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SWW members are invited to submit articles
and information to the Sage and to the SWW
website. Acceptance and printing is at the
discretion of the editor. Contact Rose at
swwsage@swcp.com with proposals for new
articles.

The Memoir Conference is Upon Us!
Saturday, June 17th is the date for the SWW Memoir Conference.
What does it take to turn a dry recitation of history into a captivating and compelling tale?
Come and learn how a memoir can capture an audience from people
whose books have brought them acclaim. Pages 3-5

Photography and Writing
In this issue we have two stories with photographs taken by the
authors which show how images can enhance the attractiveness,
and feeling of your work. We invite other SWW writers to submit
their work along with an associated story or article—the only caveat is that you must have also taken the picture or created the image
yourself! Pages 8-9

Niche Markets
LINKS
NOTE: Although some elements of this
newsletter may look like links to other online
websites, - they aren’t—they are just
BLUE—get over it and don’t complain to the
editor. Copy and Paste.

In May, Rose Marie Kern gave a presentation on Niche Markets for
writing and how they can lead to multiple streams of income for
authors. This month in the first of two articles she goes over some
techniques for discovering your unsuspected areas of expertise,
your “niches”. Pages 6-7
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The President’s Corner by Sarah H. Baker
Life’s Changing Patterns
With major changes in my life closing in (can you spell retirement?), I've
taken time to reflect on my writing life and consider those who have led me
on the path. Without them, I'd still be wandering around trying to figure
out this industry and wondering why I'm getting "dear author" rejections.
There have been many—too many to list—but some have stood out more
than others. They're the ones who not only answer questions whenever
asked, but also offer the lessons they've learned along the way. They're the
ones who welcome you to the group and make you feel like a writer. If
you've attended Southwest Writers' meetings and listened to the speakers,
or stayed for the workshops, or taken classes, you know quite a few of
them.
The big secret I've uncovered while teaching classes for UNM's Continuing
Education program is when you offer to share what you've learned with
other writers, you learn even more. It's true! I always learn from my students, and I hope they feel the same way when they leave the classroom for
the last time. Some of them have introduced me to new authors, some have
shared hints I hadn't yet heard, and some have simply inspired me to be a
better writer. Who can ask for more? I had the same experience when volunteering to judge writing contests years ago. It's always easier to see the
rough spots in others' writing. After marking up entries, I always went
back to my latest work to look for those same rough spots, and I usually found them.
Although it's a life lesson that you get more when you give more, it is especially true for writing. Even if
you feel like you're not an expert yet, you'll find people closer to the start of the journey than you are. Offer
them what you can, and listen to their questions. They will be some of your greatest teachers.
We recently lost one of Albuquerque's longtime
writers and teachers, Lela Belle Wolfert. When I
first worked up the courage to attend a romance
writers' meeting, I feared I'd find a bunch of little ol'
ladies in wide-brimmed hats, sitting around chattering about things I had no interest in. Sure enough,
my first sight of romance writers included a woman
in a wide-brimmed pink hat that matched her pick
dress and pink earrings. But as soon as Lela Belle
flashed her impish grin and welcomed me to the
group, I knew I was in the right place.

Lela Belle Wolfert and Charles Powell at the last
SWW meeting she attended in 2015. Lela Belle
did so much for SWW that she was dubbed
“The Queen of EVERYTHING!”
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Thank you, Lela Belle, for your warm welcome
and all the lessons you shared.
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Memoir Conference
Saturday, June 17 8:30am-4pm
Call the SWW office 505-830-6034 to sign up today!
Speakers and their Topics
Sandra Toro
The Non-Celebrity
Commercial Memoir
This presentation will discuss the qualities which make a memoir commercially publishable.
After serving in the administrations of Presidents
Carter and Clinton, Sandra began to write and teach
creative writing at the U. of NE and UNM. She has
published nine novels and has two more with her
agent now. Bio: After a career in television, politics,
and pharmaceutical development, Sandra Toro has
published five novels. She has written an additional
four novels plus a book-length memoir. The memoir,
Loveknots, won first place in the memoir section of
the SWW contest in 2012. Sandra teaches creative
writing at UNM Continuing Education.

Shirley Melis
Writing a Memoir:
Lessons Learned
In this presentation Shirley will share her memoir
writing experience, highlighting how she transformed her first draft into a great read.
Shirley Melis, a graduate of Vassar, is
a longtime business writer, travel
writer and newspaper columnist who
traveled the world interviewing everyone from busboys to heads of international organizations before launching
a career in public relations in Washington, D.C.

Steve Brewer
Chloe Rachel Galloway
The Writing Life: You Call This Living?
Put the Power Back in Your Writing, Connect to
Your Inner Author
We all know that it’s important to connect with our
Membership
in connect with
reader on theAnnual
page. But
first we must
SouthWest
Writersis a struggle and
ourselves. If you
feel that writing
$70it from your head,
you find yourself Individual:
problem solving
($65
renewal
if
paid
two
months
whether you write non-fiction, memoir,inoradvance)
fiction, the
Student:
$25 off your work and
intuitive process can
shed years
Requires
proof experience!
of student status
make writing
an amazing
Outside U.S.: $75,
Chloe
Rachel
Gallaway is a$750
master in
her field atthe
conLifetime
Membership:
Download
necting
writers
to
their
intuitive
author
within,
helping
Sage from www.southwestwriters.com
them write their best material, so they can bring their
authentic message into the world!
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Veteran author Steve Brewer will talk about the ups
and downs of being a writer and how to keep your
sanity at a time when the publishing industry is losing its mind.
Steve Brewer writes books about
crooks, including the Bubba Mabry
mysteries. His 30th published book,
Side Eye, just came out (June 1). His
first Bubba book, Lonely Street, was
made into a 2009 Hollywood movie.
A former journalist he teaches at the Honors College
at the University of New Mexico.

Memoir Conference Speakers and Topics.

Nasario Garcia

Lynn C. Miller

A Return to My New Mexico
Rural Roots in the Río Puerco
Valley

This presentation is based on my memoir Hoe, Heaven, and Hell: My Boyhood in Rural New Mexico in
Ojo del Padre, today a ghost town. It focuses on how
to recapture one’s past that is truthful, well-structured,
and enjoyable to read. Important as well is not to be
tempted by exaggeration or romantic tendencies likely
to skew the accuracy of those precious moments of a
bygone era.
Nasario García grew up in the Río Puerco valley
southeast of Chaco Canyon. He holds a Ph. D. in XIX
Century Spanish literature from the University of
Pittsburgh. He has published 31 books. His latest publications are all recent winners at the International Latino Book Awards and the New Mexico/Arizona Book
Awards. They include Hoe, Heaven and Hell: My Boyhood in Rural New Mexico, Grandpa Lolo’s Matanza:
A New Mexico Tradition, and Grandma Lale’s Tamales: A Christmas Story. Dr. García currently resides in
Santa Fe with his wife Janice.
*****

Conference Information
$99 for Members
$119 for Non-Members
Lunch and Snack Included

Your Story and
Your Audience
Every successful memoir is a
dance between the author’s intentions and the reader’s expectations
of how the story will develop and
deliver. We’ll explore building a
relationship with your audience, one that fuels the reader’s satisfaction and investment in your story.
Lynn C. Miller is the author of three novels. Her most
recent novel, The Day After Death is a 2017 Lambda
finalist. She is the co-author of Find Your Story, Write
Your Memoir. Short pieces have appeared in North Dakota Quarterly, Hawaii Review, Phoebe, Text and Performance Quarterly, Writer’s Forum, and Chautauqua
Journal. She edits the literary journal Bosque.

*****

Memoir Conference Schedule
8:30am Doors Open for registration and Bagels
9:00–10:00am Sandy Toro

The Non-Celebrity Commercial Memoir
10:15–11:15am Chloe Galloway

Put the Power Back in Your Writing, Connect to
Your Inner Author
11:30-12:30pm

Shirly Melis,

Writing a Memoir: Lessons Learned
12:30–1:45 Lunch with speaker Steve Brewer

The Writing Life: You Call This Living?\
Register one of these ways:
 At an SWW meeting
 Call the SWW Office (505) 830-6034
 Online at : http://www.southwestwriters.com/
conferences/registration
 Just show up—(though we might run out of
lunches if we don’t know you are coming!)

1:45-2:45pm Nasario Garcia
A Return to My New Mexico Rural Roots in the

Río Puerco Valley
3:00-4:00pm Lynn C. Miller

Your Story and Your Audience
SouthWestWriters.com * 5

Niche Markets by Rose Marie Kern
If you are reading this article than you are probably a
member of SouthWest Writers – which means you love
to write. You may have written a couple hundred short
stories before you even began looking at the possibility
of publishing.
Many people want to write stories for themselves and
pray that publishers will see how brilliant they are. Others realize that they must write with a specific audience
in mind in order for their work to be accepted. That’s
where this article is leading.
You would really love it if your writing produced an
income. You could wait upon the big publishing houses
to flock to your door with offers, or you could be more
proactive and investigate how best to use your talents.
You could find one or more niches that need your talents
and exploit them.
A niche is a focused, targetable part of the market. You
are a specialist providing a product or service that focuses on specific client group's needs, which cannot, or are
not, addressed by mainstream providers.
Niche writing requires that you have some expertise in
one or more areas. Most niche writing does not start
with book publishing – it starts with submitting articles
or stories to magazines, either printed or online. You
build an audience and eventually you put out a book.
NOTICE I said YOU put out a book. Again, you are the
one who needs to be proactive. You can write books all
day long, you could self-publish, but you need to have a
following, a marketing scheme, and a method of distribution. To do this, you must find a niche.
Everyone has something they can write about that others
care about. Here at SWW we have several successful
authors whose niches have earned them national attention.
Gail Ruben, the Doyenne of Death, writes for funeral
magazines and has two books on the market. She is invited to speak for funeral directors’ conferences.
Dr. Susan Cooper writes knowledgably (and amusingly)
about a topic that disgusts most people: mold. She also
found a second niche market and wrote a book titled
“Football Facts for Females.”
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A friend of mine loves to quilt. Patsy has quilted all
kinds of lovely designs and participated in quilting clubs.
She noticed that she and all the others in the group had
one complaint. When they were done creating the beautiful fronts of the quilts, they had to do the quilting that
holds the layers together, which took a long time and was
tedious.
Patsy discovered that she could make a lot of money by
doing the quilting. She creates beautiful designs for
backings that compliment the fronts. She created beautiful
quilting designs that complement the front, and has a special
“long-arm” sewing machine that can be programed to stitch
those designs. She writes about that process.

I have written three books and hundreds of articles on
diverse topics: Aviation, Fundraising Events and Solar
Cooking. The two that are true niches – aviation and
solar cooking – have done very well. It turned out that
Fundraising is more widely written about and did only
marginally well.
I saw a friend use a solar cooker in 2001 and had to buy
one. I searched everywhere for ideas and instructions on
cooking family-sized meals and found none, except for
those printed in the small pamphlet that came with my
solar cooker.
Over the next year I did a lot of experimenting with
meats, vegetables, casseroles, desserts, appetizers and
anything else I could think of. I spoke to others who had
solar cookers and got their favorite recipes. I wrote an
article on solar cooking for Solar Today Magazine and
one for Countryside Magazine. Then in 2003 I put it all
together into “The Solar Chef – a Southwest Recipe Book
for Solar Cooking.”
That book is now in its 8th edition and still sells a few
hundred copies a year.
My first day at a SouthWest Writer’s meeting I introduced myself and told people that I was an air traffic
control specialist. Jack Hickman, the editor of a local
pilot club’s newsletter, asked me to write an article for
him. That article was quickly picked up and reprinted by
other pilot groups. The editor of a national aviation
magazine read it and asked if they could publish it. Then
he called and asked for more. I’ve had over 400 articles
published on the subjects of Air Traffic Control and Avi-

ation Weather.

sions, and “other” things that defy categories.

My most recent book, Air to Ground, is a guide written
for pilots about air traffic control. After a decade of
writing for magazines I had built a fan base and my
magazine editors have promoted me widely.

As you can see I have listed my own for you – the trick
is to use the list to find how all these types of things can
crossover and potentially find niches you are particularly well suited to write about. The yellow block in the
center lists the areas of crossover I have identified and
exploited.

Here are a few questions you need to ask yourself:
So, where does your audience hang out?
Where, when and what do they buy?
Are you an expert at something?
Do you have insights and ideas on topics that interest a number of others?
Can you identify a need?

Below is a diagram with different blocks where you can
write in information on your careers, jobs, avocations,
hobbies, places you’ve traveled, places you’ve lived, experiences you can’t forget, talents you recognize in yourself, pas-

Discovering more about yourself expands your opportunities for publication-try it for yourself!

Rose Marie Kern would give her bio in
this place...but you pretty much can see
it below...so what’s the point?
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MOOving Train Experience
By Carol Kreis

Why not? My husband Chuck and I didn’t hesitate to
add two weeks in New Zealand to our vacation when we
found out it would not cost much more than flying
straight to Australia.
After that hasty decision, I realized I had no idea what
we would do in a land of sheep farms and woods straight
out of The Hobbit. Then I saw an ad for a seven-day-pass
on the Kiwi Scenic Railway, touting breathtaking views
on an unforgettable ride...and unforgettable it was.
Several months later Chuck and I rolled a suitcase
apiece through downtown Auckland to catch the Kiwi
Scenic Northern Explorer that left at 7:45 a.m. for the
10.5 hour ride south to Wellington.
I used the breezy open air car without seats for photos,
but remaining upright and not jiggling the camera in the
strong wind was challenging. Some of my shots were
blurry of distant cows and sheep.
Suddenly the train stopped in the middle of a cow pasture at midday. The conductor got on the PA system and
said, “The train has hit a cow. Everyone is to remain
seated. We will be here for a while. Do not ask me for
how long, because I do not know.”

Place Your Ad Here
Advertise your writing-related
products and services.

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40 - 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months
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Half an hour later the train slowly crept back two miles
to the Otorohanga Station where we disembarked while
the engine and the track were serviced.
When we reboarded, the train was running two hours
late. We joined with other passengers to solve crossword
puzzles. Anyone who knew the answer called it out.
After 6 p.m. when the train was originally due in Wellington, dining car staff offered free hot chocolate. Across
the aisle the tall, lanky pre-teen with hair sticking out in
all directions said, “Think of the beginning of a joke and
have someone else finish it.” That's how we came up with
“What is a train called that is two hours late? A cow cutter (pronounced Calcutta).”
We finally arrived at the Wellington station, and our
new Kiwi friends vanished into the dark night. At our
hotel, we explained why we were late. The fellow at the
desk said it was a “cowtastrophe.”
We saw beautiful scenery on other trains, but nothing
compared with the fun we had chatting with our fellow
passengers for hours aboard the “cowcutter.”

This is the last photo I snapped before the train hit the cow. The
white open air observation car (above left) was immediately
closed when the accident happened. The engine showed no
signs of cow by the time passengers saw it...

Carol Kreis co-directed the Rio
Grande Writers Project for teachers for
11 years and developed educational
materials for the Newsweek Education
Program for 12 years. She is an award
winning writer and researcher. She is
writing a book with advice about traveling around the world, based on the
trip she took with her husband for five
months in September 2015.

Story Pictures
With phone cameras prevalent in society we have
access to more imagery than ever in everyday
life. Every picture can potentially tell a story—but
sometimes you find one that fills your mind with
just the right words.
For some reason the image to my left drew the
story below from my heart. I would like to challenge other SWW writers to send me a picture—
and the story it inspired for them.
—-Rose Marie Kern swwsage@swcp.com

Lily

By Rose Marie Kern

About a million fireflies graced the headstones and
Spanish moss in the old cemetery. No need for flashlights.
He wandered a melancholy path between stone angels
and musty mausoleums to the area containing four generations of his kin. He walked up to an old limestone
gravestone broken diagonally. Decades ago his grandpa
had leaned the top half against the base.
So old that the engraving was unreadable in any light,
the cracked memorial struck a chord in his shattered soul.
He set an old cloth bag on the manicured lawn and stood
for a moment, letting the nocturnal orchestra assuage the
fever of grief. Katydids, crickets and owls punctuated
creaking limbs and rustling leaves.
She had loved fireflies. And stars. And Christmas lights,
street lights…anything that twinkled had caught and held
her attention. Sometimes a drive through downtown was
the only way to quiet her.
He had always known it would happen early. She’d
been marked from birth, and you never saw old people
with Down’s Syndrome. Her mother disappeared early, so
Lily had been all his since the age of two. He sometimes
called her his little picklepuss, she loved dill pickles.

That was it really, he thought as he set the shovel. Lily
made the smallest triumphs in life momentous.
Carefully he set aside the sod plug then dug a narrow
hole a foot and a half deep. Randomly his mind swam
through images of Lily sitting and crooning wordless
tunes by the old sweetgum tree, or rocking back and forth
as she watched Saturday morning cartoons, or hugging a
kitten so hard she almost strangled it.
The people at the hospital were nice to her. She would
sit and say “Ouwie! Ouwie! Ouwie! Ouwie!” over and
over when they took blood. She rarely cried.
He lifted a little cardboard box from the bag. Medical
costs over the years left him unable to afford anything but
a simple cremation.

The sod absorbed his tears as he carefully lifted and set
aside the broken part of the gravestone. The grass was
longer there. The caretaker couldn’t be bothered to get
off of the riding mower each week, so he mostly drove
around it.
Thing was, Lily wasn’t the trouble everybody thought.
She had her bad times and God knows it took her longer
to learn things than most people. One of the happiest
days of both their lives was when she’d gotten potty training down. They celebrated with cherry chip ice cream
from Baskin Robbins.

As a last touch he strewed a handful of tiger lilies
gleaned from roadside ditches over the grave. He knew it
was at least a week until the next mowing and longer if it
rained.
He stood up and looked the area over. Lily was buried
with her great, great, great grandmother Lielabelle, the
matriarch of the family. He watched the fireflies dance
above and nodded his head.

He’d covered the plain brown box with her pictures,
and glued her sparkly pink and silver beaded necklace
around the sides. Holding it close he relived thousands of
hugs and little kisses. “Da, Da, Da, Da, Da, Da…” Her
soft voice echoed around him.
One last little kiss then he pushed the box to the bottom
of the hole. He filled it and set the sod. Carefully, he
placed the piece of broken headstone back in its original
spot and ruffled the grass.

She’d be happy here.
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Websites for Writers
by Loretta Hall
4 two-hour sessions
Sunday afternoons, 2:00-4:00
July 16, 23, 30 and August 6
$69 SWW Members; $74 Osher Members; $79 Non-Members
In this eight-hour series, you will learn
how to design a website that will be
attractive and effective. Topics include
domain names, website design concepts, hosting options, search engine
rankings, and inexpensive (or free) site
-building software. We will explore
options for creating and maintaining your own website without knowing any programming language. Using the types of
template-based programs and reliable but inexpensive hosts
we will discuss, the cost of your site can range from $0 to
about $10 per month. If you decide to have someone build
your site for you, this class will prepare you to talk knowledgeably with that person about what you want. In-class
demonstrations and take-home exercises will get you started
establishing (or improving) your Internet presence.
Bio:
Loretta Hall currently maintains five websites of her own
creation. The oldest one, which she built in 2004, has received multiple awards and earned her the title of Female
Architectural Author of the Year in 2016 by Build magazine.
Loretta describes herself as computer literate but not a programmer. She is a former board member of Southwest Writers and winner of the 2007 Parris Award. In 2016, she was
named Communicator of Achievement by the National Federation of Press Women.

Request for Speakers

The Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Albuquerque Chapter, holds a monthly breakfast club meeting on the last Tuesday
of the month at Weck's on Louisiana, just
south of Montgomery. Marsha Thole, SWW
long-time member, is the chair of that committee, and is seeking speakers for 2018. There
is no stipend--we have no dues, either!-- but
we pick up the breakfast for the speaker. (You
may bring guests, but they are responsible for
their own breakfast cost. (Checks are individual.)
Last year, two SWW members came to talk
about their books-- Larry Greenly, on the
world's first black fighter pilot; and Melody
Groves, on the historic bars of the southwest. Attendees are mostly retired military, but
civilians attend as well. (Anyone can attend,
actually. We range from 8 to 20 attendees.)
We start at 0730 and go until 0900. The
speaker is allotted about 50 minutes, and may
bring books to sell, and even use a PowerPoint presentation. Non-fiction subjects work
the best.
If you have written a book that would be of
interest to attendees, then please contact Marsha at 856-2080 (after 11 AM) or via email, at
marshaauthor@yahoo.com.

SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

• Query letters
• Synopses
• Articles
• Essays
• Nonfiction books
• Book proposals
• Short Stories

• Mainstream/literary fiction
• Genre fiction
• Children’s
• Middle-grade
• Young Adult
• Screenplays/stageplays
• Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.
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Upcoming SWW
Workshops
All workshops listed here take place after the Saturday meetings from 12:30pm—2:30pm. More
information is available on the SWW website.

Saturday June 3rd
Connect to Your Intuitive
Author Within

Speakers and Topics for
Upcoming SWW Meetings
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
Saturday, June 3, 10am-Noon

•
•

Joe Badal
The Key Elements of Fiction

Tuesday, June 20, 7pm-9pm

THE PATH TO WRITING
YOUR BEST MATERIAL

•
•

Presented by

Saturday, July 1, 10am-Noon

Chloe Rachel Gallaway
♦◊♦◊♦

•
•

Jonathon Miller
How to Create Realistic Characters (and not get sued)

Jeffe Kennedy
Topic TBD

Tuesday, July 18, 7pm-9pm

Saturday July 1st
Powerful Prose
Perfect Your Narrative Style
Presented by Kirk Hickman
♦◊♦◊♦

Saturday, August 5th
HOW TO MAKE CHARACTERS
COME ALIVE!

Presented by Jodi Thomas

•
•

Julie Dunlop
Healing Writing with Ayurveda

Saturday, August 5, 10:00am-Noon

•
•

Jodi Thomas
Secrets of a Successful Writer

Tuesday, August 15, 7pm-9pm

•
•

Christina Squire
Topic TBD

Saturday Sept 2 10am-noon

•
•

Kimberly Little
Topic TBD

Saturday, Oct 7 10am-noon

More details on these workshops is available on
the SWW website:
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/
workshops

•
•

Betsy James
Topic TBD

More information available on the SWW website:
www.southwestwriters.com

Send your successes and announcements
to be posted on the SouthWest Writers Website
swwsage@swcp.com.
SouthWestWriters.com * 11

Do You Have a Published Book?

Poetry Class and Interactive
Workshop
PRESENTED BY

JEANNE SHANNON & JOANNE BODIN

The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member
book covers across the Home page. If you’d like us
to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to
swwsage@swcp.com. No more than one book cover per author. Can be updated as your next book
comes out. Send a small picture file .jpg no more
than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit larger
than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to
edit to fit.

Help Support SouthWest Writers
SWW receives a commission on books
ordered via this link to Amazon.

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates
Three Saturdays in July:

July 8th, 15th and 22nd
9am-12pm

Did you know there’s a word for “fear of poetry”? Yes, it’s metrophobia. But there’s no reason
to fear these enjoyable and stimulating workshop sessions.
By exploring a variety of ideas and writing
prompts, we will find lively pathways into appreciating and writing poetry. We will also look at how
writing poetry can enhance our writing in other
genres, especially fiction and memoir.
You do not need to be a poet to attend. Just bring
your writing pad and your curiosity. There will be
opportunity for group discussion, read-alouds, and
more.
$59 SWW Members; $64 Osher Members; $69
Non-Members
Location: SWW Office Conference Room
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110

To register call 505-830-6034, or online at the
www.southwestwriters.com website or sign up at a
meeting!
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Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page
requests every month.
Business card size: $20
1/4 page, vertical: $40
1/3 page, horizontal: $50
1/2 page horizontal $75
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.

The Storyteller’s Anthology
is available to order
in paperback on Amazon. A great addition to any library, it
exemplifies the diversity of talent we
bring to the literary
world. Please consider leaving a positive comment on the
Review page with a
5-star rating to enhance salability of
this excellent example of outstanding
authorship by members of SouthWest
Writers!

SWW is on YOUTUBE!
Enjoy SWW Meetings Anytime, Anywhere with Our YouTube Channel!

Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting you wanted to attend? Do you ever wish you could go
back and listen to your favorite speaker again? Are you a devoted member who just can’t make it to Albuquerque twice a month?
If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy to hear that we now record our meetings and put
them on YouTube for you to enjoy—for free!
All you need is internet access. Your first step will be to get to the YouTube
homepage (www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the search box at the
top and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll get a page with search results,
some of which will be recordings of past meetings, and one of which will be
the channel itself. The channel will have the SWW pen logo.
Click on that, and you’ll get to the SouthWest Writers YouTube homepage.
Here, you’ll want to look in the upper right corner for a red button that says “Subscribe”. If you
click that, SWW will be added to your list of subscribed channels—this means you can easily find
our videos at any time using the Subscriptions box on the left. Once you’ve subscribed, you can also
tell YouTube to email you any time we upload a new video. Simply click the bell icon to the right
of the now gray box that says, “Subscribed.” This will open a small window with a checkbox. Check that,
and you’ll be notified every time we add new videos to the page.
It’ll take you less than five minutes to subscribe to us on YouTube and have unlimited access to our growing archive of recorded meetings. See you online!
Speakers who have been recorded and are now available on
YouTube include:
January 19 – Chloe Gallaway The Hero’s Journey
January 3 – Darynda Jones SEDUCING THE READER: THE 4
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF AN OPENING

December 3, 2016 – Steven Gould Screenwriting
February 4, 2017 – Melody Groves What 5 things I wish I
knew before Starting my Career
February 21,2017 – Dede Feldman: An Activist’s Guide

Workshop and Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more
than 7 days before class. From one week out
to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24
hours, participant receives no refund for the
class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a
class, you receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll,
so you are part of that roll count if you don’t
cancel as detailed above.

March 4, 2017 – Paula Paul Taking the Scenic Route
March 22, 2017 – Heloise Jones The Writer’s Block Myth
April 1, 2017 – Kirk Hickman Create Multi-Dimensional Characters
April 17- Jeanne Shannon and Joanne Bodin Poetry—Exquisite
Corpse Workshop
May 6, 2017 – Lynn Miller Beginnings: Writing Your Way In
May 16, 2017 – Bob Kidera Overcoming a Late Start to Your
Writing Career

Student Scholarships

SouthWest Writers is seeking deserving high school and college students
for one-year scholarship memberships
in our organization. To be eligible, an
applicant must be enrolled in high
school or college. If you know someone with the interest and desire to
pursue a writing career or if you wish
to apply yourself, contact the SWW
office at swwriters@juno.com..
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SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501
(c)(3) organization.

are held at
New Life Presbyterian Church
5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034.
To register for classes and workshops:
sign up at SWW meetings or register
online at www.southwestwriters.com

2017 Board of Directors
President: Sarah H. Baker

sbaker46@comcast.net

Vice President: Rob Spiegel

robspiegel@comcast.net

Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner

swwtreasurer@gmail.com

Secretary: Jim Tritten

jimtritten@comcast.net

Website/Sage Rose Marie Kern

swwsage@swcp.com

Social Media: Kimberly Mitchell

swwpublicrelations@gmail.com

Office Manager: Larry Greenly

swwriters@juno.com

Publicity: Robert Staub

bronxbeachclub@yahoo.com

Joanne Bodin

jsbodin@msn.com

Don DeNoon

abqpoet@gmail.com

Sam Moorman

sammoorman@ekit.com

Dennis Kastendiek

dwjkas@yahoo.com

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10am to noon, and on
the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
There are nearly 350 members, all of whom
are encouraged to come together in celebration of the art of writing. At each meeting,
many members announce their recent successes and have an opportunity to network
with other writers. Most meetings feature
prominent speakers who bring their expertise in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and many other topics of interest to
those in the profession.
Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an
additional workshop session is held to provide members with training in a variety of
areas.

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034 e
-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
Articles are copyright © 2017 by author. Facts,
views and opinions expressed are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest Writers. SWW
does not necessarily endorse the advertisers.

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing,
and publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text in an email or in a Word document with Times New Roman
or Calibri font in 12pt. size. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.
Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.
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