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Author Interviews on the SWW Website 

If you don’t follow the SWW blog, you might not have noticed the author 

interviews posted there since the beginning of 2015. Any SWW member 

with a published book is invited to contact justritesww@gmail.com to be 

scheduled for an interview. The following author members have new inter-

views on the blog (not previously published in SouthWest Sage). Clicking 

on the name will take you to that particular post. 

 

Olive Balla                                      Susan C. Cooper 

Joyce Hertzoff                                 Shirley Raye Redmond 

Elizabeth Rose                                 Patricia Smith Wood 

 

Several interviews first published in the newsletter were also republished on 

the SWW blog: 

 

Sarah H. Baker                               S.S. Bazinet 

Elizabeth Ann Galligan                  Larry Greenly 

E. H. “Hack” Hackney                   RJ Mirabal 

Gale O’Brien 
 

In November, look for interviews with Robert Kidera and Irene Blea. Com-

ing in December, read about Keith Pyeatt and Parris Afton Bonds. 
 

Follow our blog so you won’t miss another interview (and other writing-

related articles). You can also find SouthWest Writers on Facebook,  

Twitter, and LinkedIn. 

Steve Marboli on Writing: 
 

“If you hang out with chickens, you're going to cluck and if you hang 

out with eagles, you're going to fly.”  

 
SouthWest Writers  can help you FLY! 

http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-olive-balla/
http://wp.me/p4gVD7-19Q
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-joyce-hertzoff-part-1/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-shirley-raye-redmond/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-elizabeth-rose/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-patricia-smith-wood/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/interview-with-author-sarah-h-baker/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-s-s-bazinet/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-elizabeth-ann-galligan/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-larry-greenly/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-e-h-hackney/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-rj-mirabal/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/an-interview-with-author-gale-obrien/
http://www.southwestwriters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/southwestwriters
https://twitter.com/SW_Writers
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/southwest-writers/88/711/405
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President’s Letter   by Rob Spiegel  

How Much We Don’t Know About Writing? 

   How does curriculum work at SouthWest Writers? Do you attend for a couple years, learn 

all you need, and then go on to a happy and successful writing career? With most profession-

al training, after a handful of years, and a specific set of classes, you’ve mastered the subject 

and it’s time to get a job. 

   With writing, it’s entirely different. Learning is lifelong, and that’s not just annual tune-up 

sessions where you learn the new rules and new technology. With writing, you can spend decades mastering the funda-

mentals. 

   I spent two decades writing before I felt truly comfortable using a semicolon. Now when I use one, I feel like I’m 

showing off. That’s not because I didn’t understand the rules of its usage; it’s because I didn’t have a feel for its use. 

   I’ve taught writing part-time for 15 years. That’s everything from newswriting to magazine writing to poetry and 

memoir. For years I introduced students to the handy little text Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White 

(the “Charlotte’s Web” guy). For the first eight years, I studied the book along with my students. That’s twice a year, 

spring and fall semesters. I learned something every single time. 

   When I found myself disagreeing with some of the content, I felt like I understood the book. That didn’t mean I was 

done learning. That only meant I was done learning from that particular tome. The learning continues. 

   Writing is essentially a set of problems that need to be solved. What’s my subject? How do I best address the subject? 

A novel, memoir, poetry, a nonfiction book? What elements are involved? Character, plot, voice, pace, diction, length, 

style, dialog, dialect, mystery, secrets, tense, and point of view. That’s just a handful of the considerations. To work 

with these elements, you need to plow your way through sentences, grammar, paragraphs, and the white space the page 

so dearly needs. 

   To get any good at writing, it takes a couple lifetimes. At least. Makes you appreciate that SouthWest Writers goes on 

and on and on. 

 WINNERS OF THE BI-MONTHLY CONTEST FOR   BEST BLOGS 
 

1.  Caiti Jackson, Albuquerque, NM,  "Milliseconds"   

2.  Mariliea Rabasa, Rio Rancho, NM  "My Life as Pentimento"   

3. Susan Olsen, Sandia Park, NM  "The Incarceration of Great Grandfather Caleb"   

  

Honorable Mention  

J.D. Griffith, Cumming, GA  "Girl Scout Cookies Ain't What They Used to Be"    

Barbara Boothe Loyd, Fredericksburg, TX  "Art History 101: Vincent van Gogh's Palette  



 SouthWestWriters.com * 3 

 

 

B R O W N  B A G  S E S S I O N  

S A T U R D A Y ,  N O V  7  A F T E R  
T H E  S W W  M E E T I N G  

 J E A N N E  S H A N N O N  
W H A T  M A K E S  A  M E M O I R  W O R K  

Do you enjoy looking back at your life experiences? Do 

you think about writing a full-length memoir but find the 

prospect daunting? Have you considered writing short 

memoir essays, and if so, do you know how to find a 

market for them? Whether you want to write short pieces 

or a longer work, it’s important to consider what makes a 

memoir work. We will look at some of the elements of 

fiction and poetry that can be used in a memoir to make 

it a “page turner.” 

Jeanne Shannon’s memoir essays have been published 

in two small-town newspapers in southwestern Virginia, 

where she grew up. Her book Stars Scattered Like Seeds 

contains stories that are somewhat fictionalized recollec-

tions of events in her early life. Her poetry has appeared 

in numerous small-press and university journals and an-

thologies, as well as in chapbooks and full-length collec-

tions. She earned a master’s degree in English (Creative 

Writing emphasis) from the University of New Mexico 

and worked for several years as a technical writer. 

Upcoming Speakers for SWW Meetings - November 

Saturday, November 7 

10:00 am - noon 
 

Sharon Oard Warner  
 

The Grand Scheme of Things: 

On Plot and Point of View in 

the Novel 
 

Novelists are fascinated by fortune or fate; we are stu-

dents of the grand scheme of things. In her excellent 

book, Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel, Jane Smiley 

explains that the “special appeal of the novel is the altera-

tion of action and reflection.” Plot (of which action is one 

aspect) and point of view (which dictates the sort of re-

flection a narrative can offer) go hand in hand. For Sharon 

Oard Warner, the intersection between plot and point of 

view is theme. In this talk, she will explain her thinking 

and provide examples using specifics from her own life, 

as well as from her new novel, Sophie’s House of Cards. 
 

Sharon Oard Warner has published a short story collec-

tion, Learning to Dance and Other Stories, and two nov-

els, Deep in the Heart and Sophie’s House of Cards. She 

has also edited an anthology, The Way We Write Now, 

Short Stories from the AIDS Crisis. Warner is a professor 

of English at the University of New Mexico, as well as 

the founder and director of the Taos Summer Writers' 

Conference. She is currently researching a new novel, 

tentatively titled Mrs. Lawrence. Visit her website at 

http://www.sharonoardwarner.com. 

Tuesday, November 17 

7:00 – 9:00 pm 
 

Grace Labatt 

                    On Editing 
 

Kingsley Amis wrote that an editor 

“prowls through your copy like an 

overzealous gardener with a pruning hook.” Yet the edi-

torial pruning hook, when used conscientiously, can turn 

a draft into a strong manuscript—and eventually into an 

unforgettable book. During this talk, Grace Labatt dis-

cusses editing: why everyone needs it, what it entails, 

how to find an editor, and how to make the most of the 

author-editor relationship. She will also look at a few 

examples of red-pen flourishing from literary history. 

Grace Labatt is an editor and copyeditor who works 

with independent authors and trade and academic press-

es. She has been a senior acquisitions editor at Voyageur 

Press in Minneapolis and an acquisitions editor at Oxford 

University Press in New York. Her book reviews have 

appeared in Kirkus Reviews, Pasatiempo, and Experience 

Life magazine. Grace studied literature at Princeton and 

now lives in Albuquerque.   http:labatteditorial.com. 

Rogue Writers  
Second Tuesday of the month from 

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm at Aux Dog The-

atre in the UNM/Nob Hill area. 

Tuesday, November 10 • 5:00 
pm to 6:30 pm 

Screenwriting De-
mystified 

Presented by: 
Stanley Ray 
 
Stanley Ray is an award-

winning screenwriter and 

filmmaker. In this presentation he will discuss his experiences 

writing and making movies in Albuquerque. 

http://www.unm.edu/~taosconf/index.htm
http://www.southwestwriters.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/JeanneShannon200.jpg
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Upcoming Speakers at SWW Meetings 

Saturday, December 5 • 10:00 am to noon                            

T H E  D E V I L ’ S  D U E — M U S T  W E  S E L L  O U T  T O  S E L L ?  

Lois Ruby 

Lois Ruby has always written serious books for older kids—until a couple of editors se-
duced her into writing ghost stories. Easy. Fast. Popular. But do writers compromise too 
much in order to see their work in print? This talk will explore the advantages and dis-
advantages of writing to sell vs. writing to salve the soul. 
 

Lois Ruby snuck in the back door as a writer for young people. That is, she was a Young Adult librarian for the 
Dallas Public Library, and after reading a thousand or so books in her department, she decided she could write 
the stuff herself. Why not? Her first book was published in 1977. Since then, eighteen more have seen print, and 
she’s no longer a working librarian. Instead, her time is divided among her family, research, writing, navel-
gazing, and visiting schools to energize children and teenagers about the joys of reading and the diverse world 
we call home. Oh, and she likes adults, too. Visit Lois at www.loisruby.com 

Brown Bag Poetry Session   

Dec. 5, 2015  12:30-1:15pm 

Gayle Lauradunn 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry: Slam, Spoken Word, Rap 

How do these forms/presentations differ? Or do 
they? How are they alike? 

We will look at samples of each and discuss how 
they affect us. Do they make us laugh, cry, or hurt 
our ears? We will spend a few minutes writing in one 
of these forms then read to each other (or not, as 
each person chooses). 

Gayle Lauradunn's debut poetry collection Reaching 
for Air was named a Finalist for Best First Book of 
Poetry by the Texas Institute of Letters. Her poems 
have been published in numerous local and national 
journals. Some have been adapted for the stage. 

Gayle is teaching a six-week Poetry class beginning 
Feb 10, 2016.  See page 8 for details.  

Rogue Writers 
December 8  5:00-6:30pm 

         Lille Norstad 
 

Significant Detail:  

            The Art of Showing 
 

When we attempt to "show" rather than 

"tell," it isn't hard to lose a reader by 

giving too much attention to things that don't contribute to 

moving the story forward. In Writing Fiction, author Janet 

Burroway notes that concrete detail appeals to our senses, 

while significant detail "also conveys an idea or judgement or 

both." As an example, she compares the sentence, "The win-

dowsill was green" to "The windowsill was shedding flakes 

of fungus-green paint." While the detail of the first sentence 

is concrete, the details of the second sentence provide addi-

tional information that evokes a greater feeling response from 

the reader: the window is old, in need of maintenance, and the 

green color is ugly. In this presentation, we will look at exam-

ples of significant detail from several writers, and we will 

practice creating greater significant detail in our own writing.  
 

Lille Norstad had published articles in Child Digest and Zia 

Sports, but wasn't satisfied with what she knew about the 

craft of putting words together, let alone what turns them into 

art. She enrolled in the Creative Writing Program at the Uni-

versity of New Mexico, and graduated with her BA in 1998, 

an MA in professional writing in 2003, and a PhD in Rheto-

ric, Composition, and the Teaching of English from the Uni-

versity of Arizona in 2011. She has six years of experience 

teaching courses in composition, professional writing, and 

creative writing at UNM, U of A, and CNM. In addition to 

writing, Lille enjoys traveling, building things, and being in 

nature. 

http://www.loisruby.com/
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Send your successes and announcements 
to the SouthWest Sage Editor at  

swwsage@swcp.com. 

 Announcements  

The Big Wheel 
 

By Scott Archer Jones 
 

Robko Zlata is careening across 
America with a call girl–his ex-
wife. Robko stole the wrong 
thing, a device that guarantees 
immortality. His wrathful target, 
a corrupt billionaire, wants the 
world's greatest technology 
back. Robko's new worst enemy 
unleashes his fortune in unre-
lenting pursuit. Throw in the 
underground world of drugs 
and punk clubs, five-star hotels 
and cheap motels and Robko is 
in for one hell of a crash. 

www.scottarcherjones.com 

Chuck Greaves' fifth novel, TOM & 
LUCKY AND GEORGE & COKEY FLO 
(Bloomsbury), a novelization of New 
York mobster Lucky Luciano's  
colorful and controversial 1936 vice 
trial, will be in bookstores worldwide 
on November 3.  Chuck will kick off 
his TOM & LUCKY book tour with a 
reading at Maria's Bookshop in Du-

rango on November 3 at 6:30 p.m., followed by an 
appearance at the Tony Hillerman Writers Confer-
ence in Santa Fe on November 5-7, where he will lec-
ture on "True Crime in Fiction and Nonfiction." 
 

Gayle Lauradunn's second poetry manuscript ALL 

THE WILD AND HOLY: A Life of Eunice Williams, 

1696-1785 received Honorable Mention for the May 

Sarton New Hampshire Poetry Prize from Bauhan Pub-

lishing.  Over 400 manuscripts were reviewed.  

 

 The Military Writers Society of America selected 
Larry Greenly’s book Eugene Bullard: World's First 
Black Fighter Pilot as its September Book of the 
Month for young adults. On October 19, Larry gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on  how to write a book and 
get it published.  Entitled "Getting the WWI Hero Eu-
gene Bullard's Story Told," The presentation took 
place at Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, Pa. 
 

Both Jim and Jasmine Tritten published two individu-

al chapters in the 2015 Military Writers Society of 

America (MWSA) anthology Hope and Courage. In ad-

dition, MWSA selected a short story by Jim for their Fall 

2015 issue of Dispatches. MWSA also listed the Cor-

rales Writing Group 2014 Anthology on their recom-

mended reading list for Autumn 2015. 

Don Morgan’s Medicine Hair, written under the pseu-

donym Mark Wildyr was released as an ebook. This is 

the fourth book in his Cut Hand series.  

Hello, my name is Charles Elkins. I just became a 
new member. I’m looking for a critique group in the 
Science Fiction genre. I’m also working on a Murder 
Mystery, but I’d like to complete my short story first. 
I live in the NE Heights, but I’m willing to travel 
wherever the meetings take place.  My cell number is 
(314) 276-3603. 
 
 

Robin Perini spoke at the Oct 13 SWW Meeting.  She 
did not bring enough handouts.  If you’d like one, you 
can get it on her website: www.robinperini.com/
southwest-writers-what-a-fun-time 

A Media Message Opportunity from Rob Alex 

Connecting with Authors:  

Talk About It Podcast  
We want to make connection with your group.  We are 

the creators of Authors Talk About It podcast.  We are 

on a mission to connect with as may authors as we can 

either through our podcast or our website.   

 We interview authors and get insight into their 

books.  However, we dive deeper and find out what 

tools and tips they have for other authors.   This is a 

great podcast for authors to learn and prepare for inter-

views about their books.  Check us out.  Maybe it 

would work out that some of you can also get on the 

show.  We would love that opportunity. 

 If you have any other questions please let me 

know.  Below is the link to our show on iTunes.   

 https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/author-interviews-

on-authors/id951364411?mt=2 

 Here is the link to our website, too. 

http://authorstalkaboutit.com  

http://www.scottarcherjones.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/author-interviews-on-authors/id951364411?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/author-interviews-on-authors/id951364411?mt=2
http://authorstalkaboutit.com/
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WHY DO WE DO  

      THAT VOODOO WE DO?   

by Olive Balla 

    I tap the screen of my Surface Pro, opening up yet an-

other writer’s blog asking me to identify why I write. The 

question evokes pangs of guilt, not to mention a modicum 

of shame at my inability to answer it. A frown creases my 

forehead. Other authors seem to have no problem defin-

ing their motivation. So, why couldn’t I come up with an 

acceptable rationale for doing what I do?  

   One blogging author claims his raison d’etre is the 

drive for pure creative expression. His stories offer the 

perfect venue for building other worlds peopled with folk 

of his conjuring. Yup, I say to myself, that’s a cool reason 

to write. Maybe I just feel the need to do me some creat-

ing.  

   Another writer vows she writes because she has no 

choice but to obey an Inner Command to do so. I cock my 

head at the implied nobility of that statement. Maybe 

that’s why I write. I DO sometimes feel compelled. No, 

really. Then I wonder what consequences might befall a 

writer who ignores the internal commander. Would she 

expire? Would she explode into unfulfilled bits of gelati-

nous non-writer? I sigh.   

   With a grateful heart I read where one blogger admits to 

purely mercenary motives. Time to get new carpet for the 

living room? No problem, just whip out a blockbuster. As 

a retiree living on a clenched-butt fixed income, that 

thought set off a responsive gong. Perhaps paving a path-

way to a gratifying payday is my true motivation after all.  

   Yet another writer offers details of his writer’s grist 

borne of pain. His life experiences infuse his writing with 

angst, his words a therapeutic outlet, a means of exploring 

and giving voice and depth to his stories. Here was a mo-

tive I could sink my teeth into. But although sixty-six 

years of life has brought the standard ups and downs my 

way, nothing could compare to the vicissitudes endured 

by some of the Greats.  

   Then there is the writer who believes he has important 

information for the world. Words of wisdom, or answers 

to the mysteries of the human condition. And there are 

indeed those writers whose words change the course of 

history. But alas, pleased to un-dangle participles and 

duct-tape split infinitives back together, I don’t even as-

pire to saying anything of such magnitude.  

   One woman suggests her writing career began upon 

reading a book that, in her opinion, was sub-par. After her 

initial disbelief that something so poorly written was pub-

lished by one of the Big Five (or is it Big Four? Whatev-

er.), she decided she could do better. And maybe she did. 

Any writer will confess to head-scratching after perusing 

some of the stuff that finds its way into print. Maybe this 

could be my reason. Then my hard-nosed internal editor 

sends up snarky questions on the quality of my own writ-

ing. Was my plot tight enough? Did my dialogue sing? 

Should I have included at least one scene of graphic sex? 

Or horror of horrors, did my characters behave uncharac-

teristically? Although the exercise of critically analyzing 

my writer’s modus operandi proved beneficial, it got me 

no nearer to answering The Question. 

   An endless list of possibilities played leapfrog across 

the silver screen of my mind. Perhaps I write to give the 

finger to those high school chums who snubbed me. Or 

maybe to prove to my college history professor that the 

“C” she awarded my essay was unwarranted. Or perhaps I 

feel the need to justify my mother’s never-flagging faith 

in my abilities, while jabbing a finger in my dad’s eye for 

suggesting I get a real job.  

   I cringe. Did my inability to name the tune to which my 

writer dances signify a lack of imagination – an incipient 

death knell to fiction writing? Or was I over-thinking this 

whole thing? Might it be acceptable to the august ranks of 

stratified writing royalty to admit that I just want someone 

to read and enjoy my stories? And when it comes right 

down to it, how much do I really care what other writers 

might think of my reasons for putting fingers to key-

board? Wasn’t any reason acceptable?  

   So, by the time the self-doubting, self-castigating, and 

reflection was said and done, I’ve arrived at a couple of 

conclusions: Sometimes I write for all of the above rea-

sons, and sometimes for none of them. Mostly I just write 

because I want to. And that’s good enough for me. 

 

 
Olive Balla is a retired educator and 
professional musician who   lives in 
Los Lunas, New Mexico with her hus-
band Victor and their puppy HalfNote. 
Ms. Balla authored one suspense novel 
entitled An Arm And A Leg, and has 
just released a short story on Kindle 
entitled:   “Dead Ringer”.  For more 
information check out  her  website at 
www.omballa.com. 

http://www.omballa.com/
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ON YOUR MARK…. 

                     GET SET…… 

                                           GO! 
Perhaps this article is a tad late...but maybe not!   November is NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING 

MONTH, sponsored and promoted by the international non-profit NaNoWriMo .   

  This is a fun, seat-of-your-pants approach to creative writing. On November 1, participants begin working to-

wards the goal of writing a 50,000-word novel by 11:59 PM on November 30. 

   Since 2006, hundreds of novels first drafted during NaNoWriMo have been published. Valuing enthusiasm, 

determination, and a deadline, NaNoWriMo is for anyone who has ever thought about writing a novel. 

   There is no financial commitment to join the thousands of people worldwide in attempting to create a whole 

novel in one month.  By signing up to participate, the NaNoWriMo website helps you track your progress, and 

receive pep talks and support from other writers.   

  To get started you go to the website http://nanowrimo.org.  They ask you to fill out a profile and select a home 

region.  This helps connect you with other writers in the area.  You can choose to go solo, or you can join a local 

group of writers and attend in-person writing events, receive online encouragement from staff and published au-

thors and access a worldwide community of writers in their online forums.  

  You can upload parts of your novel to the site in stages or wait and enter it all at the very end.  There is no prize 

other than the knowledge that YOU DID IT. You do get a nifty winner’s web badge to add to your social media sites.  

  So if you’ve had an idea kicking around in your head, maybe it’s time to let it out! 

Left:   For those writers who lie awake 

trying to figure out how to get from 

Point A to Point B,  NaNoWriMo 

has brought in a team of professionals 

to ensure you will get the ZZZ’s you 

need to finish the book on time! 

http://nanowrimo.org
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SouthWest Sage  
Advertising Rates 

Worldwide Internet Circulation 
The SWW website receives thousands of 

page requests every month. 
 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 
15% discount for 3 mos.   
20% discount for 6 mos. 

 
Deadline: 15th of each month for the 

following month.  
Payment due with camera-ready  

ad copy in .jpg format. 
 

Contact swwsage@swcp.com 

Six Week Poetry Class   Feb 10-Mar 16, 2016 

With Gayle Lauradunn 

TO RHYME OR NOT TO RHYME: TO FORM OR NOT TO FORM? 

We all have different ideas about what a poem is, what allows us to call words grouped together a poem. In this class 

we'll explore the different "genres" of poetry and each come to our own conclusions. We'll read examples of all kinds of 

poems, have in-class exercises based on writing prompts, and short out of class writing opportunities. We will share our 

poems in class and hear what each other thinks works best in the poems. 

Gayle Lauradunn's debut collection of poetry Reaching for Air is a finalist for the First Book 

of Poetry Award by the Texas Institute of Letters. Her poems have appeared in numerous jour-

nals including Zone 3, Connecticut River Review, Mas Tequila Review, Tsunami, Writers' Fo-

rum, Sin Fronteras/Without Borders, and anthologies including Mother Earth (Sierra Books), 

and Poetry from the Other Side. She served as the co-organizer of the first National Women's 

Multi-Cultural Festival held in 1974 at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. As part of an 

editorial collective, she produced Chomo-Uri, a women's literary and arts journal. She served on 

the committee that selected Albuquerque's first two poet laureates. 

For more information on times and class prices contact the SWW office at 505-830-6034 or swwriters@juno.com 

Are you Blogging with SWW?    
 

  Here are some of the recent posts to the SWW blog site:  

www.southwestwriters.com/blog 

 

 A Soupçon  of Arrogance by Olive Balla 

 

 Lessons from the Life of Tony Hillerman by Sherri Burr 

 

 An Interveiw with Author Shirley Raye Redmond 

 

 Are You Ready to Write a Novel in November?  by Bentley Clark 

 

 The Hollywood Touch: Screenwriting Tricks for Novelists by Chis Eboch 

 

 Dialogue Compression: The Key to Realistic Dialogue  by Kirt Hickman 

 

A great deal of intelligence can be  
invested in ignorance when the need for  
illusion is deep. 
                            -Saul Bellow 



 SouthWestWriters.com * 9 

 

 

This is the second of a 3-part series on using an Enneagram 
in character development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Can the Enneagram Make You a Better 

Writer? 

 

By Joycelyn Campbell 
 

The Nine Enneagram Types 

   One of the benefits of learning how to apply the Enne-

agram in your writing is the ability it gives you to get 

under your characters' skin so you can know them better 

than they know themselves. While many personality 

characteristics are apparent—meaning they're expressed 

externally—the motivation underlying them is internal 

and unconscious. Your characters, like actual people, 

think they know why they behave as they do, but there's 

a good chance they're wrong. 
   The following brief sketches of the nine Enneagram 

types may give you some ideas in regard to your own 

characters (the ones in your imagination as well as the 

ones you interact with in the so-called real world). Next 

month, I'll talk about how to use the Enneagram in your 

writing. 
 

   Type 1: The Good Person, the Achiever, the Reform-

er, the Perfectionist 

Keyword: Principle. Ones are motivated to improve 

themselves and live the right way. They follow the 

rules, defend against criticism from the environment, 

and scan the environment for chaos or disorder to right. 

Sometimes they resent the fact that others seem to do as 

they please. Downside: They can come across as rigid, 

rule-bound, critical, and self-righteous. Upside: They 

can be highly principled and responsible with a strong 

sense of integrity and an ability to inspire oth-

ers. Communication Style: Teaching, preaching, finding 

SWW  Bi-Monthly Writer’s Contest 

Nov 1-30: Love Poem    (one page max, can include bad romance) 
 

Entry fee is $10. Multiple entries will be accepted with $10 payment for each. Prizes: $100 (1st place), 

$50 (2nd place), and $25 (3rd place). Winners and Honorable Mentions will be announced on the web-

site before the start of the next bimonthly contest, and in the next month’s SWW Newsletter.  For more 

information or to enter go to www.southwestwriters.com 

fault, admonishing. Self-talk: That's not right. Fictional 

Example: Atticus Finch (To Kill a Mockingbird) 
 

   Type 2: The Helper, the Giver, the People Pleaser, the 

Partner 

Keyword: Persuasion. Twos are motivated by the need 

to be loved and valued and to express their positive feel-

ings toward others. They scan the environment to see 

what needs to be done, keeping their own needs out of 

their awareness by focusing on the needs of oth-

ers. Downside: They can be co-dependent, manipulative 

martyrs. Upside: They can be sincere, empathetic, com-

passionate, altruistic people who make a positive differ-

ence in others' lives. Communication Style: Befriending, 

supporting, offering advice, getting personal. Self-talk: 

You need me. Fictional Example: Garp (The World Ac-

cording to Garp) 
 

   Type 3: The Performer, the Succeeder, the Motivator, 

the Status Seeker 

Keyword: Performance. Threes scan the environment for 

approval and resist being undermined by the environ-

ment. Wanting to be well regarded, successful, produc-

tive, and efficient, they focus more on their outer appear-

ance than on the way they feel. Downside: They can be 

competitive and overly concerned with perfor-

mance. Upside: They can be charming, self-assured, 

high-spirited, and persistent, making outstanding contri-

butions and achievements. Communication 

Style: Promoting, exclaiming, motivational speeches, 

success stories. Self-talk: Watch me shine. Fictional Ex-

ample: Jay Gatsby (The Great Gatsby) 
 

   Type 4: The Individualist, the Tragic Romantic, the 

Artist, the Sensitive Person 

Keyword: Passion. Fours scan the environment for raw 

material and defend against being pigeonholed or lim-

ited by the environment. They search for what life 

means and try to understand their feelings and to avoid 

being ordinary. Downside: Since they compare reality 

with what could be, they find fault with who they are 

and what they have. Upside: They can be highly creative 

and inspiring and have the ability to transform all their 

experiences into something valuable. Communication 

Style: Longing, lamenting, poetic turns of phrase, self-

expression. Self-talk: I'm feeling.... Fictional Exam-

ple: Blanche DuBois (A Streetcar Named Desire) 
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SWW Members: 

Place an ad for your book with cover art  
and a blurb of 50-60 words. 

$10/month or $25/three months 

Contact Rose Kern, Sage Editor,  
swwsage@swcp.com 

Try our Google Calendar link to see what’s coming up 
for each month. Use the link on the SWW website or 
click here: www.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/
Denver  

   Type 5: The Observer, the Investigator, the 

Knowledge-Seeker, the Thinker 

   Keyword: Privacy. Fives scan the environment for in-

formation and defend against intrusion from the environ-

ment. They want to be self-sufficient, to know and un-

derstand, and to avoid feeling invaded; they enjoy being 

alone with their own thoughts. Downside: They can 

seem cold and detached, preferring their own minds to 

the company of others. Upside: They can be highly per-

ceptive, insightful, curious, mentally alert, and open-

minded. Communication Style: Detailed explanations, 

facts, precise instructions, definitions. Self-talk: I'm 

thinking.... Fictional Example: Sherlock Holmes 
 

   Type 6: Thte Loyalist, the Questioner, the Guardian, 

the Devil's Advocate 

Keyword: Participation. Sixes scan the environment for 

agreement and support, defending against instability in 

the environment. They tend to be cautious, compliant, 

and dependent, but they can also be indecisive and over-

ly vigilant. Upside: They can be great community build-

ers, who are responsible, organized, and hardwork-

ing. Communication Style: Questioning, second-

guessing, trouble-shooting, warning. Self-talk: But what 

if.... Fictional Example: Hamlet 
 

   Type 7: the Adventurer, the Epicure, the Generalist, 

the Enthusiast. 

Keyword: Pleasure. Sevens scan the environment for 

gratification, resisting frustration from it. They want to 

be happy, to contribute to the world, and to avoid pain 

and suffering. They suppress anxiety by making lots of 

plans and keeping busy. Downside: They can become 

acquisitive and materialistic, focused on avoiding bore-

dom and amusing themselves. Upside: They can be resil-

ient and cheerful, multitalented, accomplished achievers 

who bring people together. Communication 

Style: Storytelling, joking, entertaining, imagining. Self-

talk: On a lighter note.... Fictional Example: Holly 

Golightly (Breakfast at Tiffany's) 
 

   Type 8: The Challenger, the Confronter, the Leader, 

the Asserter 

Keyword: Power. Eights scan the environment to see 

where the power lies and resist impact from the environ-

ment. They want to be self-reliant and strong and to have 

an impact on the world. They readily express their an-

ger. Downside: They can be combative and adversarial, 

attempting to dominate their environment. Upside: They 

can be courageous and magnanimous, natural leaders 

who champion people and focus on achieving their vi-

sion. Communication Style: Debating, arguing, giving 

directions, taking aim. Self-talk: Do this my way. Fic-

tional Example: Jo March (Little Women). 

 
   Type 9: The Peacemaker, the Preservationist, the Me-

Place Your Ad HerePlace Your Ad Here  
Advertise your writing-related  

products and services. 

Business Card Size only $20.00 
1/4 page, vertical: $40 ! 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 

15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months 

diator, the Universalist 

Keyword: Peace. Nines scan the environment for union 

or merger, defending against conflict or disharmony. 

They are the type most likely to identify with the other 

types. They blend in, accommodate others, and forget 

their own wants and needs. Downside: They can be-

come disengaged, unreflective, and inattentive, express-

ing their anger indirectly. Upside: They can be deeply 

receptive and trusting, stable and serene, and excellent 

mediators and communicators. Communication 

Style: Recounting sagas and epics, generalizing, day-

dreaming aloud, wondering. Self-talk: Nice 'n' easy. 

Fictional Example: Chauncey Gardner (Being There) 
 

Joycelyn Campbell is a writer, a Certified 

Enneagram Instructor, and the owner of 

Farther to Go! LLC, which aims to help 

people learn how to use their brain instead 

of letting their brain use them. Visit her 

Enneagram website, www.ninepaths.com, 

or www.farthertogo.com for more infor-

mation. 

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=swwcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=America/Denver
http://www.ninepaths.com/
http://www.farthertogo.com/
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The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate, all genres welcome. North Domingo Baca 

Multigenerational Center, Room 1, 1st floor. Mondays, 

1:30-3:30 pm. Contact Dennis: dwjkas@yahoo.com 

 

Children’s/MG/YA Writers: 3rd Saturday critique 

group meets monthly at Erna Fergusson Library, San 

Mateo and Comanche, 12:00 to 2:00 p.m . Bring five 

copies of five pages, double-spaced, to share. 

 

Duke City Screenwriters: 

Meets every other Thursday  

6:00 - 9:00 pm Critique group, education, and fun!   

Contact Terry Hicks: earthreflection@aol.com or Marc 

Calderwood: marccalderwood@hotmail.com 

 

 

SCBWI: Society of Children’s Book Writers and Il-

lustrators: 2nd Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 pm, North 

Domingo Baca Multi-generational Center (corner of Wy-

oming and Carmel) Short workshops/discussions. Pre-

schmooze dinner, Flying Star,  Wyoming & Paseo, 5:30-

6:45 pm. schmooze@scbwi-nm.org 

 

The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters 

in Crime meets 4th Tuesday of the month, 7 pm, at the 

North Domingo Baca Multigenerational facility, Room 

7, Second Floor  www.croak-and-dagger.com/ 

Albuquerque Area Writing Groups 

Find SouthWest Follow us on Twitter 
@SW_Writers 

Fiction/Nonfiction 
Wally Gordon, wallygordon@q.com or Chris Enke,  
enke@unm.edu 
Erna Fergusson Library 
Second Wed. each month,  
4-6:00 pm With interest, can change day & time  
 

Mainstream Fiction 
Online Critique Group 
Christie Keele, ckeele10@hotmail.com 
 

 

Mixed genre   
NE ABQ writer’s critique group (mixed genre) is look-
ing for two energetic members.  We meet in members’ 
homes every other Wednesday at 6pm. If interested 
email Karen at k_glinski@yahoo.com.  Include a 1 page 
sample of your writing.  
 

New North Valley Critique Group 
Fiction/Mystery/General 
Raymond Sanchez Community Center (North 4th St.)  
Just starting out, thinking early afternoons twice a 
month on wed or fri.  Contact Babs Langner 
blangner@swcp.com 
 

East Mountain 
Calling East Mountain writers of any genre—let’s start 
an EM critique group!  Monthly, da/time TBA.  Possi-
bly meet at local libraries or another convenient loca-
tion.  Interested?  Call Cody at 363-4175 or 
horde.of.one@gmailcom 

Critique Groups 

LOOKING FOR A CRITIQUE GROUP?  
Send an email to swwsage@swcp.com  (Sage) and/or 

justwritesww@gmail.com (website) with the following 

information and we’ll publish your request:  Name, 

email address, phone number, genre preference, geo-

graphic location (Belen, NW Heights, near UNM, etc.)  

preference for frequency of meetings, and preferred day 

of the week. 

All Genres 

The Wordwrights: Don Morgan and Dennis Kastendiek 

moderate North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Cen-

ter, Room 1, 1st floor Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm Dennis, 

dwjkas@yahoo.com 

Genre, Novel Length 

2nd Tuesday every month, 7:00 pm   Reviewing ready-

to-query novels   Lee, Lee@seki.com 

Screenwriting 

Duke City Screenwriters  Every other Thursday 6-9:00 

pm   Terry Hicks, earthreflection@aol.com 

or Marc Calderwood, skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com 

Nonfiction 

The Intrepids is a long-standing critique group. Every 

other Monday, 3:00-5:00 pm Members take turns 

hosting. Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215 or 

gail@AGoodGoodbye.com 

Sci-Fi 
Send name and writing experience to:  
ccSFcg@aol.com 

mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:marccalderwood@hotmail.com
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:ckeele10@hotmail.com
mailto:dwjkas@yahoo.com
mailto:Lee@seki.com
mailto:earthreflection@aol.com
mailto:skatingkokopelli@hotmail.com
mailto:gail@AGoodGoodbye.com
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An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on books 
ordered via this link to Amazon. 

Welcome New  

SouthWest Writer’s Members! 

 
Mike Snyder 

Virginia Kupferman 

Dita Dow 

Larada Horner-Miller 

Charles Elkins 

Patty Guggino 

Ian Palmer 

The Storyteller’s Anthology  is 
available to order in paperback 
on Amazon. A great addition to 
any library, it exemplifies the 
diversity of talent we bring to 
the literary world. Please con-
sider leaving a positive com-
ment on the Review page with a 
5-star rating to enhance salea-

bility of this excellent example of  outstanding 
authorship by members of SouthWest Writers!    

Memos from the Board 

MEMBERSHIP: We have 414 currently.  The average 

attendance at monthly meetings is 110 for Saturdays 

and 56 for Tuesdays.  Year to date attendance as of 

September is 1497.  

CONFERENCE: The conference was very successful 

financially and received positive feedback from at-

tendees. Next year we are considering doing two small-

er conferences, one in the spring and one in the fall that 

might attract 40-50 attendees each. The spring confer-

ence may focus on How to Write a Novel. It has been 

suggested the fall conference may focus on mystery, 

possibly in partnership with Sisters in Crime. 

The 2016 Board of Directors was elected during the 

October 3rd Annual meeting.  All four candidates ran 

unopposed.  As of January 1st, the new board of direc-

tors will be   

 President:  Rob Spiegel 

 Vice-President  Larry Greenly  

 Treasurer  Edit Greenly 

 Secretary  Jim Tritten 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&link_code=hom&tag=southwestwriters
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SouthWest Sage 

Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a 

nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 

2015 Board of Directors 
 

President: Rob Spiegel   robspiegel@comcast.net 
 

Vice-President and Speaker Coordinator 

    Currently unfilled 
 

Secretary - Kathy Wagoner  

       swwSecretary@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer and Business Table organizer 

Edith Greenly      swwtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster - Kathy Wagoner 

       justwritesww@gmail.com 
 

Sage Editor– Rose Marie Kern 

       swwsage@swcp.com 
 

Social Media and slideshows  

Kim Mitchell   swwpublicrelations@gmail.com 
 

Workshops and Classes and speaker Coordinator  

Larry Greenly       SWWriters@juno.com 
 

Conferences - Bobbi Adams 

     baadams23@msn.com 
 

Joanne Bodin 

      jsbodin@msn.com 
 

Harold Burnett 

      swwhmb@aol.com 
 

Joycelyn Campbell  

     jcampbell8@msn.com 
 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114  Albuquerque, NM 87110 

phone: (505) 830-6034    e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles are copyright © 2015 by author. Facts, views and 
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflec the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest 
Writers. SWW does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

Workshop and Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From 
one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select 
another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the 
class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. 
We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are 
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submis-
sions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and 
publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for 
the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the 
month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 300-1000 
words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability 
and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document with Times New Roman or Cal-
ibri font in  11pt. size.  Do not get fancy with formatting or 
fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it into the news-
letter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest 
Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034. 
To register for classes and workshops: sign up at SWW 

meetings or register online at www.southwestwriters.com 

 

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 

10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 

9pm.  Rogue Writer meetings are held on the second Tuesday of eve-

ry month at Aux Dog Theatre near UNM, 3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE.All  

SWW members  are encouraged to come together in celebration of 

the art of writing. At each meeting, many members announce their 

recent successes and have an opportunity to network with other 

writers.   Most meetings feature prominent speakers  who bring 

their expertise in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and many 

other topics of interest to those in the profession.   

 Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an additional brown bag 

session is held to provide members with training in a variety of 

areas.  


