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SWW members are invited to submit articles 
and information to the Sage and to the SWW 
website.  Acceptance and printing is at the 
discretion of the editor.   Contact Rose at 
swwsage@swcp.com with proposals for new 
articles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINKS 

NOTE:  Although some elements of this 
newsletter may look like links to other online 
websites, - they arenôtðthey are just 
BLUEðget over it and donôt complain to the 
editor.   Copy and Paste. 
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The Memoir Conference is Upon Us! 

Saturday, June 17th  is the date for the SWW Memoir Conference.  
What does it take to turn a dry recitation of history into a captivat-
ing and compelling tale?   
 

Come and learn how a memoir can capture an audience from people 
whose books have brought them  acclaim.  Pages 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography and Writing 

In this issue we have two stories with photographs taken by the  
authors which show how images can enhance the attractiveness, 
and feeling of your work.   We invite other SWW writers to submit 
their work along with an associated story or articleðthe only cave-
at is that you must have also taken the picture or created the image 
yourself!  Pages 8-9 

 

Niche Markets 

In May, Rose Marie Kern gave a presentation on Niche Markets for 
writing and how they can lead to multiple streams of income for 
authors.  This month in the first of two articles she goes over some 
techniques for discovering your unsuspected areas of expertise, 
your ñnichesò.    Pages 6-7 
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                         Lifeôs Changing Patterns 

With major changes in my life closing in (can you spell retirement?), I've 

taken time to reflect on my writing life and consider those who have led me 

on the path.  Without them, I'd still be wandering around trying to figure 

out this industry and wondering why I'm getting "dear author" rejections. 

There have been manyðtoo many to listðbut some have stood out more 

than others.  They're the ones who not only answer questions whenever 

asked, but also offer the lessons they've learned along the way.  They're the 

ones who welcome you to the group and make you feel like a writer. If 

you've attended Southwest Writers' meetings and listened to the speakers, 

or stayed for the workshops, or taken classes, you know quite a few of 

them. 

The big secret I've uncovered while teaching classes for UNM's Continuing 

Education program is when you offer to share what you've learned with 

other writers, you learn even more. It's true! I always learn from my stu-

dents, and I hope they feel the same way when they leave the classroom for 

the last time. Some of them have introduced me to new authors, some have 

shared hints I hadn't yet heard, and some have simply inspired me to be a 

better writer.  Who can ask for more?  I had the same experience when vol-

unteering to judge writing contests years ago.  It's always easier to see the 

rough spots in others' writing.  After marking up entries, I always went 

back to my latest work to look for those same rough spots, and I usually found them. 

 Although it's a life lesson that you get more when you give more, it is especially true for writing. Even if 

you feel like you're not an expert yet, you'll find people closer to the start of the journey than you are.  Offer 

them what you can, and listen to their questions.  They will be some of your greatest teachers. 

 We recently lost one of Albuquerque's longtime 

writers and teachers, Lela Belle Wolfert. When I 

first worked up the courage to attend a romance 

writers' meeting, I feared I'd find a bunch of little ol' 

ladies in wide-brimmed hats, sitting around chatter-

ing about things I had no interest in.  Sure enough, 

my first sight of romance writers included a woman 

in a wide-brimmed pink hat that matched her pick 

dress and pink earrings.  But as soon as Lela Belle 

flashed her impish grin and welcomed me to the 

group, I knew I was in the right place.   

Thank you, Lela Belle, for your warm welcome  

           and all the lessons you shared. 

 
Lela Belle Wolfert and Charles Powell at the last 

SWW meeting she attended in 2015.  Lela Belle 

did so much for SWW that she was dubbed  

òThe Queen of EVERYTHING!ó 
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