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Sci-Fi/Fantasy Conference
The Science Fiction/Fantasy Writer’s Conference is
heating up! See Page 11 for the conference agenda and
a look at the fabulous presenters.

We’d Like Your Help!

What questions should be asked at the Great Publishing Debate? The debate is between established traditional publishers and self-publishing authors along with a
compamy that caters to self-publishers.
HERE IS YOUR CHANCE to ask questions of publishers and have them answered. Please send your suggestions to the Sage Editor at:
swwsage@swcp.com

Don’t Write Sci-Fi or Fantasy?
NO PROBLEM!
The Conference will open with a rousing debate about
whether it is better to self- publish or submit your work
to an established publisher. The heads of the publishing
houses taking part in the debate will be available for
pitch sessions later in the day.
There are two tracts to the conference - one is genre
specific and one is a general writing tract with great
presentations by nationally recognized authors!

Don’t Want to Spend ALL Day there?
NO PROBLEM!
Attendees can opt for either a full-day conference or for
one of the half-day options.

Want to Meet the Publishers and Speakers outside the classrooms?
NO PROBLEM!
Just register for the Pre-Conference Reception taking
place the night before. Only conference attendees and
one guest will be allowed to attend the dinner.
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The President’s Corner

by Sarah H. Baker

"Write what you know."
We've all heard that, but I think it is often misinterpreted. I don't believe it means
you can only write exactly what you've actually experienced. If that were the case,
there would be no fantasy or science-fiction tales. And all mystery writers would be
criminals by definition. I think, instead, it refers to understanding how we make our
make-believe worlds real for our readers.
One thing we all share is emotion. All of us have been delighted, sad, angry, jealous, or filled with joy at some time in our lives. We must find a way to relate to what our characters are going through. We're creative; we can imagine how they feel. Tap into your own experiences to make the
readers feel that way, too. They'll love you for it!
Of course, if you're writing about a place you've never been, please do your research. (A view from downtown New Orleans of rolling hills is going to make me laugh, and I won't read past it.) Fortunately, the Net
makes this much easier than it has ever been. But don't take all your information from one source. Reach
out to others in the place you're writing about and ask them what makes their setting unique. What does it
smell like? What's the weather like in your book's timeframe? What do they think about when they walk
down the street your character is on?
In some ways, it's easier to be convincing when you're creating a setting from scratch for a fantasy, but
that's where experiences are really important. The reader needs ways to relate to your creation. If your world
has a coastline, is it rocky like parts of the Pacific coast in the US? Or more flat and sandy like the Gulf of
Mexico? Is your landscape full of vegetation like piñons and juniper, or giant Sequoias and fern?
How
does the air taste and feel? Are there insects like mosquitoes? Put in the details.
I do believe the more we experience, the more details we have to draw on. Remember to pay attention to
everything when you travel, and make notes. We don't have to limit ourselves to what we've done to use the
details from our lives.
I'm very excited about sitting on the west coast of Ireland, keeping track of all I see, feel, smell, hear, and
taste. Without a doubt, those details will end up in my next book, one way or another.

SouthWest Writers Meetings
Visitor/Guest Policy
SWW encourages new people to come and look over our award winning writers’
association. Since it is our membership dues that pay for the outstanding speakers, however, we
request that visitors or guests limit their attendance to no more than three meetings, after which he
hope they will join the organization.
Visitors are requested to sign in with name, email and/or phone number and wear a name tag.
They will be invited to stand, introduce themselves and tell what kind of writing they do so that other writers in that genre can network with them during breaks in the meeting.
The “Successes and Announcements” made at our meetings are limited to SWW members.
As always, we encourage visitors to join SWW – a bargain at only $80 per year.
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1875, Silver City, New Mexico Territory

It didn’t matter that the deputy
sheriff tried to sexually assault her.
Wilma killed a lawman.
Now on the run, she needed a disguise.
Dressing in her brother’s old clothes,
Wilma changed her name to William
(Billy for short) and took the last name
of her step-dad in New York.
Billy Bonney rode into the history
books, a gunslinger with twenty-two
notches on a colt forty-one, a legend,
even during her short life.

Billy Bonney aka The Kid
is her story.
Paperback Available on Amazon

Welcome New SWW Members!
These folks joined during the first quarter of 2018.
Geoff Habiger

Marcia Petta

Leslie Weinstein

Heather O'Shea

Jeannette Moore

Nancy Gettings

Sue Hallgarth

Harule Stokes

Sterling Sherwood

Marsha Lichtenstein

Julie Catagnus

Cornelia Gamlem

Sterling Chisholm

Mary Kay Stein

Theodore Sahlstrom

Melissa McCurley

Laura Atkins

Place Your Ad Here
Advertise your writing-related
products and services.

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40 - 1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months

SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates

Worldwide Internet Circulation
The SWW website receives thousands of page
requests every month.
Business card size: $20
1/4 page, vertical: $40
1/3 page, horizontal: $50
1/2 page horizontal $75
15% discount for 3 mos.
20% discount for 6 mos.
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.
Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format.
SouthWestWriters.com * 3
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SUMMER NIGHTS
Wind rifling the pockets
Of aged cottonwoods.
Birds gliding transparent arcs
Across shifting skirts of sky.

Os

The ears of the currants quake
As their stems flex
With the poise of diplomats.

The O of one
Inside alone

There are still those still nights
When the crescent moon winks magical
As a neon poster of the only show in town.

The O of out
In a pitcher’s pout

In the unbeatable dark I hear
The cry of the lone train like the yowl
Of a dinosaur before the shower of comets.

The O of ore
In cold caverns’ core

By the spirited willow I sing and celebrate
The cool splinters of broken branches,
The porous stirrings of decaying earth,
The cricket’s shadowed trills.
I want to draw you close these nights
And tell you everything.
---Linda Yen



Linda Yen has poems in forthcoming issues of the “Walls” and
“Survival” Poets Speak anthologies, edited by John Roche,
(Beatlick Press and Jules’ Poetry
Playhouse publications)

SWW is on YouTube!

The O of ought
Confined in thought

The O of oats
For free ranging goats

The O of oils
Despoiling the soil
The O of old
In tales untold
The O in a host
Of wandering ghosts
The O of zero
When all
Is null
By Linda Yen

Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting you wanted to attend?
Do you ever wish you could go back and listen to your favorite speaker again?
Are you a devoted member who just can’t make it to Albuquerque twice a month?

If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy to hear that we record our meetings and put them on YouTube
for you to enjoy—for free! Go online to the YouTube homepage (www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the
search box at the top and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll get a page with search results, some of which will be
recordings of past meetings, and one of which will be the channel itself. The channel will have the SWW pen logo.
Click on that, and you’ll get to the SouthWest Writers YouTube homepage!
SouthWestWriters.com * 5

UPCOMING CLASSES
Writing for Magazines:
Bagging Your First Magazine
Assignment
Presented By Melody Groves
Saturday, April 21, 2018 9amnoon and Saturday, April 28, 2018 9am-noon

Speakers for Upcoming Meetings
Saturday, April 7 10am-noon
 Benjamin Radford
 A Personal Path to Publication
Tuesday, April 17 7pm-9pm
 Joanne Bodin & Jeanne Shannon
 The Passion of Poetry
Saturday, May 5 10am-noon
 Matthew Yde
 Albuquerque Journal Theater Critic

Websites
For Authors!
Presented by Loretta Hall
3 two-hour sessions
Saturday afternoons, 2:00-4:00
June 9, 16, 23 (2018)

More information about classes and speakers is
available on the SWW Website Classes page.

Are You Taking Full Advantage of your
SWW Membership?
SWW sponsors four types of ongoing educational
experiences:
1.

Every meeting has prominent SPEAKERS who offer our
members new insights into the art of writing at no charge.

2.

WORKSHOPS are one-time events which take place after
the Saturday meetings. These offer more extensive
presentations and/or hands on experiences.

3.

CLASSES take place at the SWW office and are in-depth
information useful for authors who are serious about getting published.

4.

CONFERENCES are held twice a year and bring in big
name writers, artists, screenwriters, and sometimes publishers or agents.
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Tuesday, May 15 7pm-9pm
 John Cousins
 Enter the Matrix : How to maximize income from your writing through
planned content production workflow
Saturday,June 2 10am-noon
 James McGrath Morris


"What I learned about writing from the novelists
Ernest Hemingway and John Dos Passos.”

Tuesday, June 19 7pm-9pm
 Michael Backus
 Topic TBD
Saturday, October 6th 10am-Noon
 Gerald Hausman
 Zen and the Art of Writing
More information about upcoming speakers for
SWW Meetings is available on the SWW website:

www.southwestwriters.com

Birds on a Wire
lined up like black clothespins
they sit sentinel-like
waiting….
while great storm clouds form in the West
and diagonal lines of black punctuate the horizon
but the crows seem uninterested, knowing what they must
do
how many times have they been on wires
lined up above city lights
watching…
while people scurry home before the storm
before the winds siren through
open cracks in windows and howl wails of impending doom
the wire sways in the gale but the crows hold fast until
one black figure spreads its wings to signal the others

Joanne Bodin will be comoderating Poetry Night during
the April SWW Tuesday meeting. She is an award winning
author, poet and retired educator.

black dots of disarray lift from the
wire, take flight on a gust of wind,
scatter then congeal as if in
magical formation…
then triangulate toward the East
wind on their back, easing their journey
into calm…
--- Joanne Bodin
(first published in The Rag, 2013, issue #175)

.

Poetry has continued to be one of
the driving forces in Joanne’s
life. Her book of poems, Piggybacked, was written as a tribute
to her late grandfather, Samuel
Bodin, also a poet. His poetry,
written in Russian and Yiddish,
was translated into English, and
some of his love poems are included in Piggybacked. She
teaches writing and poetry workshops through SouthWest Writers and other venues, and does
private consulting.

See her

website at
www.joannebodin.com.
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The Star on The Hunter's Shoulder
Last night we gazed at Orion.
An astronomer told us
that Betelgeuse may burst
into a supernova
tonight
next week
a thousand years from now.
Or that already
it may have done so.
And who can tell
when the light
will reach us?
Jeanne Shannon
November 1, 2015

"The Star on the Hunter's Shoulder," was published recently in The World Engaged, an anthology from Wood Thrush Books in Vermont .

Jeanne Shannon is an
award winning poet.
She will be copresenter for Poetry
night at the Tuesday
SWW meeting on April

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage
Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writing, and publishing any genre. See past issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of
the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text in an
email or in a Word document with Times New Roman
or Calibri font in 12pt. size. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.
Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, SouthWest Sage Editor, swwsage@swcp.com.
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Upcoming Workshops
These workshops take place after the
regular Saturday meetings from
12:30pm to 2:30pm.

NEXT WORKSHOP
(Just in Time for several upcoming pitch
opportunities!)
Saturday, April 7th - after the meeting

Pitch Your Novel Effectively!

Saturday May 5th

With

Writing Historical
Fiction that Sells!
with Sandra Toro
Saturday June 2, 2018

Where’s the Funny
Part?

Kirt Hickman
Learn to write:





Elevator Pitches
Book Descriptions
Query Letters
Synopses

Members: $20, Non-Members $30

More information about the workshops and speakers
is available on the SWW Website Workshops page.
All workshops cost $20 for SWW members, $25 for
OSHER members and $30 for non-members.

Kirt Hickman, author of the award-winning science-fiction thrillers Worlds Asunder and Venus
Rain was a technical writer for fourteen years before branching into fiction. His methodical approach to self-editing has helped many make sense
of the mass of advice available to the novice writer.
He teaches self-editing classes through SouthWest
Writers. He has been a mentor in the SWW mentoring program, has spoken at numerous conferences, and has contributed a monthly column titled
“Revising Fiction” to the SouthWest Sage. He has
also written Mercury Sun, the fantasy novel Fabler’s Legend and two children’s books. His writer’s guide, Revising Fiction—Making Sense of the
Madness won a New Mexico Book award for Best
How-To and was a finalist in the international Ben
Franklin Awards.

Want to Write a Memoir?

Workshop and Class Refund Policy

with Steve Brewer
Saturday, October 6th, 2018

Spontaneous Writing
With Gerald Haussman

SWW hosts a memoir writing group which meets at
the Domingo Baca community center on Carmel (just
north of Paseo del Norte and West of Wyoming) on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. This is a
SWW program and it is free of charge to anyone who
wants to attend. For more information contact
Gabriella Savarese

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours,
participant receives no refund for the class. For multi-session
classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our
instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are
part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.

savaresegabriella@gmail.com
SouthWestWriters.com * 9

Her Revenge

An Unsolicited Suggestion
By Paige Terner

My cat
slips into view
as I type a poem.
Her head nudges my cheek
snuggles up to my arm
presses my hand.

You’re a writer, right? Otherwise you would not be
reading this. But not every writer is an author. A distinction without a difference? Indeed not. Authors are
people who not only write, but get published. When
did you ever hear the speaker at a book signing introduced as “the writer?” Nope, the illustrious one is
invariably introduced to the waiting crowd as “the
author.”

Frustrated by no response
she steps on the keyboard
with all four paws
walks across
turns around
passes through, tickling
my nose with her fluffy long tail.

So to become an author, one has to be published.
Many of us spend hours every week staring at a
screen, a typewriter keyboard or a dauntingly blank
piece of paper hoping that some magic will cause
words to appear there. But it is not magic; it is inspiration that flows out of our heads and through our
fingers to create a little story. Or a big one.

An indecipherable new poem
on the screen.
By Yoko Nagamune

From whence cometh that inspiration? One of the
joys of being a writer is in sampling the flow of
events around you, little behavioral quirks, atypical or
colorful language, the unexpected incident. These rich
little vignettes can make you laugh or cry, and can
sometimes reveal fascinating snippets of the teeming
world that swirls around you. Capture them and put
them to work for you. Incorporate these little bits and
pieces into the characters you create, the scenes you
build, the realities you construct.
Here’s an idea: reach out and grab one of those little
slices of life as it floats by, write it up, fiddle with it,
search for exactly the perfect word, the perfect phrase,
polish it and send it to Sage Editor, Rose Marie Kern
(swwsage@swcp.com). She’d probably like something around 800 words or so. This is an easy, painless opportunity to fatten your CV. Then the next time
you make a pitch, you can say, “I’m a published author!”
Reach out and grab that brass ring.

Lorena Hughes speaking for the SWW meeting in March.
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WRITING HISTORY AS A POEM
by
Gayle Lauradunn
Research is the key to writing anything pertaining
to history. I have always enjoyed doing research but
did it for nonfiction writings until I stumbled upon
an article, written in the 1700s, in an archival library.
The author referred to Eunice Williams and opined
about reasons she refused to return from Canada to
her Puritan home in western Massachusetts. Interesting, but not what I was working on. Several months
later and many additional references to Eunice, I became intrigued and turned to learning about her.
Twelve years later I had amassed piles of articles
and books written over nearly 300 years (the latest
book published in 1995) trying to sort out Eunice’s
motives for choosing to stay with the First Nations
Mohawk tribe in Caughnawaga, Canada to which she
had been taken at the age of eight. In doing research
for any topic, we have to look at the source of what
we read including who the author is. Finally, it occurred to me that all the authors were men. And, they
all came up with variations on the theme of ‘her father disappointed her,’ ‘her father abandoned her’,
etc.
Not a single author spoke in Eunice’s voice or attempted to be in her head. I decided that was my story. But, since I am primarily a poet, the story would
have to be in poetry. I did not have a clue how to do
that. After many trials, I knew that Eunice had to
speak. But how did she speak? So I went back to research.
Eunice was born in 1696 which meant she was
thoroughly steeped in Puritanism. I read many
books, both old and new, about the Puritan way of

life and was appalled to learn how women and girls
were treated. Through research, it became clear to me
why not only Eunice but a number of her young
friends, mostly girls but also some boys, chose to
stay with the Natives. I began to write in seven yearold Eunice’s voice, her age at the time of the abduction, and her voice grew as she grew.
There is a period of about 25 years when little factual information is written about her, only speculation. I had to find a way to keep the story unfolding
yet be faithful to the historical period. The next step
was to learn about the lifestyle and customs of the
people at Caughnawaga. As Eunice matured, she
took on the role of a Caughnawaga woman and the
responsibility of helping to choose the clan chief and
instructing him in his duties. She also married a Mohawk man from Akwasasne in northern New York.
The research informed me about marriage, childbirth,
and women’s duties. It also informed me, indirectly,
that Eunice was strong-minded and did as she
pleased in many ways.
The time period covered much of the French and
Indian War and I included bits of pertinent information about how that affected Eunice’s life. Now I
am writing my first historical novel and have learned
that the road I traveled with Eunice, a real historical
person, is the same kind of research I travel through
to place my fictional characters in their proper historical context.
Eunice did receive Honorable Mention for the May
Sarton Poetry Prize, so I guess the poetry worked
well enough with the historical research.
All the Wild and Holy: A Life of Eunice Williams
1696-1785 (available from FootHills Publishing or
the author)

Gayle Lauradunn served on the committees that
selected Albuquerque’s first two Poet Laureates. Her
poems have been widely published in journals and
anthologies. Reaching for Air was named Finalist by
the Texas Institute of Letters
for Best First Book of Poetry. Her second book All the
Wild and Holy: A Life of
Eunice Williams, 1696-1785
received Honorable Mention
for the May Sarton Poetry
Prize. A pocket chapbook
Duncan Canal, Alaska is
available from Grandma Moses Press in Las Cruces.
SouthWestWriters.com * 11

*****

Ask

Dear Chaucer,

Chaucer!

I noticed that the website has a section for author interviews. What is the selection criteria for
which members are included?
Just Wondering

Dear Chaucer,
Is it easier to write too much and then edit back, or
write too little and have to expand?
Signed Wordy-or-Not
Dear Wordy,
There is no one way to write, so I can only share my
experience.
Personally, I go through both adding and subtracting. Once I have the heart of the story written, I look
for areas that need more information, such as setting
description, emotional content, transitions, or dialogue. Once those pieces are layered in, I go
through the whole manuscript looking for where I
can cut back. This gives me the opportunity to tighten my writing and make it more engaging. I've
found that if I try to add to my work just to increase
word count, what gets added often feels like "fluff."
However--again--there is no one correct way to
write. The key is to try different approaches and
look at the outcome with a critical eye.

Chaucer

Dear Wondering,
Our interviewer, Kathy Wagoner, looks for members who have had a book published in the last
year or two and have a website to link to, or have
a SWW author page which can be linked to in the
interview introduction. She also interviews those
who have several articles or poems published in
magazines or anthologies.
If you fit the criteria send an email to the editor at
swwsage@swcp.com and we will add you to the
list. Two interviews are done per month.

Chaucer

Do you have questions about writing or about SWW
you’d like to ask Chaucer? Send them to swwsage@swcp.com with the subject line: ASK CHAUCER
before the 20th of the month for the next month’s
Sage.

SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:

 Query letters
 Synopses
 Articles
 Essays
 Nonfiction books
 Book proposals
 Short Stories

 Mainstream/literary fiction
 Genre fiction
 Children’s
 Middle-grade
 Young Adult
 Screenplays/stageplays
 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
manuscript pages
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.
12 * SOUTHWEST SAGE * April 2018

For more information go to the SWW website conferences page.
Early Registration discounts on the SWW website.
SouthWestWriters.com * 13

The Science Fiction/Fantasy Writer’s Conference
This unique conference is a fabulous opportunity for writers whose
minds exist in other worlds to create publishable books!

BUT WAIT!

AND THERE’S MORE!

Not into Sci-Fi/Fantasy?

You can meet and mingle with the publishers and
speakers at a reception buffet/dinner the evening before the event, Friday June 8th at the Nativo Lodge.

Want to examine publishing options?
There are two tracks of presentations going on – one
is for Sci-Fi/Fantasy and the other is a pathway to
publication regardless of genre. The conference begins with an opportunity for all attendees to attend a
debate highlighting the pros and cons of traditional
publishing versus self publishing.
The directors of three publishing companies will give
their views of why traditional publishing is the best
route for authors while two self-published authors
and the vice-president of an Indie publishing house
will offer opinions to the contrary!
Track #1 – Science Fiction/Fantasy

 Creating Fantasy Races Indigenous to Unique Settings
 Turn Your Role Playing Game into a Publishable Book
 Writing Sci-Fi Fast Enough to Stay Ahead of Reality
 Getting your Sci-Fi/Fantasy book into the Movies!
Track #2 – The Business of Writing
 Copyrights and Contracts for Writers
 Steps to Self-Publishing
 Breaking Your Story
 Aesthetics of a Fabulous Book Cover

Pitch Sessions or Self-Publishing?
After the debate attendees can sign up for a 5
minute pitch to the publishers, or attend a session on the steps to self-publishing.

You Have Options
SouthWest Writers is dedicated to helping authors
succeed, so the cost of the conference is kept low. Persons wishing to attend can sign up for the full experience, or they can choose to only attend a portion of
the event.
Full Day Conference
Access to all presentations and an optional Pitch session: $100 for SouthWest Writer members, $120 for
Non-Members
Half Day afternoons
Choice of either the Sci/Fan or Business Tracks
$50 for SWW members, $60 for non-members.
Half Day Morning event
Publishing Debate plus either the Self-publishing session or an opportunity to Pitch. $50 for SWW members. $60 for non-members
*NOTE: Pitch session opportunities are limited. Full
Day conference attendees are given first priority.
Those attending the Half Day morning event will have
second priority and will be assigned in the order the
registrations are received.
Registrations received before May 15th are 10%
off!
For more information or to register go to
Www.southwestwriters.com/conferences
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Sci-Fi/Fantasy Writer’s Conference
Registration Form
You may also register on the SouthWest Writers.com website
NAME_____________________________________

Email__________________________________________________

Address______________________________________City/State/Zip__________________________________________________
Phone________________________________________________________

Registering for: (Check One)
___All Day Conference $100 Members, $120 Non-Members $70 Students*
Access to all Sci-fi/Fantasy, Business of Writing, and Publishing Presentations, and panel on Traditional Publishing versus Self-Publishing options, opportunity to participate in the Book Pitching session with Publishers.
____Half Day - Limited Conference $50.00 members, $60.00 non-members, $35.00 Student *
Circle 1 half day option below (A B or C)
A Science Fiction/Fantasy writing topics only. Half Day - Afternoon
B The Business of Writing and Publishing Presentations only. Half-day afternoons.
C Panel on Traditional Publishing versus Self Publishing and opportunity to participate in the Book Pitching Session. Half day morning only.
A Pre-Conference Buffet Dinner Reception is being held for Conference Presenters, Publishers and Participants. This will take
place the evening of Friday, June 8th in the Sabina Room at the Nativo Lodge. Cost is $39.00
______check here if you will attend the pre-conference dinner/reception
5 -minute Pitch Times will be assigned. Participants must be there at least 5 minutes early - if they miss their slot they may request a later one, but
are not guaranteed to receive one if all slots are filled. Only the All Day or the Half day Option C are eligible for Pitch sessions. Pitch Session
Participants will receive an email two weeks prior to the event with the time of their pitch session and instructions from the Publishers as to what they want you to bring. The Publishers participating are listed on the SWW website - we do not guarantee which publisher you will be assigned to.

____Check here if you are requesting a 5 minute book pitch slot. Slots will be given out in the order the registrations
are received. There are 50 slots available at this time but more possible later.
10% Discount on FULL DAY conference fees if Registered by May 15, 2018
(discount does not include dinner/reception or Half Day Options)
$_________Registration Fee
$_________Pre-Conference Buffet Dinner Reception
$_________Total
Payment Options: Online at www.southwestwriters.com or
Send a check with this registration form to:
SouthWest Writers, 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 Albuquerque, NM 87110
SWW Main Office 505-830-6034 Monday-Thursday 10am-Noon

SouthWestWriters.com * 15

Schedule is not yet complete. Updates will be posted to the SWW Website as they are received.

Nativo Lodge
The Sci-fi/Fantasy Conference will take place at the Nativo Lodge located at 6000 Pan American Freeway NE, Albuquerque, NM (Just off I-25 at San Mateo)
The Sci-Fi/Fantasy Conference room Rate is $69.00 (before tax) for an Artist or Mountain
king or Artist or Mountain double room at single or double occupancy.
To make reservations: Call 1-866-505-7829 or front desk 505-798-4300 and ask for
the "SWW 2018" rate. Guests can also make a reservation on www.NativoLodge.com by
entering the date of arrival and SWW 2018 in the group code field (it is not case sensitive).

SWW Members Book Table
Would you like to have your book for sale during the conference? The fee is $10 per book title and authors
should provide up to 10 copies of each title. More information will be available in the May Sage.
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The Curse of the Y Chromosome
By Dusty Rhodes
For generations—millennia—humankind has
sought escape from the recurrent problem of warfare.
It is possible that none of the remedies thus far suggested have hit upon the central problem: the main
reason for strife, unpleasantness, the inability to “just
get along.” The central problem, say some observers,
is the existence of the Y chromosome.
The 23 pairs of human chromosomes divide up
our DNA, each containing the sequence of four bases
that code for the proteins that constitute our genes.
Twenty-two pairs of those chromosomes are perfectly
matched, each “gene” finding its counterpart on the
complimentary strand of DNA.
The twenty-third pair are, however, a little different, for they are the chromosomes that determine the
sex of an individual. Each normal female human carries two X chromosomes in the number 23 slot, while
normal males carry one X and one Y, the latter determining the male sex. Just as the letter Y might be
thought of an “incomplete X,” the Y chromosome of
males is shorter than the X of females; this nonhomologous portion is a segment that is not matched
by the genetic material contained on the X chromosome.
The genome of males thus contains less genetic
material than females. According to some flaunters of
the homozygous X condition, this may account for a
number of phenomena reported by said flaunters. We
must, however, recognize that there is a biological
chasm between the sexes that cannot be bridged by
Homo sapiens. In anthropological terms, then, no one
on earth is capable of unbiased observation. Any observer is, necessarily, a participant-observer, and is
thus subject to biases (both recognized and unrecognized) arising from the genetic code that prevails on
that side of the sexual abyss.
That being said, some examples might illustrate
what is sometimes perceived as a genetic deficiency
in males. Indeed, lack of this genetic material is held
by some to be the root cause of all of the strife in the
world. It may be the case, they say, that to eliminate
the Y chromosome would end wars. But there are also
less threatening manifestations of this “shortcoming.”
For example, the male ability to derive pleasure
from the most elaborate epicurean of repasts, such as
wolfing down hot dogs and cold beans over the sink.

This is judged as insulting by the double X-crowd,
rather than being seen as consummating a simple
need to fill ones’ stomach.
A plaintive voice issues from a figure peering
into an open refrigerator, “Hon, where’s the -----?”
Deprived of critical genetic material by virtue of his
short Y chromosome, the double-Xers aver, the
male cannot see beyond what is on the front of the
shelf.
Such limited perception might also be offered as
an explanation for the inability of males—even
those with corrective lenses—to perceive crumbs on
the counter, dirt on the floor, bits of clothing strewn
about, that the wash basin is caked with residue and
the inside of the toilet has begun to resemble the
Black Hole of Calcutta.
Indeed, a general lack of attentiveness is sometimes ascribed to these “genetically deficient” individuals. Such things as not noticing the wife has a
new hairstyle or color, or is blissfully unaware that
his wife/companion/significant other/roomie/FWB
is upset with him. In some circles, this blissful unawareness, if even recognized by males, can be seen
as an advantage, bestowing upon them some insulation against psychic self-immolation denied to those
on the opposite side of the sexual ravine.
Males are thus genetically programmed to slide
easily over minor obstacles—and even to fail to recognize some of them as obstacles—assuring, thereby, a serene existence for himself and his fellows,
albeit to the consternation of those not so genetically
endowed.
In contemplating this unbridgeable gap, one
might be inclined to ask, “Is there no remedy for this
dilemma?” An extreme Y-ophobe might fall back on
a logical extension of the Shakespearean solution,
“First, we kill all the lawyers.” Now substitute
“males” for “lawyers.”
Some may contend this is an extreme step, but
think of the advantages: at a stroke, by nearly halving the number of people it would solve the world’s
population problem. It would eliminate all arguments about contraception and abortion, and would,
in about a century, leave the world free of humancaused climate change, human-caused garbage—and
humans. Unless, by some Jurassic Park quirk, human females devise some way to conceive without
masculine assistance.
However, elimination of males is an extreme
step, and one not advocated here. We might wish to
begin more simply, perhaps by adopting Shakespeare’s advice about lawyers—a societal blessing
which would have the additional advantage of taking out most of the members of Congress.
SouthWestWriters.com * 17

Welcome to 2018
Battle of the Books Competition
on April 28, 2018 at
Los Lunas High School Cafeteria
Los Lunas is sponsoring a reading contest
called The New Mexico Battle of the Books.
The Battle is a reading competition for students in grades 4-8. Children read and meet
with their peers throughout the year, then enter
a quiz-style battle in which they are asked
about books that they have read from the
year’s designated Battle of the Books reading
list. Teams are sponsored by schools, public
libraries or other organizations, and compete in
either the Elementary or Middle School Division.
They are inviting New Mexico authors to bring
their books to sell during the morning of April
28, 2018. This is particlarly a good event for
those who write books in the young readers
and young adult genres.
ALL AUTHORS ARE INVITED TO PROMOTE,
SELL or AUTOGRAPH BOOKS DURING THE
COMPETITION. Contact Teresa Martinez (below)
for an application.
Please plan to set up at 8:00 a.m. and tear down
is at 1:00 p.m. Set-up is free and there is NO application fee. One table is available to each author. Fact: Every author last spring sold book(s).

http://nmlibraries.org/
battleofthebooks
Contact: Teresa Martinez,

tmartinez@llschools.net
One book donation is requested from each
author and will be a silent auction item or giveaway during the competition.
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Kathy Wagoner and Dollie Williams greet guests and members
before the Saturday meeting in March.

2 hour Workshop Prices:
Saturdays after the meetings
$20 SWW Members
$25 Osher Members w/Card
$30 Non-Members

Don’t Even Leave Home!
The Nonfiction Author’s Association is holding a virtual Writers Conference, May 2-4, 2018. This is a event
features 15 speakers over three days, all conducted
by teleseminar, no travel required!
For more information:

http://NonfictionWritersConference.com

Upcoming Programs
Tuesday, April 17: “Book Reviews: Why they’re important, how to get them, and how to write them.” Workshop with Art Tucker and Mari Angulo of Artotems Co.,
a marketing, publicity, design, and consulting firm specializing in services to authors and publishers. $20 for
NMBA members ($25 for non-members).
Location and Reservations: All programs take place at
6 PM at the Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Santa
Fe, 107 W. Barcelona Road (off Galisteo Street), Santa
Fe. Lots of free parking! Reservations are highly recommended. Secure your place now by email:
admin@nmbook.org

The Storyteller’s
Anthology
is available to order in paperback on Amazon. A great addition to any library, it exemplifies the diversity of talent we bring to the literary world. Please consider leaving a positive comment on the Review page with a 5-star rating to enhance salability of this excellent example of outstanding authorship by members of SouthWest Writers!

Annual Membership in
SouthWest Writers
Individual: $80 as of Jan 1, 2018
Student: $25
Requires proof of student status
Outside U.S.: $75,
Lifetime Membership: $750
Download the Sage from
www.southwestwriters.com
Write to the Finish 2018
An online Course for Writers Working on a Book Project Led by award-winning writers Tania Casselle &
Sean Murphy, National Endowment for the Arts Fellow
in Creative Writing 2018. Starts May - taking registrations now.
A 9-month, online course by email & phone so you can
take part wherever you are, personally guided by two
professional and widely-published authors.
Nobody can write your book for you, but you don't have
to be alone in the process. Write to the Finish supports
you through the challenge of writing a book with craft,
community, focus and feedback. Includes a full manuscript critique, online seminar days, craft lessons and
writing exercises, and coaching calls with two experienced authors and writing coaches who know all the
tricks of the trade and the issues that challenge writers. (Support on marketing too if you're at that stage.)
Open to fiction and nonfiction or memoir writers,
whether starting your book idea from scratch or finishing a work in progress – or perhaps it's not progressing
fast enough or the writer is stuck!
Think you're too busy? This course is for busy people!
We aim to give you maximum support in the minimum
time so you can live your life AND meet your dream of
writing a book. This small group course only runs once
a year - now in our 12th successful year of helping people write their books. Info and testimonials by previous
participants at Tania's website:
www.WriteToTheFinish.com and at Sean's website:
http://www.murphyzen.com/events.htm. Or email
MurphyCasselleWriteNow@gmail.com for the full
course outline, dates, fees and all details.

Santa Fe Science Writing Workshop
Applications are being taken for the 23rd annual
Santa Fe Science Writing Workshop, which runs
from Monday evening, May 7, 2018 through Saturday morning, May 12, at the Inn of the Governors in
downtown Santa Fe, New Mexico.
The workshop was founded and is directed by
• Sandra Blakeslee, longtime science writer for the New
York Times and co-author of Sleights of Mind, The
Body Has a Mind of its Own and other books, and
• George Johnson, two time winner of the AAAS Science Journalism Award and author of The Ten Most
Beautiful Experiments, The Cancer Chronicles, and
other books
We will be joined by three guest instructors:
• Henry Fountain, climate reporter for the New York
Times and author of The Great Quake
• Cornelia Dean, former Science Editor ofThe New
York Times and author of Making Sense of Science,
Against the Tide, and other books
Robert Lee Hotz, Pulitzer-prize-winning science journalist for The Wall Street Journal

http://sciwrite.org/
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“The Best of the Sage” Anthology
Will You Take a Chance to be Included?
Have you noticed that many of our membership’s contributions to the Sage are excellent?

Well, we have!
Next Fall the board is considering publishing another
anthology - this time it will contain articles and stories
published in the Sage and written by SWW members.
You have three ways of possibly being included:
 Write an article for the Sage related to the craft of
writing, getting published, etc...
 Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the
monthly writing challenges announced in each
Sage.
 Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own - 800
words or less - on any topic. (inclusion in the
Sage is subject to the discretion of the editor)
 Artwork/photographs related to writing in general
or accompanying your stories.
In September of 2018 the editor of the Sage will submit
stories and articles received over the past three years to
a Board appointed committee who will review the pieces without names attached for inclusion in the “Best of
the SouthWest Sage Anthology”.
The plan is for the Anthology to be in print and available by November of 2018.

Are you ready to be published?
May Sage Writing Challenge
May is for Mystery! In your best Ellery Queen style
send us a mystery in 1000 words or less.
Send your masterpiece to Rose Kern :
swwsage@swcp.com by April 20th for inclusion in the
May Sage. The editor has the final say as to whether
the piece will be included.

SouthWest Writers
Volunteer Opportunity!
Do you Tweet? Or Facebook?

Student Scholarships
SouthWest Writers is offering one-year scholarship memberships in our organization to high
school and full time college students. To be eligible, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or
college. If you know someone with the interest and
desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to
apply yourself, contact the SWW office at
swwriters@juno.com.
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SWW needs a social media coordinator to work with
Kimberly Rose. This fun task brings SWW into the public eye and allows members an avenue for intercommunication. Improve your own e-marketing skills, be innovative in your support of your fellow authors.
Kim Rose is the one behind the cameras at the SWW
meetings - go up and introduce yourself - she’d love to
mentor you in the basics of using social media!
Help Support SouthWest Writers
SWW receives a commission on
books ordered via this link to
Amazon.

SouthWest Writers
Monthly Meetings

are held at
New Life Presbyterian Church
5540 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
For more information, call the SWW office at
505-830-6034.
To register for classes and workshops: sign up
at SWW meetings or register online at
www.southwestwriters.com

2018 SouthWest Writers Board of Directors
President Sarah H. Baker,
Vice President Rob Spiegel,
Treasurer Kent Langsteiner
Secretary Kimberly Rose
Sage Editor Rose Marie Kern

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
the month from 10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7 to 9pm. There are nearly
350 members, all of whom are encouraged to come
together in celebration of the art of writing. At each
meeting, many members announce their recent successes and have an opportunity to network with
other writers. Most meetings feature prominent
speakers who bring their expertise in the arts of
writing, publication, editing, and many other topics
of interest to those in the profession.
Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an additional workshop session is held to provide members
with training in a variety of areas.

Facility Coordinator Sam Moorman
Publicity Su-Ellen Lierz
SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone: (505) 830-6034
e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com

Donald DeNoon
Dollie Williams
Jim Tritten
Joanne Bodin
Office Manager, Larry Greenley
Contact board members through the
SWW Office email at swwriters@juno.com

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author,
sending them to the Sage implies the Sage has permission to print. Facts, views and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of the
SouthWest Writers organization. SWW does not
necessarily endorse the advertisers.

Do You Have a Published Book?
The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book covers across the Homepage. If
you’d like us to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to swwsage@swcp.com. No
more than one book cover per author. Can be updated as your next book comes out.
Send a small picture file .jpg no more than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit larger
than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to edit to fit.
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