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WHO ARE YOU REALLY?
(Or is it HOW MANY are you REALLY?)
Do You Need a Pen Name?
This month the Sage asked several of our members who write under
pseudonyms to give some insights into why they decided to go that
route. What are the advantages and disadvantages? We got several
great responses.
Big thanks to Sarah Baker (aka Sarah Storme), Melody Groves, (aka
Mesa Dean), Kathy Wagoner (aka Cate Macabe), and Donald Morgan, (aka Mark Wildyr, Don Travis) for their insights.

PSEUDONYMS, PEN NAMES, ALIASES, AND THE
LIKE
By Donald T. Morgan
You often hear of someone writing
under a pen name and wonder if you
should do the same. We all dream
about having a more interesting
name than the ones our parents cursed us with at birth. If you’re considering writing under an alias, my advice is don’t. Not unless there is a
very good reason for doing so. I can
only explain what I mean by citing
my own experiences, so bear with
me.
I write under three different names … two pseudonyms and my own. I
can make a case for why one pen name was important, but my brain
wasn’t firing properly when I created the second one. Let me explain.
Continued on page 5
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President’s Letter by Rob Spiegel
Writer’s Sloth
Man, how fast half a year goes by. I haven’t written nearly as much as I had planned on my
outside projects. I have to write daily for my job, but the bigger, dearer plans still need considerable meat on the bones.
Funny me, I give advice on the subject: “In order to get through a writing project, promise
yourself you’ll write 30 words a day.” I read it somewhere. The idea is that even if you’re stuck,
you can write at least 30 words. And on many days, 30 words will turn into 300 or more.
Oh, the power of deadlines. I can get writing done if I have a deadline. Even if I turn it in past the date (as in this
President’s Message), I still manage to get it done. When a paycheck is tied to a deadline, there is further incentive in
the face of sloth, which we dignify with the noble term of Writer’s Block.
Yet for the writing that doesn’t come with regular payment, or payment at all, I often find it difficult to forge ahead.
And yet, that’s usually the type of writing that I wanted to do when I took up the idea of writing. Thirty words a day.
You’d think I’d be able to take a spoonful of my own advice.
Meanwhile, there’s no sloth at the reins of SWW. Our board continues to forge ahead. The first meeting of Rogue
Writers at the Aux Dog on the second Tuesday in May was a fine success thanks to our RW team of Winter Elise and
Kimberly Mitchell. Never underestimate the power of an idea shared casually during a meeting break. Winter suggested, “If we want to attract students, maybe we should take a meeting to them.”
The September 12 Memoir Conference is also taking shape nicely thanks to our chairperson Bobbi Adams and the
soldierly efforts of Rose Marie Kern. We have one of New York’s leading agents, Jeff Herman, signed up to present
and take pitches. We also have six memoir specialists on the bill. Early registration begins July 1.
Just 30 words a day. How hard can that be? Too bad the Prez Message doesn’t count.

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates
Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page
requests every month.
Business card size: $20
1/4 page, vertical: $40
1/3 page, horizontal: $50
1/2 page horizontal $75
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following
month.

2 hour Workshop Prices:
$29 SWW Members
$34 Osher Members w/Card
$39 Non-Members
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Bi-Monthly Writer’s Contest
Your Most Unforgettable Character
(essay, up to 500 words). Deadline July 31.
Hone your skills by participating in the SWW BiMonthly Writer’s contest. Entry fee is $10. Multiple
entries will be accepted with $10 payment for each.
Prizes: $100 (1st place), $50 (2nd place), and $25
(3rd place). Winners and Honorable Mentions will be
announced on the website two weeks after each contest deadline and in the next month’s SWW Newsletter.
Unpublished submissions only. For rules and information on how to enter go to
http://www.southwestwriters.com/contest/bimonthly-writingcontest

Upcoming Speakers at SWW Meetings—
Saturday, June 6 • 10:00 am to noon

STORYTELLING: IT’S HARDER THAN YOU THINK
WITH KIRK ELLIS
Learn how to identify a story, structure it effectively, and bring it to life on the page.
A resident of Santa Fe, Kirk Ellis won two Emmys, a WGA Award, a Peabody and the
Humanitas Prize as writer and co-executive producer on the HBO miniseries John Adams. The miniseries won a record-breaking 13 Emmys and four Golden Globe awards.
Previously, Ellis received an Emmy nomination and won the WGA Award and Humanitas Prize for the ABC miniseries Anne Frank, which he wrote and co-produced. Miniseries on which he has served as writer and producer have garnered more than 50
Emmy nominations.
A graduate of the University of Southern California’s School of Cinema and Television, Ellis began his professional career as a film critic for The Hollywood Reporter, and at age 24 served as the magazine’s international
editor. He made his feature film debut writing and co-producing The Grass Harp, based on the coming-of-age
novel by Truman Capote. He has also collaborated on projects with such directors as Francis Ford Coppola, Roland Joffe and William Friedkin.
Currently, Ellis is writing Bound for the Promised Land, a film for HBO about Harriet Tubman, to star Oscarnominated actress Viola Davis. For television, Ellis is also writing and executive producing Sneaker Wars, a limited series for FX about the feuding family behind the Adidas and Puma name brands. He is working on several
upcoming motion picture projects. He is also co-author of The Order: 1886, a history-based videogame for Sony,
which debuted in February 2015.

AFTER THE JUNE 6TH MEETING STAY FOR A BROWN BAG SESSION
WITH

JEANNE SHANNON
TA C K L I N G T H E E L U S I V E A R T O F P O E T R Y
Poetry is often seen as an elusive art form only mastered by those select
individuals who call themselves “poets,” but the language of poetry resides inside all of us if we are willing to listen. Jeanne Shannon, author
and poet, will show you how to find your poetic muse by giving examples of simple
techniques designed to elicit a poem–or two. For those of you who already write poetry, this is an opportunity to participate in some writing exercises that can surely inspire your creativity.
Jeanne Shannon has been writing poetry since childhood. She has published three fulllength collections of her poetry and ten chapbooks. Her work has appeared in numerous
small-press and university publications, including the UNM Press anthology In Company: New Mexico Poets After
1960. Jeanne has presented seminars in poetry for SWW and the New Mexico State Poetry Society.

Bring a lunch – the 30+ minute session starts about 12:30 pm.

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver

Send your successes and announcements
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at
swwsage@swcp.com.
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SouthWest Writer’s Workshop Presents:
Rogue Writers
Second Tuesday of the month from
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm at Aux Dog Theatre in the UNM/Nob Hill area.

Rogue Writers at the Aux Dog Speaker
TUESDAY, JUNE 9TH 5-6:30PM
HOW TO SCREW UP YOUR
WRITING CAREER

STEVE BREWER
Launching a writing career is a

leap of faith, but smart decisions can improve your chances of surviving the landing.
Veteran author Steve Brewer
will talk about the decisions
writers must make as they’re
starting out in the business: Traditional publishing
vs. small publishing vs. self-publishing, whether to
get an agent or go it alone, how to make the best
first impression, which project to write next. Publishing has never been more accessible, but it’s also
never been easier to really screw up.
Steve Brewer writes books about crooks, including
new crime novels written as Max Austin. His first
novel, Lonely Street, was made into a Hollywood
comedy in 2009. His 27th published book, Duke
City Desperado, comes out June 9 from Random
House’s Alibi imprint. A former journalist and humor columnist, Brewer teaches part-time in UNM’s
Honors College. Visit his website at stevebrewer.blogspot.com.
Rogue Writers meetings take place at the Aux Dog Theater
located at 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE in Nob Hill Albuquerque

The A-HA ! Moment
….That moment of clarity which produces
a view of a solution even before you understand there is a problem.
—- Ron Chapman
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SWW Membership Meeting
Tuesday, June 16 • 7:00 to 9:00 pm

LANDSCAPE
HOW SETTING CREATES
IDENTITY & STORY

Irene Blea, Ph.D.
Irene Blea will discuss how
space and place are structured, and how they function
to impact character development from a latent and manifest perspective. She draws
from natural and social phenomena, demographics, climate, and human activity to
render robust stories with unforgettable characters.
Irene Blea retired as a tenured university professor
and decided to write social-historical fiction. During
her academic career she published eight textbooks,
many academic and popular articles, and poetry.
She was recently identified as one of the top ten Latino writers in the U.S. Her work-in-progress includes the third novel in her Suzanna trilogy, and
Daughters of the West Mesa currently in print. Visit
her website.

AN ARM AND A LEG
Thriller/Suspense novel
by Olive Balla.
When Albuquerque divorcee
Frankie O’Neil's brother is shot
just minutes after leaving a
strangely-shaped package in her
freezer, the police suspect her of
murder and order her not to leave
town. But sticking around brings
on a new set of problems, like not
falling in love with the deputy
who suspects her of being a cannibalistic serial killer, and proving
her innocence by finding the real
killers---ideally, before they kill her. Available at Amazon.com, www.omballa.com, and www.thewildrosepress.com

Pseudonyms...continued from page 1
I had written short stories for years without much success.
One day, I was in a bookshop waiting for a friend when I
spotted a thin paperback on the table. I picked it up and
found it to be the most foul, poorly written material I’d ever
read. It was a book of porn, in my opinion. Gay porn. No
story line, nothing except graphic grunting and groaning.
My first thought was, I can do better than that. When I got
home, I sat down and wrote a gay, graphic short story that
would meet that particular publisher’s needs but with a story line! I sent the piece off and ended up selling him twelve
stories before he got sued and went out of business.
Although I had hit upon a niche market where I could be
unaccountably successful, writing that type of material under my own name did not seem like a good idea. Not with a
wife and two children in the house. So I came up with the
pseudonym of Mark Wildyr. After Googling it to make sure
I wasn’t tromping on someone else’s toes, I adopted it as
my own. Since then, I’ve published over sixty short stories,
one novella, and five novels as Wildyr. I have three more
stories and three more novels due out over the next year. In
my opinion, this is the proper use of a pen name.
As a result of my entry in a SWW annual writing contest,
a publisher expressed interest in some detective novels I’d
written. I had decided to make the protagonist – an exMarine, ex-Albuquerque cop turned PI – gay, even though
the novels are not “sex” books. I arrived at this decision for
two reasons: to try and bring over some readers from the
successful Wildyr books and to make BJ Vinson different
from all those other confidential investigators out there.
After talking to my family, I wrote those books as Don
Travis (my middle name). I did this in the face of advice to
the contrary from several people. Let me say that they were
right.
Finally, I write under my own name, probably as a matter
of ego. I wanted it known that I am an author. Some fortyodd years ago, I penned a post-WWII family saga book that
was to be the ultimate novel. The problem was that the
manuscript exceeded 1,000 pages and 288,000 words. In
my defense, those were the days of books like The House
Divided, which has a 1,000 published pages. I reread my
languishing masterpiece years later and felt it was potentially a decent book. Some hard (and very painful scrubbing)
got it down to 145,000 words, but that was still too long for
either of my publishers. To heck with it. I’d self-publish the
novel as an ebook. After only one course at OSHER (taught
by our very own Sarah Baker), I was ready. Ergo, I now
write as Donald T. Morgan, as well.
What have I learned from all this. First, there is no problem from an accounting or tax standpoint in using pen
names. Every publisher I know requires your manuscript to
have a heading giving your legal (and taxable) name and
contact information. Every contract I have ever seen between author and publisher is signed in the writer’s legal

name regardless of the “writing as” name. I am always
paid as Donald T. Morgan, never as Mark Wildyr or
Don Travis. So I have no legal or accounting problems
with aliases.
Pen names can cause a bit of confusion when addressing people face-to-face or during formal talks, especially if you are using more than one. I make a joke of it by
claiming I’m a fractured personality anyway, so it works
for me. But this initial awkwardness isn’t a cause for
serious concern.
The real problem comes with the need to build multiple platforms for selling your books. As a 20th-century
man dragged kicking and screaming into the 21stcentury, I find social media to be the curse of Humankind. Yet, I have very deliberately created circumstances where I must have three websites, support three different blogs, three separate Facebook and Twitter accounts. Not to mention three Google+ pages, Amazon
Author’s pages, etc. The result is that I perform all of
these separate tasks in a seriously inadequate manner
while spending too much time in the effort. My efforts
are splintered, so to speak, so the results are also splintered.
To sum up: My advice is to never use a nom de plume
unless there is a really valid reason for doing so. And
then stick with it from that point on, even if the genre
you’re writing changes.
Don Morgan is a longtime SouthWest Writers member.
He and SWW member, Dennis Kastendiek, teach the
Wordwrights Writing Class at North Domingo Baca
Multigenerational Center every Monday from 1:30 to
3:00 P.M. He has published over sixty short stories for
various publishers and magazines and currently has
eight novels in print.

The Big Wheel
By Scott Archer Jones
Robko Zlata is careening across
America with a call girl–his ex-wife.
Robko stole the wrong thing, a device that guarantees immortality.
His wrathful target, a corrupt billionaire, wants the world's greatest
technology back. Robko's new worst
enemy unleashes his fortune in unrelenting pursuit. Throw in the underground world of drugs and punk
clubs, five-star hotels and cheap
motels and Robko is in for one hell
of a crash.

www.scottarcherjones.com
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Who Am I Again?
by Sarah H. Baker
Writing under a pseudonym or three isn't for those
with memory challenges.
(I admit, I’ve signed the
wrong name to a book at least
twice.) My advice is to be
sure you need different
names. But if you do, don't
hesitate to use them. In my
case, I write novels in three
distinct genres and don’t
want my romance readers
picking up a mystery by mistake, or my mystery readers
picking up erotica. Genre
fiction is all about reader expectations. I want my readers
to know what they’re getting.
There are no legal issues to worry about when using a
pen name; it isn't like changing your name. You don't
have to register your pseudonym anywhere. You simply
choose it and go. Generally, you don't submit work to an
editor or agent under anything but your real name. Once
they offer you a contract, you'll have an opportunity to
give them your nom de plume. Then you need to decide
which name to use for your copyright information. If you
really don't want people to know who you are—say, for
example, you don't want your other-life work colleagues
to know you write erotica—you can use your pseudonym
on the copyright page. The check from your publisher,
agent, or Amazon, will still come to you.
There are challenges associated with multiple pseudonyms. One is the difficulty all of us have building a reader fan base. If you write under several names, you have
to build several fan bases. Of course, if one name becomes really well known, you can use it to augment your
others. Many people had no idea A. N. Roquelaure, author of the erotic novel Sleeping Beauty, was really Anne
Rice when the book first came out.
I'm willing to wager that a few Anne Rice fans opened
their first book of erotica once she publicized her previously hidden pseudonym.
Another challenge is the time spent on publicity. We all
know you must work to get your name out there. With
three names, you have to work three times as hard. Consider three websites, three Facebook pages, three blogs,
three Twitter accounts…you get the idea. The more time
you spend on publicity, the less time you have to write.
One piece of advice: before you choose a pseudonym,
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search for it on the Internet and specifically on Amazon.
I've found someone writing under one of my names,
which could be a problem. If the other writer delivers a
poor book, it could be contributed to me and I could lose
readers. Unfortunately, that writer didn't search for her
name on Amazon, because I was already there.
Writing under pseudonyms is not difficult, and it can actually be fun. When I work as Lydia Parks, I can take on a
different persona. I sometimes even carry vampire fangs
to signings. I imagine it's similar to taking on a role as an
actor. However, if you don’t write in multiple genres, or
if you don’t need to write under another name, I advise
against doing it. Life is confusing enough!
Sarah H. Baker, with more than 20 published novels, writes
mystery as S. H. Baker, romance as Sarah Storme, and erotica
as Lydia Park. Besides writing and working as an engineer,
Sarah enjoys teaching a self-publishing class for Osher and an
introduction to novel writing for UNM's Continuing Education
program.

SWW Meeting Speaker

Saturday, July 4,
10:00 am – noon
Online Writing
Opportunities An Expanding Universe
Rob Spiegel
Whatever subject you're interested in-- metaphysics,
quilting, salsa recipes, or bull riding --there are opportunities to write about it on the internet. Once you get
some practice, you can get paid to do it. The world of
print magazine is shrinking, but Internet content is ever-expanding. Gone are the days when the feature article ruled. Online writing now is blogs, slideshows,
stubbing, interactive content, podcasts, and webinars.
It's all fun, and it's all essentially writing.
Join Rob Spiegel as he shows you where to find writing
work online. He'll tell you how to avoid the dark alleys
and nasty traps that can ensnare you. He'll point you in
the direction of healthy markets that are always seeking new writers.
Rob Spiegel has been writing for the Internet since the
mid-1990s, when everyone was on AOL. He now works
as a senior editor for Design News, a magazine that
started as a print publication 40 years ago and is now
nearly 100 percent online. He has used the Internet to
find writing work across Europe as well as in the U.S.
and Canada.

Brown Bag Session following the July 4th Meeting
Joycelyn Campbell
Networking Isn’t a Four-Letter Word
If your purpose in writing is to get your words out into the world and into other people’s hands, hearts, and minds, you need to be comfortable getting yourself out there first. You don’t need to be a raving extrovert in order to be good at networking. Nor do you need to be a glad-handing salesperson. That’s not what
networking is about. Find out what it is, what it isn’t, why it’s important, and how to make it work for you.
Joycelyn Campbell straddles the writing and entrepreneurial worlds. She has several decades of experience with
writing groups, conferences, and classes and professional networking groups. She’s noticed that while entrepreneurs
are more likely to network because they have to, many of them don’t like it any more than writers do—which explains
the numerous professional happy hour events. Both groups share many of the same misconceptions, several of which
she would like to dispel to make networking more enjoyable for you.

Rogue Writers
Second Tuesday of the month from 5:00
pm – 6:30 pm at Aux Dog Theatre in the
UNM/Nob Hill area.

Upcoming Speaker
SWW Meeting Tuesday July 21 7-9pm

Making it Real
Tuesday, July 14 • 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
A Rogue Writers Meeting
at Aux Dog Theatre
HOW TO CHOOSE A TOPI C FOR
YOUR MAGAZINE ARTICL E
Melody Groves
Join author Melody Groves to
learn about choosing topics for
magazine articles.
Melody Groves is the author
of four historical fiction novels, three non-fiction books
and dozens of magazine articles. Past-president of
SouthWest Writers, she’s also a member of Western
Writers of America. And when not writing, she
plays rhythm guitar in the Jammy Time Band. Visit
her at www.melodygroves.net.

With

Jane Lindskold
What makes a character resonate with readers? How does setting or backstory play a part
in this process? Do you need to know your
characters and setting in advance or can you
get to know them while writing? Using examples
drawn from her wide experience as a writer of
science fiction and fantasy – genres where often
nothing is "real" – Jane Lindskold will offer tips
on how to make your story – whether fiction or
non-fiction – more vividly alive to readers.
Jane Lindskold is the award-winning, New York
Times bestselling, internationally published author of twenty-five novels and nearly seventy
short stories. Her highly praised collection of
essays on writing, Wanderings on Writing, came
out late in 2014. Her most recent novel, Artemis
Invaded (Tor, June 2015), is the sequel to Artemis Awakening (Tor, May 2014). You can learn
more about her and her works at
www.janelindskold.com.
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MORE SWW SPONSORED EVENTS!

Classes by BETSY JAMES
Getting at It: Inviting the Good Stuff
Wednesdays 5:45-7:45pm June 17, 24, July 1, 8, 15, 22
Cost is $240 SWW members; $250 Osher members; $290 nonmembers
What does it take? Not just to get writing, but to get at what’s in you: the stuff so vital and interesting—and, well, you—
that you have to write it. Novelist and teacher Betsy James is famous for classes that engage all the senses, sneak up on
the psyche, and invite the writer-self to discover where it thrives. In weekly assignments of 1000 words or less, her popular and long-running courses in fiction offer 6 weeks of challenge, respectful critique, and fellowship for writers and
would-be writers of a broad range of fiction. Adaptable to all fiction formats, realistic or speculative, adult to older juvenile. Register early! Class is limited to 10 students.

Weirdness: Writing the Shadow Season
6 weeks Thursdays, 5:45-7:45 October 15, 22, 29 and November 5, 12, 19
Cost is SWW members $240; Osher members $250, non-members $290

Strange things walk abroad...are you one of them? This is Betsy James’s infamous 6-week course in otherworldly writing: science fiction, fantasy, horror, and anything else on earth or off it. Far from giving you
nightmares, these rigorous, fun sessions get you thinking, critiquing, and working like a writer. In weird-andweekly assignments of 1000 words or less you’ll explore quirks and craft, learn respectful peer critique, and
develop a writerly camaraderie with an assortments of fellow oddballs—who may become part of your support
system, since you’ll also learn how to conduct your own critique group.
Register early! Class is limited to 10 students.
Betsy James is the author-illustrator of sixteen books and many stories for adults, teens and children.
Her latest novel, Listening at the Gate, is a Tiptree Award Honor Book and a New York Times Best
Book for the Teen Age. Visit her on the web at: http://www.betsyjames.com AND http://
www.listeningatthegate.com
All classes take place at the SWW office located at 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, ABQ. You can register at
the SWW meetings, thru the website, www.southwestwriters.com, or by calling the office at
(505) 830-6034

President Rob Spiegel gets ready to start the meeting on Saturday, May 2nd
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Pen Names
By Melody Groves
Back when I was first starting
out writing fiction, I went through
all the Western fiction writers’
names. Only one was a woman—
Jane Candida Coleman. Ten years
later, that’s still pretty much true,
although a few write Western
Mystery and now Western Romance. But only a handful of us
pen traditional “gunfight/barroom
brawl/ kiss the horse-ride off into
the sunset” L’Amour-inspired fiction. That’s not to say women don’t write Western—they
usually write Western Non-Fiction.
Because there were so few of us, I figured men (who
predominately read Westerns) would not buy from a female writer. So, I decided to write under a pen name—
Mesa Dean. I chose “Dean” because (1) it’s my maiden
name and easy to spell; and (2) since fiction is filed alphabetically, it would be near the front. My husband, daughter and I came up with “Mesa” because (1) it sounds
Western; and (2) I took the first two letters of my first
name and the first two of my middle name (Sarah) and
voila! Mesa was born.
My first two novels (both self-published) were written
under Mesa Dean, while my non-fiction book on rodeo
(published by UNM Press) was under Melody Groves. At
book signings, this really confused things. I went so far as
to make up two name badges and wore both at the same
time. Honestly, I got tired of explaining to people why I
wrote under two names. And while I thought I was cleverly fooling the public, I wasn’t. I’ve come to the decision
that it doesn’t matter if it’s a male-sounding or femalesounding name on the cover. If it’s good, they’ll buy it. I
have yet to meet a potential buyer who turns down my
book because of my gender.
When a traditional publisher, who distributes through
UNM Press, opted to republish my already self-published
novels, he asked if I would change back to Groves since
my rodeo book was selling well and I’d established a
name for myself in the Western/rodeo market. I jumped at
the chance because it sure made life easier. (For the record, my husband was not in favor of going back to
Groves—he liked Mesa Dean saying it sounded more
“Western” than Melody Groves.) In some ways I wish I’d
started with Mesa Dean—a bit more unusual and memorable—but I’m okay with being me.
The only professional writers I know who use a pen
name are those who write two or more genres. For that, I
see the logic. (1) You’re not competing with yourself

(at least the public doesn’t know it); (2) If you choose to
publish with a different publisher, it’s easier to differentiate.
Social networking can be a bear. You certainly can have
followers, but sometimes it’s better to have 100 followers
of Joe Blow rather than 50 followers of Jim Below and 50
of John Bellamy. In my case, once publicity and social
media came along, it was pretty obvious I’m a girl. I
thought about leaving out my photo on the back cover, but
ego took over.
As an aside, I received a check one time for a book—
made out to Mesa Dean. I endorsed it with Melody
Groves. My bank never questioned it. So, I don’t know if
that’s good or bad. Maybe I should change banks… At
any rate, using a pen name is always, always an adventure.
Melody Groves is the author of
four historical fiction novels, three
non-fiction books and dozens of
magazine articles. Past-president of
SouthWest Writers, she’s also a
member of Western Writers of
America. And when not writing,
she plays rhythm guitar in the Jammy Time Band. Visit her at
www.melodygroves.net.

Hillerman Conference

Registration is now open for the
2015 Hillerman Writer’s Conference
in Santa Fe, November 5-7,
2015. This year's all-star faculty includes Hampton Sides (Blood and
Thunder), Anne Hillerman (SpiderWoman's Daughter), David Morrell
(First Blood), and SWW's own Chuck
Greaves (Hard Twisted.) For more
information and to take advantage of
the early-bird discount, please visit: http://wordharvest.com/
hillerman-writers-conference/.

Help Support SouthWest Writers
SWW receives a commission on books
ordered via this link to Amazon.
SouthWestWriters.com * 9

Networking Isn’t a Four-Letter Word



Joycelyn Campbell
If you’re a writer, unless you’re doing it strictly as a hobby, you’re also a businessperson. In
this brave new world, the business of writing
requires that writers do a few things they
weren’t required to do in the past. One of
those things is networking—something that
isn’t inherently appealing to many writers.



On one hand, it’s part of human nature to resist or avoid the things that make us uncomfortable. On the other hand, we are social animals, and social networks have been vital to
our survival as a species. Many in the business
world consider networking to be essential to a
business’s success. My own experience has led me to conclude that it’s our misconceptions of—and attitudes about—
networking, rather than networking itself, that prevent us
from diving in and reaping the benefits a network can provide.

The Top 10 Reasons People Avoid Networking
They fear rejection.
They equate networking with selling.
They don’t like crowds.
They’re too impatient.
They’re uncomfortable meeting new people.
They don’t like attending (evening/lunch/weekend/
breakfast) events.
They’re too busy/don’t have time.
They don’t want to ask for favors.
They think networking is inauthentic.
They don’t understand the benefits.

You can learn from other people—and
from other people’s experience. When you
have a network, you don’t have to figure out every
single thing (about writing or publishing or marketing) all by yourself.
You gain access to resources and information. People not only know people you don’t know, they also
have information you don’t have and access to resources you may not even know exist.



You can get out of your own head (Part B): You can
test your ideas and hone your elevator pitch by getting feedback, reactions, and suggestions from a variety of people you know and trust at different stages
of your work. The more people I’ve talked—and listened—to, the better I’ve become at describing my
projects because I’ve actually developed a deeper
understanding of them.



You’ll have a better chance of staying up-to-date. If
you’re spending your time writing, you aren’t keeping up with all the latest trends and relevant news in
the writing world. If you’re keeping up with all the
trends and news, you have less time for writing. In a
network, the function of paying attention to what’s
happening in the wider world tends to be shared.

A network can offer you support and help you stay motivated. Writing is a solitary job that can be lonely, even
for an introvert. And who understands the trials, tribula- 
tions, and challenges you’re facing better than fellow
writers?
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You can get out of your own head (Part A): The only
perspective you can have on your work is yours.
Other people may see potential or possibilities you
don’t see from your particular vantage point. Getting
other people’s perspectives has been particularly
beneficial for me.

Why should you invest your time and energy in building a
writing network? What exactly are the benefits to be
reaped?


You gain access to people beyond
your immediate circle. Someone knows
someone who knows just the person you
need to meet. When I wanted to locate and
talk to an architect who had practiced in
the 70s, I got names and phone numbers
from someone in my network. That saved
me a substantial amount of time.



A network is simply a group of interconnected people, so
networking means talking to other people and connecting
with them. Whether you’re networking in person or online,
the goal is to build and maintain mutually beneficial relationships.
What’s In It for You?

A network can help you find the right critique group.
A good critique group is one of the most valuable
assets a writer can have. The more writers you know,
the better your chances are of finding the
best group for you.

You can increase your self-confidence. Networking
can help you overcome some of the discomfort you
may have in talking to strangers. That means you’ll
be better prepared when you’re face-to-face with the

editor, agent, or publisher you want to make a good
impression on.




You can become better-known. As you get to know
more people, more people get to know who you are.
Networking can provide a big boost when it comes to
building your author platform.
If you wait to begin building your network until you
need it, you will have waited too long. The time to start
is either when you begin writing, or if that ship has already sailed, right now.

At the Brown Bag Meeting on Saturday, July 4, you’ll
learn the most important dos and don’ts of building a
strong, successful writing network, a few of which may
surprise you. We’ll also touch on online networking, and
you’ll receive a list of about a dozen social media sites just
for writers.
Joycelyn Campbell straddles the writing and entrepreneurial worlds. She has several decades of experience with
writing groups, conferences, classes, and professional networking groups. She’s noticed that while entrepreneurs are
more likely to network because they have to, many of them
don’t like it any more than writers do—which explains the
numerous professional happy hour events. Both groups
share many of the same misconceptions. She would like to
dispel some of them in order to make networking more enjoyable for you. She is currently a member of SWW’s
board. You can visit her online at www.farthertogo.com
(learn how to use your brain), www.givemeadaisy.com
(writing and creativity), or www.ninepaths.com
(enneagram).

Writers' Workshop
Tinkertown Museum is hosting a Writers' Workshop
in the Tinkertown Garden on Saturday June 13, 2015
10:00am-4:00pm led by Slim Randles and Tanya Ward
Goodman.
Slim Randles' nationally syndicated column, "Home
Country" appears in 359 newspapers and he is the author of 16 books. Tanya Ward Goodman is the author of
the memoir "Leaving Tinkertown". It won the 2014 NM/
AZ Book Award for Best Book and the 2015 Zia Book
Award.
The workshop will provide authors of all experience levels with tools and deepen your craft and get your writing
into print. Tuition is $70.00 per person which includes lunch and program materials. Enrollment is limited to 15 participants.
Call Tinkertown Museum to reserve your spot 505-2815233 or email carla@tinkertown.com

More SWW Sponsored Events

"Crafting a Nonfiction
Book Proposal"
Classes by

Loretta Hall
Saturdays,
August 8, 15, 22, and
September 5
from 2:00 to 4:00pm
You dream of hordes of readers ordering your book
from Amazon.com or happily discovering copies on
the shelf at their local bookstores. But that's not going to happen unless you can sell your manuscript
to a publisher first. (Even if you decide to selfpublish, you'd better evaluate your book like a publisher would!) Loretta will explain the steps for selling to your first, and most important, customer: a
publisher. Topics include planning a marketable
book, finding appropriate publishers to submit to,
and preparing a thorough, professional book proposal.
Presenter's bio: Loretta Hall has worked with four
different publishers to produce her six nonfiction
books. The lessons she has learned from these experiences will give you a head start with your quest
to get published. Loretta served on the SouthWest
Writers board for four years and received the 2007
Parris Award.
Location: SWW office 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE
SWW Members $99; OSHER members $109;
nonmembers $119
Future Workshop by Loretta Hall
Websites for Writers
Saturday, October 17th. 1-5pm
SWW Main Office
Learn how to design a website that will be attractive and
effective. Topics include domain names, purpose of your
website, website design concepts, hosting options, search
engine rankings, and inexpensive (or free) site-building
software. We will explore options for creating and maintaining your own website without knowing any programming language. Using the types of template-based programs and reliable but inexpensive hosts we will discuss,
the cost of your site can range from $0 to about $10 per
month. If you decide to have someone build your site for
you, this workshop will prepare you to talk knowledgeably with that person about what you want.
SouthWestWriters.com * 11

Member Successes
The Corrales Writing Group 2014 Anthology won second place
in the New Mexico Press Women's Excellence in Communications Contest, in the Books and Creative Writing - Short Stories
category. Authors include SWW members: Chris Allen, Sandi
Hoover, Tom Neiman, Jim Tritten, Pat Walkow, and Jasmine Tritten.
Donald DeNoon, during Poetry Month, joined other poets to
read from their work. First, as one of four featured poets at the
April 21 SouthWest Writers meeting, he focused on humor in
poetry. Then on April 26, at Sunday Chatter, he was in the company of five poets who read selections from the recently published Fixed and Free - poetry anthology 2015.
A Mother’s Story:Angie Doesn’t Live Here Anymore by
Marilea Rabasa (writing under the name Maggie C Romero)
won 1st Place in the HEALTH; ADDICTION AND RECOVERY division of the International Book Awards Contest sponsored by USA Book News.

Stephen Merlino won the 2014 annual competition in the fantasy category for his short story “Outside the
Game” which is an alternative first chapter to his
novel, The Jack of Souls.
Since the award, he has published the novel on
Amazon, landing on a couple Amazon ebook
bestseller lists and earning a 4.5-star rating on
Amazon with 60 reviews, and last month receiving a 5-star review from Midwest Book Review.
Karin Bradberry has 3 recent poetry successes. She participated in the Spring Potpourri poetry reading at the Juan Tabo
Branch of Albuquerque-Bernalillo Library and the
"nowSeeHear" program sponsored by NM Council of Humanities, which paired 8 painters with 8 poets who wrote poems
inspired by their paintings, and she completed Found Poetry
Review's Poetry Month challenge, writing 30 poems for their
Poetry Month Scout website. These can be found at
www.pomosco.com

SWW Members are 2015 NM Press Women’s Communications Contest winners
Congratulations!
Category

Entry Title

First Name Last Name Place

Happy Easter
Arts Talk: Max Evans and a Few Friends
A Short & Happy Guide to Financial Wellbeing

Bobbi
Sherri

Adams
Burr

3rd
1st

Sherri

Burr

HM

Mi Amore Italiano
My Unibrow: Post-Traumatic Tweezer Disorder
Football Facts for Females, or If You Can't
Beat 'Em, Join 'Em
In “Game of Thrones,” Female Characters
Hold the Crown

Teresa

Civello

2nd

Teresa

Civello

3rd

Susan

Cooper

2nd

Desiree

Cooper

HM

Kevin

Getchell

3rd

Feature story - Online publication

Ben Hur in New Mexico
Spaceport America: A Convergence of Ideas
and Events

Loretta

Hall

2nd

Nonfiction books for adult readers - General
Nonfiction

Space Pioneers: In Their Own Words

Loretta

Hall

2nd

Skyscrapers
Loretta
The History of Space Debris
Loretta
Getting Men to the Moon: Behind-the-Scenes
Stories
Loretta
Alleged Hate Crimes at Nosh Deli in Albuquerque
Dianne

Hall
Hall

2nd
3rd

Hall

HM

Layden

1st

Park Honoring A-bomb Must Tell of Its Costs
Lonely River Village
Lonely River Village
Corrales Writing Group 2014 Anthology

Layden
Libman
Libman
Tritten

3rd
1st
3rd
2nd

Short Stories - Single story
Talk Show (radio or television)
Nonfiction books for adult readers - General
Nonfiction
Short Stories - Single story
Short Stories - Single story
Nonfiction books for adult readers - Humor
Writing - Opinion/Editorial/Reviews
Feature story - Magazine, newsletter, or other
non-newspaper print publication

Chapter in a book
Speech
Speech
News Story - Magazine, newsletter, other
Editorial / Opinion - Print-based newspaper
Novels for adult readers
Young-adult books - Fiction
Short Stories Book Collection

12 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * June 2015

Dianne
Norma
Norma
James

Illustration by Betsy James

Announcements

This Odd Calling:
Creativity and the Writing Life
by Betsy James

Amy Reece is excited to announce the publication of
SEEKER, Book 1 in The Seeker Series on April 28, 2015.
Seeker is Young Adult paranormal/romance/suspense and
is set in Albuquerque. The
Seeker Series is published by
Limitless Publishing and is
available at amazon.com: http://
bit.ly/1bpe8fG in ebook and paperback.

The “As you know, Bob,” Syndrome
Don’t try to stuff information into a story by writing
dialogue that nobody would ever use. The “as you
know, Bob,” syndrome can raise its evil snout in any
fiction genre, but it’s especially prevalent in science
fiction and fantasy:
“How you doin’, Joe?”
“Well, as you know, Bob, given that Planet
Greep’s seven suns emit radiation nine times
stronger than we receive on Earth, and since the
invasion of the Jockzdraaps two thousand years
ago aggravated the issue by skewing the solar orbits and forcing the entire population of Widjims
into vasselage, my psoriasis has been acting up.
Aside from that, not bad, considering.”

Effective June, 2015, SWW member Chuck
Greaves will be writing a monthly book review
column for the Four Corners Free Press newspaper in Colorado. Any SWW member with a forthcoming traditionally-published book of local interest to Southwestern readers and who wishes
to submit an ARC to Chuck for his consideration
may do so by contacting him at
chuck@chuckgreaves.com.

SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

 Query letters
 Synopses
 Articles
 Essays
 Nonfiction books
 Book proposals
 Short Stories

 Mainstream/literary fiction
 Genre fiction
 Children’s
 Middle-grade
 Young Adult
 Screenplays/stageplays
 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.
SouthWestWriters.com * 13

Why Use a Pen Name?

By Kathy Wagoner

Deciding whether or not to use a pen name is just one of many choices writers have to make
when preparing to publish. It’s an easier decision for some than for others.
Two years ago I published This New Mountain under the pen name Cate Macabe. I had never
intended to write a memoir (not mine or that of a private detective/grandmother), but from the
start of that journey I knew I would use a pseudonym. My reasons were simple: 1) I write science fiction and fantasy, and I didn’t want to confuse future readers who might someday search
for my other work; and 2) my writing style is significantly different for the memoir and my
speculative fiction.
If you’re not sure taking on a pen name is right for you and your writing, here are ten reasons
in favor of using one, followed by possible complications if you do.

Why Use a Pen Name


Need to separate genres – keep them separate if your audience has different expectations (children’s books vs.
erotica)
 Recognize that gender names sell better in specific genres

Women for romance, men for science fiction

Some names bring to mind a specific type (strong, manly names for military or crime fiction, girly names for
chick lit)
 Your real name is too hard to pronounce or spell, or sounds “ugly” or silly
 Create a brand or persona (a name to identify with; catchy, easy to remember)
 Separate your work as a writer from your private life or from your profession
 Avoid confusion – your real name is the same as another author or celebrity, or a personality/profession you
don’t want to be identified with
 Your real name is too common
 Present your work without the pressure of living up to a previous success
 Different writing styles – readers come to expect a consistency in style
 Fresh start – if previous work has not sold well

Complications








People might see you as being phony or trying to hide something.
People who know you under your real name might have trouble finding you and your work
Payments – for indie authors, make sure payments are made out to your real name or that you can take payments under your pen name
If published under one name already:
You start from scratch – not all readers will follow you to your new work, messes with branding
Social media – keeping up with posting under different names (maybe separate websites, too)
Contract violation – some contracts forbid publishing under a different name or in a different genre

Choosing to use a pen name is a decision that should be made carefully, knowing it will add complications to
your life (and deciding which one to use is even more complex). Rachelle Gardner, author/blogger/editor, gives this
advice for those considering using a pen name:
“We’re not going to completely get away from pseudonyms, since there are real reasons people use them. However,
for now I’d say, only use [a pen name] if it’s crucial – if there’s no other way. And if you use one – it’s best to use only
one name in your online presence – website, blog, Facebook, Twitter. Just inhabit that name and become it.”
Reprinted with permission of the author from her website: http://thisnewmountain.com/2014/02/21/why-use-a-penname
Kathy Wagoner is a member of the board of directors of SouthWest Writers and is a past editor of the organization’s
newsletter, the SouthWest Sage. Writing as Cate Macabe, she authored This New Mountain: a memoir of AJ Jackson,
private investigator, repossessor, and grandmother. She has a new speculative fiction blog at klwagoner.com and
writes about memoir at ThisNewMountain.com.
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Critique Groups
Fiction/Nonfiction
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke, enke@unm.edu
Erna Fergusson Library
Second Wed. each month,
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time
Mainstream Fiction
Online Critique Group
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com
Sci-Fi
Send name and writing experience to:
ccSFcg@aol.com
Suspense/Mystery
Olive Balla is looking to form a critique group for fiction. Her genre is suspense/mystery, and she would
like to meet once or twice per month in Los Lunas, or
within a fifteen mile radius. If this sounds interesting
please contact her directly.
Email: ombal-la@gmail.com (505) 865-5315
(Landline) (505) 550-0011 (Cell)
Mixed genre
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is looking for two energetic members. We meet in members’
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com. Include a 1 page
sample of your writing.

All Genres
The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek
moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 2nd floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis,
dwjkas@yahoo.com
Genre, Novel Length
2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm Reviewing readyto-query novels Lee, Lee@seki.com
Screenwriting
Duke City Screenwriters Every other Thursday 6-9:00
pm Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com
or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
Nonfiction
The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every
other Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns
hosting
Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or
gail@AGoodGoodbye.com

Looking For a Critique Group?
Email Rose Kern at swwsage@swcp.com with the
following information and we’ll publish your request: Name, email address, phone number, genre
preference, geographic location (Belen, NW Heights,
near UNM, etc.) preference for frequency of meetings, preferred day of the week.

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups
The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis
Kastendiek moderate, all genres welcome. North
Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Room 1,
1st floor. Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis:
dwjkas@yahoo.com

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm,
North Domingo Baca Multi-generational Center
(corner of Wyoming and Carmel) Short workshops/
discussions. Pre-schmooze dinner, Flying Star, WyChildren’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique oming & Paseo, 5:30-6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwigroup meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, nm.org
San Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m .
Bring five copies of five pages, double-spaced, to The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7
share.
pm, at the North Domingo Baca Multigenerational
Duke City Screenwriters:
facility, Room 7, Second Floor www.croak-andMeets every other Thursday
dagger.com/
6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!
Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or
Marc Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com
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SWW Meeting Speaker

Jonathan Miller
Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am – noon

How to Turn Your Life into a
(Successful) Book…
And Not Get Sued
Jonathan Miller will discuss how to turn your life experiences into a published novel, without
getting hauled into court. He will start with picking the right idea from your life and writing an
outline. Next, he will focus on starting and finishing the book. Once the book is done, how do
you get it published and then marketed? In one hour or less, he will talk about how to take an
idea that is a glimmer in your eye to the bestseller list.

Bio
Jonathan Miller began writing at Albuquerque Academy. His first published novel was Rattlesnake Lawyer, which came out in 2000. He has several published novels and non-fiction. He
helped initiate the SouthWest Writers anthology.

Speaker Mark Stevens gives SWW members a new perspective.
Networking during the break at a SWW meeting.

Welcome New SouthWest Writer’s Members!
Marc Kwasman
Mara Burns
Cindy Wickstrom
Charles Gurd
Michael Zbrozek
Mark Stevens
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Jack Woodville London
Asia Negron-Esposit
Rory MClannahan
Gwen Sun
Molly Shannon
Teresa Ewers

New SWW member Michael Zbrozek lets
people know his genre and interests at the
Saturday meeting.
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REGISTRATION OPENS JULY 1, 2015—NO FORMS OR MONEY WILL BE ACCEPTED OR LOGGED IN UNTIL THEN.
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SouthWest Writers
Monthly Meetings

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a
nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.

2015 Board of Directors
President: Rob Spiegel robspiegel@comcast.net
Vice-President and Speaker Coordinator
Bob Gassaway bgassaway@gmail.com
Secretary—Kathy Wagoner
swwSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer and Business Table organizer
Edith Greenly swwtreasurer@gmail.com
Webmaster –Kathy Wagoner
justwritesww@gmail.com
Sage Editor– Rose Marie Kern
swwsage@swcp.com
Social Media and slideshows
Kim Mitchell swwpublicrelations@gmail.com
Workshops and Classes Larry Greenly
SWWriters@juno.com
Conferences—Bobbi Adams
baadams23@msn.com
Joanne Bodin
jsbodin@msn.com
Harold Burnett
swwhmb@aol.com
Joycelyn Campbell
jcampbell8@msn.com
Jim Tritten
jimtritten@comcast.net
Next SWW Board meeting will be June 2nd at the
SWW office at 6:00pm.

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034 e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
Articles are copyright © 2015 by author. Facts, views and
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflec the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest
Writers. SWW does not necessarily endorse the advertisers.

are held at
New Life Presbyterian Church
5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034.
To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW meetings
or register online at www.southwestwriters.com.
Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month
from 10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
from 7 to 9pm. Rogue Writer meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of every month at Aux Dog Theatre near UNM, 3011 Monte Vista
Blvd NE.All SWW members are encouraged to come together

in celebration of the art of writing. Each meeting many members announce their recent successes and have an opportunity to network with other writers. Most meetings feature prominent speakers who bring their expertise in the arts of writing,
publication, editing, and many other topics of interest to those
in the profession.
After the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag session
is held to provide members with training in a variety of areas.
Meetings are free of charge for everyone.

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the
types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the
month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000
words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability
and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email
or in a word document with Times New Roman or Calibri
font in 11pt. size. Do not get fancy with any formatting or
fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.
Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage
Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.

Workshop and Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From
one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select
another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the
class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund.
We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.
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Mark your calendars for more Upcoming
Speakers at SWW Meetings including:
Tuesday, July 14, 5:00 – 6:30 pm
A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre
How to Choose a Topic for Your Magazine Article
— Melody Groves
Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am – noon
How to Turn Your Life into a (Successful) Book…And
Not Get Sued
— Jonathan Miller
Saturday, August 1, 12:30-1:30pm Brown Bag
Improve Your Language Tools
—Grace LaBatt
Tuesday, August 11, 5:00 – 6:30 pm
A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre
Topic To Be Announced
— Elise Mchugh
Tuesday, August 18, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
A LERA Co-Meeting
Defying Gravity—Writing Cross-Genre and Succeeding
Anyway!
— Jeffe Kennedy
Tuesday, Sept 8th—5-6:30pm
A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre
Topic—To Be Announced
—Genevieve Muller Alibi Columnist
Tuesday, October 13th, 5:00 – 6:30 pm
A Rogue Writers Meeting at Aux Dog Theatre
Topic To Be Announced
— Juan Aranda, Technical Writer

SWW Members:
Place an ad for your book with cover art
and a blurb of 50-60 words.

$10/month or $25/three months
Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,
swwsage@swcp.com
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Call for Nominations
The nomination process for the 2016 SWW executive
board is underway. Each year SouthWest Writers elects
four of its members to the board positions of President,
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The election
will be held at the SWW annual meeting in October. Eligibility requirements for President and Vice-President: A
member in good standing for no less than one (1) year
immediately preceding the date of nomination and served
one (1) year on the SWW Board. Requirements for Secretary and Treasurer: A member in good standing for no
less than one (1) year immediately preceding the date of
nomination or have the requirement waived by the SWW
Board. Additionally, the Treasurer must have the necessary qualifications for the position. If you are willing to
serve or wish to nominate an SWW member, please submit your nomination(s) to Larry Greenly at SWWriters@juno.com. For the duties of each position, see the
SWW Bylaws found under the Membership tab at
www.southwestwriters.com.

Request for Assistance—Blogging
Kathy Wagoner, SWW's blogmaster, is looking
for one or more individuals to help coordinate
blogposts for the website. If interested, please
send an email to justwritesww@gmail.com

Find SouthWest
Writers on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@SW_Writers

The Storyteller’s Anthology
is available to order in paperback on Amazon here. A
great addition to any library,
it exemplifies the diversity of
talent we bring to the literary world. Please consider
leaving a positive comment
on the Review page with a 5star rating to enhance saleability of this excellent
example of outstanding authorship by members
of SouthWest Writers!

Self Nominations are allowed and encouraged!
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