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APPRECIATION SHOWN TO 2014 VOLUNTEERS! 

During the December 6th meeting, SWW presented letters of appreciation 

to all those members whose ongoing and consistant donations of time and 

talents over the last year made a difference.  The outgoing board members 

were recognized, as were several individuals.   

Lee Higbie, the 2014 President gave certificates to the following people.  

Sandy Bazinet for managing the food, coffee and cleanup  

Sarah Baker for all her classes and talks to SWW and for help with our 
visioning  

Marykay Chapman for helping at the tables at so many meetings 

Dennis Kastendiek for being there and helping at so many meetings 

Jacqueline Loring for editing the Anthology and helping at the tables  

Kimberly Mitchell for all the magic with media and slides 

Sam Moorman for helping with setup and take down at the meetings 

Gale O’Brien for helping at the greeting tables at so many meetings 

Stella Pevsner for helping staff the tables at so many meetings 

Cindy Riggs for staffing the tables and with greeting at the meetings 

Gail Rubin for sending out all the elerts  

Peggy Herrington for publishing and editing the Anthology, Kimo Project, 
and help on many other projects 

Dino Leyba for his work... like the membership packets, helping with all 
the offsite events..                                          (Continued on page 5) 
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Annual Membership in SouthWest Writers 
Individual: $70 ($65 renewal if paid two months in ad-

vance)  Student: 18 and over, $40; under 18, $25   

Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75, Lifetime Membership: $750 

Download the Sage from www.southwestwriters.com 
Join us first Saturday, 10 am-Noon  

and third Tuesday, 7-9 pm 
New Life Presbyterian Church, 5540 Eubank NE, 

 Albuquerque, New Mexico 

President’s Letter       by Rob Spiegel 

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

Business card size: $20     1/4 page, vertical: $40    
 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
Deadline: 10th of each month for the following month.  
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

Welcome to Your New SWW Crew 

   Here at the beginning of 2015, help me welcome the bright new faces who will be help-

ing with the tasks at SouthWest Writers during the coming year. Most of their faces are 

familiar to you. You have been sitting at SWW tables with them at our meetings. Look at 

the list for the names of your friends and soon-to-be friends. 

   They are very experienced board members who have agreed to go on the SWW leader-

ship adventure. This group has more than 50 years of board experience with SWW. These 

writers come with very deep publishing background: a total of 150 years of professional 

writing experience, and if you add publishing industry background and college-level writing instruction experience, it 

adds up to 170 years. Wow. 

   Some of the core SWW duties that have been handled by non-board members will continue in good hands. Sandy 

Basinett has agree to reprise her role as Goodies Queen, Gail Rubin will continue her fine email elerts. Kim Mitchell 

will keep running the PPT slides, but now she’ll do it as a board member. 

   Look for a conference this year. To make sure we get back to conferences on strong footing, we’re considering a pro-

gram on how to write and publish your memoir, a chestnut of a topic for SWW that has always been our biggest draw. 

   In the coming year, we will focus more on digital publishing, since the world of the written word has become way 

more digital, from blogs and tweets to on-demand publishing. My own job as senior editor at trade-pub Design News 

has taken my day work fully into digital. Where I used to write articles all day, I now host webinars, write blogs, send 

news links through Twitter, communicate with readers via web comments and Facebook, and develop internet content 

and curriculum. And yes, it’s all still writing. 

   All of our efforts for SWW will focus on our core mission: to help our members improve their writing and help our 

members get successfully published. 

   Here’s to a great coming year.                                                Rob 

Next SWW Board meeting is at the SWW office on 

January 6th at 6pm.  
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SouthWest Sage 
Published monthly by the Board of Directors 

of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, 

tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

 
2015 Board of Directors 

 

President: Rob Spiegel  
     robspeigel@comcast.net 
Vice-President—Bob Gassaway 
      bgassaway@gmail.com 
Secretary—Kathy Waggoner 
       justwritesww@gmail.com 
Treasurer—Edith Greenly 
       drdoom999@juno.com 
Webmaster –Kathy Wagoner 
Sage Editor– Rose Marie Kern 
       swwsage@swcp.com 
Social Media and slideshows– 
         K imberly Mitchell 
 kimberlymitchell56@gmail.com 
Workshops and Classes— 
          Larry Greenly 
drdoom999@juno.com 
JoAnne Bodin 
      jsbodin@msn.com 
Harold Burnett 
      swwhmb@aol.com 
Joycelyn Campbell  
     jcampbell8@msn.com 
Jeanne Shannon  
     JSPOETRY@aol.com 
James Tritten  
    jimtritten@comcast.net 
 
*Photo of Katrina Guarascio on 
page 5 by photographer Gina 
Marselle 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034 

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2015 by author. 
Facts, views and opinions expressed 
are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the viewpoints 
or opinions of SouthWest Writers. 

SWW does not necessarily 
endorse the advertisers. 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out 
to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, 
participant receives no refund or class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you 
receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are 
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing 
on all aspects of researching, writing, and publishing any genre. See past 
issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 
the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be 
edited for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email or in a 
word document with  Times New Roman or Calibri font in  11pt. size.  Do 
not get fancy with any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me 
to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, 
swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 

Monthly Meetings 

are held at 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
5540 Eubank NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87111 
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meetings or register 
online at www.southwestwriters.com. 

 Meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10am to noon, 
and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.  All  SWW members  
are encouraged to come together in celebration of the art of writing.  Each 
meeting many members announce their recent successes and have an op-
portunity to network with other writers.   Most meetings feature promi-
nent speakers  who bring their expertise in the arts of writing, publica-
tion, editing, and many other topics of interest to those in the profession.   

 After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag session is held 
to provide members with training in a variety of areas.  

Members may attend all sessions free of charge, visitors  are charged 
$10 per meeting.  



 

 

Guest Speakers and Topics  at SWW Meetings 
Members are free, Guests $10 

Place Your Ad HerePlace Your Ad Here  
Advertise your writing-related  

products and services. 

Business Card Size only $20.00 

Brown Bag Session with Kathy Wagoner 

Tuesday, January 20th    

7pm-9pm 
 

Building Characters 

and Settings that 

Ground Your Fiction 

Pam Lewis 

   As fiction writers, we’re in the 

business of suspending disbe-

lief. The best way I've found is to ground characters and 

settings firmly in time and space. Over the years I’ve de-

veloped techniques that I’ll share in the hope that they 

work for you as they do for me. 

   Pam Lewis moved here from Connecticut in January 

for New Mexico's big skies. She has been published in 

The New Yorker and Redbook magazines, and is the au-

thor of psychological thrillers — Speak Softly, She Can 

Hear and Perfect Family — as well as the historical fic-

tion A Young Wife, all published by Simon & Schuster.  

Saturday, January 3  

10:00 am to noon 

 
C R E AT I N G  

C R E D I B L E   

C H A R A C T E R S  
 

Steve Brewer 

   Writers who want to create credible characters have to 

go deep, exploring the needs, desires, flaws and histo-

ries of their protagonists before they ever write a word. 

The real skill comes in filtering the details, giving the 

reader just enough without bogging down the story. 

   Steve Brewer writes books about crooks, including 

the Bubba Mabry Mysteries and the New Duke City 

Crime Series written as Max Austin.  The first Bubba 

Book, Lonely Street, was made into a Hollywood come-

dy in 2009 and went straight to DVD with breathtaking 

speed.  Steve’s latest Max Austin novel, Duke City Hit, 

is his 26th published book.    

   A former journalist and humor columnist, Steve now 

teaches part-time at the Honors College at the Universi-

ty of New Mexico.  He hasn’t worn a necktie since he 

left the Albuquerque Journal 17 years go.  Visit Steve at  

http://stevebrewer.blogspot.com 

 

Who is telling your story?  Will the words flow from a personal perspective, or is 

the action seen at a distance?  The Point of View a story is written from must be 

consistent and is critical to  its feel and flow.  Board member Kathy Wagoner 

will be speaking about Point of View at the Brown Bag Session following the 

meeting on Saturday January 3rd beginning at 12:30pm   Bring a  lunch and join 

the discussion! 

Brown Bag sessions are free of charge to members.  

http://www.southwestwriters.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Steve-Brewer.jpg
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and col-
lege students for one-year scholarship memberships in our 
organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in 
high school or college.  

If you know someone with the interest and desire to pursue a 

writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please com-

plete  the application form on the last page of this newsletter 

and send to: 

SouthWest Writers 

3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Kathy Kitts for all her extra work to get the website re-
vamped. 

Dave Eisert for all his donated time fixing computer foul
-ups. 

Brenda Cole for help with editing the Anthology. 

Kathy Wagoner for the web site and lots of other sup-
port all year long. 

Robin Kalinich for help with the visioning and for organ-
izing many parts of our web site and speakers. 

    In a separate ceremony, Betsy James was recognized 
for the dozens of classes, Sage Articles, and workshops 
she has presented for SWW.  Her wit and wisdom make 
SWW classes fun and exciting as well as informative.  

Betsy James receiving Lifetime Membership and honors for 

classes taught over many years.  Betsy is the author of many 

books and has received numerous  literary awards.  Three 

SWW Presidents, Lee Higbie, Melody Groves, and Kathy 

Kitts presented the award to Betsy.  

Saturday, February 7   

10:00 am to noon 

P U T T I N G  E M O -
T I O N  I N T O  Y O U R  

W R I T I N G  —  W I T H -
O U T  A D D I N G  “ L Y ”  

 

Melody Groves 
Writers like to think communication is mostly through 

dialogue. But what’s NOT said is vitally important. Emo-

tions lie at the core of every character’s actions, choices, 

and words — all of which drive the story. What would a 

story be without emotions? Melody will discuss various 

emotions and highlight the physical signs, internal sensa-

tions, mental reactions, and how to incorporate them into 

your writing. 

Five-time award-winning author Melody Groves writes 

magazine articles, novels, nonfiction books, and screen-

plays. Most are Western or Western-themed. A member 

of Western Writers of America and an SWW Parris win-

ner, she spends her “spare” time playing rhythm guitar 

with the Jammy Time Band. Visit Melody at 

www.melodygroves.net. 

Tuesday, February 17   7-9pm 

Finding your Voice:  

The Help and Hindrance of 

Peer Review 

 

Katrina K Guarascio  
Sometimes peer feedback can confuse the 

writer or alter their writing in a way that 

is not true to them. This presentation will 

focus on how a writer may develop and 

refine the voice of their writing with the help of peer 

feedback and review, while still remaining true to their 

own voice and intent. 

Katrina K Guarascio is a writer and teacher living in 

Albuquerque. As an active member of the poetry commu-

nity, she has worked as an editor for various literary mag-

azines and small presses, along with hosting poetry work-

shops and producing various poetry performances, includ-

ing The Second Saturday Slam, Rio Rancho’s only 

monthly poetry slam and open mic. She is currently the 

managing editor of Swimming with Elephants Publica-

tions, LLC, and lead facilitator for the Rio Rancho Crea-

tive Writing Community. 

Guest  Speakers at SWW Meetings 

http://www.melodygroves.net/
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Member Book Welcome  

New Southwest Writer’s  

Members! 

 
April Langholz 

Barbara Trayner 

Alexander Cochran 

Betsy James 

Frederick Kline 

Barbara Warne 

Robin Cutler 

Maureen Cooke 

Sage Wilks 

A Mother’s Story  

is an intimate portrait of family addiction. When Angie’s illness 

became apparent, Maggie jumped into 

a recovery program. The subsequent 

thirteen years have been a poignant 

redemption journey, as she has claimed 

recovery for herself even as her daugh-

ter struggles.    “She shows us that in 

this illness, there is no sideline to 

stand on for observation. We are all 

within the circle, and we are each 

responsible for our own happiness.” 

Merimee Moffitt, Making Little 

Edens  Available at Amazon. 

Sage Monthly Challenge Story—Animal Companions 

STUMPY  

By Jasmine Tritten 

   Stumpy hopped along the top of 

the adobe fence surrounding our por-

tico. With a black tuft and long tail 

feathers, he looked like any ordinary 

roadrunner. Except one leg had bro-

ken off half way and hung loose, not useful for running. 

Imagine this poor bird, unable to live up to his name as a 

roadrunner. 

   Every morning he showed up on our fence. Sometimes 

he jumped on a chair in front of the dining-room window, 

to say hello to our indoor cats, by staring at them. With 

great speed, their whiskers moved back and forth. When 

spotting me in the window, he cocked his head to the side 

as if greeting me, and I nodded back. A relationship de-

veloped on a regular basis. 

   For weeks he visited. Curious how he survived with 

only one leg, I decided to keep an eye on him to find out 

the way he consumed food. One day he stood on the 

stone wall in the sun with a lizard in his straight beak, 

shaking the lively creature from one side to the other. An 

hour later I found him still standing, but the reptile in his 

bill hardly moved. Later on, he swallowed the whole liz-

ard. 

    Roadrunners I detested, because of their cruelty to oth-

er animals, picking out their eyes and pecking at small 

sick birds. These bold birds robbed eggs from bird’s nests 

and gobbled up small quail babies. But after observing 

my bird friend, I realized they need to eat, too, for surviv-

al.  

   Stumpy changed my outlook on roadrunners. Because 

of his boldness, courage, fearlessness and how he man-

aged to survive for this long time with a handicap, I ad-

mired him. Almost every day he visited for four months. 

Until one morning, while feeding my llamas, I found him 

floating head down in the water bucket. While sitting on 

the side of the tub drinking water, the wind must have 

pushed him, and he fell. 

   Tears trickled down my cheeks because I liked him, and 

we developed a unique relationship involving our cats 

too.  Since that time I respect roadrunners in general, not 

yelling at them anymore, they are amazing birds. I will 

miss Stumpy.  
 

 JASMINE TRITTEN is an artist originally from 

Denmark. She lives in Corrales, New Mexico 

with her husband and five cats. Her second love 

is writing. Currently she is putting the finishing 

touches on her memoir, “The Journey of an Ad-

venturesome Dane”. 

SWW Members: 

Place an ad for your book with cover art  
and a blurb of 50-60 words. 

$10/month or $25/three months 

Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,  
swwsage@swcp.com 
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Send your successes and announcements 
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at  

swwsage@swcp.com. 

Member Successes 
 

SWW members Sandi Hoover, Tom Neiman, Chris Allen, 

Jasmine and Jim Tritten published a total of fifteen short 

stories in the Corrales Writing Group 2014 Anthology. 

LOIS DUNCAN has been chosen as a 2015 Grand Master 

by Mystery Writers of  America! "This award represents the 

pinnacle of achievement in mystery  writing & acknowledge 

important contributions to this genre, as well as  for a body 

of work that is both significant and of consistent high quali-

ty."  

The launch for Gayle Lauradunn’s debut poetry collection 

REACHING FOR AIR was held Nov. 8 at Bookworks. She 

has 3 poems in the Autumn issue of MALPAIS REVIEW. 

Larry Greenly's Eugene Bullard: World's First Black 

Fighter Pilot has been chosen by Booklist's editors as one of 

the 10 best Multicultural titles for Youth in the Nonfiction 

category.  Lists of the Fiction and Nonfiction winners will 

be featured in the February 1 issue, which includes the an-

nual Spotlight on Multicultural Literature.   

Rose Marie Kern sold an article on Self-Briefing for pilots 

to IFR Refresher Magazine.  It will be published in the Feb-

ruary edition.  

 

Many members of SWW were recipients of the Arizona-

New Mexico Book Awards in 2014.  At the Dec 6th 

SWW meeting a few of them brought their awards and 

displayed them during the announcement of successes.  

Pictured above are winners: Larry Greenly, Eugene 

Bullard:  World's First Black Fighter Pilot;  Kevin 

Getchell, Scapegoat of Shiloh; and Sherri Burr, A Short 

and Happy Guide to Financial Well-Being. 

 The Blank Page 

Empty 

Waiting 

Beckoning 

Opening itself 

To infinite 

Verbal or pictorial 

Imagery. 

Provocatively  whispering 

Luring me to 

Touch my pen 

To its pristine 

Surface.  

Once touched,  

Purpose defined 

Silence. 
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

This Odd Calling: Creativity and the Writing Life 

by Betsy James 

On Reading How to Write 

 It’s easy to believe, subliminally, that reading about writing con-

stitutes writing. Probably because it’s approximately one zillion to 

the nth less scary.  

 Like me, you long to believe that if you buy yet another book 

titled How to Write a Plot That Will Earn You a Fortune and Ban-

ish Your Love Handles, you will wake up some morning to find 

you weigh twenty pounds less and own an Italian villa. (Cripes—

what if you woke up next to Sarkozky?) But alas, no.  

 More dangerously, reading too many how-tos can put you so far 

up in your head that your writing stops cold. I think of a woman 

friend who loved to write until she took an MA in English Lit too 

seriously; she became so analytical and intimidated by Greatness 

that she stopped writing entirely.  

 Writing uses a more somatic set of neural pathways. Sure, it’s 

scary to leap bodily into the unknown, but that’s where the yum-

my writing lives. Be messy and creative and grubby and sexy and 

asinine and experimental and unGreat. Be rude. Write with your 

feet on the Louis Quatorze table and your finger up your nose.  

 Please. 

 

Betsy James is the author and illustrator of sixteen books for 

young adults and children. Visit her on the web at 

www.listeningatthegate.com and www.betsyjames.com 
Illustration by Betsy James 
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   Sage Monthly Challenge Story—Animal Companions 

Unlikely Companions 

By Susan Cooper 

   He had been left over from a summer endocrinology class—the only rat lucky enough to have escaped being an ex-

perimental animal in the hands of some bumbling student. A healthy specimen, his white fur was sleek, his eyes bright 

red, his whiskers constantly twitching. 

   “Does anyone want this animal?” said the professor. 

   I was one of the few people remaining in the lab, cleaning up; my husband, Randy, was helping. 

   “Sure,” said Randy, always the risk taker. 

   “Really?” I said to him. “A rat--with our cat?” 

    “It’ll work,” he said. 

He always said that. And—he was nearly always right. This time, though, I had serious doubts. Our cat was pretty big. 

I didn’t think that she’d take too kindly to having a new companion thrust into her life, especially if that new compan-

ion was a rat—and a big one. His body was at least eight inches long; his tail extended another ten inches. And he was 

very male. 

   We took him home in a cage barely big enough to hold him. Stopped at a pet store to buy rat food. Took the cage 

into the living room where our white, blue-eyed cat slept on our blue couch. 

   We called her. She woke up, sniffed, stood up slowly, stretching. She strolled over to the cage, sniffed again. 

   “Wait” I said. “How are we going to do this?” 

   “Just let him out. See what happens.” 

   “No! They’ll get hurt. One of them might even get killed.” This could not end well. 

   “They’ll be okay.” Randy opened the door of the cage, and “Rattles” scampered out, his eyes focused on the cat.  

   She eased up to him. They circled each other, sniffing, sniffing, sniffing. 

   That’s all it took. They were friends.  

   They’d cuddle, groom each other, sleep together. Play. 

   He’d usually start their game while she slept on the couch. He’d climb up there and nip at her tail.  

   No response. 

   He’d work his way up her body, nipping. 

   No response. 

   He’d finally move up to her head and nip at her face or her ears. 

  She’d awaken, bat him around a little. Sometimes, she’d chase him around the house. 

  When Rattles got tired, he’d scurry away, out of sight. 

  These two gentle animals were best friends until he died of cancer. 

  If a cat and a rat can be friends, why can’t we?  

 

 

Susan Cooper, a scientist and an engineer, has been writing all her life, mostly in technical areas, but also re-

garding art and food. Best known for her books about mold and football, she has also written a few essays about 

her experiences with animals. This is one of them  



 

 

 

The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters 

in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, at the 

North Domingo Baca Multigenerational facility, Room 7, Sec-

ond Floor . www.croak-and-dagger.com/ 

 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate, all genres welcome. North Domingo Baca 

Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor. Mondays, 

1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis: dwjkas@yahoo.com 

 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique 

group meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, San 

Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . Bring five 

copies of five pages, double-spaced, to share. 

 

 

 

Duke City Screenwriters: 

Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!   

Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or Marc 

Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com 

 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and Il-

lustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm, North 

Domingo Baca Multi-generational Center  (corner of Wyo-

ming and Carmel)  Short workshops/discussions. Pre-

schmooze dinner, Flying Star,  Wyoming & Paseo, 5:30-

6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwi-nm.org 

 
 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, en-
ke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month,  
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time  
 
Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 
 
Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to:  
Cosmic_Connections_SF_Critique_ 
Group@yahoogroups.com 
 
Suspense/Mystery 
Olive Balla is looking for form a critique group for fic-
tion. Her genre is suspense/mystery, and she would 
like to meet once or twice per month in Los Lunas, or 
within a fifteen mile radius. If this sounds interesting 
please contact her directly.  
Email: ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 865-5315 
(Landline) (505) 550-0011 (Cell)  
 
Mixed genre   
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is look-
ing for two energetic members.  We meet in members’ 
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested 
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com.  Include a 1 page 
sample of your writing.  

Critique Groups 

Looking For a Critique Group?  
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the 
following information and we’ll publish your re-
quest:  Name, email address, phone number, genre 
preference, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights, 
near UNM, etc.),preference for frequency of meet-
ings, preferred day of the week. 

All Genres 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, 

Room 1, 2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis, 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 

Children’s/MG/YA 

Erna Fergusson Library 3rd Saturday every month, 12:00-

2:00 pm. To share, bring 5 copies of 5 pages max., double-

spaced 

Genre, Novel Length 

2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm   Reviewing ready-to-

query novels   Lee, Lee@seki.com 

Mainstream Fiction 

Online Critique Group  Christie 

Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 

Screenwriting 

Duke City Screenwriters  Every other Thursday 6-9:00 pm   

Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com 

or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com 

Nonfiction 

The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every other 

Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns hosting 
Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or gail@AGoodGoodbye.com 

http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:Lee@seki.com
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
mailto:gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
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Announcements  

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver  

Find SouthWest 
Writers on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter 
@SW_Writers 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

SAGE  Writing Challenges 

SWW Writers are invited to submit stories, poems and art-

work to the  Sage.  Payment is in bylines and clips. Dead-
line is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue.  
Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability 
and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in 
an email or in a word document with  Times New Ro-
man or Calibri font in  11pt. size.  Do not get fancy with 
any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me 
to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print 
it.  

-Rose Marie Kern, Editor     . 

February Challenge 

Surprising Online Experience 

Have you had an especially good or bad experi-
ence with anything online?  Let us know about it! 

 

CahabaRiver Literary Journal  

Essay Contest - "April" 
 The April issue of The Cahaba Literary Journal will blos-

som into a beautiful butterfly about the last week of March 

2015. Excitement is mounting at the editorial office and the 

editor and writers are patiently waiting the new birth of this 

beautiful magazine filled with essays, short stories, poetry 

and artwork. April can't get here soon enough! 

 

 Since there is so much excitement in the air, I have decid-

ed to have an essay writing contest. Since April is such a 

beautiful time of year, I challenge each of you to a writing 

contest! Hold Up, Guys! There is a little catch! There is an 

entry fee of $15 --- but! wait for it! There is also a prize to 

be given away too! 

 One lucky writer will get $100 and a $25 Olive Garden 

Gift Card on February 15th! 

 All essays must be about April - it can be about your cat 

named April, your wife, sister or your secret love! Or it can 

be about the month! As long as April is in your title! It can 

be about something that may have happened in your past in 

the month of April! 

 All essays must be typed, double spaced with your name, 

address and a short bio attached. All entries must be ac-

companied with a check or money order (or paid with Pay-

Pal) for emailed submissions for $15. Length of essays: 

1000-3500 words. You may enter more than one essay but 

each one must be accompanied with entry fee. 

 No poetry with this contest - strictly essays! 

 Deadline for entries is February 1st. Entry Fee: $15. 

 All essays accepted will be published in a special maga-

zine that will be published in March in an effort to promote 

the debut of The Cahaba River Literary Journal in April! 

One lucky writer will get the prize. Twenty writers will be 

in the spotlight (along with winner) in this special maga-

zine so get those entries in today! 

 

 CahabaRiver Literary Journal Essay Contest - "April" 

2413 Bethel Rd. 

Logansport, LA 71049 

318-697-5649 

Email: marcies04@yahoo.com 

https://cahabariverliteraryjournal.wordpress.com/  

For Last Year’s words belong to 

last year’s language and next 

year’s words await another 

voice.  And to make an ending 

is to make a beginning 

                                T.S. Eliot 

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
mailto:marcies04@yahoo.com
https://cahabariverliteraryjournal.wordpress.com/
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2015 Student Scholarship Application 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students for one-year scholarship memberships 

in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or college. If you know a stu-

dent with the interest and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete this 

application and mail to the address at the bottom of the form. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

E-Mail: ___________________________   Phone:  ____________________________________  

Current School: _________________________________________________________________  

Current Level: __________________________________________________________________   

Area(s) of Interest: ______________________________________________________________  

(In 250 words or less tell us why you would like to be a student member of Southwest Writers): 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Recommended by: ______________________________________________________________________  

Contact (phone/e-mail): __________________________________________________________________  

Send this application to SouthWest Writers,  3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM  87110 


