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SWW Offers a
New Learning Opportunity!
Starting with the next Saturday meeting
(June 7) SWW will offer Brown Bag Sessions (BBS) after the regular meeting
time. These sessions will be monthly opportunities for learning and networking at
low cost. During the first BBS we will
request what topics you would like to see
in upcoming Sessions and answer your questions about
them. We will have a brief discussion about critiquing and
critique groups and help members find or join a critique circle. This first Session is free, so bring your lunch and come
along.
While we are organizing the BBSs that day, Rose Kern,
Sage Editor and Professional Photographer, will be offering
head shots for $10. A good photograph is one of the key requirements of every writer's PR package. After she takes the
pictures she will process them to professional quality and
email the result back to you. Rose is donating her time, so all
funds raised this way will go to the SWW general fund. Only 25 people will be allowed to sign up for the photo sessions—and must do so at the Saturday meeting. There will
be no advanced sign ups. Each person will have 10 to 15
shots taken and the best 5 will be emailed to them.
We will begin the regular Brown Bag Sessions in July, so
start bringing your lunch on First Saturdays or make a mad
dash for one afterward. The classes will be about an hour
long. Each BBS will begin shortly after the regular First
Saturday meeting.
Stay after the meeting on June 7th and chime in on what
you want to hear. Some of the suggested topics are listed
below. If you want another, let us know and we'll work on it!
Voice - What is it and how do I craft mine?
Critique Circles: How to form one, survive and thrive,
and get an amicable divorce if necessary.
Collaging Characters: How to develop characters with
the right brain.
Art Journaling for Writers: How to develop characters
and theme through art and writing.
Editing a Novel: How to survive the second draft.
NaNoWriMo: What is it and why do I want to participate?
An Introduction to Scrivener: A writing program written
by a writer for writers.
Creating a Media Campaign for your work.

June 2014
Speaking in Public for Shy Writers – How to present
yourself to the media when promoting your work.
Writing for Magazines.
Discovering Yourself – What topics can you write about
knowledgeably and profitably.
Please send your BBS suggestions to the Sage, swwsage@swcp.com, or give them to a board member at any
meeting. Vote for topics at the Juse 7 meeting. This is a
great opportunity to get good advice and instruction from
fellow SWW members. The first regular BBS will be on
Saturday, July 5 at 12:30pm. The topic is to be determined
so keep an eye on the website or Sage for more information!

International Writing Contest is Closed!
By Andy Mayo

Entries to our 32nd International
Writing Contest are now being judged
and winners will be announced on
August 1. This year’s contest drew
entries from 38 states plus the District
of Columbia and Abu Dhabi, Canada,
Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom, and Uganda.
The Mystery/Suspense/Thriller/Adventure category once
again drew the most entries at 18% of the total followed by
Mainstream/Literary Short Story at 14%, Poetry at 13% ,
children’s Picture Book at 11% and Mainstream/Literary
Novel at 10%. The remaining one-third of the entries came
in the Juvenile/Young Adult Novel, Creative Nonfiction/
Memoir, Nonfiction Essay, Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror
Short Story, and Women’s Fiction categories.
More than 60% of the total entries came from outside New
Mexico, and many from far beyond the Southwest. Of the
432 entries, approximately one third requested a critique.
Thanks to Kathy Kitts for making the website work flawlessly and to Rene Mullen and 'Hack' Hackney who provided me with outstanding help promoting the contest and processing entries.
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President’s Letter

by Lee Higbie

A most extraordinary thing is happening as I write this column—it's raining. More mundane extraordinary
events are the crux of story telling. Whether you're writing a novel, flash fiction, or a memoir, you want to build
your narrative on weird kerfuffles. I picked up a copy of Evil Deeds from Joe Badal at the Moriarty book fair.
The opening scene presents the kidnapping of the protagonist's son, something I gather is based on Joe's personal experience. Putting aside the reality of such an unspeakable act, Joe has a hook and an inciting incident that
make the novel start and continue as a page turner.
Memoir? “But it didn't happen that way.” Stop whining. Good story telling is more important than some misplaced notion of accuracy. As Mark Twain is supposed to have opined, “Get your facts first, and then distort
them as much as you please.” Or as some journalists have been admonished, “Don't let facts get in the way of
your story.”
“I can't lie. I'm writing a memoir.” But the only items you include are what you choose to include. Lying by omission is not very
different by lying by commission, so we all know you're dissembling. The question is only how. The first duty of a writer is to entertain. You may choose to call it a novel, creative non-fiction, memoir, or autobiography. The choice may affect the probability of
being sued for libel, but perhaps you should hope for that. What better promotion is there for your book than a lawsuit. It doesn't
really affect the asserted truth of the incidents portrayed. Remember, a novel is truth even though it is not true.
In the U.S., I believe it is correct that you are more likely to be sued for a slanderous remark if the reference is veiled than if it's
overt. “It's the way I recall the incident,” is a defense for most non-fiction. But that lying, cheating scumbug of a receptacle for the
worst sins of humankind can sue you for portraying him in a novel, even if you had no idea of the association while you were writing and used a different name. And, I believe it's true, the statistics of Mr. Scumbag winning such a suit are better than if you'd
called your work non-fiction.
Of course, be sure you pay attention to Higbie's Rule: A good lawsuit will probably sell more books than it'll cost you. And set
yourself up for selling more sequels in the future.
So, in addition to scaring the bejeesus out of your reader, what are the characteristics of a can't-put-it-down novel or memoir?
Your characters should be round—have flaws and good points. A klepto cop (for certain types of things), a murderer who saves a
child, a super-hero who's afraid of snakes, or whatever. Let your characters interact in interesting and novel ways. Your sister falls
for the murdering antagonist, your daughter is saved by the rapist, it turns out the murderer is the gal who saved your life. A common suggestion is to think of a dozen or so such possibilities and discard all of them for another one.
If you run out of ideas at some point, you may want to use Raymond Chandler's suggestion, “Have a man with a gun walk in.” Or
a SWAT team outside, or your spaceship springs a leak or catches fire, or Obama calls, meh.
And one thing to do throughout, is to make it emotional. If the reader is scared to death, you've done much better job of keeping
her involved than if she thinks the situation is scary. Unless you're writing to purge demons, as Ted Ellsworth was when he wrote
Yank about his experiences in the European Theater from 1940 to 1945, make it entertaining, like Yank.

Lee
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates
Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page requests every month.
Business card size: $20 1/4 page, vertical: $40 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 1st of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.
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13 The Importance of Play-Sherri Burr
14 Book Review by A. R. Aeby.
15 Interview with Larry Greenly by
KL Wagoner
16 “Man’s Guide” by Dino Leyba
17 SouthWest Writers student Scholarship application

Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers
Individual: $70 ($65 renewal if paid two months in advance)
Student: 18 and over, $40; under 18, $25
Requires proof of student status
Outside U.S.: $75, Lifetime Membership: $750
Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com
Join us first Saturday, 10 am-Noon and third Tuesday, 7-9 pm
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE,
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Looking For a Critique
Group?

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors
of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit,
tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.
Subscription is a benefit of membership.

President Lee Higbie
Lee@Seki.com
Vice-President Robin Kalinich
swwvicepresident@gmail.com
Secretary Andy Mayo
swwSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Dino Leyba
DLeyba@asrt.org
Class & Workshop Coordinator
Sharon Serrano
swwClasses@gmail.com
Contest Chair Andy Mayo
swwContest@gmail.com
Fundraising Peggy Herrington
peg@msn.com
Member-at-Large Larry Greenly
swwriters@juno.com
Member-at-Large Bob Kidera
bkidera@comcast.net
Membership Cynthia Boyd
St.Boyd@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor
Rose Marie Kern
swwSage@swcp.com
Public Relations Unfilled
Social Media Robin Kalinich
srmkalinich@gmail.com
Special Projects Kathy Wagoner
justwritesww@gmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator Betty Higbie
Betty@Seki.com
Webmaster Kathy Wagoner
Blogmeister Kathy Kitts
kkitts@kkitts.net
AV/Slideshow Kimberly Mitchell
KimberlyMitchell56@gmail.com
E-lert Mistress Gail Rubin
Gail_Rubin@comcast.net
SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034
e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
Articles are copyright © 2014 by author.
Facts, views and opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the viewpoints
or opinions of SouthWest Writers.
SWW does not necessarily
endorse the advertisers.

Email Rose Kern at
swwsage@swcp.com with the following information and we’ll publish your request:
 your name
 email address
 phone number
 genre preference
 geographic location (Belen, NW
Heights, near UNM, etc.)
 preference for frequency
 day of the week.

Send your successes and
announcements
to the SouthWest Sage Editor
at
swwsage@swcp.com.

~ Writing Marathons ~
Two SWW members host an
8-hour writing marathon
on the last Sunday of every month,
2:00-10:00 pm, at alternating locations. Email ktwag@msn.com or
ruffwag3@earthlink.net.

Critique Groups
Seeking Members
Fiction/Nonfiction
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com
or Chris Enke, enke@unm.edu
Erna Fergusson Library
Second Wed. each month,
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change
day & time
Mainstream Fiction
Online Critique Group
Christie Keele,
ckeele10@hotmail.com
Sci-Fi
Send name and writing experience
to:
Cosmic_Connections_SF_Critique_
Group@yahoogroups.com
Suspense/Mystery
Olive Balla is looking for form a critique group for fiction. Her genre is
suspense/mystery, and she would
like to meet once or twice per month
in Los Lunas, or within a fifteen mile
radius. If this sounds interest-ing
please contact her directly. Email:
ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 8655315
(Landline)

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups
The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger
chapter of Sisters in Crime meets 4th
Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, police
briefing room at James Joseph Dwyer
Memorial Substation. www.croak-anddagger.com/

Duke City Screenwriters:
Meets every other Thursday 6-9 pm Critique group, education, and fun! Contact
Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or
Marc Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and
Dennis Kastendiek moderate, all genres
welcome. North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor.
Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis: dwjkas@yahoo.com

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators: 2nd Tuesday
each month, 7-8:30 pm, Alamosa Books.
Short
workshops/discussions.
Preschmooze dinner, Flying Star, Wyoming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm.
schmooze@scbwi-nm.org

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique group meets monthly at
Erna Fergusson Library, San Mateo and
Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . Bring
five copies of five pages, double-spaced,
to share.

Writers2Writers meets the 2nd Monday each month, 6:30-7:30 pm, Hastings
Café, NE corner of Coors and Montano.
Monthly speakers. All genres are welcome. Contact FAAiken@aol.com
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Guest Speakers and Topics at SWW Meetings
Members are free, Guests $10

Saturday, June 7 10:00 am to noon
MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS $10

HOW TO SURPRISE PEOPLE:
Writing the best endings for your story and your life
Featuring the One, the Only, the Original Rattlesnake Lawyer—Jonathan Miller!

Many of Jonathan’s works feature surprise endings, and he will discuss how a beginning
writer can create the surprise endings that will get him or her noticed by the powers that
be. Jonathan will also discuss how authors can be successfully provocative and gain attention for their works in this new publishing environment.
Jonathan Miller has been a member of SWW for longer than he can remember and is not as young as you think he is.
He won the SWW contest in 2007 for best non-fiction book and in 2011 took second in that category. His most recent
novel was Rattlesnake Wedding, and his non-fiction book Laws & Loves has just been released.

SouthWest Writers
Monthly Meetings
are held at

New Life Presbyterian Church
5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111

For more information call the SWW office at 505-265-9485.
To register for classes and workshops:

sign up at SWW meetings or register online at www.southwestwriters.com.

Tuesday, June 17 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS $10

A Review of the Best Social Media Sites for Authors
and How to Use Them
By Barbara Lemaire

The Internet is a big place with a myriad of options. This presentation will review the major Social Media Sites and
how to use them to create interest in your writing. An electronic handout will be made available to Southwest Writers
members and guests.
Barbara C. Lemaire, PhD has more than 20 years experience in marketing, public relations, publishing, strategic planning, sales, organizational management, project management and business coaching. She is Assistant Chairperson of
Professional Coaching & Human Development Department at the International University of Professional Studies. CoFounder of Strategic Networking, a business networking forum, she edited and published the 2008 Comprehensive Non
Profit Directory of Albuquerque. In the last few years Barbara has turned her sights onto Web 2.0 - Social Networking
and Social Media Marketing
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Mi Amore Italiano
By Terry Civello
The house is quiet. All are asleep. Moonlight
streams through the window’s sheer white
curtains giving the room a soft golden glow.
My lure for pleasure once again drives me to
ignore the danger. Our secret rendezvous. He
waits patiently in the frigid night. A visceral
thrill strums my body as I open the door
without making a sound and reach for him. I
open the flaps of his dark overcoat. We embrace. My body warms him. We sneak into the
parlor.
Anticipation flutters through me. His
strong hard physique molds against my
rounded softness. His face, rosy from the
cold, sends shivers down my spine. A white
speckled shirt hugs his broad chest. Dark
brown slacks caress his steel-like thighs. So
handsome. So willing to give of himself.

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching,
writing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of
SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th
of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths
from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited
for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submisstions as either standard text
in an email or in a word document with Times New
Roman or calibri font in 11pt. Size. Do not get fancy
with any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is
for me to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I
am to print it.
Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.

I spoon close to him rubbing over his body
with my hands. His coarse stubble rubs
against my cheek. My lips skim along his. Our
tongues dance a mouth-watering duet. We
melt into each other. I nibble along his white
collar, opening his shirt. His brown slacks are
firm against me. My legs tremble. Finally I
taste him fully. Ecstasy!
Someone stirs. We break away. Our
breathing ragged. Desire frustrated. My
hands spread over his coat to refasten it.
Our craving is never satisfied.
“Domani.” I whisper as he returns into
the dark cold.
I bid Buona Notte to my sweet Neapolitan Gelato.
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A Look Ahead
SPEAKERS FOR UPCOMING
SWW MEETINGS
Saturday July 5th, 2014
“A funny thing happened on
my way to the typewriter.”
Man plans, God laughs, and a novel is born. With serendipity as his
muse, Chuck Greaves has authored four novels to date, from
HUSH MONEY -- SWW's 2010
Storyteller Award winner, and a
finalist for the Shamus, Rocky, Reviewer's Choice, and
Audie Awards -- to his latest legal mystery, THE LAST
HEIR.
Chuck will discuss the art of turning life into fiction for
fun and profit.

Tuesday July 15th, 2014
Self-Publishing:
“Why do I do it?”
Publisher and editor Pamela Adams Hirst will draw upon 22 years
of experience in newspaper and
magazine publishing during her
lecture: "Self Publishing: Why Do
It?"
After the death of her partner Beatlick Joe Speer, Hirst
established Beatlick Press in Albuquerque in order to memorialize the works of Beatlick Joe. In three years, with
the support of a staff of five, Beatlick Press has segued to
an award-winning publishing house with over a dozen
books and a roster of more than fifty writers and poets
included in the works of Beatlick Press.

Sometimes a prejudice can
work FOR you.
—Mercedes Lackey
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Dino Leyba, Sandy Bazinet and Betty Higbie volunteer time and talents at the SWW business table on
Saturday May 3rd.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high
school and college students for one-year
scholarship memberships in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be
enrolled in high school or college. If you
know someone with the interest and desire
to pursue a writing career or if you wish to
apply yourself, please complete the application form on the last page of this newsletter
and send to:
SouthWest Writers 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE,
Suite 114 Albuquerque, NM 87110

SWW Members:
Place an ad for your book with cover art
and a blurb of 50-60 words.

$10/month or $25/three months
Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,
swwsage@swcp.com

Business Plans for Writers
by Fred A. Aiken
What is a Business Plan? It is a plan to operate your writing business. You are either writing as a hobby or
as a profession. The difference is not trivial. If you are writing as a hobby, then you can only deduct your writing expenses to the extent that you have earned income from your hobby. But if you are in the business of
writing, the tax laws permit you to deduct the entire amount of expenses regardless of the amount of income
you have received.
The Business of Writing will teach you to create your own unique business plan In this class, the participants
will:
Learn the IRS requirements for a professional writer to deduct his/her writing related expenses from their
income tax.
Construct a Business Plan for their writing business.
Discuss the record keeping requirements.
See next page for the detailed agenda for each class period
Discover the myriad of legal tax deductions for professional writers
Sunday Afternoons 2-4:30pm June 8th, 15th and 29th.
Location SWW Offices Cost $140 for SWW Members (Tax Deductible!)

Fred Aiken has been a member of SWW since 1996 and has served on the
SWW board. He is an award-winning professional writer, appearing in such
magazines as Guideposts and Angels-on-Earth. He has been active in several
other writing groups, such as LERA chapter of RWA, Croak and Dagger chapter of Sisters in Crime, Writers to Writers. He is a retired educator, has written
articles for the SWW Sage and has taught this class a number of times for SWW.
Workshop and Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours,
participant receives no refund or class. For multi-session
classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our
instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.

You can’t wait for Inspiration...you
have to go after it with a club.
——Jack London

SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

 Query letters
 Synopses
 Articles
 Essays
 Nonfiction books
 Book proposals
 Short Stories

 Mainstream/literary fiction
 Genre fiction
 Children’s
 Middle-grade
 Young Adult
 Screenplays/stageplays
 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.
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Who’s There?
Inviting Vivid Characters, Seeing Through Their Eyes
WITH BETSY JAMES
8 class Sessions: June 11, 18, 25 and July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Wednesdays, 5:45 to 7:45 pm
$320 members, $370 non-members
Class is Limited to 10 students, please sign up early.

Ann Tyler said she became a novelist “because I refused to have only one life.” How do you invite the character who
won’t be ignored, who drives you to assume their life and build for them a world of words? It’s what writers live for—
and there are ways to make it happen more often. Join author Betsy James for eight weeks of assignments designed to
find your characters and set them in motion. Each will be a maximum of 1000 words, followed by respectful peer critique, a mini-lesson and professional-level editorial feedback.
Betsy James is the author and illustrator of sixteen books for adults and children. Among other honors, her books
have been named: New York Public Library Best Book for Teens; Voices of Youth Advocates Best Book; Junior Library Guild Selection; Canadian Children’s Book Center Best Book; International Reading Association Children’s
Choice; and Tiptree Award Honor Book. She leads workshops nationally, in Zuni Pueblo and in New Mexico public
schools. She lives in the North Valley.
To register, call the SWW Office (505-830-6034) or sign up at a monthly meeting.

The Sage Writer’s Challenge
June is Romance!
Throughout this month’s Sage you will see stories and poems by SWW authors focusing
on their versions of Romance.
Fred Aiken brings us the first touch of a new relationship, Mary Beth Dorsey celebrates a long term relationship in poetry, Terry Civello gets steamy and Dino Leyba has
some advise for men!

The Sage Writer’s Challenge
July Challenge—Independence Day!
For next month send me some stories about Independence Day—
they can be fictional or memoir. 400 words maximum, Times New
Roman Font, 11pt—single spaced or typed into the body of the
email. Artists can send pictures with or without a story (300dpi,
jpeg please)
Stories must be received by June 20 at swwsage@swcp.com.

8 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * June 2014

THE CHOSEN ONE
by Fred A. Aiken

THE LAST HEIR (Minotaur), the third
installment in Chuck Greaves' awardwinning series of Jack MacTaggart legal mysteries, will be in bookstores on
June 24. Chuck will be reading and
signing THE LAST HEIR, a murder
mystery set in California wine country, at Collected Works in Santa Fe on Thursday, June
26 at 6:00, and he will be our featured speaker at the
SWW membership meeting on Saturday, July 5.
Irene Blea will present "Writing a Trilogy: Why One
Book Was Not Enough," at the Writers2Writers 6:30
pm meeting on June 9, 2014, at Hastings on Montano
and Coors NW. She will define a trilogy, explore what
goes into a decision to write a trilogy, how to keep
the character 's momentum going, and finding a publisher for three books.

SWW Members Judge Colorado Contest
For a number of years, Larry Greenly has been judging the Colorado Authors' League annual contest for
free as a way to get SWW a little publicity and use
our outreach program. They had a very nice award
banquet this year and seemed particularly excited
about winning. This year, SWW members Penny Durant judged the children's category; Jean Shannon
the poetry category; and Larry judged novels, nonfiction, blogs and essays.

Susan Cooper’s new book, Football Facts for Females, or If You
Can’t Beat ‘Em, Join ‘Em, is
arousing interest in this sport
from women and men alike. It
explores all the information you
need to know to talk about the
game with football fans. It even
has received a testimonial from
Joe Theismann! Available from
Amazon, Rock Star Publishing,
and footballfactsfor
females.com.

Alexander stood near the tailgate of the reconfigured
delivery truck that carried the twenty members of
Grove College’s Outing Club to the Inter-Collegiate
Outing Club Association (IOCA) annual conference
weekend at Wilson College. Except for the driver and
the navigator, the other eighteen were in the cargo
compartment sitting on mattresses or standing at the
rear tailgate.
Alexander spoke with his roommate of four years,
Donald, and watched the scenery along US 30 pass by.
Two underclass girls, Elaina and Susan, stood to their
right. The quartet swayed as the truck gently rocked
back and forth.
Donald looked Alexander in the eyes, saying “Do you
think those coeds from the Seven Sisters will be
friendly with us woodmen from across the Allegheny
Mountains?”
“Don’t worry, roomie, they’ll take to us like bears to
honey. Those ivy leaguers don’t stand a chance.”
“I hope that the Dartmouth College Club will share
some of their ‘cave rescue’ techniques with us. They
have quite a reputation with the coeds.”
“You’re just nervous since you haven’t had a date
since December.”
“Neither did you, Alexander. You’re nervous around
girls. Let’s face it. You dated that tall brunette during
freshman year and broke up with her simply because
she wanted to kiss you in the passion pit.”
“I had good reason for that, my friend. She said that
all she was in school for was to get an MRS degree and
I had four years of engineering studies staring me in
the face. I wasn’t ready for that type of relationship.”
“Are you now?”
“If the right girl came along.”
The truck hit a pothole, bouncing the rear of the
truck. Those standing at the tailgate gripped the handrail tighter. No one said anything. Alexander kept
watching the scenery, thinking about Donald’s question.
He felt warm flesh against his right hand as fingers
interlaced his. A tingle of electricity coursed up his
arm along with a feeling of trembling. He glanced to
his right. Elaina stood wide-eyed looking at him, blue
eyes midst a saucer of white. He glanced traveling
from his clutched hand up her curvaceous body to
look at her delicate white face framed by light brown
shoulder-length hair. He heard her soft breathing.
He smiled. She smiled. Alexander turned back to
watch the scenery, still holding her hand. “What a
lucky guy I am to be the Chosen One.”
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TRUE GRIST
By Olive Balla
Hoping to get published before the much-hyped apocalypse, I’ve spent years searching for an agent. But lacking an already-famous name and not into kiss-the-senator
-and-tell writing, my attempts have thus far been met
with variations on the standard “Thanks but no thanks.”
While I’ve been unwilling to go the self-pub route
(although I know some folks who’ve done well at it), I
want to first exhaust the standard route. As a result, frustration and I have become old friends. Then a twicepublished friend suggested I do two things: grow a hard
exoskeleton, and check into small and indie publishers.
I’d been so focused on Big Pub, I’d forgotten about the
other guys. Excitement sizzled across my bedraggled
writer’s synapses. I Googled “list of small publishers.”
The results sent me soaring to the heights of optimism.
Hundreds – no, thousands of small, independent, and university publishers popped up on one listing alone.
Working through the list was going to take some time,
but I couldn’t sleep until I’d at least done some preliminary work. I made a pot of coffee and began my quest
with the listing that called itself “The best online guide to
independent & university book publishers.” Publisher
after publisher welcomed poetry, chapbooks, and nonfiction. Although I’m sure there is a thriving niche for poetry – I love me some Emily Dickinson – it’s not my thing.
And I couldn’t write nonfiction even if the gods of writing themselves commanded me to do so.
Happy to find several of the publishers also accept fiction, I took a deep breath and soldiered on. Most were
looking for short stories or anthologies. The few who did
accept manuscripts tended toward literary works. Words
like fine literature and historical bulldozed their way
across my monitor. Although I enjoy thought-provoking
musings as much as the next person, I can’t write in those
genres. And bummer of bummers, not even one publisher
on this list was looking for paranormal suspense – my
genre.
The second site I reviewed was entitled “The Top 101
Independent Book Publishers.” This list excludes all nonprofit publishers, but had links to dependent publishers,
the Independent Book Publishers Hall of Fame, and the
Independent Publishers Bestseller List. However, of the
few that accepted fiction, several stipulated they’d only
accept agented submissions. Some links were broken.
The next list was offered by Poets & Writers magazine
(one of the best subscription decisions I’ve made to date),
which proclaims its database of small publishers is just
the ticket. The good news about this list was that roughly
one hundred small publishers were identified along with
their contact information, their book types, genres and
sub-genres, etc. I spent the next couple of hours thumb10 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * June 2014

ing through the links.
Then I Googled “Predators and Editors” - a website offering feedback from writers and other resources about
what appeared to be every publisher known to man. Details about pending lawsuits, crummy contracts, and dissatisfied writers offered a heads-up to the wary writer. Many
publishers were listed as Recommended or Highly recommended, while others as Highly not recommended. I bookmarked the page and turned off my computer.
With rekindled hope and promising to start working my
way down the alphabetized list first thing in the morning, I
went to bed. Because I’m hoping someone, somewhere is
going to want to read what I have to say.
Olive Balla is a retired educator
and professional musician who
lives in Los Lunas, New Mexico with
her husband Victor and their puppy
HalfNote. Ms. Balla has authored
one suspense novel entitled An Arm
And A Leg, and is nearing completion on a second. The first chapter
of An Arm And A Leg is posted on
her website at www.omballa.com.

The Storyteller’s Anthology, written by members of the SouthWest Writers,
allows the public to know the
high level of talent SWW offers . If you know someone
who is thinking of of becoming
a writer, but who can use moral
and professional support , give
them a copy and let them see
how working with SWW members can help them launch a new
career. It is also a great gift for
YOUR local library or school!
The Storyteller’s Anthology is available on Amazon.
Click on the link below.

Help Support SouthWest
Writers
SWW receives a commission on
books ordered via this link to
Amazon.

This Odd Calling: Creativity and the Writing Life
by Betsy James

Illustration by Betsy James

Words and the River

You’ll overdo it. No worries; you’ll fix it in rewrite,
when you take a step back and read quickly what you
wrote slowly. That’s when you’ll identify that underlying
flow—the plot—and clear away what encumbers it so it
can run free.
Stories are about change like a river: about how we
journey on, get stuck, get unstuck, despair, discover, confront, calm down, and stumble toward the next change.
Plot is a code word for this dynamic process. And whether we love it, fear it, deny it, or ride singing over its
dreadful waterfalls, we're all experienced in change.
I like what the Chinese-American author Gish Jen says,
that stories begin with rich predicaments. "If you set up A
and B right, then C will happen by itself."
Life is a vast, onward-flowing river. We know it in our
bodies and psyches. Stories’ messy, immediate first drafts
catch its living movement; only later do we shape that
first intuitive dance into “plot.”
#
Betsy James is the author and illustrator of 16
books for young adults and children. Visit her on
the web at www.listeningatthegate.com and
www.betsyjames.com

Q: How do I plan the plot of my story?
A: Don't.
At least at first.

Don’t get your knickers in a twist and overthink. Muse a
bit about background, characters, the "how." Then jump
off the end of the dock: let your subconscious have at it.
Just write. Books are written in the rewrite, not in the first
draft.
All writers must deal with the fact that prose is written
slowly, but read fast. This is why revision requires drastic
cutting. As we muddle and grope through a first draft our
writing gets word-heavy.
Poetry, now—poetry is designed to be word-heavy, to
slow the reader down and make sure the words are felt.
But a novel written in poetry is like a six-course meal of
fudge and fruitcake. Though it's increasingly common to
see novels in free verse—for example, Make Lemonade
by Virginia Euwer Wolff—these use a narrative style that
isn’t poetically dense.
In story the intent isn't to showcase the words but to
design a flowing structure that leads the reader, vicariously, through human change. But in a first draft that flow
hasn’t been defined and refined yet. Anything goes. If it
works for you to kill your villain in emo slo-mo or detail
the neurosis of the vicar’s goldfish, go for it; you never
know what good stuff your subconscious may turn up,
what strange roads it may lead you down if you’re willing
to follow.

WRITERS WANTED
For Chinook Spirit Children’s Academy
Writing Workshop

Chinook Spirit Children’s Academy is looking for guest
writers to volunteer for a summer Writing Workshop.
There will be two sessions: June 16-20 and July 7-11.
Writers are welcome to join the workshops as writers—
you are not required to teach or “be on display.” The gentle philosophy of Summer Writing Camp at Chinook
Spirit Children’s Academy is that writing is as natural as
speaking. Children speak to be heard, and their writing is
an extension of their voice.
To get involved, contact Holly Wu
at: holly@chinookspirit.org
573-1692
More information on the workshop can be found at:
Chinookspirit.org/summer-writing-camp/
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What does SouthWest Writers
Want to Be?

ence—at a reasonable registration fee—than spend its
money—money provided by its members—on overhead.

An Insight by board member Andy Mayo
One answer is an association of local writers who meet
twice a month for fellowship, to share experiences, talk
about their writing, and listen to a speaker. Another answer
is an organization dedicated to encouraging writers by offering an expanded range of services through the Internet as
well as at monthly meetings in order to reduce program
prices by spreading costs over a larger membership base.
Today, the answer to the question—What does SWW
want to be?—is decisive because the organization’s financial situation will not permit it to continue as it is. SWW
must either grow in order to increase revenue, or shrink in
order to reduce costs.
SWW has managed to put some money in the bank three
out of the last eight years. Three other years were a loss and
two years were break-even (less than a $500 surplus). Over
those eight years, overhead costs averaged $39,660 while
membership fees plus net income from programs averaged
$36,977. In other words, on average, SWW has operated at
an annual loss of $2,683.
Over the last eight years overhead—wages, office rent,
insurance, and so forth—has averaged more than 50 percent above what the organization received through membership fees ($39,660 vs. $25,977). That means programs—classes, workshops, the annual contest—must pick
up the remaining overhead as well as cover the cost of the
program, such as paying for instructors, judges, and so
forth.
The problem with this approach is that the programs—
classes, workshops, the annual contest—have become more
expensive to members and non-members alike. If SWW’s
mission is to encourage writers, having high prices for activities that assist and encourage writers is counterproductive. Only if overhead cost can be reduced can program prices come down.
I spent 39 years in business, much of it managing departments and business units for both public and private corporations. If the answer to the question—What does SWW
want to be?—is to grow by expanding services and membership, then all my experience tells me that SWW’s challenge is to have its staff and volunteers work smarter, not
harder.
Kathy Kitts, by overseeing the launch of our new website, has given SWW a major opportunity to work smarter.
Our next step should be allocating our limited resources to
improve member benefits, which in turn will lead to an increase in membership and greater financial stability. We
can do this by reducing the time and money spent on administrative tasks.
This issue of efficiency is no abstraction. I’m sure most
of our members would rather have SWW host a confer12 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * June 2014

ETERNITY
From all our
yesterdays
side by side,
to all our tomorrows
by you I’ll
abide.
Our lives entwined
for all to
see,
I am for you
As you are for
me.
Our love goes on
Throughout our
days.
You show me so
In many
ways.
I wish that I could
always do
all those loving things for
you.
That we will now
go on and on
connected by
our love, our
bond.
From all our
yesterdays
side by side,
to all our tomorrows
by you I’ll
abide.
Mary Elizabeth Dorsey

Quirky Writing Contest Opens
to Writers Everywhere
It’s Called the Sledgehammer!
You have a deadline of just under two days. A scavenger hunt with clues hidden on various websites. Maybe a
stop at a coffee shop for a quick fix before returning to
the keyboard again, because the clock is ticking. For 36
hours, writers gather clues, collaborate and race the
clock in the hopes of taking home a prize at the annual
Sledgehammer 36-Hour Writing Contest. Now in its seventh year, the competition has expanded beyond its Portland, Oregon, roots and welcomes writers everywhere
with an online option.
Sledgehammer has several elements that make it
unique. It starts at noon on Saturday, July 26 with a scavenger hunt. This treasure adventure not only supplies
writers with prompts to include in their stories, but it also
puts writers in touch with contest sponsors. Working
individually or in teams, the writers craft a short story
using these found clues within 36 hours. Stories are due
by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, July 27. Then they’re judged
by a team of professionals, including this year’s celebrity
judge, Ariel Gore, author of The End of Eve and All the
Pretty People: Tales of Carob, Shame, and Barbie-Envy.
Sledgehammer stories are judged in six categories—
Team, Individual, Youth, Readers’ Choice, Judge’s
Choice and Out-of-Towners—and winning writers amass
prize packages collectively worth over $25,000, including a handmade golden sledgehammer trophy.
“The contest is a lot of fun for both writers and judges,” said Ali McCart, director of the contest. “It’s
changed over the years, and we’re really happy to be offering the online version to writers everywhere now.
Sponsors include publishers donating books, agents
and writers offering their time and expertise, editors
and designers giving free services, and memberships
to various writing communities.
As amazing as the prize package can be, winners
usually say the experience is the ultimate prize. “I had
a great time doing the Sledgehammer last year,” said
2013 Out-Of-Towner Award Winner Kellie Doherty.
“I wanted to challenge myself, and the time limits and
prompts certainly did that. The highlight for me had to
be the two-o’clock-in-the-morning revelation about
my character—one second I had nothing; the next,
three pages worth!”
The 36-hour challenge will take place Saturday and
Sunday, July 26–27, 2014. Preregistration ($40 for
adults, $10 for ages 11–17, and $5 for ages 10 and under) will open in June. Visit
www.sledgehammercontest.com or contact McCart
for more details.

Caroline LeBlanc, Writer in Residence for The Museum of
the American Military Family is pleased to announce that
the Summer 2014 exhibit Sacrifice and Service: The American Military Family, will run from May 26th to August 31,
2014 at the National Museum of Nuclear Science and History, Albuquerque. Over the course of the exhibition, there
will be several special events, including author
book readings, as well as film viewings, with filmmakers in
attendance. On July 4th, there will be a special Poetry &
Spoken Word event entitled, 4 Voices on the 4th. All special
events are included in regular museum admission
price. More information about the exhibit and special
events, including dates & times, can be found at http://
americanmilitaryfamilymuseum.wordpress.com/.
The Aesthetica Creative Writing Award is open for entries,
presenting a fantastic opportunity for established and emerging
writers to showcase their poetry and short fiction to an international audience.
Prizes include publication in the Aesthetica Creative Writing
Annual, a compelling anthology of new writing loved by audiences internationally; £500 prize money for each category winner; editorial coverage for a selection of finalists on the Aesthetica Blog and a selection of books.
Entry is £10 and the deadline to submit is 31 August 2014. One
entry permits the submission of two works into
any one category. Fiction entries should be no more than 2,000
words each and poetry entries should be no more than 40 lines
each. Both short fiction and poetry entries should be written in
English. Submissions previously published elsewhere are accepted.
For
more
information
and
to
enter
visit
www.aestheticamagazine.com/creativewriting.
An author in Santa Fe, Mercedes Kirkel, is moving and and
trying to "lighten her load." As part of that, she’s selling 60
new, high quality, padded mailers that are perfect for mailing
books. Dimensions are 10-1/2" x 16". All for $25 or groups of
10 for $5. Anyone interested can call 505-577-2308 or email
to info@mercedeskirkel.com.

Place Your Ad Here
Advertise your writing-related
products and services.

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40 ! 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months
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The Writing Life: The Importance of Play
By Sherri Burr
In my March 2014 column, I described former SWW
President Sue Mann as someone who “wouldn’t do anything unless it was fun,” or “if it wasn’t fun, Sue would
make it fun!” I recently read Dr. Stuart Brown’s book
Play: How it Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination,
and Invigorates the Soul, and was surprised to discover
Sue’s ideas about fun had been scientifically proven.
According to Dr. Brown, play is “a profound biological process” that “lies at the core of creativity and innovation.” His words, “Life without play is a grinding mechanical existence organized around doing the things
necessary for survival,” struck me as an appeal to writers
to find play in their work. Writing as a grinding mechanical process is not fun. The words become pedantic and
the ideas bore you and your readers. Think about the
times you’ve picked up a book in a bookstore and read
opening paragraphs with grammatically correct sentences, but missing the oomph that draws readers to keep
turning pages.
Then think about the opposite response. Consider this
opening line from Charles Johnson’s Middle Passage:
“Of all the things that drive men to sea surely the most
common is a woman.” Upon reading those words, I
wanted to know who was the man who set sail, and who
was the woman responsible for his voyage? For me,
these words inspired the idea of play: Read this book,
and embark on a journey with the characters.
When readers pick up a novel, memoir, or a self-help
book, they answer what mythologist Joseph Campbell
termed a “call to adventure” from the writer. Readers can
travel figuratively to new places when curled up with a
good book. To give their reader play experiences, writers
must create exhilarating voyages.
Dr. Brown describes characteristics of play as including “apparently purposeless (done for its own sake),”
“inherent attraction,” and “improvisational potential.” By
“apparently purposeless,” he contends play activities do
not have survival attributes, but rather they are done for
their own sake.
Think of the freedom writers have to pick projects.
While getting paid for work may be critical to survival
for those without a day job or a trust fund, most projects
are commenced solely for their inherent attraction.
Something about the topic draws the writer in. For example, when I saw the book Play on a friend’s bookshelf, I
couldn’t resist picking it up.
For writers, I believe finding the play means uncovering projects that draw you in and make you want to learn
more. If a writer begins a project while loving the subject
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but eventually finds the subject dull, he or she should
consider setting aside that project and starting something
else.
This happened with two of my book projects. I had
signed contracts to write them based upon short proposals. But the more I explored them, the further I found
them untenable for the long term. I cancelled the agreements. Now my preference is to not sell a book unless it
is complete or near conclusion. That way I know I have
the “inherent attraction” to sustain the project till the end.
Dr. Brown also postulates that play should contain elements of serendipity, or chance. New York Times bestselling author Sue Monk Kidd discovered the historical
women Sarah Grimké and her sister at a Chicago exhibit
only to return to her home in Charlotte, North Carolina,
and realize she had been driving by their home for ten
years. That’s serendipity. Intrigued by these women, she
wrote about them for four years.
When serendipity strikes, follow the trail. While on a
road trip to obtain materials for a book, I stopped in the
Wyoming town where my great-great aunt had once resided. I researched her address in the County Clerk’s office and knocked on the door of her former home. The
new owner invited me in, and I discovered she had
bought the home along with its contents, including my
relative’s furniture, silverware, linens and dishes. Because
they were in pristine condition, it was like walking into a
family history museum. Captivated, I started researching
my family history and traced ancestors to the free inhabitants of Virginia in the 1700s.
You too can find gifts through chance. Take a page
from Sue Mann’s life and make writing fun. My final advice is schedule treats after a day of writing. If you finish
your project, honor the commitment and take yourself to
the movies, a museum, or on a
long bike ride. With play on the
horizon, your productivity will
soar.
Sherri Burr, a Regents’ Professor of
Law at the University of New Mexico School of Law, teaches Entertainment Law, Intellectual Property
Law, and Art Law. A graduate of
Mount Holyoke College, Princeton,
and Yale Law School, Burr has
authored or co-authored twenty
books, including A Short and Happy Guide to Financial Well
Being (West Academic 2014).

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver

A.R. Aeby received a Bachelor of
Arts in history almost solely from
the love of stories, even nonfiction
ones. She is the author of the book
review blog Whymsy Likes Books,
where her goal is simply to share
her passion for books. But she is a
book author with the eternal hope
of becoming a published book
author. She lives in the deserts of
New Mexico with her two young
daughters and her husband of ten
years. Visit her blog at http://
whymsylikesbooks.blogspot.com.

Write Your Novel From The Middle: A New
Approach for Plotters, Pantsers and Everyone in Between by James Scott Bell
A Book Review by A.R. Aeby

My approach for this article is very different than all of
my other ones, and I blame that for my rather startling
experience. This is the first book I picked out solely to
review for this article, rather than something I found particularly interesting and directly useful for myself. When
I started Write Your Novel From The Middle I have to
admit I had very little idea what I was getting into. All I
knew was that Mr. Bell—to put it politely— was bat crap
crazy if he thought he had come up with a method all
types of fiction writers could use. But of course being a
professional reviewer I was open and ready to be very
objective on how wrong he was. Sadly for my pride it
turns out not only is his crackpot idea fully thought out
and rational, but beneficial and easy to use. That common saying about assuming comes to mind as I publically admit I was wrong on all fronts.
Mr. Bell writes a short, but impactful book advocating
what he calls a “Golden Triangle Approach”. The Golden Triangle is made up of the Mirror Moment representing the apex and is supported by Pre-story Psychology
and Transformation. The Mirror Moment occurs around
the exact middle of the book and is a moment, not a scene when the whole point of the story is summed up. The
Pre-story Psychology is obviously what led up to the
Mirror Moment and the Transformation shows the results
of the choices spurred by the Mirror Moment. The method can be used at any stage of your writing from the first
wisp of an idea to making sure your finished work is as
focused as you need it to be and any type of fiction.
In this book Mr. Bell is trying to teach the reader how
to intentionally craft the midpoint to set the tone of the
story. His explanation of this process — written in a conversational style – comes with appropriate examples and
clear steps for implementation. Along with showing how

to implement it for different writing styles he also shows
how incorporate it for different genres, themes or characters. Mr. Bell also includes lists of checkup questions to
use on your own writing to see how effectively you are
using these tools.
After the main body of the book is a tips section. This
section addresses common writing problems with examples and easy to implement strategies. While this portion
is disjointed from the main theme of the book I did find it
personally helpful to overcome my own hurtles. My work
-in-progress has hit the wall. I’m close to being finished
and basically have the ending done, but the remaining
writing to be done constantly weighs on me. Thankfully,
Mr. Bell provided some basic approaches to getting me
back on track and giving my writing forward momentum.
One of the most fundamental things he helped me remember is that I write because I enjoy it. It gives me pleasure
and satisfaction I find nowhere else. And while this might
sound silly, this reminder has helped pull me out of the
drudgery of have-to and put me back on the firm footing
of creative delight and discovery.
Mr. Bell isn’t new to writing or teaching about writing.
He is a #1 bestselling author and has taught novel writing
at Pepperdine University and numerous writers’ conferences in the U.S. Canada and Great Britain. He is a winner of the Christy Award for Excellence in Inspirational
Fiction, and was a fiction columnist for Writers Digest
magazine. He has written two books in the Writers' Digest series, Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure and Revision & Self-Editing. And most notably for our purposes
Write Your Novel From The Middle was an instant bestseller on Amazon.
Sometimes realizing you were wrong can be the best
thing in the world. While my pride took a bit of beating
during the reading of this book, I humbly admit my resolve to finish my current project has been renewed and
my writing is improved. And in the end that is greatest
endorsement I can give.
Green River Writers are holding their Seventh
Annual Memoir Writing Workshop entitled
“Turning Memory into Story" July 17-20, 2014 in
Las Vegas, New Mexico. This workshop is held at
the Plaza Hotel in historic Las Vegas, New Mexico.
Saturday evening will include a pot luck dinner at
the picturesque Carney ranch, Manzana Grande, in
Sapello Valley outside of Las Vegas. The cost of the
workshop is $300, room and board not included.

Find SouthWest
Writers on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@SW_Writers
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Interview with an SWW Author: Larry Greenly
by KL Wagoner
Larry Greenly brings a diverse background to his writing life, having been a physics teacher, a civil engineer, and a
doctor of chiropractic before beginning a career as a writer and editor over 25 years ago. His abqARTS magazine literary
section won first place in the 2009 National Federation of Press Women state competition and second place in the national competition. In 2010, his narrative biography Eugene Bullard: World's First Black Fighter Pilot (NewSouth
Books, 2013) won second place in the nonfiction book category of the SouthWest Writers International Writing Contest.
When not serving on the SWW board of directors or judging in fiery food competitions, Larry can be found tickling the
ivories at Chez Axel Restaurant in Albuquerque.
Give us your elevator pitch for Eugene Bullard: World’s First Black Fighter Pilot.
It’s the story of Georgia-born Eugene Bullard who fought in the Lafayette Flying Corps in WWI, but was not allowed to
fly for his own country because of the color of his skin. A hero in France, he’s virtually unknown in this country.
What do you hope readers will take away from your book?
First, I’d like readers to experience what an amazing man Eugene Bullard was. His exploits and dogged perseverance in
spite of never-ending racial discrimination are enough to make anyone’s jaw drop. Second, but no less important, I’d like
readers to know how insidious and stupid racial discrimination is. It makes this country hypocritical to
proclaim “all men are created equal” and then make minorities less equal even if it hurts this country’s
own self-interest. Take, for example, this letter:
Dear Sir: Through the most unfortunate circumstances, your application was allowed to be completed because of our ignorance of your race. At the present time the United States Army is not training
any except members of the White race for duty as pilots of military aircraft. ~ U.S. Air Corps letter,
1940
Not long afterward, the Tuskegee Airmen black fighter squadron was formed. Nicknamed the “Red
Tails,” they performed heroically. And many bomber crews owe their lives to those skilled and daring
pilots. Nevertheless, racial discrimination in the United States kept the squadron segregated from the
rest of the Air Corps. The Red Tails were even filmed only in black and white, while other squadrons
were filmed in color.
What unique challenges did this work pose for you?
The most frustrating aspect was getting agents and editors to read my manuscript or even understand the point of my
book. The response I hated most was, “Never heard of him.” Did they want me to write another book about Abe Lincoln? But I believed in my book and felt it was “pearls before swine” for those kinds of people. Ultimately, I took a lesson from Eugene Bullard himself and persevered. I knew someday someone would publish my book. But I didn’t realize
it would take three years to find a publisher and two more years to get the book into print.
What was the most rewarding aspect of putting Eugene Bullard together?
When I was writing the book, I was totally immersed and living it in my head. At the time it was like living in two universes. I gained a new appreciation of WWI and how nasty it really was. My real goal of having Eugene Bullard recognized by his own country is finally being reached. I even nominated him for a U.S. postage stamp; I’m crossing my fingers as the 100th anniversary of WWI starts this summer.
What are you most happy with, and what do you struggle with most, in your writing?
My biggest struggle is facing a blank page and somehow writing down all the ideas and data swirling around in my head
in some semblance of order. But once I have a first draft, I’m able to edit fearlessly and not fret about it. Chop, chop,
chop.
Looking back to the beginning of your writing career, what do you know now that you wished you’d known then?
Is there anything you would have done differently?
Like most writers, I always felt “I could write a better book than that.” Rather late in life, I got a chance to co-author a
medical piece for a professional journal. The writing bug bit. I read everything I could about the art of writing, and soon
afterward I was on the editorial board of that journal. I continued writing magazine articles on myriad topics (I figured if
I was interested in something, someone else would be, too). Probably the only things I would change would be to write a
book sooner and pursue the overall craft of writing much earlier.
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Greenly interview (continued)
How has the creativity and discipline you employ as a
musician (or music itself) helped you in your writing
journey?
I think of writing and music as complementary opposites: left brain for writing and right brain for music, although good writing has a rhythm, just like music. After
writing for a while, I take a break and tickle the ivories
to recharge my mental batteries. I sincerely believe that
reading music has helped me in rapidly reading and sifting through research. Piano music requires you to read
and instantly interpret music for both hands, even looking at notes that are ahead.
What advice do you have for discouraged writers?
Discouragement is part of the writing game. So is perseverance. And perseverance will eventually win (think
Thomas Edison). My advice:
 Keep honing your craft.
 Join a critique group and learn to take criticism; after
all, they’re readers, and writers need readers.
 Realize your writing isn’t sacred and not to be
changed in any way; remember, you can’t see mistakes in your own writing—you’re too close.
 Don’t give up.
KL Wagoner (writing as Cate Macabe) is the author of
This New Mountain: a memoir of AJ Jackson, private
investigator, repossessor, and grandmother. She blogs
about writing memoir at www.ThisNewMountain.com/
blog and has a new blog devoted to speculative fiction at
http://klwagoner.wordpress.com/.

Welcome New
Southwest Writer’s Members!
Larry Baer
Virgil Alexander
Kate J. Kuligowski
Naomi Kern
Sharleen Daugherty
Fern Nita Kelly
Gwen T. Samuels

A Man’s Guide to a
Meaningful Relationship
By Dino Leyba
Always get her a birthday gift, even if she says she has
everything.
Be available for dinner; make it a special time with her
each day.
Call when we say you will.
Don’t be late.
Every invite is special; make it a point to dress well and
show up.
Forget the past when its presence will ruin the moment.
Give compliments with sincerity.
Have a positive attitude, make being with you an enjoyable experience.
Indulge her with thoughtfulness; prepare a private bath
for her.
Just be yourself, don’t lie.
Keep her secrets.
Love at every opportunity. Relationships require it to survive.
Money is important, save some, and then spend some lavishly on her.
Nobody wants to be with someone who is interested in
someone else. Be faithful.
Oppose injustice always.
Prepare for every occasion you spend with her, make
them memorable for her.
Quiet time is important. Take time just to be together.
Reserve a table for two on her birthday and other special
occasions.
See that she gets the best seat in the house.
Talk about interesting topics.
Use your manners. Your mother taught them to you for a
reason.
Verbalize your love for her.
Watch your criticism; be kind with your words.
X marks the spot; treasure her always.
You cannot find her in a crowded room unless you realize
you have lost sight of her. Be mindful.
Zealousness will add to your uniqueness. Make your life
and relationship meaningful.
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2014 Student Scholarship Application
SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students for one-year scholarship memberships
in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or college. If you know a student with the interest and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete this
application and mail to the address at the bottom of the form.
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail: ___________________________ Phone: ____________________________________
Current School: ________________________________________________________________
Current Level: _________________________________________________________________
Area(s) of Interest: ______________________________________________________________
(In 250 words or less tell us why you would like to be a student member of Southwest Writers):
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Recommended by: ______________________________________________________________________
Contact (phone/e-mail): __________________________________________________________________

Send this application to SouthWest Writers, 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM 87110
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