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SWW members are invited to submit articles and information to
the Sage and to the SWW website. Acceptance and printing is at
the discretion of the editor. Contact Rose Kern at
swwsage@swcp.com with proposals for new articles.

Honey, the corgi, knows there is a four leaf clover
in this patch somewhere!

This is Your Lucky Issue!
Is you life full of good luck or bad luck? Or is it a
mixture of both? St. Patrick’s day brings humorous images of leprechaun and pots of gold, so we have a couple
of stories from Michele Buchanan and Mary Therese
Padberg describing how luck affected their lives on pages 4 and 9.

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Conference
The Science Fiction/Fantasy Writer’s Conference is
happening June 9th at the Nativo Lodge in Albuquerque.
(See page 12) In addition to presentations focusing on
the genre, there will be a track of courses of interest to
all writers. Several attendance options are available and
will be posted on the website by March 15th.
The Conference will open with a rousing debate about
whether it is better to self publish or submit your work to
an established publisher. The heads of the publishing
houses taking part in the debate will be available for
pitch sessions later in the day.

Do You Tweet?
If you actively participate in social media, check out the
SouthWest Writers Facebook and Twitter pages. Share
the information and help us grow!

The President’s Corner

by Sarah H. Baker

Writing is not a competitive sport. Really, it isn't. Yes, there are only a certain
number of books traditionally published each year, but you aren't really competing
with other authors to get one of those spots. You're competing with yourself. You'll
only get your works published by improving your own writing. (This is also true for
self-publishing. You won't sell a second book to your readers if the first wasn't as
good as it could be.)
We improve our writing by learning as much as we can. I believe storytelling is
something we pick up at an early age, but the mechanics of writing don't come naturally. We must learn from others, and should expect to share what we know with
those around us. Nature is a great instructor; if only one honeybee knows how to
find the flowers, the hive won't survive. Even that well-informed honeybee will perish. Writing is about
being an active part of a community.
And it isn't just learning how to write that works better with a community. I was recently told by one
published author that she has a horrible time marketing her work. That's probably true for many of us. One
of my publishers found an interesting solution. Each of us would choose someone else's book—one that we
really like—to promote it instead of our own. As a community, we increased sales for everyone.
I'm thrilled to have so many active members in SouthWest Writers who are willing to step up to lead
workshops and classes, or simply show up at meetings to participate in discussions. Remember, though, that
you're also part of a bigger, worldwide community of writers. If you like a book, take a few moments to
share that information by writing a review, or by telling your friends about it. The more engaged readers we
have in the world, the more likely it is that we'll be able to fulfill our dreams of living writers' lives. And
since studies show that avid readers tend to empathize more with others than non-readers do, our success
may result in a better future for everyone! How wonderful is that?

SouthWest Writers Meetings
Visitor/Guest Policy
SWW wants new people to come and look over
our award winning writers’ association - but
since it is our membership dues that pay the
fees for our outstanding speakers, we request
that visitors or guests limit their attendance to no
more than three meetings, after which it is expected they will join the organization.
Visitors are requested to sign in with name,
email and/or phone number and wear a name
tag. They will be invited to stand, introduce
themselves and tell what kind of writing they do
so that other writers in that genre can network
with them during breaks in the meeting.
The “Successes and Announcements” made at
our meetings are limited to SWW members.
As always, we encourage visitors to join SWW –
a bargain at only $80 per year.
2 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * February 2018

Ask

reader, are the protagonist, reading the book is a very different kind of journey.

Chaucer!

Dear Chaucer,
I've heard some books are written in first person
and some in third person. What does that mean
and why do I care?
Personal Perspective
Dear Perspective,
First, second, or third person is the narrative point of
view of your work. You must also decide if you're
working in past or present tense. First person sounds
like someone telling you a story: "I did this" for past
tense, and "I am doing this" for present tense. Third
person sounds like someone telling you a story about
someone else: "she did this" for past tense, and "he is
doing that" for present tense. Second person is more
unusual in fiction. It is the narrative of the writer telling the reader's story: "you did this" for past tense and
"you do that" for present tense.
Part of the decision of how to tell your story depends on
the genre in which you're writing. For instance, cozy
mysteries (a genre started by Agatha Christie) usually
rely on third person, past tense. While we identify with
Miss Marple, we are not actually walking in her shoes.
We're watching her story unfold. In hard-boiled mysteries, such as those written by Raymond Chandler, the
reader expects a story in first person, past tense, as the
protagonist tells us what happened to him. We're listening to his story as if sitting in his office. First and third
person narratives are both fairly common these days.
Although present tense can be found in classics by writers such as Dickens and James Joyce, it is less common
than past tense. However, present tense seems to be on
the rise since the release of THE HUNGER GAMES by
Suzanne Collins, which was written in first person, present tense. Not only are we walking in the protagonist's
shoes, we're walking in her timeframe. We don't discover anything until she does. When she's nervous, we
are, too.
Less common in fiction is second person. An example
of this is HALF ASLEEP IN FROG PAJAMAS by
Tom Robbins, where the narrative is in second person,
present tense. The book opens with, "The day the stock
market falls out of bed and breaks its back is the worst
day of your life. Or so you think." Because you, the

Part of the decision on how to write your book depends on
how immediate you want the story to be. First person,
present tense can be very emotional and even stressful.
This works well for young adult books and fantasy. Third
person, past tense is usually better for cozy mysteries and
many types of romance. My best advice to you is to read
books in your genre, focusing on how they're told, and
then decide what works best for your work.
Chaucer
Do you have questions about writing you’d like to ask
Chaucer? Send them to swwsage@swcp.com with the
subject line: ASK CHAUCER before the 20th of the
month for the next month’s Sage.
NOTE: Questions should be restricted to one paragraph
and one topic.

Letter to the Editor
Dear SWW
I enjoyed the club meeting and found Steve Brewer’s talk very helpful. I sought out SWW (found
your website by google) because I am working on
my first work of science fiction. My day job is in
engineering, and I have authored a few technical
papers, but I find I need a more creative outlet.
I went to the meeting because I did not want to
write in a vacuum anymore, and I found the
wealth of resources and experience to be far beyond what I expected. I would like to join SWW,
and am looking forward to the Writer’s Conferences. What is the best way to join—online or at
the next meeting?
Thank you for making me feel welcome.
Ted S.
*****
Dear Ted,
Thanks for the feedback! You can join online
or at the meeting - your choice. Welcome to
SWW!
Rose Marie Kern
Editor, SouthWest Sage
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Mr. Lucky
by Michele Buchanan
Our friend John kept an old empty glass pickle jar inside his
front door. It held about two gallons when full. Whether he
walked city sidewalks or strolled through the Bosque, orphaned coins would call to him, "take me home." Even before
hanging his coat and hat he'd throw the retrieved coins into the
jar. They made a happy sound to his ears.

or a piece of popcorn. Our conscious brain organizes what
we see and hear, and keeps our horizons level.

Sometimes, as each year came to a close, he would have to
give the jar a shake to make room for the new additions, the
jar was so full. Then on New Year's Eve he and his wife
would dump out the coins, wrap them, and look for anything
rare. Only once had he found a silver dollar, mostly the coins
were pennies or an occasional peso. Still, the year's treasure
was enough for a special dinner and a movie.

At the university, beginning Psych students learn that
"intermittent reinforcement" is the strongest method of behavior conditioning. Winning that dice roll, no matter how
infrequent, may cause a life-long addiction to gambling. Do
we feel "lucky" when we pull the handle on the slot machine,
or do we just happily play the game, believing we might be
lucky? We buy lottery tickets telling our friends that the
money will help pay for scholarships, while inside hoping we
will have the lucky ticket. That's how it works.

All of John's friends thought he was really lucky at finding
lost coins. They called him "Mr. Lucky."
As I was ironing shirts one morning with the TV sharing
news of the latest tornado in Kansas, my young daughter said,
"Mommy, we are so lucky to live in Albuquerque! No hurricanes, floods, or tornadoes." I just nodded, thinking we needed another trip to the Geology department to watch the seismograph measure tremors. And then I thought how little she
knew about her great-grandparents desperately emigrating
from Austria, Germany, Scotland, and Ireland.
She knew nothing of them, nor about her grandfather doing
science experiments at Soldier's Field in Chicago, that brought
him to work in Los Alamos, the reason we came to New Mexico.
My attention drifted back to the TV where some woman was
thankful to God for sparing her house in the midst of her tornado ravaged neighborhood.
I finished the ironing thinking about this string of "luck,"
and also thinking about my parental short-comings. I vowed to
share our family history with the children, and also discuss
this concept of luck. I reminisced about my several near fatal
brushes with death, and how truly lucky I have been.
But was it luck that saved my life when I hemorrhaged with
no pulse or blood pressure? Or was it that we lived just five
minutes from the hospital that saved my life?
The "ghost in the machine," our consciousness, strives to
make sense of the world we experience.We know we are easily fooled by optical illusions. But it is more than that.
A researcher at Baylor, David Eagleman, authored a book
titled "Incognito." His efforts to draw aside the curtain are a
valuable read to us all. When we see "bunnies" in the cloud
formations or pyramids on Mars we are fooled. This experience, called "pareidolia, helps us see faces on a burnt tortilla
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When we drive through a string of green lights do we
thank God or realize we are just obeying the speed limit and
reaping the good work of those who time the traffic lights?

So what is luck? Is there some force in the universe that
makes things happen on purpose? Are some people, like
John, more lucky than others? No. The universe does not care
about us, and while events may seem lucky or random, all are
caused by long preceding chains of events, that are perhaps
beyond our view. Our conscious mind wants to make order
out of chaos.
One year, the big "C" came to visit our friend John. The
pickle jar was barely half-full as he became bedridden. Cancer had spread, filling his body with pain and weakness.
There would be no more leisurely walks to find orphaned
coins, no more lucky pennies made the trip in his pocket to
be reunited with their brothers.
Ashes to ashes, we all fall down.
At the memorial service, some friends remarked that John
had been so lucky! He found so many coins and other artifacts, and had such a remarkable collection of antique toys.
His sister knew that people called him "Mr. Lucky" and
asked him once about how he was able to always find a coin,
whenever he went out.
Laughing, John said, "I'm an Archaeologist! I'm always
looking down!"

Michele Buchanan is the author of
Scota’s Harp, the story of an Egyptian
princess who traveled to Britain and for
whom the Isle of Scotland is said to be
named.

UPCOMING CLASSES

Speakers for Upcoming Meetings
__________________________________________

Revising Fiction Making Sense of
the Madness
Presented by
Kirt Hickman

Monday Evenings at 6:30pm beginning
March 12

Writing for Magazines: Bagging Your First Magazine Assignment
Presented By Melody Groves

Saturday, March 3 10am-Noon
 Melody Groves
 Don’t be Afraid to Cry: Putting
Emotions into Writing
Tuesday March 20 7pm-9pm
 Judy Avila
 Can You Relate? The importance of diverse and tension filled relationships
Saturday, April 7 10am-noon
 Benjamin Radford
 A Personal Path to Publication


Tuesday, April 17 7pm-9pm
 Joanne Bodin & Jeanne Shannon
 The Passion of Poetry

Saturday, April 21, 2018 9amnoon and Saturday, April 28, 2018
9am-noon

Saturday, May 5 10am-noon
 Matthew Yde
 Albuquerque Journal Theater Critic

More information about classes and speakers is
available on the SWW Website Classes page.

Tuesday, May 15 7pm-9pm
 John Cousins
 Enter the Matrix : How to maximize income from your writing through
planned content production workflow
Tuesday, June 19 7pm-9pm
 Michael Backus
 Topic TBD
Saturday, October 6th 10am-Noon
 Gerald Hausman
 Zen and the Art of Writing
More information about upcoming speakers for
SWW Meetings is available on the SWW website:

www.southestwriters.com
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The
Virtues
Of
Vice

The Cultivation, Curation and
Conservation of Bad Habits
By Stan Rhine
The earnest advice given to young and old alike
is to work diligently to expunge one’s bad habits.
This may be based in part upon the belief that a
person can accommodate only a limited number of
habits, and in order to don the mantle of a good
habit, one must excise a bad one, making room for
the new, improved, socially approved, good one.
However, the cultivation, curation and conservation of bad habits should be seen as an important
goal for anyone wishing to live a long and healthy
life. This is nicely illustrated by a parable offered
by that paragon of American propriety, Mark
Twain.
He tells of an old lady of his acquaintance who
reveled in bad health and was eventually caught in
a downward spiral of further declining vigor.
Struck by the peril of her precarious existence,
Twain was moved to offer some helpful advice,
here paraphrased: “You must give up frolicking
with mince pie after midnight,” he warned, “and
eating all manner of foods that disagree with you.
You must eschew all sorts of gambling and swearing. You must also give up smoking cigars.”
The frail lady shook her head sadly. “But I don’t
do any of those things.”
“So there you have it,” Twain concluded, “she
was a sinking ship with no baggage to throw overboard.”
The moral of this story is clear. Increasing age

brings with it a host of potentially serious challenges to any biological organism. Rates of cell turnover slow and sputter, and the entire organism is
plagued with reductions in overall fitness, agility,
performance and mental acuity. The slide down the
razor blade of life slices off ever more of one’s coping abilities.
But there is hope!
That hope consists in the careful cultivation, curation and conservation of bad habits. One should
choose them with care, winnowing out those that
deliver less satisfaction per unit of energy expended. Certainly by the age of 30, one should have had
sufficient experience with discovering which behaviors and attitudes are most compatible with
one’s own weltanschauung to select those meriting
retention.
It goes without saying that those habits most annoying to others accumulate bonus points favoring
selection. The behaviors offering the warm satisfaction of derived pleasure should be carefully tended—weeded and fertilized so they may grow strong
enough to survive without constant attention. After
all, a bad habit is hardly a habit if you have to keep
reminding yourself to do it.
A friend once took up with a young lady, who,
after a period of cohabitation, announced she felt he
had “hundreds of bad habits.” She, by her own assessment, had no such baggage.
Nonetheless, his Brobdingnagian bevy of bad
habits boded well for his survival, and it is a pleasure to report that he has maintained that assemblage
intact through thick and thin, storm and sunshine.
He has been able to do so without strain, since
those behaviors have become ingrained and no
longer require constant monitoring to sustain. But
he did discard one bad habit—the aforementioned
young lady.
The key to success and long life is thus grasping
those delightfully annoying bad habits to one’s bosom. Hang onto them as if your life depended upon
it. Because it may. As we have seen, your survival
may rest upon jettisoning some of them if water
begins to lap at your decks.
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Upcoming Workshops
These workshops take place after the
regular Saturday meetings from
12:30pm to 2:30pm.

Next Workshop
Saturday March 3, 2018

What I Learned
from Nancy Drew
with Chris Eboch

Saturday, April 7th

Pitch Your Novel
Effectively
With Kirt Hickman

Saturday May 5th

Historical Fiction
with Sandra Toro
Saturday June 2, 2018

Using Humor in
Writing
with Steve Brewer

Saturday, October 6th, 2018

Spontaneous Writing
With Gerald Haussman
More information about the workshops and speakers
is available on the SWW Website Workshops page.
All workshops cost $20 for SWW members, $25 for
OSHER members and $30 for non-members.
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Nancy Drew’s adventures have captivated girls
across generations. “Grab you by the throat”
openings pull readers into the story. Cliffhanger
chapter endings ensure late-night reading under the covers. Action-packed plots keep readers coming back for more. A ghostwriter shares
what she learned while writing about the famous sleuth—and shows how you can use
these techniques to make any story or book
better, from narrative nonfiction to genre novels.
Chris Eboch is the author of over 50 books for
children, including nonfiction and fiction, early
reader through teen. Her novels for ages nine
and up include The Eyes of Pharaoh, a mystery
in ancient Egypt; The Well of Sacrifice, a Mayan adventure; The Genie’s Gift, a middle eastern fantasy; and the Haunted series, about kids
who travel with a ghost hunter TV show, which
starts with The Ghost on the Stairs. Her writing
craft books include You Can Write for Children:
How to Write Great Stories, Articles, and Books
for Kids and Teenagers, and Advanced Plotting.
Chris also writes for adults under the name Kris
Bock. Kris Bock writes action-packed romantic
suspense involving outdoor adventures amidst
Southwestern landscapes. Fans of Mary Stewart and Barbara Michaels will want to check out
Kris Bock’s romantic adventures. “Counterfeits
is the kind of romantic suspense novel I have
enjoyed since I first read Mary Stewart’s
Moonspinners.” 5 Stars – Roberta at Sensuous
Reviews
blog.
Read
excerpts
at
www.krisbock.com or visit her Amazon page.
Learn more at https://chriseboch.com/ or her
Amazon page, or check out her writing tips at
her Write Like a Pro! blog.

Ambiguous Welcome
By Mary Therese Padberg

The vast auditorium seemed like a ridiculous place to
have a meeting for six new students, but I sat down quietly
and waited for the department chair to arrive. I was surrounded by five of my future classmates, all men, only one
of whom was familiar since we were in the same orientation
group. It had been an overwhelming 24 hours since I had
flown cross-country to my new school.
Finally, Dr. Grady entered and walked to the podium below the stage, level with the first row. I hadn’t met Dr.
Grady yet, but I had spoken to him over the summer when
he offered me a small department scholarship for my first
year. I was anxious to thank him in person.
After some brief introductions of what the department
expected from its math majors he began to take roll. One by
one the men around me raised their hands.
“Todd… Enrique… Nathaniel… James… Benjamin.”
He scanned the near empty auditorium, avoiding my eye.
After an awkward pause he finally asked, “Is there anyone I
didn’t call?”
Seriously? I thought. I’m the only girl here so obviously
you didn’t call my name.
I raised my hand.
“And you are?”
“Mary Therese Padberg.”
He looked at me in shock.
“You don’t go to school here.”
“What do you mean?” I said. Five faces focused on me
making the room feel suddenly crowded.
“How did you get here? Where are you staying?”
I didn’t know how to respond and felt nervous under his
interrogatory glare.
“I’m staying in McKay Hall.”
Dr. Grady balked at my response. His voice grew angry as
he said, “How did you get into the dorms?”
“Um, I went to housing and got a key.”
“Housing gave you a key? Come with me.” Without giving any more of an explanation he dismissed the others and
swept me outside.
The salty air swept around me as I followed. I wanted to
admire the beautiful palm trees and ocean view surrounding
me, but my thoughts were racing. I tried to ask what was
wrong, but Dr. Grady was stubbornly avoiding conversation. I wanted to go back to orientation. This was my first
opportunity to make friends and I was missing it.
The campus was still foreign to me, but our destination
was near. We arrived at the admissions building and Dr.
Grady entered the first open door.
“Dr. Grady. How can I help you?”

Ushering me inside Dr. Grady finally explained, “This
young lady is not in our records as attending school here
but apparently is staying in McKay Hall.”
A few more words were exchanged as I stood rooted to
the spot. I wasn’t listed as a student? How could that be?
I had accepted and registered for orientation months ago.
“I’ll take care of it.”
Dr. Grady left and the man had me sit as he made several phone calls. I couldn’t follow much of the conversations, but at last I heard him triumphantly announce “I
see” for the last time and hang up the phone.
“Well, Mary,” he said. I hated the name Mary. “I‘ve
discovered what has happened. Apparently there was an
issue with your acceptance reply and it arrived late. As a
result, it was sent straight to housing so they could get
you placed in the correct orientation weekend and dorm.
However, they failed to send the information over to admissions once they were done.”
“Okay, so is everything fixed now?”
“Well, not quite. Since we were never informed of your
decision to attend we released your financial aid to other
students. I can make some calls, but it may not be possible to retrieve your aid package.”
He delivered the news calmly, as if he was commenting
on the never-changing weather patterns of southern California. I sat there numb, afraid if I tried to respond nothing would come out.
I was miles away from home at a $45,000-a-year institution, a short drive up from Santa Monica with the Hollywood sign visible from the bluff outside, and I was being told my financial aid package was gone. I started doing mental calculations of my bank account: $10 in
checking and a little over $200 in savings. I couldn’t even
afford a flight home!
The man was still talking.
“Why don’t you go back to orientation. Try to make
friends while I see if there is anything we can do. I’ll
have someone come get you when I know more.”
I nodded and left. I found everyone in that same auditorium, now filled with hundreds of students, watching a
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skit being performed by our O-leaders. Everyone was
laughing and I was on the verge of a breakdown. I
couldn’t go in.
I wandered the campus looking for a pay phone to
call my mom, but when she picked up I broke into
tears. Eventually I hung up. Everyone was pouring out
of the auditorium and I couldn’t avoid my orientation
group forever. There was nowhere else to go.
I barely registered the rest of the activities. My efforts were spent trying to stay composed in front of the
group. After several draining hours someone finally
came to drag me back to admissions.
I was informed that they had called several donors
with an emergency plea and as a result my full aid
package was restored. While I had lost my opportunity
to enjoy orientation and make new friends, I was able
to continue as a student at Loyola Marymount University. After my first year of having a patch-work quilt
of donors holding my aid together I was adopted by a
single donor who generously paid for the rest of my
education.
The four years went by rather uneventfully compared to my beginning, but I didn’t realize how soon
the cycle would repeat itself. Senior year, when applying to graduate school, my University of Iowa acceptance letter was lost in the mail in an ironic twist of
déjà vu.

.

Want to Write a Memoir?
SWW hosts a memoir writing group which meets at
the Domingo Baca community center on Carmel (just
north of Paseo del Norte and West of Wyoming) on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. This is a
SWW program and it is free of charge to anyone who
wants to attend. For more information contact
Gabriella Savarese

savaresegabriella@gmail.com

*****
Mary Therese Padberg is a professor of mathematics at CNM.
Currently she has two fantasy
stories in the works. She hopes
to finish a novel in the near future and gain the coveted title
of published author.

SWW is on YouTube!


Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting
you wanted to attend?



Do you ever wish you could go back and listen to
your favorite speaker again?



Are you a devoted member who just can’t make it to
Albuquerque twice a month?

Place Your Ad Here

If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy
to hear that we record our meetings and put them on
YouTube for you to enjoy—for free!

Advertise your writing-related
products and services.

Go online to the YouTube homepage
(www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the search
box at the top and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll
get a page with search results, some of which will be recordings of past meetings, and one of which will be the
channel itself. The channel will have the SWW pen logo.

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40 - 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months
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Click on that, and you’ll get to the SouthWest Writers
YouTube homepage!

A book review by Rose Marie Kern

The Soulful Child
Twelve Years in the Wilderness
Written by Chloe Gallaway
For those of us whose lives are
tied to towns and cities, entering the memoir of Chloe
Gallaway’s woodland upbringing is more foreign than science fiction. The Soulful Child is gifted with an ethereal vision and poetic breath of expression.
One of six children, Chloe begins with her father
taking them to hunt raspberries in the woods and encountering a bear. Though she is frightened her father
says, “Animals are only afraid when we are afraid…
Don’t run. Be calm. Stand up tall, and state your intentions to the animal.”
The narrative travels back through time to the lives
her parents led in different upscale metropolitan environments during the countercultural movement of the
1960’s. Their individual paths crossed in San Francisco, where they took hands and began their journey together. Learning life skills and a love of the land while
residing in a commune in Northern New Mexico gave
them the courage to venture outwards to create their
homestead and raise a family.
Having spent most of her childhood in remote
mountains, Chloe’s introduction to civilization is amusing as she and her siblings learn new terminology and
experience their first trip to a McDonald’s drive thru on
their way to meet their grandmother in Texas.
The Gallaways fill the lives of their children with
animals, music, and the practical knowledge of how to
live off the land. Homeschooling allows flexibility in
learning while instilling a love of literature and the diversity of cultures in New Mexico enhances the family’s spiritual journey.
The Soulful Child exposes her parents, her family,
her loves and her feelings in a way that is both brutally
honest and lovingly uplifting. The contrast serves to
build and mold a unique woman who faces life’s challenges with equanimity and confidence.

Are You Taking Full Advantage of your
SWW Membership?
Each year SWW members pay an $80 membership
fee, and most of us take advantage of the dynamic networking and great speakers we have at the SWW
meetings, workshops and conferences. Yet many
members do not take advantage of the other great services they are entitled to no matter what your genre.
Website Author Pages
How often do you go online to the website? On the
front page there are snippets of information about the
classes, workshops and meeting which link to a page
with extensive information on the presenters and their
topics.
If you look at the menu bar you will see a tab labeled
AUTHOR PAGES. Here is a member advantage that
is radically underused. Out of over 350 members only
56 have created a page.
Wake Up Folks! Here is your opportunity to have you
own page on a website that gets THOUSANDS of hits
a month. If you click on the Author Pages tab and
then on the Author Page Submission Form you will
get an interactive online form where you can put your
information in front of the public.
Writing Challenges
SWW is a pathway to publication. In addition to the
successful and informative speakers your dues pay for
during the meetings, we offer you the opportunity to
show your talents to the world through the SWW Sage
writing challenges. We will work with you to hone
your work in an atmosphere of positive encouragement - just send it in!
Website Announcements
Are you being published? Having a book signing?
Doing anything special related to writing? Send a
short announcement and/or a photo to us for including
on the website.
Book Cover on SWW Website
If you send a .jpg of your latest book cover we will
add it to the slider on the home page of the SWW
website. Only one per author at a time. The site can
take 20 book covers. The newest ones are seen first in
rotation and the oldest drop out over time .
Don't miss these amazing member benefits. These are a

few of the many advantages your dues entitle you to so fire up the keyboard and participate!
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For more information go to the SWW website conferences page.
Registration begins March 15 on the SWW website.
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Letter to the Editor
Hi Rose,
Enjoyed the last issue of the "Sage," & thought the "wallpaper"
was a nice touch. However, one thing bothered me. The penultimate line of the first column on p6 included a word with
which I am unfamiliar, "pelvices." Even WORD does not like it.
The singular of pelvices would have to be "pelvice." Now this is
an odd spelling, & even a bit salacious, blasting into the mind
the pelvis as a vice.
Vice, here, not in the sense of something bad, but in the sense
of gripping, or grasping. Intriguing as that may be, especially
for writers of erotica, I don't think that's what you intended.
You were, no doubt, attempting to suggest numerous such
pelvic bones. Now, if you wanted to get technical, an innominate is made up of three elements, the os ischium, os ilium &
os pubis. Together, these three make up an innominate, a pair
of which (with the sacrum), constitute the pelvis.
To signify more than one, to be anatomically correct, you
would pluralize "pelvis" as "pelves" (which was the way I
spelled it), but assuming most readers are not versed in correct anatomical terms, you could add an "es" to make the ugly,
but better understood by the lay reader, "pelvises."
Or, perhaps I am lurching too far into pedantism. Maybe I
should instead award you a gold star for concocting a brand
new word, "pelvices."
Stan
Greetings Stan,
I cannot take credit for pelvices. I left the word as you wrote
it – pelves, but my reviewers informed me that there is no
such word or it was a misprint and suggested it be replaced as
it was. We all stand corrected, please accept our apology.

Rose
(P.S. Editing a newsletter for a bunch of WRITERS is
TOUGH!)

SouthWest Writers
Volunteer Opportunity!
Do you Tweet? Or Facebook?
SWW needs a social media coordinator to work with
Kimberly Rose. This fun task brings SWW into the public eye and allows members an avenue for intercommunication. Improve your own e-marketing skills, be innovative in your support of your fellow authors.
Kim Rose is the one behind the cameras at the SWW
meetings - go up and introduce yourself - she’d love to
mentor you in the basics of using social media!

2 hour Workshop Prices:
Saturdays after the meetings
$20 SWW Members
$25 Osher Members w/Card
$30 Non-Members

Workshop and Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours,
participant receives no refund for the class. For multi-session
classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our
instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.

SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

 Query letters
 Synopses
 Articles
 Essays
 Nonfiction books
 Book proposals
 Short Stories

 Mainstream/literary fiction
 Genre fiction
 Children’s
 Middle-grade
 Young Adult
 Screenplays/stageplays
 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.
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Registration Now Open for the 2018
New Mexico Writers Dinner

Welcome to 2018
Battle of the Books Competition
on April 28, 2018 at
Los Lunas High School Cafeteria
Los Lunas is sponsoring a reading contest
called The New Mexico Battle of the Books.
The Battle is a reading competition for students in grades 4-8. Children read and meet
with their peers throughout the year, then enter
a quiz-style battle in which they are asked
about books that they have read from the
year’s designated Battle of the Books reading
list. Teams are sponsored by schools, public
libraries or other organizations, and compete in
either the Elementary or Middle School Division.
They are inviting New Mexico authors to bring
their books to sell during the morning of April
28, 2018. This is particlarly a good event for
those who write books in the young readers
and young adult genres.

Volunteers have completed work on a new and improved registration site for the 2018 New Mexico Writers
dinner to be held on April 25th at La Fonda. Anne Hillerman will be the keynote speaker at the second Annual
New Mexico Writers Dinner. Hillerman’s fourth novel, Cave of Bones, will be released on April 3. Hillerman
will speak about her experiences carrying on the mystery
series launched by her father, Tony Hillerman, and the
more elevated role she gives to Tribal Police Officer Bernadette Manuelito.
The New Mexico Writers Annual Dinner is dedicated to
nurturing new authors throughout New Mexico, a state
steeped in vibrant literary traditions. Its mission is to encourage voices that reflect the true diversity of our state.
Funds collected at the dinner go to a new scholarship
fund designed to support aspiring New Mexico authors in
all their literary endeavors. Recipients may use the grants
to support their work as needed, including tuition for a
writing-related program or mentorship, travel, research
costs, special equipment, or time to work on a project
without a day job. The first scholarships will be awarded
in 2018.

ALL AUTHORS ARE INVITED TO PROMOTE,
SELL or AUTOGRAPH BOOKS DURING THE
COMPETITION. Contact Teresa Martinez (below)
for an application.
Please plan to set up at 8:00 a.m. and tear down
is at 1:00 p.m. Set-up is free and there is NO application fee. One table is available to each author. Fact: Every author last spring sold book(s).

http://nmlibraries.org/
battleofthebooks
Contact: Teresa Martinez,

tmartinez@llschools.net
One book donation is requested from each
author and will be a silent auction item or giveaway during the competition.
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Upcoming Programs
Thursday, March 15: “How to Qualify as a Business
(according to IRS rules).” Workshop with Therese Francis. As an accountant and a publisher, Ms. Francis is
conversant with and up-to-date on the IRS rules pertaining to small businesses, especially as they relate to authors and publishers. $30 for NMBA members ($35 for
not-yet-members); includes an informative booklet.
Tuesday, April 17: “Book Reviews: Why they’re important, how to get them, and how to write them.” Workshop with Art Tucker and Mari Angulo of Artotems Co.,
a marketing, publicity, design, and consulting firm specializing in services to authors and publishers. $20 for
NMBA members ($25 for non-members).

The Storyteller’s
Anthology
is available to order in paperback on Amazon. A great addition to any library, it exemplifies the diversity of talent we bring to the literary world. Please consider leaving a positive comment on the Review page with a 5-star rating to enhance salability of this excellent example of outstanding authorship by members of SouthWest Writers!

Annual Membership in
SouthWest Writers
Individual: $80 as of Jan 1, 2018
Student: $25
Requires proof of student status
Outside U.S.: $75,
Lifetime Membership: $750
Download the Sage from
www.southwestwriters.com
SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates

Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page
requests every month.
Business card size: $20
1/4 page, vertical: $40
1/3 page, horizontal: $50
1/2 page horizontal $75
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of
the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text in an
email or in a Word document with Times New Roman
or Calibri font in 12pt. size. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.
Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.

Santa Fe Science Writing Workshop
Applications are being taken for the 23rd annual
Santa Fe Science Writing Workshop, which runs
from Monday evening, May 7, 2018 through Saturday morning, May 12, at the Inn of the Governors in
downtown Santa Fe, New Mexico.
The workshop was founded and is directed by
• Sandra Blakeslee, longtime science writer for the New
York Times and co-author of Sleights of Mind, The
Body Has a Mind of its Own and other books, and
• George Johnson, two time winner of the AAAS Science Journalism Award and author of The Ten Most
Beautiful Experiments, The Cancer Chronicles, and
other books
We will be joined by three guest instructors:
• Henry Fountain, climate reporter for the New York
Times and author of The Great Quake
• Cornelia Dean, former Science Editor ofThe New
York Times and author of Making Sense of Science,
Against the Tide, and other books


Robert Lee Hotz, Pulitzer-prize-winning science
journalist for The Wall Street Journal

http://sciwrite.org/
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“The Best of the Sage” Anthology
Will You Take a Chance to be Included?
Have you noticed that many of our membership’s contributions to the Sage are excellent?

Well, we have!
Next Fall the board is considering publishing another
anthology - this time it will contain articles and stories
published in the Sage and written by SWW members.
You have three ways of possibly being included:
 Write an article for the Sage related to the craft of
writing, getting published, etc...
 Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the
monthly writing challenges announced in each
Sage.
 Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own - 800
words or less - on any topic. (inclusion in the
Sage is subject to the discretion of the editor)
 Artwork/photographs related to writing in general
or accompanying your stories.

Are you ready to be published?
April Sage Writing Challenge
Poetry - of course!
The poem can be sent as either a word document or as
text in an email. Don’t’ use any fancy fonts, Times
New Roman , Courier, or Arial will be fine. 12pt type.
Pictures are allowed. Please send a headshot and short
bio with each submission. (The SWW Sage editor will
fancy them up)
Send your masterpiece to Rose Kern :
swwsage@swcp.com by March 20th for inclusion in
the April Sage. The editor has the final say as to
whether the piece will be included.

In September of 2018 the editor of the Sage will submit
stories and articles received over the past three years to
a Board appointed committee who will review the pieces
without names attached for inclusion in the “Best of the
SouthWest Sage Anthology”.
The plan is for the Anthology to be in print and available by November of 2018.

Student Scholarships
SouthWest Writers is offering one-year scholarship memberships in our organization to high
school and full time college students. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or
college. If you know someone with the interest and
desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to
apply yourself, contact the SWW office at
swwriters@juno.com.
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Don Morgan announces the success of his most recent
book to the membership as Loretta Hall and Rob Speigel
look on.

Can you see
the four leaf
clover? Picture
taken in Rose’s
backyard.

Help Support SouthWest Writers
SWW receives a commission on
books ordered via this link to
Amazon.

SouthWest Writers
Monthly Meetings

are held at
New Life Presbyterian Church
5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
For more information, call the SWW office at
505-830-6034.
To register for classes and workshops: sign
up at SWW meetings or register online at
www.southwestwriters.com

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit, tax-exempt
501(c)(3) organization.

2018 Board of Directors
Pres: Sarah H. Baker, sbaker46@comcast.net
VP: Rob Spiegel, robspiegel@comcast.net
Treasurer: Kent Langsteiner, klangsteiner@yahoo.com

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
the month from 10am to noon, and on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm. There are
nearly 350 members, all of whom are encouraged
to come together in celebration of the art of writing. At each meeting, many members announce
their recent successes and have an opportunity to
network with other writers. Most meetings feature prominent speakers who bring their expertise
in the arts of writing, publication, editing, and
many other topics of interest to those in the profession.
Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an additional workshop session is held to provide members with training in a variety of areas.

Secretary: Kimberly Rose, kimberjanerose@gmail.com
Sage Editor: Rose Marie Kern swwsage@swcp.com
Donald DeNoon, abqpoet@gmail.com
Dollie Williams, msdollie1215@aol.com
Larry Greenley, swwriters@juno.com
Jim Tritten, jimtritten@comcast.net
Joanne Bodin, jsbodin@msn.com
Sam Moorman, eva1245@juno.com
Su-Ellen Lierz, slierz@comcast.net

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034
e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author,
sending them to the Sage implies the Sage has permission to print. Facts, views and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of the
SouthWest Writers organization. SWW does not
necessarily endorse the advertisers.

Do You Have a Published Book?
The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book covers across the Home page. If
you’d like us to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to swwsage@swcp.com. No
more than one book cover per author. Can be updated as your next book comes out.
Send a small picture file .jpg no more than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit larger
than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to edit to fit.
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