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The present and future members of the SWW Executive Officers. Left to Right: 2015 President Rob Spiegal, 2014 President Lee
Higbie, 2014 Vice President Peg Herrington, 2014 Secretary Andy Mayo, 2015 Treasurer Edith Greenly, 2014 Treasurer Dino Leyba. Not pictured: 2015 Vice President Bob Gassaway, 2015 Secretary Kathy Wagoner

2015 SWW Executive Officers Elected
The SWW meeting on Saturday, October 4th was
unique in many ways. The election of the 2015 Executive Officers prompted many SWW members
who had not been to a meeting for a long time to
make an appearance.
It is unusual for a small non-profit group to have
multiple candidates for board positions, and the
campaigning was lively. Now that the results have
been tallied and were announced at the meeting,
there is a transition period before the new board
will officially take over their responsibilities in January. The 2014 and 2015 Executive Officers are
named in the picture above.
As of the October monthly board meeting, the current president, Lee Higbie invited all the new Officers to attend to facilitate continuity in the governing
of the organization.

The October 4th meeting brought in a lot of old faces
we haven’t seen recently, including LelaBelle Wolfert
(The Queen of Everything) and Charlie Powell

President’s Letter

by Lee Higbie

Changing our meeting site has been suggested every few months for at least a couple of years and
it’s happened again. In the past, the choice was not particularly clear because of the cost savings were
approximately nil. A new offer has been brought in by Alisa Valdez from the City of Albuquerque.
This option, the South Broadway Cultural Center, looks clearly better than others for several reasons:











At 1025 S Broadway, the SBCC is more accessible by bus, from UNM, and from the Rail Runner
The proposed rent is nil and the city would cover some of our insurance needs
They have two meeting rooms: the multi-purpose room seats 140 and is partitionable; the auditorium seats about
350. With this size and flexibility, SBCC appears to be a good location for meetings, readings and conferences.
The City would like SWW to be its premier writers’ group so we would be encouraged to have regular readings. I
hope the support this gives to published authors will improve our usefulness to them. We are planning our first
SBCC Reading for 10:00 on Saturday morning of 15 November.
There is a kitchen with an industrial size coffee maker. Sorry tea-drinkers, I don’t see a big improvement for you.
The downsides that I can think of are:
Some of us feel the area is in a dangerous neighborhood. The presence of SBCC’s full time guard and the elimination of Walter White should mitigate this concern. Call Saul for more info on protection.
Any move will be inconvenient for some people. I think the more central location will be positive for many more
than it is negative.
Food and beverages, other than water, are not allowed in the meeting rooms.

I expect the SBCC reading on 15 November will be a good time to view the facility. If you have written something
you’re proud of, whether it’s published or not, contact our Anthology editor and VP, Peggy Herrington, to see if you
can be fit in. (See Page 4 for more info) Reader or not, please come to this event. Thank you to Terry Hicks for facilitating Alisa’s meeting with the board.
Any decision on moving our regular meetings to another location will be made by the new Board. I plan to provide
President-elect Rob Spiegel time to discuss moving at the remaining meetings this year. So, send your thoughts and
comments to Rob, robspiegel@comcast.net.
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates
Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page requests every month.
Business card size: $20 1/4 page, vertical: $40 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 1st of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.
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Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers
Individual: $70 ($65 renewal if paid two months in advance)
Student: 18 and over, $40; under 18, $25
Requires proof of student status
Outside U.S.: $75, Lifetime Membership: $750
Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com
Join us first Saturday, 10 am-Noon and third Tuesday, 7-9 pm
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE,
Albuquerque, New Mexico

SouthWest Writers
Monthly Meetings
are held at

New Life Presbyterian Church

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors
of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit,
tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.
Subscription is a benefit of membership.

President Lee Higbie
Lee@Seki.com
Vice-President Peggy Herrington
swwvicepresident@gmail.com
Secretary Andy Mayo
swwSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Dino Leyba
DLeyba@asrt.org
Class & Workshop Coordinator
swwClasses@gmail.com
Contest Chair Andy Mayo
swwContest@gmail.com
Fundraising Peggy Herrington
peg@msn.com
Class Coordinator Larry Greenly
swwriters@juno.com
Member-at-Large Bob Kidera
bkidera@comcast.net
Membership Cynthia Boyd
St.Boyd@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor
Rose Marie Kern
swwSage@swcp.com
Public Relations Unfilled
Volunteer Coordinator Betty Higbie
Betty@Seki.com
Co-Webmasters
Kathy Kitts
kkitts@kkitts.net
Kathy Wagoner
justwritesww@gmail.com
AV/Slideshow Kimberly Mitchell
KimberlyMitchell56@gmail.com
E-lert Mistress Gail Rubin
Gail_Rubin@comcast.net

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034
e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
Articles are copyright © 2014 by author.
Facts, views and opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the viewpoints
or opinions of SouthWest Writers.
SWW does not necessarily
endorse the advertisers.

5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034.
To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meetings or register
online at www.southwestwriters.com.
Meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10am to noon,
and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm. All SWW members
are encouraged to come together in celebration of the art of writing. Each
meeting many members announce their recent successes and have an opportunity to network with other writers. Most meetings feature prominent speakers who bring their expertise in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and many other topics of interest to those in the profession.
After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag session is held
to provide members with training in a variety of areas.
Members may attend all sessions free of charge, visitors are charged
$10 per meeting.

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing
on all aspects of researching, writing, and publishing any genre. See past
issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to
the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submisstions as either standard text in an email or in a
word document with Times New Roman or calibri font in 11pt. Size. Do
not get fancy with any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me
to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.
Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor,
swwsage@swcp.com.

Workshop and Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out
to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours,
participant receives no refund or class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you
receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.
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Sell your books for FREE at the
Balloon Museum
Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair

A First!
Premiere SWW Reading at the
South Broadway Cultural Center
You’ll definitely hear more about SWW’s exciting invitation from the South Broadway Cultural Center (SBCC)
to help create a city-wide literacy center at that beautiful
installation.
Celebrating that possibility, members are invited to participate in the Premiere SWW Reading at the SBCC on
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 10 AM. There’s plenty of off-street
parking behind the building, and entrance is free. Everyone is welcome to attend.
SWW members are invited to participate by reading
their fiction, non-fiction or poetry, published or not, as
long as it is family-friendly. If you read from a published
work, Bookworks will stock copies of it at the Reading,
provided time permits. The StoryTeller’s Anthology will
be available there as well.
Readings will be ten minutes maximum in length, limited to two poems by the same author. Please rehearse to
make sure you won’t be hauled off-stage by a large hook.
Apply to read at this event by sending email to VP Peg
Herrington at peg@msn.com before midnight, Wednesday November 5. Please state the following in your message:
 Your name
 A brief bio (200 words max)
 What type of family-friendly material you plan to
read: fiction, non-fiction, poetry
 Describe or name what you plan to read and give approximate word count. If published, include the ISBN
 Any other pertinent information
All applicants will receive email responses stating
whether or not they are accepted.
Plan to attend! This Reading is the first event SWW
will sponsor at the SBCC. It could be a landmark, bragging-rights event. The SBCC is located at 1025 Broadway Blvd. SE, Albuquerque, NM 87102, 505-848-1320.
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SWW has reserved a table at the Balloon Museum Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair on Sunday, November 16. SWW
members who want to sell their books at that table during
1.5 hour shifts at no charge must apply by email to VP
Peg Herrington at peg@msn.com as soon as possible.
The Storyteller’s Anthology will be sold from the center
of the 6’ table. Spaces for ten SWW member authors, one
at each end of the table, are available during 1.5 hour
shifts: 9 to 10:30 AM, 10:30 to Noon, Noon to 1:30 PM,
1:30 to 3 PM, and 3 to 4:30 PM.
Entrance to the Balloon Museum and parking are FREE
ONLY until 1 PM.
Member authors wishing to participate must send email
to VP Peg Herrington ASAP stating the name(s) of the
book(s) you will bring and your preferred 1.5 hour shift as
stated above. Email deadline for requests is midnight,
Monday, November 10th. Sooner is better.
Approved SWW member authors will receive email notification including their time slot. We cannot promise your
preferred time will be available and names will be drawn
should more than ten members apply. Join other SWW
authors! We’ll have lots of fun!

Guest Speakers and Topics at SWW Meetings
Members are free, Guests $10

Saturday, Nov 1st Meeting Presentation

Tuesday, November 18

The Future of Book Publishing
The Internet has had an enormous impact on the entire book industry. Forces at work include eBooks,
print-on-demand, the digital scanning of entire libraries and conversion of books into other electronic
formats—not to mention Amazon. All while book
sales, the basis of the industry’s future, are eroding.
When adjusted for inflation, the average annual
household spending on books fell 14percent between 1985 and 2005.
Six local book stores have been invited to participate in a panel discussion on The Future of Book Publishing. They include Barnes & Noble, Bookworks,
Hastings, Page 1 Books, Treasure House and UNM
Campus Books.
Topics
 Can book stores
survive Amazon?
 How should authors interpret
the changes in
this industry:
for better or worse?
 Are print books on their way out?
 How could book stores sell electronic and selfpublished books?
 Ways local authors can support local book stores
(beyond buying books)
 How local books stores can better support local
authors
 How to improve book signings

Brown Bag Session
National Novel Writing Month
NaNoWriMo is an annual (November) novel writing
project that brings together professional and amateur writers from all over the world. SWW Board
member Kathy Kitts has performed this seeming mirace and after the meeting on Saturday, November 1,
Kathy will walk you through how to sign up and participate in this exciting challenge!

“Are We There Yet?”
Sarah H. Baker
When someone asks you what
you do, when are you allowed to tell them you’re a
writer? Is there some magic point in your career that
makes you a professional?
Join Sarah H. Baker, author of 20 published novels
and more than a dozen shorter works, for a lively discussion of what makes a writer “professional.” Sarah
will share her experiences from thirteen years as a published author and talk about some of the lessons she has
learned from other writers along the way.

Saturday, December 6

Robin Cutler
Independent Publishing 101:
What You Need to Know to Be Successful at Publishing
Your Own Work

Are you an independent publisher looking for a
comprehensive and relevant roadmap to follow to
bring your book idea to life? Are you looking for an
easy-to-use, proven publishing
solution that’s low cost and
provides worldwide physical
and digital distribution? In this
how-to workshop, industry
veteran Robin Cutler will drill
down to the basics about book
publishing and provide an
overview of IngramSpark, the newest tool available
to publishers to help bring books to market.
Robin Cutler is Independent Publisher Manager at
IngramSpark where she leads a team assisting independent publishers in making their content available to retail partners throughout the world.
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Member Successes
MY HORSE, MY SELF: LIFE LESSONS FROM TAOS HORSEWOMEN, by Susan Erlandson Washburn, was released
September 23, 2014 by Casa de Snapdragon, LLC, of Albuquerque. In this collection of intimate interviews,
eighteen passionate and self-reliant horsewomen describe the ways horses have sustained them through
trauma, forced them to discover strengths---and weaknesses---they didn’t know they had, and helped them
develop the confidence to become more truly themselves. The interviews are accompanied by photographic portraits that convey the essence of each woman’s
story and depict the stark beauty of Taos’ high desert
surroundings. Available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and Bookworks in Albuquerque.

Larry Greenly’s book EUGENE BULLARD: World’s First
Black Fighter Pilot received a Gold Medal from the
Annual Moonbeam Children's Book Awards in the Nonfiction category.

Send your successes and announcements
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at
swwsage@swcp.com.

.Prudence

Pursued

by Shirley Raye Redmond
Despite Prudence Pentyre’s
best efforts, her cousin Margaret proves reluctant to accept
Sir James Brownell’s marriage
proposal, and fears being
“bovinised” if she undergoes
the controversial cowpox vaccination he recommends.
Then Prudence finds herself
smitten with the dashing baronet. What can she do?
Available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Smashwords
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Jeanne Shannon saw an article about the foods of Northern New Mexico in The Coalfield Progress—her
hometown newspaper in Norton, Virginia. The cooking
column, "Mill Creek Kitchen," frequently includes information about the wild "salat" greens and other foods her
family ate when she was growing up in southwest Virginia.
She contacted them and they asked her for a recipe and
a “food history” of her childhood. In October her recipe
for a salmon loaf was featured in their food column.
Additionally Jean has had one poem published online in
the Glint Literary Journal and two poems and a flash
fiction piece published in Cloudbank, a print journal out
of Corvallis, Oregan.

REACHING FOR AIR is Gayle Lauradunn's debut poetry collection. The book launch will be Saturday,
Nov. 8 at 3 p.m. at Bookworks on Rio Grande. All are
welcome. Gayle is scheduled for readings on Nov. 1
and 2 on Bainbridge Island in Puget Sound.

Irene Blea will be honored by her high school on Oct. 15
for her work as a scholar and author during an award
ceremony and reception. The native New Mexican's photo will be mounted on the Pueblo, Colorado,
Central High Wall of Honor. Blea has a Ph.D. from the
University of Colorado-Boulder and is the author
of university classroom textbooks, poetry, one play, several popular articles, and two historical novels.

Rose Marie Kern wrote a Murder Mystery Dinner Theater script entitled “Murder by Karaoke”. It will be performed by the Prescott Fine Arts Association as a fundraising event on January 10th, 2015.

Help Support SouthWest Writers
SWW receives a commission on books
ordered via this link to Amazon.

Critique Groups
Fiction/Nonfiction
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, enke@unm.edu
Erna Fergusson Library
Second Wed. each month,
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time
Mainstream Fiction
Online Critique Group
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com
Sci-Fi
Send name and writing experience to:
Cosmic_Connections_SF_Critique_
Group@yahoogroups.com
Suspense/Mystery
Olive Balla is looking for form a critique group for fiction.
Her genre is suspense/mystery, and she would like to
meet once or twice per month in Los Lunas, or within a
fifteen mile radius. If this sounds interesting please contact her directly. Email: ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 8655315 (Landline) (505) 550-0011 (Cell)
All Genres
The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek
moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis,
dwjkas@yahoo.com

Children’s/MG/YA
Erna Fergusson Library 3rd Saturday every month, 12:002:00 pm. To share, bring 5 copies of 5 pages max., double
-spaced
Genre, Novel Length
2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm Reviewing ready-toquery novels Lee, Lee@seki.com
Mainstream Fiction
Online Critique Group Christie
Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com
Screenwriting
Duke City Screenwriters Every other Thursday 6-9:00 pm
Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com
or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
Nonfiction
The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every other Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns hosting
Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
Looking For a Critique Group?
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the
following information and we’ll publish your request:
Name, email address, phone number, genre preference, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights, near
UNM, etc.),preference for frequency of meetings,
preferred day of the week.

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups
The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 pm,
police briefing room at James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Substation. www.croak-and-dagger.com/
The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek moderate, all genres welcome. North Domingo
Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor.
Mondays,
1:30-3:30
pm.
Contact
Dennis:
dwjkas@yahoo.com
Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique
group meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, San
Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . Bring five
copies of five pages, double-spaced, to share.

Duke City Screenwriters:
Meets every other Thursday
6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!
Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or
Marc Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com
SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm,
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center . Short
workshops/discussions. Pre-schmooze dinner, Flying
Star,
Wyoming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm.
schmooze@scbwi-nm.org
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Know your most effective listening style. A 16year-old may believe ear buds and checking
text messages is his or her best listening style.
For most of us a quieter environment and fewer devices encourage the attributes that make
for best of listening experiences.

HOW TO LISTEN
by Roy Bowen
Listening, true listening is becoming a lost art. Not only
is there is more to listen to in today’s marketplace but
many of us have reduced attention spans and have become “lazy listeners.”
There are ways we can all be more effective listeners
and also respectful to the speakers who are sharing
their knowledge with us.
Select seating with a clear sight line to the speaker
to encourage your strongest focus.
If your hearing has lessened or there is outside
noise move to a front seat for a satisfying listening experience.
Bring notebook and pen for the notes that are important to you. Making notes is one way to add
to the focus of an effective listener.
A Mother’s Story is an intimate portrait of family
addiction. When Angie’s illness became apparent, Maggie
jumped into a recovery program. The subsequent thirteen
years have been a poignant
redemption journey, as she
has claimed recovery for herself even as her daughter
struggles. “She shows us
that in this illness, there is
no sideline to stand on for
observation. We are all
within the circle, and we are
each responsible for our own
happiness.” Merimee Moffitt, Making Little
Edens Available at Amazon.

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
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A luncheon is not the time to make out your shopping list or outline the next chapter of your
book.
We do not always know who we will sit next to at
the table. If your table mate likes to crosstalk it
may be helpful to turn your chair or you can
quietly say “we can talk after the program.”
The speaker can support active listening by coming early to check sound system and any media equipment. If these do not work, there is
no listening.
We come to a talk to learn. At the next writer’s gathering you can best learn by giving attention to your listening style.
Roy Bowen coaches individuals, families, & organizations to
be healthy and effective

How to Write for Magazines:
Or How to Bag Your First Magazine Assignment
A 4-WEEK CLASS WITH MELODY GROVES
In today’s writing world, the opportunity to write for magazines is almost endless. With
over 9,000 published yearly, in addition to online magazines, the world is your oyster. But,
there are tricks to bagging an assignment.
Finding the right market, finding the right editor, finding out about the competition—all
tricks of the trade. So if you’ve got a good idea but don’t know where to go and how to
start, look no more. This class is for you.
In four short weeks we’ll cover finding your story, finding the market, tweaking the same idea for different magazines, photo requirements, and approaching an editor. And that’s just for starters.
Melody Groves has written for New Mexico Magazine, True West, Wild West, American Cowboy, Police Collector
News, Enchantment, Chronicles (on line), Albuquerque the Magazine, abqARTS and Desert Exposure.

Mondays: November 3, 10, 17, 24
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
$160 SWW members, $170 Osher members, $200 Non-members
Register online at www.southwestwriters.com or call the SWW Office (505-830-6034) or sign up at a monthly
meeting to register offline.

The Storyteller’s Anthology makes a great gift for
family and friends living
outside of New Mexico to
help them glimpse life in
the Land of Enchantment
through stories from its
residents point of view.
Available on Amazon.com, your purchase
benefits the SWW organization.

WATER DANCE
FLUX,
the only constant.
The wave
lays itself
upon the shore.
THEN…
retreats;
To be
formed and
reformed…
BROKEN,
rebuilt.
Over and over;
only to return
again to the

Place Your Ad Here
Advertise your writing-related
products and services.

SAME SANDS
Mary E. Dorsey

9/14

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40 ! 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months
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Call for Submissions
Illustration by Betsy James

Bernalillo County is looking for an illustrator for
a children’s Book. Deadline Dec.1
http://www.bernco.gov/BernCoBernieBook
Nimrod Journal, a biannual literary journal published by the University of Tulsa
Postmark Deadline: November 30, 2014
Publication Date: April 2015
Requirements: www.utulsa.edu/nimrod
Drury University—One Act Play Contest
Deadline December 1 Contact: Mick Sokol
msokol@drury.edu for more information

This Odd Calling: Creativity and the Writing
Life

24-Hour Short Story Contest
WritersWeekly.com - Quarterly contest in which
registered entrants receive a topic at start time and
have 24 hours to write a story. See website for details. WritersWeekly.com

by Betsy James

The SAGE Monthly Writing Challenge

Riffing
Both writers and artists can fall into the trap of
“trying to get my hand to make what my mind’s eye
sees.”
Nobody’s hand makes what their mind's eye sees. Or
what their body’s eye sees, either. Especially in the
early stages, writing and art aren’t about control.
They’re some goofy collusion between your eye, your
hand, and shady, undocumented drop-ins from your
subconscious. Those guys, not you, are in control.
Surrender to that klutzy bunch. The alternative is be
a control freak: painful, and you won't get what you
want anyway.
It's like turning to the band and hollering, "Take it!"
The clutch of shifty musicians riffs madly, you hope
they do good stuff but if they don't, oh well, there’s
always next Saturday night. A couple days later you
step back, listen to the cut and say, "Huh. Cool."
END

Find SouthWest
Writers on Facebook
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Follow us on Twitter
@SW_Writers

December
The Sage is requesting stories, poems and artwork
written for children about anything related to Winter. 300 Word Maximum. Single Spaced Times New
Roman or Calibri font 11pt. Artwork should be .jpg,
.gif, or .bmp. Send to swwsage@swcp.com no later
than November 20th.

Welcome New Southwest
Writer’s Members!
Myra Buteau
Deborah Green
Cheryl Hill Gordon
Frances Robinson
Aaron Stokes
Christina Allen
Emil Harper
Amy Reece

HOW TO WEB or CLUSTER
By Betty Higbie

If, to web or not to web is your question, find a
blank page, forget it's the nightmare of all writers.
Now choose a writing weapon pen, pencil or crayon, and draw an oval on the paper. Insert names until the right one for the character appears. On a clean
sheet of paper keep drawing ovals, and write all the
words that come to mind as the story web or cluster
evolves. For the main character include body build,
hair and eye color, facial expression, age, level of
education, marital relationship, temperament, number of children and names of pets. Continue on with
fears, religion, flaws, social and political views until
the character can figuratively walk off the page, a
complete person, a good guy or a villain. Using two
intersecting ovals make a Venn Diagram, handy for
determining character interactions and behaviors.

Above: David Edgerly Gates autographs his books after his
presentation at the October 4th SWW meeting.
Below: The room was packed for the October 4th meeting
with many members taking the time to come and vote for the
2015 SWW Executive Officers

There are numerous topics such as setting, theme,
plot or sensory feelings to web. Each can provide
ideas for the award winning prose or poetry. These
defining aspects of the chosen topic will save time.
Numbering the ovals of the web or cluster will facilitate outlining before the first draft for the plotter
writer. The information can be saved by scanning or
using Power Point or Draw. If computers make you
quiver, three by five file cards will be excellent storage substitutes. The cards can be used later to write
the sequel. Sources for more information on this
brainstorming process can be found on the Internet.
The web may be tangled but the end result...perhaps
a gossamer tale.
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SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

 Query letters
 Synopses
 Articles
 Essays
 Nonfiction books
 Book proposals
 Short Stories

 Mainstream/literary fiction
 Genre fiction
 Children’s
 Middle-grade
 Young Adult
 Screenplays/stageplays
 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.

SWW Members: Place an ad for your book with cover art and blurb of 50-60 words.
Only $10 per month or $25 for three months. Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.
The Friends of the Santa Fe Public Library Present:
Writing Programs for Teens and Adults

How To Tell a True Story
With writer James McGrath Morris
“How to Tell a True Story,” led by a veteran Santa Fe author, will focus on the art and craft of writing nonfiction. Specifically it will look at how to use storytelling techniques to enliven nonfiction writing. Appropriate for
persons wanting to write books, memoirs, or articles, and for students writing class papers.
Among the topics to be covered are shaping one’s story, where to begin and where to end, how to create scenes,
introduce action, develop tension, work with quotations and dialogue, and make effective use of research.
Teen Writing Program
Saturday, 11/8/14
1:00-5:00 pm
Southside Branch Library
6599 Jaguar Road

Adult Writing Program
Saturday, 11/15/14
1:00-5:00 pm
Main Library
145 Washington Avenue

James McGrath Morris is an author, columnist, and radio show host. His books include Pulitzer: A Life in Politics,
Print, and Power—which the Wall Street Journal deemed was one of the five best books on American moguls and
Booklist placed on its 2010 list of the ten best biographies—and The Rose Man of Sing Sing: A True Tale of Life,
Murder, and Redemption in the Age of Yellow Journalism, a Washington Post Best Book of the Year.
Registration is requested. Registration begins two weeks prior to each program.
For Teen program, November 8, at Southside, call 955-2820.
For the Adult Writing program, November 15, at the Main Library, 955-6781.
Free and open to the public.
Sponsored by the Santa Fe Public Library and the Friends of the Library.
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2014 Student Scholarship Application
SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students for one-year scholarship memberships
in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or college. If you know a student with the interest and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete this
application and mail to the address at the bottom of the form.
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail: ___________________________ Phone: ____________________________________
Current School: ________________________________________________________________
Current Level: _________________________________________________________________
Area(s) of Interest: ______________________________________________________________
(In 250 words or less tell us why you would like to be a student member of Southwest Writers):
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Recommended by: ______________________________________________________________________
Contact (phone/e-mail): __________________________________________________________________

Send this application to SouthWest Writers, 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM 87110
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