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HOW  TO  WRITE 

By Melody Groves 

   I don’t want to give away any secrets, or dash any Pulitzer Prize-

winning hopes, but … writing is hard work. I know, I know. You didn’t 

want to hear the ugly truth, but there it is—all laid out for you. Now the 

good news … it’s fun. Writing is a blast as long as you know what you 

want to say and how to say it. Okay, so that’s also the hard part. 

   But don’t worry, there are ways to conquer the blank piece of paper or 

screen staring back at you, daring you to mess up its pristine condition. 

Here are five things you can do to wrestle the empty page into submis-

sion. 

   1. Conflict. Remember every story, every scene must have conflict 

(man vs. man; man vs. nature; man vs. himself). Nobody wants to read 

about traffic on the Interstate that moved along with no problems. Bor-

ing! That’s expected. They want to read about the unexpected...a semi 

that jackknifed and ten cars piled into it. 

   2. Find an Idea. Well, duh, we all have ideas, but how do we decide 

which is good enough to write about? My rule of thumb--is it a universal 

theme? Survival, love, revenge, betrayal, renewal are all excellent jump-

ing off points. If you really want to spice things up, turn the characters 

upside down—men become women, etc. Maybe it’s a woman caught 

alone in a snowstorm. How would she react differently than a man? 

   3. Create Believable Characters. If you have no characters that spring 

to mind immediately, think about conflict then add an idea. And don’t 

forget that animals and creatures can be characters. In Western literature, 

the environment is also a character (have you ever been in the middle of a 

dust storm?—you know what I’m talking about). Can’t find characters? 

Sit at the mall for an hour or so and I guarantee you’ll see characters. 

Read the newspaper, it’s full of them. But most importantly, build some-

body that has at least ONE redeeming quality. Readers want to like your 

characters. 

   4. Write Realistic Dialogue. Dialogue is one of the hardest parts of 

writing to master. The problem is what we hear in our heads isn’t what 

people really say. And no two people truly speak alike. Your characters 

shouldn’t either. A five year old says things quite differently than say, a 

35-year-old or 85-year-old. And what if one is from Philadelphia? Or 

Cuba? How does somebody speak if they’ve got a third grade education? 

A college education? How about someone with a military background?  

   And if that’s not enough to make you appreciate that blank page, think 

about what people say to whom: The vocabulary we use depends on who 

we’re talking to. When you talk to Mom, certain four-letter words usually 

don’t appear. But when your favorite football team/movie star/IRS agent, 

makes you mad…                                  (Continued Page 6) 

In this Issue 
Page    

2 President’s Message    

3 Brown Bag—Writing on the Web 

3 SWW  General Information 

4 February Speakers  

5 Upcoming Speakers 

6 Surprising Online Experience by  

              Joanne Bodin 

3 Member Successes 

4 The Lovey Internet by  

              Phyllis Hoge 

8 SWW Critique Service Info 

9 Announcements 

9 Call for Submissions 

10 Melody Groves Workshop Info 

11 Critique and Writing Groups 

12 International Article Thievery 

12   Beholder by Mary Beth Dorsey 

13   Scholarship Application 



2 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * February 2015 

 

 

President’s Message    by Rob Spiegel 

Brown Bag Session—After the February 7th Meeting 

The Dreaded Writing 

“A writer is someone for whom writing is more difficult than it is for other people.” – Thomas Mann. 

    

Raise your hand if you find writing difficult. My hand’s up. I’d suffer from writer’s block 

if I could afford it. But I write for a living, so every day – every workday – I write an article 
for the trade publisher that pays my bills. And then I do my own writing. 

   When I teach writing, I often ask for a raise of hands from those who enjoy writing. A few 
hands go up, and I am completely baffled.  

   I don’t mind research. I love reading background articles and conducting interviews. I have a bag of tricks 
to prod sources into telling the truth. There’s good reason I love doing the research and interviews – it’s not 
writing. 

   Honest to God, there have been times when I wonder why on earth I chose a job that daily requires me to 
do work I simply don’t want to do. There was a two-year period in the mid-2000s when I thought I’d made 
a mistake in choosing this profession. 

   Yet when I finish the dreaded writing, I feel satisfied in a way that nothing else satisfies. Writing empties 
me in a way that lets the wind blow through.  

   Writing has not become easier with the years, but I’ve become better at it. I’ve learned formal structures 
that build sturdy narratives. Then I learned to dismiss those structures to get closer to the bone of the writ-
ing. 

   Each day when I’m done writing, I’m free. Maybe only for a few minutes. But that few minutes is precious. 
For that few minutes it doesn’t matter who I am. I don’t know why that’s so important, but I live for it. 

Rob                     . 

Writing on the Web 

The magazine world has morphed into digital publishing, even more so than book publishing. The freelance 
writer and the staff editor are faced with growing writing opportunities on websites and in social media. Maga-
zine staffers and freelance contributors have moved beyond the classic magazine feature article. While the 
feature article still exists, editors and writers are spending more time writing news and blogs for websites, 
conducting podcasts and webinars, tweeting and contributing to online discussions. This Brown Bag discus-
sion will look at web writing as well as ways to find writing work online. These days, the professional writer 
needs to know more than how to write a query and a powerful hook. 

Speaker Rob Spiegel has made his living as a staff editor and freelance writer for three decades. For the 
past 15 years, most of his writing has been web-based. During that time, he has found all of his writing work 
and professional jobs on the internet. This includes magazine/website staff positions, blog writing, book writ-
ing, hosting online events, tweeting and Facebook posts, even producing YouTube videos. He has written 
two books on internet business, one for St. Martin's Press and one for Dearborn.  
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a 

nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

 
2015 Board of Directors 

 

President: Rob Spiegel   robspiegel@comcast.net 
 

Vice-President and Speaker Coordinator 
    Bob Gassaway     bgassaway@gmail.com 
 

Secretary—Kathy Wagoner  
       swwSecretary@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer and Business Table organizer 
Edith Greenly     drdoom999@juno.com 
 

Webmaster –Kathy Wagoner 
       justwritesww@gmail.com 
 

Sage Editor– Rose Marie Kern 
       swwsage@swcp.com 
 

Social Media and slideshows  
Kim Mitchell   kimberlymitchell56@gmail.com 
 

Workshops and Classes    Larry Greenly 
SWWriters@juno.com 
 

JoAnn Bodin 
      jsbodin@msn.com 
 

Harold Burnett 
      swwhmb@aol.com 
 

Joycelyn Campbell  
     jcampbell8@msn.com 
 

Jeanne Shannon  
     JSPOETRY@aol.com 
 

James Tritten  
    jimtritten@comcast.net 
 

Next  SWW Board meeting will be February 3rd at the 

SWW office at 6:00pm. 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034 

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2015 by author. Facts, views and opin-
ions expressed are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest 
Writers. SWW does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. 
From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to 
select another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund 
for the class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive 
no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, 
so you are part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submis-
sions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and 
publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for 
the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the 
month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 
words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability 
and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a word document with  Times New Roman or 
Calibri font in  11pt. size.  Do not get fancy with any format-
ting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it into the 
newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

SouthWest Writers 

Monthly Meetings 

are held at 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
5540 Eubank NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87111 
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meet-
ings or register online at www.southwestwriters.com. 

 Meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 
10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 
7 to 9pm.  All  SWW members  are encouraged to come to-
gether in celebration of the art of writing.  Each meeting 
many members announce their recent successes and have 
an opportunity to network with other writers.   Most meet-
ings feature prominent speakers  who bring their expertise 
in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and many other 
topics of interest to those in the profession.   

 After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag 
session is held to provide members with training in a 
variety of areas.  

 



 

 

Saturday, February 7   10:00 am to noon 
 

P U T T I N G  E M O T I O N   

I N T O  Y O U R  W R I T I N G    

W I T H O U T  A D D I N G  “ L Y ”  
 

Melody Groves 

Writers often think communica-

tion is mostly through dialogue. 

But what’s NOT said is vitally im-

portant. Emotions lie at the core of 

every character’s actions, choices, 

and words — all of which drive 

the story. What would a story be 

without emotions? Melody will discuss various emo-

tions and highlight the physical signs, internal sensa-

tions, mental reactions, and how to incorporate them 

into your writing. 

Five-time award-winning author Melody Groves 

writes magazine articles, novels, nonfiction books, 

and screenplays. Most are Western or Western-

themed. A member of Western Writers of America 

and an SWW Parris winner, she spends her “spare” 

time playing rhythm guitar with the Jammy Time 

Band. Visit Melody at www.melodygroves.net. 

 

See Page 10 for More Melody Mania! 

Tuesday, February 17   7-9pm 

Finding your Voice:  

The Help and Hindrance of 

Peer Review 

 

Katrina K Guarascio  

Sometimes peer feedback can con-

fuse the writer or alter their writing in a way that is 

not true to them. This presentation will focus on how 

a writer may develop and refine the voice of their 

writing with the help of peer feedback and review, 

while still remaining true to their own voice and in-

tent. 

Katrina K Guarascio is a writer and teacher living 

in Albuquerque. As an active member of the poetry 

community, she has worked as an editor for various 

literary magazines and small presses, along with 

hosting poetry workshops and producing various po-

etry performances, including The Second Saturday 

Slam, Rio Rancho’s only monthly poetry slam and 

open mic. She is currently the managing editor of 

Swimming with Elephants Publications, LLC, and 

lead facilitator for the Rio Rancho Creative Writing 

Community. 

SAGE  Writing Challenges 

SWW Writers are invited to submit stories, poems and artwork to the  Sage.  Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline 
is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue.  Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email or in a word document with  Times New Roman or 
Calibri font in  11pt. size.  Do not get fancy with any formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it 
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.                                                -Rose Marie Kern, Editor      

March Challenge           Facing Your Fears 

Have you personally had to deal with the threat of cancer, a heart attack,  or some other medical issue?  

How did you get through it?  What did you do or feel about it?    

Guest Speakers and Topics  at SWW Meetings—February 

http://www.melodygroves.net/
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Upcoming Guest Speakers and Topics  at SWW Meetings  

Saturday, March 7th  10am 

James McGrath Morris 

Using Storyteller 
Techniques to 
Breathe Life into 
Your Writing 
 
You will leave this 

meeting with a dozen 

specific narrative writing 

techniques that you can 

use to invigorate and bring life to any genre of writ-

ing. Adapted from the best of fiction and non-fiction 

writing, these storytelling methods help build ten-

sion, make for compelling scenes, and get you closer 

to writing a page-turning book.    

 James McGrath Morris is a Santa Fe author who 

writes primarily biographies and works of narrative 

nonfiction. His newest books are Eye on the Strug-

gle and the best-selling Kindle Single Revolution by 

Murder. His other books include Pulitzer: A Life in 

Politics, Print, and Power and The Rose Man of Sing 

Sing  

Saturday, April 4th—10am 

Jack Woodville London 

Why We Write: Storytellers of Hope for 

an Uncertain World 

Writers, and before there were writers, storytellers, 

help the rest of us believe that no matter how bad the 

hunting or gathering, or how fruitful the harvest, 

we’re going to survive – if we know how the story 

comes out. 

 Jack Woodville London did post-graduate study in 

creative writing at the Fic-

tion Academy, St. Cere, 

France, and at Rewley 

House, Oxford Universi-

ty.  Author of the Year, 2011

-2012, MWSA, and DIY In-

die Author of the Year, 

2013, he is the author of the 

French Letters series of his-

torical novels and, in 2015, 

of A Novel Approach, a non-

fiction book for writers on 

the craft and conventions of writing.  He is the au-

thor of dozens of published articles on elements of 

writing the novel, a blog on writing and history, and 

almost one hundred book reviews in his feature "On 

the Nightstand" at jwlbooks.com. 

After the Saturday Meeting Jack will be presenting 

a two hour workshop  on : 

WHAT HAS TO HAPPEN BEFORE THAT CAN 

HAPPEN:  Planning the Novel, Character- vs. 

Plot-driving, and Bringing it into the World. 

Writing a novel or memoir can be complicated and 

get out of control, what with all the characters and 

back stories and those pesky demands for veritas. 

Using hands-on exercises, students will work on 

techniques to outline the story, identify and manage 

their characters and story lines, and make key deci-

sions about the conventions of the novel.   

$29 SWW Members, $34 Osher Members, $39 Non-members 

Brown Bag Session Following the  
March 7th Meeting  

Bob Gassaway 
 

Sharpen Your Words to Sharpen Your Stories 
  

Choose the right words to strengthen your writing. 
Grammar and punctuation will get some attention, 
but the main focus of this session will be on choosing 
strong verbs, paring phrases to their minimum num-
ber of words and using direct language. 
 

Bob Gassaway started writing news for radio and 
television and moved to newspapers and The Asso-
ciated Press, including a stint as a war correspond-
ent in Vietnam.  After earning a Ph.D. in sociology, 
focusing on the symbolism of human communication, 
he taught journalism for 22 years at the University of 
New Mexico and the University of Missouri. He also 
has written for magazines and professional journals 
and has published a number of book chapters. He 
now writes murder mysteries. 

http://jwlbooks.com
http://wp.me/P4gVD7-t4
http://wp.me/P4gVD7-t4
http://wp.me/P4gVD7-t4
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Member Book 

Find SouthWest 
Writers on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter 
@SW_Writers 

A Mother’s Story is an intimate por-

trait of family addiction. When An-

gie’s illness became apparent, Mag-

gie jumped into a recovery program. 

The subsequent thirteen years have 

been a poignant redemption journey, 

as she has claimed recovery for her-

self even as her daughter strug-

gles.    “She shows us that in this 

illness, there is no sideline to stand 

on for observation. We are all within 

the circle, and we are each responsi-

ble for our own happiness.” 

Merimee Moffitt, Making Little 

Edens  Available at Amazon 

 

 (HOW TO WRITE—Continued from Page 1)  
 

  5. Revise. Revise. Revise. Truthfully, this is my favorite 

part of writing. It’s fun to change words into something 

better, clarify what I meant to say or, I’ve even been 

known to delete characters! So, here’s a quick checklist: 

 Check spelling.  

  No adverbs (those pesky “ly” words—hungrily,  

cleverly, beautifully, etc.) 

  Use fewer adjectives (again rule of thumb—one 

adjective is much better than two or  more) 

  Question if what you’re saying is necessary. Does it 

move the plot or add to the character? 
 

   My most important suggestion was one a co-writer 

taught me when I was trying to figure out plot and charac-

ter. The words are simple but powerful: Which is more 

interesting? Is a character with one arm more interesting 

than one with both limbs? And what happens (plot-wise), 

if a character decides to join the army instead of the navy? 

How is his/her life different? Delicious questions. 

   If you’re still having trouble, or just want to learn more, 

I’ll be teaching “How to Write” for SWW beginning 

Monday, Feb. 9 for three weeks. Contact the office (505)

830-6034 or email sww@juno.com. Hope to see you 

there. 

 

   Melody Groves is the author of four 

historical fiction novels, three non-

fiction books and dozens of magazine 

articles. Past-president of SouthWest 

Writers, she’s also a member of West-

ern Writers of America. And when not 

writing, she plays rhythm guitar in the 

Jammy Time Band. 

February Writing Challenge 

Surprising Online Experience 

 
by Joanne S. Bodin  

 

   After I published my novel Walking Fish in 2010, I 

noticed that my website had an inordinate amount of 

hits.  I also noticed in the section of the site where peo-

ple could write comments, that there were a few com-

ments in Chinese.  Then, on the Amazon site where my 

book was for sale I noticed it was selling in China. My 

conclusion: the walking fish, sometimes called a snake-

head, is one of the main staples of food in some parts of 

China.   

   It had been found in the United States as a predator 

and was actually eating other fish in ponds and lakes. I 

had seen an article about this strange phenomenon in 

the San Francisco Chronicle one summer when I was 

visiting my daughter, and as writers often do, I tore the 

article out to put it in my file of unusual events.  Years 

later when I was trying to come up with a title for my 

novel I went through the file and selected "Walking 

Fish."  It fit well as a metaphor for the main characters 

of the novel since they, like the walking fish, were try-

ing to find ways to adapt, to find their element as they 

lived  counter cultural life styles.  

    You see, the snakehead, which had emigrated far 

from its home in China, was able to walk on land with 

its pectoral fins, and to survive out of water for hours at 

a time.   Little did I know that the Google search would 

catapult my book into an arena of unknown propor-

tions.  Unfortunately, it did not help with the actual sale 

of the book since a metaphor can't be eaten.   

www.walkingfishnovel.com  
 

 

http://www.walkingfishnovel.com
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Member Successes 

Jeanne Shannon’s prose poem "Silver"  was posted 

online on Postcard Poems and Prose, complete with an 

illustration of a silver teapot.   You can read it at  

https://postcardpoemsandprose.wordpress.com/ 

2015/01/19/silver-by-jeanne-shannon 
 

Jim Tritten published a memoir piece about dealing 

with PTSD on the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI) website in November as part of an online col-

lection of personal stories. He also published a short 

story in the December 2014 issue of the online journal 

The Warrior Heart. 

Joanne S. Bodin's poems, "Minotaur of my Labyrinth" 

and "Inception: Yes to the Muse," have been published 

in The Yes Book: Writing About Yes, Exult Road Press, 

2014.  She also had two poems, "Canals" and "Walk of 

Power," accepted in the upcoming 2015 edition of Glit-

terwolf Magazine. Her poems,  "Green Lake" and 

"Nacho," have been published in the Fixed and Free 

Poetry Anthology 2015. Her poem, "What Might Have 

Been," has been published in The Storyteller's Antholo-

gy presented by SouthWest Writers, 2014. Her poems, 

"Under the Shadow of Normalcy" and "Crinoline 

Dreams," have been published in Malpais Review Vol-

ume no. 1. Summer, 2014.   

New Mexico author, Irene I. Blea's novel 

Suzanna, is listed among the Top Ten Best 

Books by Latino Authors.  

The Latino Author website notes that: 

"This story captures the feeling and life of a young 
girl who is married off to an older man. It details her 
abusive marriage and how she copes with having 
two children born early on in her life. It provides 
many details about the Hispanic culture and is a 
great read. The author does an excellent job of de-
tailing Suzanna’s pain and love of her family." 

Dr. Blea is also the author of  People's Flowers, the 
second novel in the Suzanna trilogy. Dr. Blea is the 
author of nine books, many articles and the trilogy, 
Suzanna, a three novel series about a 13 yr. old girl 
married off to a 32 yr. old man. Dr. Blea is also a 
New Mexico Humanities Council scholar. Visit her on 
www.Facebook.com/blea 

For more information go to : http://
thelatinoauthor.com/ 

http://www.Facebook.com/blea
http://thelatinoauthor.com/
http://thelatinoauthor.com/
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and any 
points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com for 
guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

! February Writing Challenge 

Surprising Online Experience 

 

The Lovely Internet          

                    Submitted by  Phyllis Hoge 
 

   “Bummer.  My computer is so broken it can’t be 
fixed.  So now I have to get up at 5:30 AM to get to 
school when the doors open and use their com-
puter, and even that doesn’t give me enough time 
to finish my work on time.” 
   This was ten years ago. I’d phoned my daughter 
who taught science in Hawaiian in a Hawaiian 
language immersion school in Hawai’i. All I’d said 
was, “So howzit?”   
   I’m a mother. I paused a moment, and then I of-
fered to buy her a new computer. 
   “No , Mom.  No way.  You haven’t any more mon-
ey that I have.” 
   Happened that month I did have enough “extra” 
to get her what she needed.  She protested 
strongly.  I insisted.  She got her new computer 
that week. 
   “I don’t know how to thank you.  I know I can’t 
pay you back any time soon, and I had to get back 
on the Internet fast. What can I do?” She paused.  
   “I can dedicate my new website to you. How 
about that?” 
   “I’d be honored.  Go ahead.  Do that.  Can’t hurt.” 
And she did. 
   A couple of months later I found on line an e-
mail from the last man I’d dated before I married 

someone else, the man who became the father of 
my four children something like forty years ago.  
   “Robert! How on earth did you find me?” 
   “I found your name on Kate’s website. The rest 
was easy. “ 
   So was what happened afterward.  Robert and I 
began e-mailing.  Tentatively, pensively, we began 
rediscovering each other.  Just like hundreds of 
others, we began to fall in love on line, the only 
difference being that we had the time of our 
youth as bedrock.   
   After four or five months we decided to test it 
out. Free of commitment, our spouses having 
died, we agreed to meet.  Two hours apart by jet, 
fifteen by car.  It couldn’t have been possible 
without Katie’s broken computer. 
   He who had feared I’d have changed so much he 
wouldn’t know me recognized me immediately.  
And I him.  He looked the same as I remem-
bered—those beautiful shoulders. With an engag-
ing, crooked smile he handed me a wilted a red 
rose. 
   A perfect metaphor.  We’ve been together ever 
since.  



 SouthWestWriters.com * 9 

 

 

Announcements  

Desert Bards, an established poetry critique 
group, is seeking up to three new members. 
Monthly meetings are held the Third Thursday 
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. at Lomas-Tramway Li-
brary. Interested poets contact Don - abqpo-
et@gmail.com.  
 
Rob Spiegel reported that long-time SWW mem-
ber John Orman died. He moved to Portland a 
few years ago, but he was a SWW member for 
years before that.   

 

S A T U R D A Y ,  A P R I L  2 5   
L O S  A L A M O S  B O O K  F A I R  
This is the second year of the event. In that time 
the big bookstore in Los Alamos has closed and 
with the exception of the Los Alamos Historical 
Society Book Store, there are no places to buy 
books. It might be a great place to sell books. 
There are a limited number of tables at $25- 
don’t wait to reserve. The upstairs will be used 
for presentations by authors. Hours are 9am – 
4pm in the historic Fuller Lodge, with setup BE-
FORE 9am. Reservations through - Sharon Snyder 
at shar5992@gmail.com but make sure you put 
Book Fair in the subject line of your email. 

SpeakWithoutInterruption.com  has been oper-
ational for a little over six years.  Our site is dedicated 
entirely to the pursuit of “Free Speech.”  SWI is com-
pletely open to all writers, and viewers, to express 
their opinions without fear of editing, deletion, or 
censoring.  I am writing to extend an invitation to any-
one associated with your group to become a Contribu-
tor to our site.  If there is interest – below is the link 
to begin the registration process: 
 http://www.speakwithoutinterruption.com/site/wp
-login.php?action=register 
 
2015 Bristol Short Story Prize is open to all pub-
lished and unpublished, non-UK and UK based writers 
over 16 years of age. Stories can be on any theme or 
subject and entry can be made online via the website 
or by post. Entries must be previously unpublished 
with a maximum length of 4,000 words. entry fee is 8 
British Pounds per story ( about $13 USD ).  The clos-
ing date for entries is midnight (BST) April 30th 2015.  
www.bristolprize.co.uk  

World Weaver Press will be open for unsolicited 
queries of novels, novellas, serialized fiction, anthol-
ogy proposals, and single author collections in Feb-
ruary, June, and September. World Weaver Press 
publishes digital and print editions of speculative 
fiction at various lengths for Adult, YA, and New 
Adult audiences. We believe in great storytelling. 
Full submission details here: http://
www.worldweaverpress.com/submit-fiction.html  

 Far Orbit: Apogee seeks science fiction adventure 

stories up to 10,000 words for an anthology pub-
lished by World Weaver Press. Pays 1 cent per 
word. All contributors will receive a paperback copy 
of the anthology. Open submission period: January 
1 – March 31, 2015. Submission method: Paste the 
story into the body of the e-mail message. Include 
the approximate word count. Subject line: Apogee – 
[Title]. Send submission to: farorbit [at] worldweav-
erpress [dot] com. Full submission details here: 
http://www.worldweaverpress.com/submit-
anthologies.html 

Call for Submissions 

TALKS WITH AUTHORS 
   Award-winning authors will visit the University of New 

Mexico's Honors College this spring to participate in a 

course called "Meet the Authors: Exploring the Creative 

Process," and you're invited to hear them answer ques-

tions about creativity and the writing life. 

   The public portion of the classes will be Wednesdays 

from 10 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. in the Honors Forum, 

which is downstairs from the Student Health Center, di-

rectly east of the Student Union Building. No charge for 

admission. The discussions will be hosted by instructor 

Steve Brewer, who is the author of 26 books. 

Here's the schedule: 

Jan. 28 -- Author/essayist Demetria Martinez 

Feb. 4 -- Poet Hakim Bellamy 

Feb. 18 -- Historian Don Bullis 

Feb. 25 -- Western author Johnny D. Boggs 

March 4 -- Author Suzy McKee Charnas 

March 18 -- Historian/novelist Virginia Scharff 

March 25 -- Comic novelist Bill Fitzhugh 

April 8 -- Poet Bruce A. Noll 

April 15 -- Author Alisa Valdes (Rodriguez) 

April 22 -- Thriller author David Morrell 

mailto:abqpoet@gmail.com
mailto:abqpoet@gmail.com
mailto:shar5992@gmail.com
http://www.speakwithoutinterruption.com/site/wp-login.php?action=register
http://www.speakwithoutinterruption.com/site/wp-login.php?action=register
http://www.bristolprize.co.uk/rules.html
http://www.worldweaverpress.com/submit-fiction.html
http://www.worldweaverpress.com/submit-fiction.html
http://www.worldweaverpress.com/submit-anthologies.html
http://www.worldweaverpress.com/submit-anthologies.html
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A Mania for Melody! 

Melody Groves is a five-time award-winning author who writes magazine articles, novels, nonfiction 

books, and screenplays. A member of Western Writers of America and an SWW Parris Award winner, 

SWW has engaged her to present the following three sets of workshops to our members.   

HOW TO PLOT:  

Every Good Story Needs One 

Sometimes we read stories and wonder what it was all 

about. Who did what and why? You can write better 

than that! This workshop by Melody Groves will cov-

er the beginnings and basics of plotting.  

 

 definition 

 what a plot does 

 every character wants something 
 point of plot is change 

 parts of a plot 

 crisis vs. challenge 

 the hook 

 the characters 

 subplots 

 Climax 
 

Saturday, April 18, 2015     9am-12pm 

Where:  New Life Presbyterian Church  

Cost:   $39 members   $44 Osher   $49 non-members 

I Have Paper and Pen.  

Now What? 

 Do you want to write? Don’t know where to start? 

Have you become “stuck?” Know what you want to say, 

just  don’t know how? This three session class by Melody 

Groves will cover the beginnings and basics of fiction 

writing: 

 

 Finding An Idea 

 Creating Believable Characters 

 Building Unforgettable Scenes 

 Writing Realistic Dialogue 

 Putting It All Together 

 Revising Painlessly  

 

Mondays, February 9, 16, 23         6:00-8:00 PM 
 

Where:  SouthWest Writers Office 

 3200 Carlisle NE, Suite 114    Albuquerque  

Cost:    $99 members   $104 Osher   $109 non-members 

Turning Fact into Fiction:  

Bending the Truth to Make it Fit 
 Fiction is an odd animal. It needs to have enough 
fact to make it believable, yet should incorporate a 
touch of fantasy, married with whimsy, that nestles 
with larger-than-life to create a realistic, make-
believe world. It’s a tough job, but you can do it! 
 In this workshop, Melody Groves will look at what 
makes good fiction including great character develop-
ment, creating plots that twist and turn, building 
scenes from a scrap of an idea, and how to revise 
without making you crazy. Bring ideas and/or books 
you’re working on, and we’ll see how we can add a 

modicum of fact to make your fiction sizzle. 
 We’ll cover 
 What makes good fiction? 
 Great character development 
 Creating plots that twist and turn 
 Creating a scene with just a scrap of an idea 
 Revision without making you crazy 
 
When:  Saturday, March 21 
Time:  9:00am-12:00 pm 
Where:  New Life Presbyterian Church  
Cost:   $39 members   $44 Osher   $49 non-members 



 

 

 

The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters 

in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, at the 

North Domingo Baca Multigenerational facility, Room 7, Sec-

ond Floor  www.croak-and-dagger.com/ 

 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate, all genres welcome. North Domingo Baca 

Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor. Mondays, 

1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis: dwjkas@yahoo.com 

 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique 

group meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, San 

Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . Bring five 

copies of five pages, double-spaced, to share. 

 

 

 

Duke City Screenwriters: 

Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!   

Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or Marc 

Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com 

 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and Il-

lustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm, North 

Domingo Baca Multi-generational Center (corner of Wy-

oming and Carmel) Short workshops/discussions. Pre-

schmooze dinner, Flying Star,  Wyoming & Paseo, 5:30-

6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwi-nm.org 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, en-
ke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month,  
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time  
 
Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 
 
Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to:  
Cosmic_Connections_SF_Critique_ 
Group@yahoogroups.com 
 
Suspense/Mystery 
Olive Balla is looking for form a critique group for fic-
tion. Her genre is suspense/mystery, and she would 
like to meet once or twice per month in Los Lunas, or 
within a fifteen mile radius. If this sounds interesting 
please contact her directly.  
Email: ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 865-5315 
(Landline) (505) 550-0011 (Cell)  
 
Mixed genre   
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is look-
ing for two energetic members.  We meet in members’ 
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested 
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com.  Include a 1 page 
sample of your writing.  

Critique Groups 

Looking For a Critique Group?  
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the 
following information and we’ll publish your re-
quest:  Name, email address, phone number, genre 
preference, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights, 
near UNM, etc.),preference for frequency of meet-
ings, preferred day of the week. 

All Genres 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, 

Room 1, 2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis, 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 

Children’s/MG/YA 

Erna Fergusson Library 3rd Saturday every month, 12:00-

2:00 pm. To share, bring 5 copies of 5 pages max., double-

spaced 

Genre, Novel Length 

2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm   Reviewing ready-to-

query novels   Lee, Lee@seki.com 

Mainstream Fiction 

Online Critique Group  Christie 

Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 

Screenwriting 

Duke City Screenwriters  Every other Thursday 6-9:00 pm   

Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com 

or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com 

Nonfiction 

The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every other 

Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns hosting 
Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or gail@AGoodGoodbye.com 

http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:Lee@seki.com
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
mailto:gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
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~ Writing Marathons ~ 

Two SWW members host an  
8-hour writing marathon 

on the last Sunday of every month, 2:00-10:00 
pm, at alternating locations. Email 

ktwag@msn.com or ruffwag3@earthlink.net. 

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver  

SWW Members: 

Place an ad for your book with cover art  
and a blurb of 50-60 words. 

$10/month or $25/three months 

Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,  
swwsage@swcp.com 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

Welcome New  

Southwest Writer’s Members! 

 

 
Marcella Garcia          Ben Boothe 

Michael Bloom           RaeAnna Shingle 

Shirley Edmondson    Duane Hamar 

Suzanne Smith            Marilyn Fuller 

Jana Bourne                Zack Wheeler  

Erica Strahon              Gail Hamlin 

 

Surprising Internet Experience 
 

International Article Thievery 
                              

 By Rose Marie Kern 
 

    For years I had been a columnist for several avia-

tion publications—both print and online.  It is an ego 

trip to type my name into Google and have it come 

back with 10 to 15 pages of hits.   

    Imagine my surprise when one day I noticed that 

the hit was written in FRENCH.  I clicked it open 

and sure enough, a French aviation magazine had 

snarfed one of my articles.   

   Since then I have seen hits for other European and 

Canadian websites, none of whom has ever bothered 

to contact me.  I am flattered that the information I 

release is useful world wide, but really wish they’d 

at least ask permission!    

 

…BEHOLDER 

 

True love 

  does not see 

    the aging face, 

    the sagging body. 

 

It only sees 

  the beauty 

    first noticed by 

the heart. 

  
        —Mary Beth Dorsey 

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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2014 Student Scholarship Application 

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students for one-year scholarship memberships 

in our organization. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or college. If you know a stu-

dent with the interest and desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to apply yourself, please complete this 

application and mail to the address at the bottom of the form. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

E-Mail: ___________________________   Phone:  ____________________________________  

Current School: _________________________________________________________________  

Current Level: __________________________________________________________________   

Area(s) of Interest: ______________________________________________________________  

(In 250 words or less tell us why you would like to be a student member of Southwest Writers): 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Recommended by: ______________________________________________________________________  

Contact (phone/e-mail): __________________________________________________________________  

Send this application to SouthWest Writers,  3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM  87110 


