednesdays, 6-8 pm 

$160 members,  

$200 non-members 
 

To register, call the SWW Office (505-830-6034) or sign up 

at a monthly meeting. 

Have you wondered how 9,000+ magazines stay in business? 

Ever wondered who writes for them? Even wondered why 

not me? Good questions—why not me, indeed! 

Topics: 

 Choosing magazines 

 Choosing topics 

 Writing query letters 

 Writing the article 

 Taking photos 

 And everything else in between 

 

Melody Groves SWW past president, writes for True West, 

Wild West, New Mexico Magazine, American Cowboy, 

abqARTS, Albuquerque the Magazine, and other regional 

publications. Three of her books have won the prestigious 

NM Book Award. Questions? Contact her at mel-

odygroves@comcast.net. 
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IMPRESSION 
 

                                                                                                                       

We are a people of                 

     exteriors;                                             

determining with            

    one  short glance 

    the be all,                                                                                

end all of what                                                

appears before us. 

 

We are a people of 

     exteriors. 

Relegating to those 

      both known   

and unknown to us 

     a position, 

     a judgment, 

     a pigeonhole; 

somewhere on a 

     continuum 

based upon on 

our own ego boosting 

     self important  delusions. 

 

Arraying our 

     outside   with 

trappings and   

ornamentations     

 lies and inventions       

 designed 

 

to put in their 

   place those 

deemed less 

   worthy. 

 

We are a people of 

    exteriors. 

Some of whom 

   refuse to acknowledge 

   their own blindness 

   their own ignorance 

Who turn fear    into 

anger   against 

those they deem 

    unacceptable. 

 

We are a people of 

   exteriors. 

Yet, there are so 

   enlightened enough   to 

realize   that  

skin deep is 

      small,   but  

soul deep is 

      immense; 

and that  truly 

we are only 

       strangers 

on the outside. 

 

Mary Dorsey Jan2014                       
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SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
5540 Eubank NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, 
call the SWW office at 505-265-9485. 

To register for classes and workshops: 
sign up at SWW meetings or register online at 

www.southwestwriters.com. 

Find SouthWest 
Writers on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter 
@SW_Writers 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

Classes, Events and Workshops 

April 19, 2014 
8th ANNUAL AUTHORS FOR LITERACY 

EVENT 

Sponsored by the Moriarty Community Library 

And the Read “Write” Adult Literacy Program 

9:00 – 4:00 

Moriarty Civic Center,  
202 S. Broadway, Moriarty, NM 87035 

Booth Space:  FREE 

Continental breakfast provided 

Lunch available on site at your own expense 

Blake Williams will conduct radio interviews before 

and at the event. A scavenger hunt to bring people to 

each booth.  Speakers on the craft of writing.  Dead-

line to RVSP is March 30, 2014, but they will in-
clude SWW members who call late.  If you have any 

questions or need additional information, please call 

us at 505-832-2513 or e-mail Tina at author-

sevent2013@gmail.com.   

 Late Breaking News! 

SWW may sponsor a booth at this event to promote 

The Storyteller’s Anthology. Contact Peggy Herring-

ton at peg@msn.com if you’re interested in reading 

and selling your books. 
 

(WriterAdvice seeks flash fiction, memoir, and creative 

non-fiction running 750 words or less. Enlighten, dazzle, 

and delight us. Finalists receive responses from all judg-

es. First prize is $200. Submit to 

the 9th WriterAdvice Flash Prose Contest by April 18, 

2014. Complete details at www.writeradvice.com 

Tony Hillerman Prize  

Honors Best First Mystery Novel 
Submission deadline June 1, 2014. Sponsored by St. 

Martin's Press and WORDHARVEST, the Tony Hiller-

man Prize is awarded annually for the best first mystery 

set in the Southwest. The winner receives a contract with 

St. Martin's Press for publication of the novel and 

$10,000..  http://www.wordharvest.com/contest.php 

10 Minute Play Contest & Festival 
8 plays — 10 minutes each!  Weathervane Playhouse's 

annual contest and festival celebrates the art of the short-

length play! May 16 is the deadline for aspiring play-

wrights to submit their plays Festival weekend (July 11 

to 13) is when eight finalist plays will be presented on 

our stage! http://www.weathervaneplayhouse.com.  

CONTESTS 

Write to the Finish 2014 

Online Course for Writers  

        Working on a Book Project 
Led by award-winning writers  

Sean Murphy and Tania Casselle 

A 9-month, online course by email & phone so you can 

take part wherever you are. Nobody can write your book 

for you, but you don’t have to be alone in the process. 

Write to the Finish supports you through the long-haul 

with craft, community, focus and feedback. Includes a 

full manuscript critique, online seminar days, craft les-

sons, mentor calls with published authors. (Support on 

marketing too if you’re at that stage.) Open to fiction 

and nonfiction/memoir writers, whether starting your 

book idea from scratch or finishing a work in progress - 

perhaps it's not progressing fast enough or the writer is 

stuck!  

Spaces are limited on this small group course which on-

ly runs once a year beginning in April - now in our 9th 

successful year of helping people write their books. Info 

and testimonials by previous participants at Tania's web-

site: http://tinyurl.com/murphycassellewritetothefinish 

and at Hemingway Award winner Sean's website: http://

www.murphyzen.com/events.htm. Or email wordwork-

ers@juno.com for course outline and all details. 

http://www.southwestwriters.com
http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
mailto:peg@msn.com
http://www.writeradvice.com/
http://tinyurl.com/murphycassellewritetothefinish
http://www.murphyzen.com/events.htm
http://www.murphyzen.com/events.htm
mailto:wordworkers@juno.com
mailto:wordworkers@juno.com


 

 

Place Your Ad HerePlace Your Ad Here  
Advertise your writing-related  

products and services. 

Business Card Size only $20.00 
1/4 page, vertical: $40 ! 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 

15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months 

Sunset On My Heart 

 

On the way home I saw what appeared to be the  

falling sun 

But it was only the earth moving away 

Away from you I am 

Every moment at a time further away 

 

The warmth of the sweet sun no more 

Your smile in my mind holds me close in motion 

Moving away from what I think I know 

Falling below the horizon I grasp to hold on 

 

Take time to look back and see my face 

Smiling with eyes closed 

Anticipating the return of the light 

The rays of you embracing me 

 

Leave this day my dear 

Return to me tomorrow 

Shine on me 

My sun, my ray of hope 

My love, my life, my sun 

 

Shed on my heart your light 

The sun of your love 

Lend me your smile 

Set the light of your love 

On the sunset of my heart 

 
Dino Leyba  

You 

 

 who am I? 

 who are you? 

 who are we? 

 if I am the words on the blank page, 

 you are the white space surrounding. 

 if I am the one embraced, 

 you are the arms enfolding. 

 if I am the falcon, 

 you are the sky 

 in which I fly. 

 

Dave Bachelor 

Quotes by Famous Writers on Writing: 

 

In six pages I can’t even say “Hello”. 

             -James Michener 

Sarah Baker and Andy Mayo greet 

visitors at the March 1st SWW Meet-
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Member Successes 

Bob Kidera’s first novel “Red Gold” is now availa-
ble, published by Black Range Books. It’s on Amazon 
in paperback ($12.99) and Kindle($3.9) formats.    
Synopsis: Sometimes the road leads you straight 
through Hell… Shaken by the death of his wife and 
locked in a battle against personal demons, Professor 
Gabriel McKenna leaves his teaching position at a 
New York college and flies west to claim the inher-
itance left to him by a distant relative. Instead, he 
finds himself immersed in a life-or-death struggle for 
a 19th century fortune, the fabled Lost Adams gold. 
This “Red Gold” triggers violence, deceit, and death 
throughout contemporary New Mexico. To survive, 
McKenna must revive his fighting spirit and find new 
reasons to live and love. 
 
Alexandra Del’Amore has a book signing at Book-
works on Sunday April 6th. at 3:00 p.m. for her book  
Hush Hush and Other Veneers .  An excerpt of her 
book and several paintings from her perpetrator se-
ries are going to be published in Psychology Tomor-
row –  an online magazine. The issue "Trauma and 
Resilience" will appear in late March. 

Katherine B. Hauth's nonfiction picture book, 
What's for Dinner?   Quirky, Squirmy Poems from the 
Animal World has been selected   for New Mexico's 
2014-2015 Land of Enchantment reading list. It's  also 
a Junior Library Guild selection, a New Mexico Juve-
nile Book  Award winner and a 2012 Outstanding Sci-
ence Trade Book. 

Elaine S. Abramson will be inducted into the 
Cleveland Heights high school’s Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame on Thursday, May 8, 2014.    
Wednesday, April 2, 2014 -  E.S. Abramson will 
speak on the ONLY FUN and ENJOYABLE Restau-
rant Lovers’ Diet at the National League of American 
Pen Women’s meeting in St. Louis between 10:00 
and 11:30 am at Commerce Bank at 300 N Kirkwood 
Rd, Kirkwood, MO. The award-winning author and 
artist E.S. Abramson will reveal how she lost 85 
pounds on the From Fat to Fabulous: A Diet Guide 
for Restaurant Lovers. A book signing will follow her 
presentation.   For more information contact Elaine 
at aaauthor@aol.com. 

 

New Mexico Author Scott Archer Jones has signed 
with Southern Yellow Pine Publishing in Talahas-
see.  Jupiter and Gilgamesh, A Novel of Sumeria and 
Texas will appear in early summer.   

Jones has previously published fiction and nonfic-
tion work with the Prague Revue, Bookends Review, 
Circa, Copperfield, Eunoia, Faircloth, Fear of Mon-
keys, Foliate Oak, Infinite Press, The Life As An 
[insert label here], Piker's Press, Rusty Nail, Step-
ping Stones, Synchronized Chaos, a Thousand and 
One Stories, Whistling Fire, and Wilderness House 
Literary Review.  He's on the masthead of the Pra-
gue Revue. 

There once was a girl named Rose 

Who preferred to write in prose 

But April inspired 

Creativity fired 

And a Limerick she composed 

 

                   (hehehehe) Rose Marie            

Dinner 

  

She felt the knives 

carve her into slices  

served up for family dinner 

  

With scraps and bone 

she made a broth 

and fed herself  

 

                  Elizabeth Galligan 

mailto:aaauthor@aol.com
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A.R. Aeby received a Bachelor of 
Arts in history almost solely from 
the love of stories, even nonfiction 
ones. She is the author of the book 
review blog Whymsy Likes Books, 
where her goal is simply to share 
her passion for books. But she is a 
book author with the eternal hope 
of becoming a published book 
author. She lives in the deserts of 
New Mexico with her two young 
daughters and her husband of ten 
years. Visit her blog at http://
whymsylikesbooks.blogspot.com. 

 

Characters and Viewpoints  

by Orson Scott Card 

A review by A.R. Aeby 

  When I found the original copy Characters and 

Viewpoints I was pretty happy. Orson Scott Card is 

an author I am familiar with and one whom I admire.  

That along with my endeavor to always improve my 

character driven stories made it a great find. Then 

when I found an updated version I was even more 

excited (traditionally I prefer updates to the original),  

however I had no idea what I was really in for or 

how profoundly I would be affected. 

  Like most books of this type I found things I ex-

pected: elements of character creation, how to add 

depth and how to find the point of view that best fits 

your story. So basically it covered a lot of the usual 

ground, but Mr. Card then went beyond that. He fo-

cused on growth both as the storyteller, and the writ-

er to create a well-crafted final product. He provides 

tools to improve both sides to get the most out of 

your characterization. Characterization is so much 

more than just about the building of characters.  It is 

about how and when to use them appropriately, and 

getting what you need out of the character to fulfill 

its role in the story. Mr. Card explains techniques to 

raise the emotional stakes, control the audience's 

feelings toward a character and intensify the reader 

connection to the characters. He also speaks about 

the implied sacred contract between the reader and 

the story. He addresses the need for the contracts ful-

fillment for the characters, but also ways a writer can 

tweak expectations without breaking the reader's 

trust. 

   Characters and Viewpoints is very comprehensive 

and beautifully constructed, with a nice layout and 

broken down into section so not to be overwhelming.  

The text is superb and fluid, and at times profound.  

It isn't meant to entertain, but it still managed to hold 

my attention and kept me hungry for more. Within 

the first couple of pages I had to stop to hunt up my 

Hi-Liter and a pad of paper to take my own personal 

notes. I quickly caught on that this book is meant to 

be savored and the ideas mulled over. Beyond that, I 

really felt like Mr. Card got the essence of writing 

fiction and why it should be valued. He approached 

this subject with a practical sense, but still held onto 

his sense of awe and the ability to see the magic hap-

pen. The only real downside to my reading experi-

ence was the frequent misprints I found in the Writ-

er’s Digest version from their Elements of Fiction 

Writing Series. 

  Mr. Card is a bestselling author and the recipient of 

many awards including the Hugo Award, the Nebula 

Award, and the 2008 Margaret A. Edwards Award 

for lifetime achievement in Young Adult literature, 

from the American Library Association. He has au-

thored over sixty books including his best known 

work, Ender’s Game, but his writing resume is not 

limited to just books. He has also written plays, com-

ics, essays and newspaper columns. His talent has 

been recognized by many cities, universities and li-

braries by adding his titles to their ‘best of’ lists and 

reading programs. Mr. Card holds a long term posi-

tion at Southern Virginia University teaching writing 

and literature, and offers the occasional writing 

workshop. 

  I tend to not fall into love with books very often, 

and books about writing even less, but this experi-

ence was so different than others that I couldn't help 

myself.  Quite frankly Mr. Card just blew me away 

with this book. And I'm a bit put out for not having 

been introduced to it sooner. Characters and View-

points, is really one writing I think all fiction writers 

should read and I think it wouldn't hurt non-fiction 

writers to familiarize themselves with it too. It has 

the ability to mature your writing no matter where 

you are in your career and I believe periodic rereads 

will provide you with new insights and spark ideas.   

 

http://whymsylikesbooks.blogspot.com/
http://whymsylikesbooks.blogspot.com/
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Announcements 

Send your successes and announcements 
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at  

swwsage@swcp.com. 

Sherri Burr         Peg Herrington     Jonathan Miller 

Sherri Burr  interviews Peg Herrington and Jona-

than Miller about the Storyteller’s Anthology on  

"Arts Talk."  The show airs on Comcast Ch. 27 

Mar 31, at 7pm.  The video will be put on 

Youtube.com and linked to the SWW website 

shortly thereafter.  Keep your eyes peeled! 

RJ Mirabal has reserved a dealer's table at the Bu-

bonicon 46 Science Fiction and Fantasy Conven-

tion in Albuquerque, August 1-3, 2014. He is will-

ing to share the 6 foot table with any interested sci-

ence fiction/fantasy SWW member. This should be 

a good opportunity to sell books of this genre. 

Please contact RJ at rjmirabal@gmail.com 

 

              

Weed 

                  

They say I’m not worth nothin’ 

But I say the earth 

Wouldn’t be the same 

Without me in it 

 

They claim I get in the way 

So they pull me up 

Throw me in the trash 

Think they’re rid of me 

 

But don’t realize 

They’ve only removed my top 

My roots run deep 

Remain invisible 

 

Something else they forget 

My seed blows in the wind 

And I put down new roots 

Right where they don’t want me 

 

I’ll show ‘em 

They’ll see 

They’ll never  

Be rid of me 

 

                                        Donald DeNoon 

OREGON COAST CHILDREN'S BOOK 

WRITERS WORKSHOP, SUMMER 2014 

www.occbww.com 

graduate level credit available 

This July 14-18, Oregon Coast  Children's Book 

Writers Workshop,  Over half-a-dozen of our stu-

dents have been published.  The full-time instructors 

are five accomplished children's book authors, two 

full-time children's editors from major houses, and a 

full-time children's book agent.  

mailto:rjmirabal@gmail.com
http://www.occbww.com/
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

UNMCE Writers Conference Features SWW 

  UNM Continuing Education’s 10th Annual Writers Conference takes place on Saturday, April 12th, in the 

Student Union Building (SUB), which is located just north of Popejoy Hall on the University of New Mex-

ico’s main campus. The conference focus is “From Start to Sales,” and features an impressive lineup of 

speakers including authors and agents. Registration is $150.  

  Conference Coordinator and former SWW board member Sandra Toro’s 9 a.m. address, “Let SouthWest 

Writers Help You,” promises to be of interest to SWW members, both current and prospective. In addi-

tion, copies of “The Storyteller’s Anthology” will be available for purchase on the conference book table. 

Several current and former SWW members (including Kirk Hickman, Sherri Burr, Joanne Bodin, Melody 

Groves, and anthology editor Peggy Herrington) are also scheduled to speak. 

  Conference attendees who enroll by April 1st will get a free one-on-one ten minute meeting with the edi-

tor or agent of their choice to “pitch” their writing project. After you register, contact Sandra Toro at stor-

o32567@aol.com to sign up for your ten minute pitch.  

  To register or get more information, go to ce.unm.edu/WritersConference or call 505-277-0077.  

mailto:storo32567@aol.com
mailto:storo32567@aol.com
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Member Books 

Welcome New  

Southwest Writer’s Members! 

 

Freddie W. Brown 

Jon Cottin 

Susan Washburn 

Evelyn Neil 

Matthew Barbour 

Cindy Brooks 

Meg Scherch Peterson 

A reader in Indiana 
writes -- The Story-
teller's Anthology is 
great. I love Anne 
Hillerman's introduc-
tion, "A Tribe of Writ-
ers." And Bobbi A. 
Adams's memoir en-
try "Happy Easter" is 
outrageously funny. I 
made the mistake of 
reading it in bed one 
night and laughed so 
hard I thought I was 
going to wake my 
husband. . 

The Storyteller’s Anthology makes a great gift 

for friends and family.  It is also a great gift for 

YOUR local library or school!  Get one today! 

Walking the Bosque 

 

It’s June, Russian Olive 

in bloom, 

little scented  

yellow stars 

surrounded by sharp 

thorns. 

How do the birds 

who eat their olives 

avoid the thorns? 

 

Along the acequia 

the water wrinkles 

as I begin to think. 

 

I’d like to match 

what happens to me 

with what I need 

 

when I trip over 

a cottonwood root. 

 

“Come back, my psyche cries. 

Come back to this moment 

this now, this here” 

 

where the air hangs lightly 

 

in  the sun’s rays, 

where under my feet 

weeds grow 

so intricate  

as to make me pause 

in wonder. 
 

         Karen McKinnon 

Susan Cooper’s new book, Foot-
ball Facts for Females, or If You 
Can’t Beat ‘Em, Join ‘Em, is 
arousing interest in this sport 
from women and men alike. It 
explores all the information you 
need to know to talk about the 
game with football fans. It even 
has received a testimonial from 
Joe Theismann! Available from 
Amazon, Rock Star Publishing, 
and footballfactsfor 
females.com. 
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college 
students for one-year scholarship memberships in our organiza-
tion. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school 
or college.  

If you know someone with the interest and desire to pursue a 
writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete  
the application form on page 15 of this newsletter and send to: 

SouthWest Writers 

3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

The SouthWest Writers International Writing Contest  

The 2014 contest has 10 categories for novels, creative nonfic-

tion/memoir, essay, short stories, children’s picture books, and 

poetry. Categories have been changed for 2014. Please read 

“Rules of the Contest” carefully. 

A total of $6,500 is awarded in cash prizes.  Winners are se-

lected by professional literary agents or editors unaffiliated 

with SouthWest Writers. 

The contest is open to all original, unpublished work by Eng-

lish-language writers. First Place winning entries in prior 

SWW contests may not be resubmitted for judging in 2014. A 

First, Second, and Third Place winner will be judged in each of 

the 10 categories. Prizes: $300 First Place. $200 Second Place. 

$150 Third Place. 

Entries will be accepted only on-line between February 1, 

2014 until May 15, 2014. There is no limit on: (1) the number 

of categories you enter, and (2) the number of entries you sub-

mit in each category below. 

 

NOVELS:  

 Mainstream/Literary Novel 
 Mystery/Suspense/Thriller/Adventure Novel 
 Juvenile/Young Adult 
 Women’s Fiction 
 
SHORT STORY:  

 Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror 

 Mainstream/Literary 

 

NONFICTION:    

 Creative Nonfiction/Memoir   

 Essay   
 

OTHER:   

 Children’s Picture Book   

 Poetry. 

 

Critique Service 
All entrants may request a critique by a professional writer, 

agent, or editor who is unaffiliated with the contest judging. 

There is a small fee for this service. 

 

Winners will be notified in August, 2014 by email. Winners’ 

names will be posted on the SWW website at or about the 

same time.   For more information or to submit an entry go to:  

www.swwcontest.com 

                 Jeanne Shannon 
 

All Day the Wind 
 

“In May, when sea-winds pierced our solitudes.    

                                  --Ralph Waldo Emerson 

All day the wind 

harries the mauve bells 

of the foxglove. 

They tremble  

on their green stems. 

 

All day the wind 

churns in the treetops, 

rattles the window panes. 

 

New Mexico: 

No sea-winds here. 

Only a mist of dust 

that turns  

the rose-gold mountain 

smoke gray. 

 

Previously published in The Rag. 
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2014 Student Scholarship Application 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students for one-year scholarship memberships 

in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or college. If you know a stu-

dent with the interest and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete this 

application and mail to the address at the bottom of the form. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

E-Mail: ___________________________   Phone:  ____________________________________  

Current School: ________________________________________________________________  

Current Level: _________________________________________________________________   

Area(s) of Interest: _____________________________________________________________  

(In 250 words or less tell us why you would like to be a student member of Southwest Writers): 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

Recommended by: _______________________________________________________________________  

Contact (phone/e-mail): __________________________________________________________________  

Send this application to SouthWest Writers,  3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM  87110 


