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SWW members are invited to submit articles and information to the
Sage and to the SWW website. Acceptance and printing is at the
discretion of the editor. Contact Rose at swwsage@swcp.com with
proposals for new articles.

We have much to be thankful for
here in the SWW organization. We
have a dedicated board of directors
and other volunteers, many of whom
give ten or more hours every week
to the organization.
We have people who really care
about helping writers become authors. We have a wealth of experience shared at every meeting.
The Board thanks all of you who
come to the meetings and renew
your membership every year to help
us continue in our mission.

Artwork by Paul Wilkins

The President’s Corner by Sarah H. Baker

Thank you all for your belief in me, and for re-electing me President of
Southwest Writers. Not only was I honored, I was also touched by all the
support you offered. Thank you! I will do my best.
Part of what I hope to promote as we move forward is a stronger connection with the community. I'm still surprised to find writers in New Mexico who don't know we exist. The fantastic Board we have for 2018 will
work on this.
Another thing I want to focus on is providing more specific benefits for
members, and making sure everyone knows what they are. We're already
offering fantastic workshops, classes, and conferences to which members
get discounts. Members also have an opportunity to share successes with the group and to highlight their
book covers on the meeting slides and the website. Keep your eyes open for more to come. I hope to have
everyone clamoring to renew memberships or sign up.
As we start November, some of you will take advantage of NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month). If
you haven't tried this yet and you're working on a novel, you may want to check out the website, https://
nanowrimo.org/. NaNoWriMo is the opportunity to give your internal editor a vacation and let the creative
writer take control for an entire month.
Again, thank you all for your votes of confidence. See you at the SWW meetings!

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates

Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page
requests every month.
Business card size: $20
1/4 page, vertical: $40
1/3 page, horizontal: $50
1/2 page horizontal $75
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.
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2 hour Workshop Prices:
Saturdays after the meetings
$20 SWW Members
$25 Osher Members w/Card
$30 Non-Members

Speakers for Upcoming Meetings
Saturday, Nov 4th 10amnoon

Chris Eboch
Cliffhangers:
How to Keep the Pages Turning!

Harping
Cheaper than Therapy

Tuesday, November 21- 7pm-9pm

By Michele Buchanan

Sue Boggio and Mare Pearl
The Science and Magic
of Creativity in Fiction Writing

Saturday, Dec 2 10am-noon

Sean Murphy
Dimension in Fiction, Creative
Nonfiction, and Memoir
Stay afterwards for a workshop
by Sean Murphy that deepens your creative dimensions. See Page 16 for more information
More information about these upcoming speakers
for SWW Meetings is available on the SWW website:

The letter arrived on the last day of July. "This is to

inform you that due to budgetary issues, your position
of Homebound Teacher will no longer be assigned an
Educational Assistant. If you require such assistance
submit a written requisition for personnel to meet you
at the Homebound address."
I choked out the words, "I can't do the job like this!
Requisition someone like a sack of potatoes? What
about liability?"
Seeing the pain on my face, my husband said, "Just go
retire. You have the years."
His words zipped across my forehead like Santa spilling toys.Without a second thought I drove to the APS
office that Friday, at 3:45pm.
"Hi, I need to retire today," I calmly said to the lady,
who sat alone waiting for her week to end. The new
school session would start Aug. 1st. and I had no time
to interview for a different position. They must have
planned it that way.
"Are you going to take a helicopter?" she asked
"What?"
"I need your birth certificate, these forms filled out, and
a letter to the superintendent, by 5pm."
I raced to my bank across town, retrieved the certificate
from the safe deposit box and arrived back at her feet
with ten minutes to spare.
She clucked her tongue. "I don't know, I need special
permission to send a fax to Santa Fe. It costs two dollars
She took the bills and I got retired. With children still
in school and wondering what I had just done, I went
home. ."
(continued next page)
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(Harping: Continued)
"I'm retired!" I said as I opened the door.
"What do you want to do now?" asked my wonderful
husband.
"I'd like to play the harp!"
He smiled, not the least bit perturbed, and said, "I have
a brochure for kits. I can build one for you, but I think
you should sew up your fabric. It's a fire hazard."
You may think this thought about playing a harp occurred in some previous discussion, or that I was a
trained musician, or that I'm just making this up. The
words exploded out of the blue and into my new reality
as a retired teacher.

Healthy Writing, Healthy
You:
Integrating Mind, Body, and
Spirit through the Art of
Writing
presented by Julie Dunlop
Saturday: November 4th, 2017
12:30 pm to 2:30 pm

(after the regular Saturday meeting)

$20 Members, $25 Osher, $30 Non-members

Are you doing your best work? Are you
feeling your best?
Come learn practical tips to enhance your
writing and you! From the perspective of
Yoga and Ayurveda, we can support our
health through finding balance in life.
What does it mean to be fully present as a
writer—body, mind, and spirit?
Through exploration of the wisdom of Yoga and Ayurveda, we can deepen our
awareness of our words, thoughts, feelings, and actions—and how they correlate
to the well-being of our writing and ourselves.
Come experience how the challenges
specific to writing and being a writer can
be supported through a holistic approach.
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My confident husband found the catalogue, we looked
at pictures, and wondered which kit we should order. I
knew we couldn't afford to buy one already made.
We selected the largest harp, because I'm tall, not even
thinking whether it could fit in a car. The kit came, and
my Renaissance Man let the wooden pieces acclimate to
our dry climate for at least a month before he even began construction. By the new year I had a thirty-six
string Celtic harp, in cherry. There was a book, "Teach
Yourself the Celtic Harp," and lessons on-line, plus a
welcoming harp community here in town.
The fabric stash turned into a costume business, and
soon I was harping at festivals, Renfaires, and retirement homes. My harp took me to playing hospice as
well as weddings, funerals and house parties. Wherever
I went, people would ask, "Where do harps come
from?" This resulted in extensive research, and my first
novel, "Scota's Harp."
To say that harping is cheaper than therapy is a massive understatement. Having beautiful sound penetrate
my chest as I hold the harp close is a feeling surpassed
only by the smiles and blessings I receive from playing.
Tearful thanks from a grieving relative or seeing a
child's joyous face when I let them take a strum have
replaced the tragedies of my Special Ed students' lives.

Michele Buchanan is
the author of Scota’s
Harp which is available
on Amazon.

The Writing Life: Researching James VI/I
By Sherri Burr
J

ournalists often interview a variety of individuals
to present a balanced view of a subject. But what
should authors of books do when the principals are
long dead? And if all the secondary sources are presenting a particularly negative picture, are we
obliged to find other opinions?
I recently confronted these issues while researching King James VI of Scotland who became King
James I of England after the death of Elizabeth I. He
provided the name for the King James Bible and
Jamestown, Virginia, a focal point for my book
about the Free Blacks of Virginia. As a Monticello
fellow, I visited Jamestown to obtain a sense of the
world that 20 or so Africans sailed into on August
19, 1619. That led to thinking about the settlement’s
namesake.
In May, 2017, I flew to England to uncover more
information about the king who inherited England
after Elizabeth I died without descendants. Her closest relative was Mary Queen of Scots, a first cousin
once removed, as Elizabeth’s father Henry VIII and
Mary’s grandmother Margaret were siblings and
children of Henry VII.
A year after James’ birth, Mary abdicated her Scottish throne in favor of him. By then, she had had his
father murdered and married the murderer. Mary
fled Scotland when James VI was two, and left him
in the care of others. Eventually, Mary was imprisoned and beheaded for her involvement in the Babington Plot, a scheme to assassinate Elizabeth.
James thus experienced a difficult beginning to life.
After obtaining library cards from the world famous British Library and British Archives, I perused
numerous books and 400-year old archival documents. Imagine my surprise when I found numerous
references to James I as “the wisest fool in Christendom.”
Physically, he was depicted as a man who waddled
when he walked and whose tongue was too big for
his mouth so he stuttered. He was considered a profligate who drained the English treasury and reindebted the country after Elizabeth had worked hard
to settle its debts. Scant attention was paid to the fact

that she had done this by authorizing pirates to raid
Spanish ships and using the resulting gold and other
bounty to repay Spain.
In the British Archives, I touched 400-year old
documents of lawsuits by people suing James I for
the return of loaned amounts. Interestingly, some of
the same individuals had loaned money to the Virginia Company to finance the creation of Jamestown.
Westminster Abbey and the British National Portrait Gallery highlighted a different aspect of the first
Scot to rule Britain—his homosexuality. In Westminster Abbey, the tour guide pointed to the tomb of
George Villiers, the first Duke of Buckingham,
which she said was the largest in the edifice. The
Duke was known for being James I’s “favorite” and
homosexual lover. The chamber, the guide told me,
was larger than the one for Mary Queen of Scots and
the one Elizabeth I shared with her half-sister Bloody
Mary (so named for having people burned at the
stake).
James had asked his son who would become
Charles I to honor the Duke of Buckingham in a
grand fashion. In case the symbolism of this burial
was missed, the British National Portrait Gallery displayed James I on the wall between his wife, Anne
of Denmark, and the Duke of Buckingham.
Worried a bit about writing about James based primarily on this England visit, I booked a flight to
Scotland in September of 2017, when flights were
surprisingly reasonable. The day I landed, I trekked
up the hill to Edinburgh Castle and stood in the room
where Mary Queen of Scots gave birth to James.
Two days later, I boarded a Scotrail train for Stirling Castle and hiked to the palace where he spent
most of his early childhood.
A different picture of James began to emerge from
the Scots. At St. Andrews University (considered the
third most prestigious in the United Kingdom after
Oxford and Cambridge and more recently known for
its graduates Prince William and Duchess Kate), I
interviewed Professor Roger Mason, with the Institute of Scottish Historical Research. He stressed the
SouthWestWriters.com * 5

Researching James VI /I - Continued

wisdom of James VI. He emphasized the books that
he had written and that upon visiting Oxford he had
remarked that if he had not had to be king, he would
have preferred to be a don, or a university teacher.
By the time James was seven, he was known for
his ability to simultaneously translate English, Latin
and French.
Afterward, I was glad I had researched further into the life of this complicated soul. More
opinions provide for richer portraits.
Sherri Burr, a Princeton University and Yale Law School graduate, is an award-winning author
of over twenty-books and a professor emeritus of law at the University of New Mexico School of
Law. Her book “A Short and Happy Guide to Financial Wellbeing” won an Arizona-New Mexico Book Award for best busifinance book.
www.sherriburr.com

Out, Damned Blot!
By Stan Rhine
Making my way down the deep canyons
formed by the towering shelves of a large office supply store, I overheard a spare, whitehaired woman asking a 20-something male
clerk for help finding something.
“A blotter?” he said, looking confused. “I’m
not familiar with the functionality of that.”
“You use it to blot ink on paper from a fountain pen…not a ball point,” she explained
slowly, hoping he might understand.
“Oh.” He puzzled a moment, then brightened.
“Maybe my supervisor can help.”
He led the way to his boss, a similarly agedeprived fellow, and told him what the lady
wanted.
“A blotter?” the honcho said, looking at her in
bewilderment. “How do you spell that?”
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SWW Board
2018 Executive Committee Elected
Four members of SWW have been elected to serve on the SWW Board Executive Committee for
FY2018. The election was held during the Saturday meeting in October. All four elected members
have demonstrated their personal commitment to SWW over the years as volunteers.
Congratulations to these members of the 2018 Executive Committee!
President: Sarah Baker
Vice President: Rob Spiegel
Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner
Secretary: Kimberly Rose
The total board of directors can have up to twelve members. Other than the executive committee, members of SWW are invited to be a part of the board by the President. Everyone on the committee is expected to attend board meetings and volunteer to work with one or more committees, or
perform a needed function.

Annual Membership in
SouthWest Writers
Individual: $70
Student: $25
Requires proof of student status
Outside U.S.: $75,
Lifetime Membership: $750
Download the Sage from
www.southwestwriters.com
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TO WRITE BETTER, DRAW BADLY
by Kathy Louise Schuit
My mother always painted. As kids, wherever
Mom took us, she also brought canvas, easel, a
wooden paints box, and the scent of linseed oil.
She painted while we swam, she painted while we
learned to play instruments, she painted when we
misbehaved and she couldn't take it any longer.
But she never shared this passion with us.
Painting was hers and hers alone. After Mom
passed away, her brushes, palette knives and pencils became mine. I had no idea what to do with
them.
By age 12, I had decided I could be a writer but
any drawing talent I might have possessed never
matured past the stage of a three-year-old with a
crayon.
Still, holding on to that connection with my
mother, I suddenly wanted to learn to draw.
Obviously, I needed help.
I turned to Amazon. My “learning to draw”
search rewarded me with several prospects, the
one that spoke to me was Betty Edwards – Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. She had my
attention at the Introduction, where she says, “The
course is designed for persons who cannot draw at
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all, who feel they have no talent for drawing, and
who believe that they can never learn to draw.”
Yep. That's me.
According to Betty, I didn't need to learn the
rules of drawing so much as to re-learn how to notice the world around me.
I was free to break rules I didn't even know, to
just have fun, to remember the smell of linseed oil.
I embarked on drawing with zero thoughts of acquiring fame, fortune or even the approval of my
family for anything I drew. I knew my depictions
lacked form or style, but it pleased me to make them
and that's all I expected.
Months later, struggling with a novel that I'd
been working on with a friend, I decided to stop trying to sort out how to get just the right the words on
paper and to draw instead.
My mind quieted. It wandered. It played with
ideas, ideas for the sunflower petals forming under
my fingers, ideas for dinner, ideas for the novel...
The exact words I needed for the novel flooded
into my mind.
Having had past experience with sudden bursts
of brilliance (usually while driving) I knew how
quickly they can disappear back to the mysterious
place from whence they come so I didn't waste time
looking for a real pencil. Instead, I tightened my
grip on the fat charcoal stick in my hand and started
writing.
The sunflower disappeared under a torrent of
words. I flipped the page over and filled it. I pulled
out another sheet of drawing paper, then another. In
fifteen minutes, the chapter I'd been struggling with
for weeks was finished. It didn't have commas or
periods or, for that matter, capitals. For possibly the
first time in my life, I didn't care. I liked it. That's all
that mattered.
This was revelation!
The Editor/Critic we all know so well has always
had strong claws in me, but I've fought back. My
copies of Natalie Goldberg – Writing Down the
Bones and Wild Mind, and Anne Lamott – Bird By
Bird, are so dogeared that the poor, torn-off corners
now just serve as pointy bookmarks.
I am ever grateful to these brilliant writers for
sharing their processes with me, but now I think
that, until I read Betty Edwards' book and tried to
draw, I could never truly set my mind aside so my
self could create.
My new writing process starts with drawing.

This exercise reminds me that all I need to do to
write well is give up everything I think I know about
writing well.
With more drawing practice, I hope to eventually
let go of sentence structure, to never again feel that
prickly there's a preposition at the end of a sentence
sensation, to write with more consideration for my
characters than for commas, to regain the wonder for
the world that I had when I was three and to write
what makes me happy...with crayons.
A former innkeeper, journalist and restaurateur,
Kathy Louise Schuit now
lives the life she's always
dreamed – writing, travel,
family and now, drawing.
She recently wrote, illustrated and self-published her
first children's book and is
working to create a sales/
marketing/support network
for self-published authors.

The Storyteller’s
Anthology
is available to order in
paperback on Amazon. A
great addition to any library, it exemplifies the
diversity of talent we
bring to the literary
world. Please consider
leaving a positive comment on the Review
page with a 5-star rating
to enhance salability of
this excellent example of
outstanding authorship
by members of SouthWest Writers!

Novel Writing Conference Inspiring
On October 28th SWW hosted a novel writing conference titled “The
Roadmap to Getting Published.” An all star cast of speakers offered their personal insights and experiences to a roomful of participants. A full report of
the conference with tidbits of information disseminated by the speakers will be
reported on in the December Sage.
At right: David Morrell gives advice on how you can find YOUR story.
Below: The crowd waits for Rob Speigel to introduce the first speaker.
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Boasting about your successes is encouraged at SWW meetings. But keep it brief, please!

Scribendi, a provider of online editing and proofreading, has published a blog post titled #SquadGoals: The
Top Writing Groups throughout History, and included SouthWest Writers on their list of the best writing
groups currently in operation!
Here is a portion of this great article that compares historical writing groups to their modern equivalents.
*********************************
6. LOS CONTEMPORÁNEOS (EST. 1920)
Los Contemporáneos, a group of contemporary Mexican writers, shared common interests in both art and
culture. They were eager to modernize not only literature but also their surrounding culture and bring their
visions to life through publication.
Modern Equivalent: SouthWest Writers
SouthWest Writers, located in New Mexico, is devoted to helping both published and unpublished
writers. They offer contests, critiques, groups, workshops, and more; like Los Contemporáneos,
the group allows writers to share their writing professionally.
**********************************
To view the whole article follow the link on the SWW website page. If you like the article, please feel free
to share it with your followers too!
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SWW Members’ Books Named as Finalists!
On Friday September 22 the New Mexico/
Arizona Book Cooperative announced the names of
the books and authors who are finalists in their 2017
Book Awards. Many SWW members made the cut,
frequently in more than one category!
Here are the members who have reported to
SWW that their books have made the cut, or their
friends gave SWW the heads up. The list is by category and may be incomplete, so if you should be on
this list please report it to swwsage@swcp.com!
Biography – New Mexico
Avi Shama Finding Home: An Immigrant’s Journey
Biography – Other
Patricia Walkow The War Within, The Story of Josef
Business Book
Sherri Burr Entertainment Law in a Nutshell
Children’s Picture Book
Loretta Hall Miguel & Michelle Visit Spaceport America
Crafts/Hobby/How-to Book
Gail Rubin Kicking the Bucket List
eBook Nonfiction
Gail Rubin Kicking the Bucket List
Fiction - adventure or drama
Melody Groves She Was Sheriff
Fiction - cozy mystery
Patricia Smith Wood Murder on Frequency
Fiction - historical fiction
Joanne Bodin Orchid of the Night
Melody Groves She Was Sheriff
Fiction - mystery/crime
Joanne Bodin Orchid of the Night

Avi Shama Finding Home: An Immigrant’s Journey
Gay/Lesbian Book
Joanne Bodin Orchid of the Night
Lynn Miller The Day After Death
Guide Book
Gail Rubin Kicking the Bucket List
Juvenile Book
Sue Houser The Corn Whisperer
Nonfiction – other
Rose Marie Kern Air to Ground: A Guide to the World of Air
Traffic Control
Parenting/Family Issues Book
Loretta Hall Miguel & Michelle Visit Spaceport
America
Sue Houser The Corn Whisperer
Poetry Dan Wetmore My Mother's Gentle Unbecoming St Andrews
Science Book
Loretta Hall Miguel & Michelle Visit Spaceport America
Self-help Book
Yvonne Williams Casaus A Drop of Water: A Spiritual Journey
Gail Rubin Kicking the Bucket List
Travel Book
Loretta Hall Miguel & Michelle Visit Spaceport America
Young Readers Book
Loretta Hall Miguel & Michelle Visit Spaceport America
Sue Houser The Corn Whisperer
Best Cover Design-Non-Fiction 6x9
Gail Rubin Kicking the Bucket List
Best Cover Design-Fiction (6x9)
Joseph Badal Dark Angel
Sue Boggio & Mare Pearl Long Night Moon
Patricia Smith Wood Murder on Frequency

Fiction – other
Sue Boggio & Mare Pearl Long Night Moon
Fiction - science fiction & fantasy
RJ Mirabal Zero Visibility Possible
Fiction - thriller/suspense
Joseph Badal Dark Angel
Joanne Bodin Orchid of the Night
Jonathan Miller Luna Law
Lynn Miller The Day After Death
First Book NM sponsored by Southwest Writers
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SAGE WRITING CHALLENGE!
What’s Your Pitch?
OK folks, you’ve just boarded an elevator in the
lobby and realized you are standing next to the
lead editor at Random House publishing.
You have about 3 minutes before the door opens
and he exits the elevator. What do you say to him
about your story to cause him to hand you a business card with his personal email?

SWIMMING
Cheaper than Therapy
By Annette Thies

Send your elevator pitch to swwsage@swcp.com before November 20th to be published in the December Sage. Use the name of
your story as the title of the piece.
You can either put the pitch in the body of the
email or attach a word document. Remember, it
has to be short, no more than 100 words maximum!

Two things happened the day my dad died.

I said my
last good -bye to Dad. And I went swimming.
My dad would have wanted me to go swim.
He
knew how much I loved to swim and always laughed
when I said, “swimming is my Prozac.” I left the hospital and headed to the pool hoping the emptiness I
felt would abate by the time I finished my workout.
While I swam my first few laps I remembered the first
time Dad took me to the pool. It was a warm summer
afternoon but the water was cool. He picked me up
and walked slowly into the water so he could gauge
my reaction to the temperature. When I didn’t flinch,
he started swishing me back and forth in the water. A
small wave formed with each swish then I would
bump into that wave when he swished me the opposite
direction.

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching,
writing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of
SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of
the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.

That day I realized how much I liked being in the water. Rather than being scared I felt weightless and
free. More importantly I felt protected and comforted
in the water.

Please send all submissions as either standard text in
an email or in a Word document with Times New Roman or Calibri font in 12pt. size. Do not get fancy with
formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to
set it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.

Somewhere around lap 10 I suppressed a giggle as I
recalled how he picked me up high over his head then

Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.
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dropped me in the water. I wasn’t afraid because
as soon as I fell into the water he’d scoop me up
and ask if I wanted to do it again. My laughter said
it all.
Around lap 14 I began to sob (yes you can cry in
the water) when I flashed on my Dad’s young cancer-free face with pool water dripping from his
dark curly hair into his laughing eyes. I sobbed because I’d lost my hero, the Dad who taught me to
love and trust the water.
Finally, by lap 20 a calm settled in and I focused
on my breath, counted my strokes and started to
relax. A rhythm consumed me and 40 lengths later I left the pool feeling stronger and more
equipped to deal with the rest of the day.
Swimming is therapy. It never fails to center me
on the worst of days and when the day is going
well it’s just icing on the cake. I’ve made swimming part of my daily routine - like eating and
sleeping so I don’t have to wonder if I’ll swim – I
just get up and head to the pool.
I’ve had friends say I’m addicted to swimming.
But it’s better for me than drugs or alcohol. I
crave the calm I feel after swimming. It takes the
edge off too many cups of coffee and helps burn all
the calories I get from eating half a carton of Bunny Tracks ice cream more often than I should.

stroke. I can’t think of a better reason to get in
the pool since my mother had dementia.
My daily swim was the best therapy the weeks
and months after my dad died. I felt comforted
and protected in the water much as my Dad had
comforted and protected me growing up. Swimming brings me full circle.
When I swim I am lighter, both physically and
mentally and closer to meditation than I can ever
be sitting quietly in a room. My thoughts become as clear as the water that surrounds me and
when confronted with a dilemma before I hop in
the pool I usually have the beginnings of a solution by the time I’m showering after my swim.
I can’t think of a better way to alleviate stress,
burn calories, meditate and solve world problems
– all in my hour swim!

Annette Thies is semiretired and coaches high
school and masters level swimmers.
Prior to coaching she
co-owned a consulting business specializing in project
management and health information documentation review. She is currently
considering a book based on the letters she has
written to her son since he was born.

I’m in such a good mood after I swim (while all
those endorphins are rushing through my body)
that I’m not as apt to yell at the crazy Albuquerque
drivers I encounter on my drive home. Swimming
has probably saved my life more than once – and
not just by keeping me from drowning!
Swimming has introduced me to friends I wouldn’t
have known otherwise. It’s always easier to start a
conversation about swimming. I’ve read that social connections for people of “a certain age” are
important. My conversations at the pool, because
they are face to face are far better than anything I
can do on the computer. And, if an acquaintance
from the pool happens to become a good friend
that’s even better.
Current research says that blood flow to the brain
during exercise helps decrease dementia and

Place Your Ad Here
Advertise your writing-related
products and services.

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40 - 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months
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Dear Southwest Writers,
I am emailing to invite the members of Southwest Writers to the South Broadway Cultural Center Library
and to the Cherry Hills library during November for National Novel Writing Month. Both libraries are
registered Come Write In locations for the month of November for NaNoWriMo – a place where writers
can come and comfortably sit and write using the library WiFi or the free public computers or a pad and a
pen.
If your members are not familiar with NaNoWriMo, please feel free to visit this link nanowrimo.org for
more information.
The SBCC library is located inside the South Broadway Cultural Center at 1025 Broadway SE, which also hosts an art gallery, theatre and community space. The Cherry Hills library is located at 6901 Barstow
NE and Emily Zahn is the contact at that location for this event.
At the South Broadway Cultural Center we will be hosting three events.


Oct 28th – 10:30am til noon. NaNoWriMo: The Prequel – Brainstorming.



Nov 18th – 10:30am til noon. NaNoWriMo: Midwifery – Sharing and Supporting the Process.



Nov 25th – 11am – 12:15pm. NaNoWriMo: Submission and Publishing.

During the month of November, I will have an area set aside for writers in a quiet corner of the library,
where I will have a writing prompt jar and a display of materials that had their origins during a past
NaNoWriMo and were eventually published. Writers are welcome to use the free WiFi or the free public
computers here at SBCC or, of course, a pad and pen.
Cherry Hills is in the process of creating and confirming their events. Since NaNoWriMo is still a month
away, there may be more added before the event actually begins. We hope to see many of your members
busily generating creativity at SBCC and Cherry Hills soon!
Thanks so much for helping us spread the word.
Nancy Griffiths
Paraprofessional Librarian
505.764.1742 | abqlibrary.org
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Saturday: December 2, 2017 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm
Location: New Life Presbyterian Church (after the regular Saturday meeting)
$20 Members, $25 Osher, $30 Non-member

Sean Murphy
Dimension in Fiction, Creative Nonfiction, and Memoir
This workshop is a continuation and deeper look at the elements that make up a fully dimensional
work of fiction, memoir, or creative nonfiction. Creating strong narrative requires attention not only
to primary elements of plot and character, but to aspects such as style and tone, sense of
place, sensory detail, thematic ideas, as well as literary devices like imagery and symbolism, metaphor, personification and foreshadowing. We’ll work together in exploring how various different
elements support one another in a fully realized piece of writing.
SEAN MURPHY’S new edition of his One Bird, One Stone, a nonfiction chronicle of Zen in America, won the 2014 International
Book Award in the Eastern Religions category. His The Time of New Weather was named Best Novel in the 2009 National Press
Women’s Communication Awards, while his debut, The Hope Valley Hubcap King, won the Hemingway Award for a First Novel
and was an American Booksellers Association BookSense 76 recommended book. He is also the author of the Pulitzer-nominated
novel The Finished Man. (All novels published by Bantam-Dell books). His novel-in-process, Wilson’s Way, won the 2014 Dana
Award in the Novel, and his essays, articles and short stories have been widely published and anthologized. A recognized Zen meditation teacher and Dharma Holder in the White Plum Lineage, he has practiced Zen for for 30 years. He also teaches secular meditation through his nonprofit Sage Institute for Creativity and Consciousness, and has taught for many years with Natalie Goldberg in
her series of independent writing and meditation seminars. He has taught meditation, creative writing, and literature for UNM-Taos
for 20 years, as well as for Southern Methodist University’s Taos campus, the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, Naropa
University in Boulder, and a variety of conferences and organizations, including a number of Masters Classes in the Novel. His
yearly Write to the Finish Course, taught with his wife Tania Casselle, who is also an author, has helped dozens of novelists and
nonfiction writers finish book-length projects over the last ten years. Independent writing seminars through their Big Sky Writing
Workshops have included residential courses at Casa del Sol in Ghost Ranch, Canyon de Chelly, The Murie Center in Grand Tetons
National Park, Franklin University in Lugano, Switzerland, and the Summit Huts Association in Colorado, among others. See his
website at www.murphyzen.com

Workshop and Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is
entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the class. For multi-session classes, if you
miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are part of that roll
count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.

SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

 Query letters
 Synopses
 Articles
 Essays
 Nonfiction books
 Book proposals
 Short Stories

 Mainstream/literary fiction
 Genre fiction
 Children’s
 Middle-grade
 Young Adult
 Screenplays/stageplays
 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.
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Ageless Authors celebrates creative senior writers;
Entries accepted now for unique contest

AGELESS
AUTHORS

Ageless Authors, the first publishing project exclusively for writers
age 65 and older, is now accepting submissions for this year’s edition
of their nationwide writing contest

Professional and amateur writers can submit short stories, essays, and poetry
based on any of three topics – Military Memories; Dang I Wish I Hadn’t Done
That; and Parents, For Better or Worse. To learn more or submit your work, go to
agelessauthors.com/current-contests.
Cash prizes will be awarded in each category; $100 for first place, $50 for second place,
and $25 for third place. Winners and other outstanding entries will also be published in the
second edition of Ageless Authors Anthology. Each submission requires an entry fee of $20
and the deadline for submissions is December 15.

NANOWRIMO Assistance Offered by Inkitt
Inkitt is launching a huge writers event in November to assist authors during the Nanowrimo challenge. There will be free individual writing coaching sessions on Skype (e.g.
with the editor of the Maritan), Q&A's with famous authors such as Andy Weir, Lauren
Kate, etc. a writing buddy system and much more. Currently, we're inviting authors to
pledge here: www.inkitt.com/writerswrite

Join acclaimed literary agents April Eberhardt and Katharine Sands along with writing coach Judyth Hill for an
in-depth retreat at the Mabel Dodge Luhan House in Taos, April 10-15. The retreat will focus on both craft and
career. We’ll explore all aspects of your book, from powerful beginnings and plot to query letters and the ins
and outs of publishing in the new age. Bring your manuscript, ideas and dreams and leave with a personalized
plan for success. (Or join us in Maine, June 10-15.) All information can be found on our website: www.eatwrite-travel.com (See below)
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SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501
(c)(3) organization.

are held at
New Life Presbyterian Church
5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
For more information, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034.
To register for classes and workshops:
sign up at SWW meetings or register
online at www.southwestwriters.com

2017 Board of Directors
President: Sarah H. Baker

sbaker46@comcast.net

Vice President: Rob Spiegel

robspiegel@comcast.net

Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner

swwtreasurer@gmail.com

Secretary: Jim Tritten

jimtritten@comcast.net

Website/Sage Rose Marie Kern

swwsage@swcp.com

Social Media: Kimberly Rose

swwpublicrelations@gmail.com

Office Manager: Larry Greenly

swwriters@juno.com

Publicity:
Joanne Bodin

jsbodin@msn.com

Don DeNoon

abqpoet@gmail.com

Sam Moorman

eva1245@juno.com

Dennis Kastendiek

dwjkas@yahoo.com

Zackry Wheeler

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10am to noon, and on
the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm.
There are nearly 350 members, all of whom
are encouraged to come together in celebration of the art of writing. At each meeting,
many members announce their recent successes and have an opportunity to network
with other writers. Most meetings feature
prominent speakers who bring their expertise in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and many other topics of interest to
those in the profession.
Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an
additional workshop session is held to provide members with training in a variety of
areas.

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034 e
-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
Articles are copyright © 2017 by author. Facts,
views and opinions expressed are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of SouthWest Writers. SWW
does not necessarily endorse the advertisers.

Do You Have a Published Book?
The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book covers across the Home page. If
you’d like us to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to swwsage@swcp.com. No
more than one book cover per author. Can be updated as your next book comes out.
Send a small picture file .jpg no more than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit larger
than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to edit to fit.
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