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Do your dreams range  

beyond the Stars?   

Can you see the gnomes working 

alongside you in the garden?   

Are you prepared for a Zombie 

Apocalypse? 

Then bring your pen, pad or laptop to 

the SWW Science Fiction/Fantasy   

WRITERS CONFERENCE! 
 

Saturday JUNE 9 
Details Inside!  

The Sci-Fi/Fantasy Issue 

SWW members are invited to submit articles and information to  

the Sage and to the SWW website.  Acceptance and printing is at  

the discretion of the editor.   Contact Rose Kern at  

swwsage@swcp.com with proposals for new articles.  
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The President’s Corner                                                                     by Sarah H. Baker 

Help Support SouthWest Writers 
SWW receives a commission on 
books ordered via the SWW web-
site’s link to Amazon.  

 

It's great to be home, but I absolutely loved my five weeks in Ireland.  I want to share something 

that occurred to me while I was there.  It's all about R-E-S-P-E-C-T.  (Those of a certain age will 

be hearing Aretha Franklin's voice right now.) 

One thing that really stood out to me is something I've seen in other countries, too, but I feel is 

lacking a bit here.  It's the way society respects their writers, artists, and musicians, and under-

stands their value.  I had the honor of visiting several groups of writers, spoke at a library, and at-

tended a poetry reading and a storytelling session.  All of the libraries and book stores were packed, art work was dis-

played and discussed everywhere, and musicians appeared at nearly every pub at some point.  

Why the difference?  I think it has to do with understanding the importance of emotional impact.  Writers, artists, and 

musicians are the ones who help us feel those lessons in history that we don't want to repeat.  We often emphasize 

memorizing dates instead of feeling what everyday life was like in the past.  I know the Battle of Hastings was fought 

in 1066, but what did that English or Norman soldier feel when standing on the battlefield facing death?  Why were 

they willing to risk their lives?  Centuries later when so many Irish men and women were stepping onto the ships that 

would carry them away from loved ones to a country they knew little about, what was in their hearts?  What did they 

feel when they were treated poorly by so many in their new homeland? 

The other thing writers and artists do is present pictures of possible futures for all to understand. What kind of impact 

might our actions have on our children?  How will those children live and what will they feel?  

One of my goals is to help our society respect our own writers, artists, and musicians.  We are the hope for the future.  

And that respect has to grow out of groups like ours, showing respect for each other no matter what we write. 

And speaking of pictures of possible futures, are you planning to attend SWW's science fiction and fantasy confer-

ence?  It will be fantastic!  Even if you don't write sci-fi or fantasy, there's much to learn.  Check out the details in this 

newsletter.  I hope to see many of you there! 

SWW is on YouTube!  

 
 

 Have you ever missed a SouthWest Writers meeting you 

wanted to attend?  

 Do you ever wish you could go back and listen to your 

favorite speaker again?  

 Are you a devoted member who just can’t  make it to   

Albuquerque twice a month?    
 

If you’ve said yes to any of the above, you’ll be happy to hear that 

we record many of our meetings and put them on YouTube for you 

to enjoy—for free!   Go online to the YouTube homepage   

(www.youtube.com). Once you’re there, go to the search box at the 

top and type in “SouthWest Writers.” You’ll get a page with search 

results, some of which will be recordings of past meetings, and one 

of which will be the channel itself. 

The channel will have the SWW pen 

logo.   Click on that, and you’ll get to 

the  

SouthWest Writers YouTube 

homepage! 
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Friday, June 8th  6:30pm 

Meet the Presenters Dinner Buffet/Reception 

Nativo Lodge Atrium Balcony 
 

SWW members and conference attendees are invited to a pre-conference meet n’ greet style reception 

the evening before the conference.  Mix and mingle with the Publishers, Authors and Presenters for the 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Conference in the unique and exotic Nativo Lodge .   Here is your chance to connect with 

these amazing people!     

Cost of the reception is $39/person—payable either online in advance or at the door.  The buffet will 

feature: 

Buffet Menu 

 Pecan Crusted Breast of Chicken with Cognac Cream Sauce 

 Mediterranean Pasta (Vegetarian) 

 Strawberry Pistachio Salad 

 Roasted Green Chile Chicken Chowder soup 

 Sweet Potato Hash 
 Butter Roasted Long Beans 

 Dark Chocolate Mousse & Strawberries 
 Cinnamon Roasted Apples with Pecan crumble and Vanilla Yogurt 

 Water/ Iced Tea/Starbucks Coffee and Tazo Tea Selections 

 
(Alcoholic beverages are not included in the dinner, but can be purchased separately from the 
bar on the main floor) 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Writer’s Conference Sponsors 
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This Lively Discussion opens the SWW  

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Writer’s Conference June 9th at the Nativo Lodge! 

Are you asking yourself “Should I follow the path of traditional publishing where I submit my manu-

script to an editor or agent...or should I try to self-publish my book?”  This is a dilemma facing many 

authors today. 

At this conference there are two tracks of presentations going on  – one is for Sci-Fi/Fantasy and the 

other focuses on the craft of writing regardless of genre.  The conference begins with an opportunity 

for all to attend a debate highlighting the pros and cons of traditional publishing versus self-

publishing. 

The directors of three publishing companies will give their views of why traditional publishing is the 

best route for authors while two self-published authors and the vice-president of an Indie publishing 

house will offer opinions to the contrary!   After the debate the traditional publishers will take pitches 

from the attendees, and the representative from the Indie publishing group will give a presentation on 

what steps need to be taken to self-publish.  

THE GREAT PUBLISHING DEBATE PANEL  
  

The Great Publishing Debate! 

The Traditional Publishing Team    

(L to R) 

 

Marty Gerber  - Terre Nova Books 

Kurt Mueller  -   Speaking Volumes   

Geoff Habiger  - Artemisia Publishing 

The Self-Publishing Team  

(L to R)  

Robin Cutler  - Director of Ingram Spark 

Eric Michael Craig  - Author of  

Prometheus Rising 
 

Zachry Wheeler  - Author of Transient 

Read more about this dynamic group on the website!  Www.southwestwriters.com/conferences 
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Full Day Conference  

Access to all presentations and an optional Pitch session:    

$100 for SouthWest Writer members,   $120 for Non-Members   - 

*NOTE:  Pitch session opportunities are limited.  Full Day conference attendees are given first priority.  Those 

attending the Half Day morning event will have second priority  and will be assigned in the order the registra-

tions are received.  

 

Half Day afternoons begin at 11:30am 
Choice of attending  either the Sci-Fi/Fantasy or  the Craft of Writing Tracks  - no book pitch option 

   $50 for SWW members,  $60 for non-members.  

 

Half Day Morning event 
Publishing Debate plus either the Self-publishing session or an opportunity to Pitch.   8am to 12:30pm 

$50 for SWW members.  $60 for non-members 

 
 

Student registration fee is $35 with current Student ID.    Sponsored Registrations are 

Available—contact Rose Kern  swwsage@swcp.com 
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Sci-Fi/Fantasy Speakers and Topics (more info is on the SWW Website!) 

Jeffe Kennedy 

Worldbuilding:  

Political Systems in Conflict 

Jeffe Kennedy has created complex and detail en-

riched worlds primarily in the realm of fantasy 
and paranormal romance.  She is an award-
winning author whose works include novels, non-
fiction, poetry, and short fiction. She has been a 
Ucross Foundation Fellow, received the Wyo-
ming Arts Council Fellowship for Poetry, and was 
awarded a Frank Nelson Doubleday Memorial 
Award. 

Jeffe can be found online at her web-

site: JeffeKennedy.com, every Sunday at the 

popular SFF Seven blog, on Facebook, 
on Goodreads and pretty much constantly on 
Twitter @jeffekennedy. She is represented by 
Sarah Younger of Nancy Yost Literary Agency. 

Writing Science Fiction Fast 
Enough to Stay Ahead of Real-
ity 

by Eric Michael Craig 

According to Moore’s Law, technology doubles eve-
ry two years. Does that mean we have to write twice 
as fast now as we used to, just to stay ahead of the 
curve?  Let’s talk about some tasty ideas for SF 
technologies that still leave you time to write, without 
leaving your keyboard a smoking pile of slag. 

Eric Michael Craig is a Hard Science Fiction writer 

living in the Manzano Mountains of New Mexico. He 

is the former Director of Research for a private con-

sulting laboratory in Phoenix, where 

he experimented with inertial propulsion and power 

generation technologies. He is a founding member 

of the SciFi Roundtable. 

http://ericmichaelcraig.com 

 How to Create Your Book from a Role Playing Game 

Presented by Kirt Hickman 

Creating a book, or book series, from a role-playing campaign offers unique opportunities and challenges to 

the fiction writer. It's a collaborative process. The author, the players, and the creator of the gaming system 

each contribute in some way to the final creative work, and each has intellectual property rights that must be 

respected. In this talk, Kirt Hickman will share his advice and experiences in this fun, dynamic, and often un-

predictable process, which will yield a story that could not have been created in any other way. 

Kirt Hickman, author of the award-winning science-fiction thrillers Worlds Asunder and Ve-

nus Rain, has been an avid gamer for decades and developed his fantasy series, The Age of 

Prophecy, from a role-playing campaign. Kirt was a technical writer for fourteen years before 

branching into fiction. His methodical approach to self-editing has helped many make sense of 

the mass of advice available to the novice writer. He has also written Mercury Sun, and the 

award-winning writers' guide, Revising Fiction: Making Sense of the Madness.  

http://www.jeffekennedy.com/
https://sffseven.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Author.Jeffe.Kennedy
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1014374.Jeffe_Kennedy
https://twitter.com/jeffekennedy
http://www.nyliterary.com/
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 Nativo Lodge 

 The Sci-fi/Fantasy Conference will take place at the Nativo Lodge located at 6000 Pan 

American Freeway NE, Albuquerque, NM    (Just off I-25 at San Mateo)  

The Sci-Fi/Fantasy Conference room Rate is $69.00 (before tax) for an Artist Room or 

Mountain king or Artist or Mountain double room at single or double occupancy. 

To make reservations: Call 1-866-505-7829 or front desk  505-798-4300 and ask for 

the "SWW 2018" rate.   Guests can also make a reservation 

on www.NativoLodge.com  by entering the date of arrival and SWW 2018 in the 

group code field (it is not case sensitive). 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Speakers and Topics (more info is on the SWW Website!) 

 

 

Five Secrets for Leaving 

Your  Audience  

SPELLbound! 
  

Presented by  

Shea Berkley 

Shea Berkley has a fondness for characters, 

real life ones and those she makes up in her head 

while she’s tending to a multitude of mundane 

tasks she’s forced to do in order to survive. Writing 

gives her purpose (okay it keeps her out of trou-

ble…mostly), and she can’t imagine herself doing 

anything else. She has several paranormal book 

series including The Keepers of Life, Dark Secrets 

and her YA series Once Upon a Time.  She enjoys 

painting, kickboxing, riding horses, reading and 

watching movies and her favorite TV shows. 

How I Learned to Reject Dragons, 

Fairies, Vampires, Zombies, and Were-

wolves for Fun But Little Profit! 

Presented by RJ Mirabal 

Many fantasies feature dragons, fairies, elves 
vampires, zombies and werewolves. Familiar char-
acter types are OK, but it’s time writers take read-
ers on unique journeys with new “races” as their 
guides. 

How does one go about creating races that fit into 
their unique setting? Join RJ as he takes you on 
that quest. Careful, routes off the grid might fea-
ture cheap hotels and plain food. But what a ride! 

RJ Mirabal has lived in the Mid-
dle Rio Grande Valley for most of 
his life. Recognized with awards 
for his teaching, he is now retired, 
pursues writing and music while 
volunteering with various organi-

zations. All three books of his New Mexico-based 
Rio Grande Parallax series were Finalists in the 
New Mexico/Arizona Book Awards in the Fantasy/
Science Fiction category. 

Website/Blog: https://rjmirabal.wordpress.com/ 

tel:1-888-628-4861
tel:866-505-7829
tel:505-798-4300
http://www.nativolodge.com/
https://rjmirabal.wordpress.com/
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The Craft of Writing Presenters and Topics 

Is This Actually a Story?  
 

by Melinda M. Snodgrass 
 
Melinda will show you how plotting the techniques she uses in Hollywood to write for 
television can improve your writing and help you meet deadlines 

Melinda M. Snodgrass is a recovered lawyer, a screenwriter and novelist with novels available from both 

Tor Books — The Edge of Reason, The Edge of Ruin and the Edge of Dawn, and Titan Books; The Impe-

rials series- The High Ground and In Evil Times. The Hidden World, the third book in the series, will be 

released on July 4th 2018, and she is working on the fourth book, The Currency of War. She also co-edits 

and writes for the Wild Cards book series with George R.R. Martin, and is the executive producer on the 

upcoming Wild Cards TV series. 

The Steps to Self Publishing 
Presented by Robin Cutler 
Director of IngramSpark 
 
 

The largest growth segment in the book industry to-
day is that of authors who are publishing their own 
work(s). Some authors are making this decision out 
of necessity but many are deliberately choosing this 
path because of the freedom and control that self-
publishing provides. But to do it successfully, one 
also has to become the business owner of their own 
work. In this session, you’ll gain insights about au-
thors who have successfully launched their own 
publishing businesses while learning pitfalls to avoid 
as a new self-published author. This session is 
sponsored by IngramSpark. 

Robin Cutler is committed to helping independent 

publishers easily get their content into the hands of 

readers around the globe. To help make this hap-

pen, Robin Cutler leads the development of In-

gramSpark and continues to support and refine the 

platform to better serve independent publishers 

around the world. 

www.ingramspark.com 

Copyrights & Contracts   

for Writers 
 

by Sherri Burr 
 

What writers need to know to pro-
tect their copyrights and negoti-
ate their contracts. Burr, the 
award-winning author of “Entertainment Law in a 
Nutshell” and “A Short & Happy Guide to Finan-
cial Well-being,” will explain the legal require-
ments of copyrights and how to register them. 
She will also review contract terms and negotia-
tion strategies. 

Sherri Burr is the Regents Professor of Law and 

Dickason Chair in Law Emerita at the University 

of New Mexico School of Law, where she joined 

the faculty in 1988 after having received degrees 

from Mount Holyoke College, Princeton Universi-

ty, and the Yale Law School. An internationally 

renowned lecturer, Burr has spoken at universi-

ties on five continents and published 26 books, 

She is the recipient of numerous awards for her 

books, speeches, and television show ARTS 

TALK, which she produced and hosted for 19 
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The Craft of Writing Presenters and Topics 

How to Score a Movie Adaptation! 

Presented by  

Zachry Wheeler 

 

Zachry Wheeler’s breakout 
novel Transient is currently in 
development with Voltage Pic-
tures (The Hurt Locker, Dallas 
Buyers Club) to become a fea-

ture film. This presentation will discuss the pro-
cess of movie adaptations and offer advice on 
how you can leverage your own brand to hook the 
attention of the movie industry. 

 Zachry  is a science fiction nov-

elist based in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. His breakout nov-

el Transient  is currently in devel-

opment to become a feature film. 

Additional works include the Max 

and the Multiverse series. Learn 

more at ZachryWheeler.com. 

Book Cover Aesthetics:  

The Good, The Bad,  

and the Fugly 

Presented by  

Fiona Jayde 

Explore book design principles from the perspec-
tive of readers to discern what can make or break 
a cover, what can make a good cover great or 
turn it fugly. Join award winning book cover art-

ist Fiona Jayde to explore the differences between 

pretty, shiny, and marketable cover designs. 

Fiona Jayde is a space pilot, a ninth degree 
black belt in three styles of martial arts, a comput-
er hacker, a mountain climber, a jazz singer, a 
weight lifter, a superspy with a talent for lan-
guages, and an evil genius. All in her own head. 

She was the Winner for Best Fantasy and Best 

Contemporary Romance covers (RONE Awards, 

2013). Four time nominee (Best Fantasy, Best 

Young Adult, Best Sci Fi and Best Paranormal 

cover) at RONE Awards, 2014. Finalist for Best 

Fantasy cover at Ariana Awards. Finalist for Best 

Paranormal cover at RomCon Under The Covers 

awards. Multi-time “cover of the month” winner at 

Cover Love.  http://fionajaydemedia.com 

You can win this lovely print by Fiona Jayde!  

Donated just for the SWW Sci-fi/Fantasy  

conference, it is the grand prize in the raffle 

taking place at 3pm on Saturday, June 9th. 

http://zachrywheeler.com/
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Registration Form 

You may also register on the SouthWest Writers.com website 

NAME_____________________________________    Email__________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________City/State/Zip__________________________________________________  

Phone________________________________________________________ 

 Registering for:  (Check One) 

___All Day Conference -  

$100 Members,  $120 Non-Members  $35 Students* 

Access to all Sci-fi/Fantasy, Business of Writing, and Publishing Presentations, and panel on Traditional Publishing ver-

sus Self-Publishing options, opportunity to participate in the Book Pitching session with Publishers. 

* * * * * 

____Half Day - Limited Conference -   

$50.00  members,  $60.00 non-members, $35.00 Students* 
 

Circle 1 half day option below (A B or C) 
 

A    Science Fiction/Fantasy writing topics only.    Half Day - Afternoon 

B    The Business of Writing and Publishing Presentations only.  Half-day afternoons. 

C    Panel on Traditional Publishing versus Self Publishing and opportunity to participate in the Book Pitching Session.   Half day - 

morning only.  

* * * * * 

A Pre-Conference Buffet Dinner Reception is being held for  Conference Presenter s, Publishers and Par ticipants.   This will 

take place the evening of Friday, June 8th in the Sabina Room at the Nativo Lodge.  Cost  is  $39.00 

______check here if you will attend the pre-conference dinner/reception 

5 -minute Pitch Times will be assigned. Participants must be there at least 5 minutes early - if they miss their slot they may request a later one, but 

are not guaranteed to receive one if all slots are filled.  Only the All Day or the Half day Option C are eligible for Pitch sessions.    Pitch Session 

Participants will receive an email two weeks prior to the event with the time of their pitch session and instructions from the Publish-

ers as to what they want you to bring.  The Publishers participating are listed on the SWW website - we do not guarantee to which 

publisher you will be assigned. 

____Check here if you are requesting a book pitch session. 

 

$_________Registration Fee         If fee is being sponsored please include  name of sponsor _____________________________ 

$_________Pre-Conference Buffet Dinner Reception    

$_________Total                  

 

Payment Options:   Online at www.southwestwr iter s.com or   

Send a check with this registration form to:  SouthWest Writers,  3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114   Albuquerque, NM 87110 

SWW Main Office     505-830-6034     Monday-Thursday 10am-Noon 
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You Can Win! 

2018 SWW Raffle 
 

Grand Prize—Original Artwork by 

book cover artist  Fiona Jayde 

 

 

Other Donated Prizes 
2—$20 Gift Certificates to Bookworks 

3 bundles of newly released books from Bookworks 

10—$10 Gift Certificates from Page One Books 

3—Marvel Action Figure Pens from Pen N’ Pad 

A Silver Nambe Bowl from Solar Ranch 

Book/Gift selections from Barnes & Noble 

Complementary Editing of one Short Story by Franchesca Stevens 

Content editing of one short-story (or partial manuscript) of up to 

5,000 words by Sarah Rowe 

And More! 
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There he was, a white dog, sitting in the exact middle of the 

road. Their eyes met, and she had no doubt.  He was lost.  

Someone was going to hit the little fella, but the last thing she 

needed was a dog.  

She sighed and swerved around him. He watched her with a 

chin held high despite his bewilderment, and it gave her pause. 

Noble mustaches beckoned her into a U-turn.  It was as if he 

had a summer cottage in Cornwall and had taken a wrong turn. 

Someone needed to hear his story 

Beating a tail on the sidewalk, he had moved so she could 

pull beside him and open the car door. He hopped into the back 

seat and took his place gazing through heavy brows.  She 

stroked his head and hummed whilst swirling her fingers 

around his muzzle. At his throat she changed cadence. When 

she was finished, he said, “I was lost.”  

“I know.” She smiled. Closing the door, she rounded the car 

and returned to the driver’s seat.  

 “I’m so glad you finally picked me up, because I was SO 

lost.” He placed his feet on the console and asked, “What’s 

your name?”  

With a left blinker, she merged into the driving lane. “I’m 

Judy, and who are you?”  

“Rufus.”  

“Nice to meet you, Rufus.” She glanced back expecting him 

to wag and smile like a regular dog. Rufus peered out the win-

dow as if she were his chauffer.  

“Where is your collar and why are you so dirty?” She asked. 

Rufus gave his leg a lick. “I thought I looked rather dapper.”  

“And the collar?”  

“I’m lost.”  

Judy scratched her chin. “How did that happen?” 

“I don’t know, but I can tell you how I got here.”  

“That will do.”  

Rufus sat back on his haunches. “This morning, when the 

dark was over, I was tucked in a ball, and my hair was crisp 

with frost.” His voice lilted. “That’s when I smelled sunshine.”  

“Oh, might you let me see?”  

The windshield filled with light. Millions of colors symbol-

ized a spectrum of aromas, an eager world painted by scents 

and promises.   

“I followed a trail where a cat had wandered by. Then there 

was a hedgehog slumbering in a hole. I didn’t stalk the 

skunk, but I did eat a beef jerky wrapper.”  

Judy tilted her head. “That will be a problem tomorrow.” 

“I missed breakfast.”  

“You don’t look like you’ve missed many meals.”  

“Isn’t that something to be happy about?” Rufus wasn’t 

insulted. 

The car hit a pothole. Rufus braced his paws and contin-

ued. “There were children giggling, and I found them.” 

Young voices bubbled through the car speakers. Eager 

girls vied to pet and preen while ornery boys teased.   

“One of them shared a piece of burrito.” He smacked his 

lips.  “It stung my mouth, so I found water in a crystal clear 

stream.” Vibrant colors splashed across the windshield. 

“Ducks were there, and they smelled like feathers and fear. I 

didn’t eat them. I didn’t evn chase them.” 

“You didn’t chase the ducks?” She asked. 

“No.” 

Judy was doubtful. “You didn’t chase birds?”  

Terrified quacking filled the car speakers.  

Rufus peered from lowered brows. “I may have startled 

them a little, but they left their eggs, so I ate them.” 

“That explains the egg yolk on your beard.”  

Rufus licked a circle around his mouth. “So where are we 

going?   

“I’m going to take you to a place where your owner can 

find you, and then you won’t be lost anymore.” Her voice 

wasn’t very convincing. “You never told me what happened 

to your collar.” 

“I remember when The Mom first put it on my neck. It was 

warm and jangled all the time.” An array of color filled the 

window. “The Daughters hugged and played with me.” Little

-girl-giggles trilled in the speaker. I stayed there, dark and 

light, cold and hot, even after The Mom had to trade it for a 

bigger collar. They fed me breakfast day after day. It was 

when the leaves were falling that The Mom smelt like worry 

and there wasn’t always enough kibble to fill my tummy.  On 

some nights the house was cold, and sometimes there were 

no lights in the window. That was when she put things in 

boxes and carried them away until there wasn’t anything but 

floors and walls.”  

Judy’s car turned and pulled into a parking lot. Fading sun-

       Scents and Promises                        by Lisa Durkin 
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UPCOMING CLASS 

Websites For Authors! 

Presented by Loretta Hall 

3 two-hour sessions  
 Saturday afternoons,  
2:00-4:00  pm 
June 9, 16, 23 (2018) 
 

More information about 

classes and speakers is 

available on the SWW 

Website Classes page.    

Editing Services      by Sarah Rowe 

Specializing in science fiction and fantasy books. Ser-

vices Developmental Editing A look at large-scale ele-

ments such as narrative structure, style, voice, pacing, 

characterization, organization structure, and information 

content. Includes one round of editing (1-2 pages of com-

ments) and up to half-an-hour discussion by phone. Books- 

50,000-80,000 words: $300 flat rate.          Short fiction or 

creative nonfiction- 10,000-49,000 words: $6/1000 words.     

Articles and short stories up to 10,000 words: $60 flat rate. 

Content Editing: Checking for issues on the paragraph 

and sentence level such as sentence structure, flow, voice, 

style, logic, dialogue, and transitions. Includes two rounds 

of editing (with time for you to make revisions in between) 

and up to an hour discussion by phone. Books- 50,000-

80,000 words: $500 flat rate.   Short fiction and creative 

nonfiction- 10,000-49,000 words: $10/1000 words. Arti-

cles and short stories up to 10,000 words: $100 flat rate. 

Fact Checking: Checking the validity of details in an in-

formative piece, from concepts to the spelling of names. 

Author must provide copies of or links to all references. 

Articles up to 10,000 words: $250. 

Proofreading On previously edited works only. A last 

pass to catch typos, consistency errors, and other small 

mistakes. Can also check for agreement with a style guide 

upon request. $8/1,000 words. 

Sarah_Rowe@outlook.com      (575) 425-1563     

light glinted off a white, windowless building. Chain-link 

pens full of huddled dogs lined the property.  

“Where are we?” Rufus cocked his head.  

“This is where your owner can find you.”  

“I’ve been sniffing for her scent and listening for The 

Daughters’ laughter on the wind. The girls haven’t hugged 

me since they left for the bus the morning I got lost. I waited 

on the itchy mat for The Mother to come out. She hadn’t giv-

en me breakfast. Her face was angry when the door opened.”  

A female voice grumbled through the speaker. “Get in the 

car Rufus.”  

“I watched the world whirl by through the window until 

she stopped by the river and let me out. Then she took off my 

collar and drove away without me. There were so many new 

aromas. It was fantastic to sniff and track. I got tired, so I 

patted down a soft spot and slept. That’s when I dreamt of 

you.” He climbed into her lap and curled with his nose nes-

tled against her tummy. “I’ve been looking for you ever 

since. It was hard, because I didn’t know your scent.”  

A field of colorful swirls filled the window. From deep 

inside her, Judy knew the spectrum represented her essence. 

This is what Rufus recognized when their eyes met on the 

street.  There are no coincidences when a dog plants himself 

in the middle of the road waiting for a particular person in a 

particular vehicle.  

Warmth spread and tingled up her spine. 

“You smell like you’ve been chasing squirrels for too 

long.” Rufus peered at her. “You need a nap.”  

It wasn’t until that instant that she realized how her life, 

filled with a frenzy of work and family, lacked respite. “That 

about sums it up.”  

Rufus yawned. “What happened to your collar?” He asked.  

“I was lost, but now you’ve found me.” She put the car in 

reverse, backed out of the parking lot and headed home with 

her new friend.  

 

Lisa Durkin is a high school 

science teacher with a masters 

degree in Earth and Environ-

mental Science. She contributes 

articles regularly to the quarterly 

publication of The Beacon by 

the Coalition of Excellence in 

Science Education. Her novel 

Out of Her Skin is ready for 

publication and waiting for a 

lucky agent.  
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Meeting Speaker on  

Tuesday, June 19  7pm-9pm 

Michael Backus 

Practical Tips To Improve Your 
Writing Gleaned from 15 
Years of Teaching Creative 
Writing 

Revision is where the art of a piece of writing is large-
ly created, it’s central to the process — for a lot of us, 
it IS the process — and over the 15 years I’ve taught 
creative writing, I’ve developed practical bits of advice 
helpful when revising your work. There are  mechani-
cal things you can do to improve your work. We’ll go 
through a few of these including examples with a 
handout so people can follow along. 

Michael Backus’ writing, fiction and non-fiction, 
has appeared in Okey Panky, One Story, Exquisite 

Corpse, Digging Through the Fat, Prime Number 

magazine, Hanging Loose, The Writer, The High 

Hat, The Portland Review, and The Sycamore Re-

view, among others. His novel The Vanishing 
Point will be published in regular book form in 2018 
by Cactus Moon Publications.  He taught film studies 
and creative writing at Marymount Manhattan College 
in New York City and currently teaches beginning and 
advanced fiction writing for Gotham Writer’s Work-
shop and Zoetrope Magazine. He can be fol-
lowed  @MikeJBackus  

 

NEXT MEETING 

 
Saturday,June 2   
10am-noon 
 
 
James McGrath Morris  
 
 
"What I learned about  
writing from the novelists Ernest Hemingway 
and John Dos Passos.” 
 
Santa Fe biographer James McGrath Morris will 
share 10 things he learned about writing while 
researching, writing, and publishing The Ambu-
lance Drivers: Hemingway, Dos Passos, and a 
Friendship Made and Lost in War, a dual biog-
raphy of the two iconic twentieth century authors. 

James McGrath Morris is the author of four bi-
ographies and several works of narrative history. 

His New York Times bestselling Eye on the Strug-
gle: Ethel Payne, The First Lady of the Black 
Press was awarded the Benjamin Hooks National 
Book Prize for the best work in civil rights history. 
His previous biography, Pulitzer: A Life in Politics, 
Print, and Power was selected by the Wall Street 
Journal as one of the five best books on Ameri-
can moguls and American Library Associa-
tion’s Booklist placed it on its list of the ten best 
biographies of the year. 

Speakers for  

Upcoming SWW Meetings 

 

July 7            Marcia Fine  
August 4       Jonathon Miller  
August 21     Loretta Hall 
Sept. 1          Jane Lindskold  
Oct. 6            Gerald Hausman  
Oct. 16          Rose Marie Kern 
Nov. 3           Laura Mixon   
Dec. 1           Betsy Moffett 
 

More information about upcoming speakers for 

SWW Meetings is available on the SWW website:   

www.southwestwriters.com 

     Write Drunk… 

Edit Sober 

https://electricliterature.com/what-exactly-does-she-think-happens-620be357cd08
https://diggingthroughthefat.com/2017/04/05/community-no-17/
https://twitter.com/MikeJBackus
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/meetings/#1
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2 hour Workshop Prices: 

Saturdays after the meetings 

$20 SWW Members 
$25 Osher Members w/Card 

$30 Non-Members  

Workshop & Class Refund Policy 

Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before 
class. From one week out to 24 hours before class, participant 
is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, partici-
pant receives no refund for the class. For multi-session clas-
ses, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our in-
structors based on how many students enroll, so you are part 
of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above. 

Upcoming Workshops  

These workshops take place after 
the regular Saturday meetings from 
12:30pm to 2:30pm.   

 

July 7th 

Can You Relate? 

With Judith Avila 

 

 

August 4th 

Bob Kidera 

 

September 1 

Melody Groves 

 

 

October 6th, 2018 

Spontaneous Writing  

 With Gerald Hausman  

 

 

November 3rd 

Rose Marie Kern 

 

 

 

December 1st   

Betsy Moffett 

 
More information about the workshops and 

speakers is available on the SWW Website 

Workshops page.  All workshops cost $20 for 

SWW members, $25 for OSHER members and 

$30 for non-members.  

 
Next Workshop 

 

Saturday June 2, 2018     

 

Steve Brewer 

WHERE’S THE 
FUNNY PART? 

You can inject humor into any kind of writing, if 

you do it deftly enough, and Steve Brewer will 

show you how at this workshop. Steve has used 
humor in all sorts of writing over his 40-year ca-
reer, including a decade of weekly “Home Front” 
columns for Scripps Howard News Service. He’ll 
talk about how to be funny on the page, and how 
to make the language do the comedic work for 
you. He’ll also bring exercises you can use to 
strengthen your funny bone. 

BIO: Steve Brewer writes books about crooks. 

His most recent crime thriller SIDE EYE was 
his 30th published book. His first novel, LONE-
LY STREET, was made into a 2009 Hollywood 
comedy. Steve spent 22 years in daily journal-
ism before bailing out in 1997 to write fiction 
and humor full-time. To keep from dying of cab-
in fever, he leaves the house a couple times a 
week to teach at the Honors College at UNM 
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This was Arielle’s first pregnancy and it had gone 

well.  She’d had an occasional bout of morning sickness 

in her first trimester, but other than that, she hadn’t had 

much pain or discomfort at all.  Now, well into her third 

trimester, she did feel like a beached whale, especially 

when she moved around, but that was a natural response 

to her size, her doctor told her.  It will pass.  Overall, her 

mood was good, elated even sometimes.  People told her 

she smiled all the time, and her face beamed with the eu-

phoria of pregnancy.  She was looking forward to the de-

livery and being able to cradle the little one in her arms. 

She did have a couple of discomforts, though, and 

both started around her seventh month.  One was a sharp 

pain that came and went in her right side just below her 

waist.  Sometimes the pain could be excruciating, almost 

doubling her over.   

Yet, at other times it seemed little more than a mild 

annoyance.  She explained all of this to her doctor, and he 

did an ultrasound, but nothing showed up and he admitted 

he didn’t have any idea what could be causing it, so he 

told her to ignore it.  Or at least to try to live with it.  And 

she tried—oh, yes she tried.  Day after day, consciously 

willing the pain away.  Many times, mercifully, it did 

subside to little more than a dull throb in her side and she 

could get on with her life.  But so often it remained, that 

sharp, penetrating pain that took her breath away and 

brought tears to her eyes, and she had to learn to live with 

it.  Constantly, in the back of her mind, it bothered her.  

This isn’t a normal part of pregnancy. 

The second problem she had to put up with came dur-

ing driving.  As a visiting nurse, her job required her to 

drive several hours a day.  In the rural area she served, 

driving was a required part of her job, and though she 

usually enjoyed motoring out to see her patients, as her 

pregnancy progressed, and especially with the pain in her 

side, the trips became more and more difficult.  The real 

problem was the seat belt, especially the belt that went 

across her tummy.   

She never had a problem with the chest belt; it went 

naturally across her chest and between her breasts and 

held her comfortably in the seat.  But the lap belt pressed 

deeply and painfully into her pregnant belly.  Every time 

she put it on, the pain in her side became worse.  She 

tried adjusting the belt—loosening the tension, moving it 

up or down—but she could never find a position that did-

n’t cause at least some discomfort.  It seemed bound and 

determined to press on her swollen tummy to the point 

that she was afraid the fetus within her would be injured.  

But every day as she strapped herself into her car to make 

her daily rounds she told herself, “I’ve got only a few 

weeks to go, and then I’ll be rid of this damned contrap-

tion.” 

During her eighth month, the pain in her side grew 

worse.  The seat belt exacerbated it, and when she left 

the car, it thankfully abated.  Most of her trips were 

short, a few miles or so, and the pain was tolerable.  But 

once a week, she had to make a long trip, and she’d be-

gun to dread it.  The trip took almost an hour out a nar-

row, winding, bumpy farm-to-market road, and the pain 

became almost excruciating.  But she had a patient out 

there, an elderly woman who required intravenous feed-

ings every day.  The woman lived in a ramshackle little 

mobile home at the end of the road, and Arielle had to 

deliver seven days worth of feedings every week.  She 

couldn’t strand her patient out there without her medi-

cine.  She had to go. 

When her ninth month arrived, Arielle still made the 

trip, once a week, every week.  The pain was still there 

and still intense.  Finally, her last trip before her sched-

uled due date arrived.  After she finished this delivery, 

someone else would take over all her duties, and she’d 

be free to concentrate on raising her newborn, though 

after eight weeks of maternity leave she’d have to return 

to work and begin making all her rounds again.  Even to 

the little old lady at the end of the road.   

As she neared the end of the trip with only a few kil-

ometers to go, she felt a sudden pressure on her side at 

the site of the pain—much more than usual.  The pres-

sure went away almost immediately, though the pain 

remained.  She looked down at her right side and her 

blouse rustled.  A small hand, pink and wrinkled, 

reached out and down.  It felt around for a few seconds 

and made contact with the button that released the seat 

belt.  It pushed down, hard.  The seat belt unlatched and 

flipped up, off her belly.  Then the little hand slipped 

back inside. 

Arielle felt a lot better after that. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Roger Floyd is a retired PhD medical researcher  who 

is now pursuing a career writing science fiction.  He's 

completed three science fiction novels and is current-

ly looking for a publisher. 

SEAT BELT     By Roger Floyd 
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You may remember your grandmother or another sage 

relative saying, “Luck is where opportunity meets prep-

aration.” While we strive to create opportunities, how 

much we prepare is totally within our control. When 

writers are asked to speak at events, whether we wing it 

or prepare is up to us.  

In April 2018, I spent what most might consider an 

enormous amount of time preparing to speak at two rel-

atively short events. Scheduled to open up the 2018 

New Mexico Press Women Conference in Santa Fe with 

an interview of author Hampton Sides (Blood & Thun-

der, Ghost Soldiers), I studied his work over the course 

of about 40 hours by listening to audio versions on 

walks and reading the hardbacks when I returned. With 

his four narrative nonfiction books, Sides had gifted the 

world over 1,600 pages.  

The audience of journalists, authors, and readers lis-

tened with rapt attention as Sides answered my ques-

tions. The room was so quiet that you could hear the air 

conditioner blowing cold. After the interview, I opened 

the session for audience questions. About twenty hands 

shot up at once as the audience relished the opportunity 

to learn from a master.  Days later, Sides complimented 

the interview as “organic.” That it had flowed seamless-

ly resulted from preparation, not happenstance. 

Two days before, the preparation to speaking time was 

even more lopsided at an event in Albuquerque. I had 

been invited to give a two-minute roast at a party cele-

brating Ann Lerner’s retirement from the Albuquerque 

Film Office. After six hours of drafting, testing, and 

redrafting my comments over the course of a week, I 

arrived at the Hotel Andaluz. The first speaker was ac-

tor Bryan Cranston, and he hit it out of the park. Not 

surprising since he’s a professional who won Emmy and 

Golden Globe Awards for his role as Walter White in 

“Breaking Bad,” a Tony Award for playing President 

Johnson in “LBJ” on Broadway, and was nominated for 

an Oscar for playing the lead in Trumbo.  

The organizers placed me as the fourth speaker of the 

evening, and I trembled a bit at the thought that there 

had been only about seven minutes between Cranston 

and me. At the podium, I introduced myself as “The 

Free Lawyer in Ann Lerner’s life,” and the crowd erupt-

ed in laughter. I then explained that when we met, I in-

vited Ann to speak to my Entertainment Law class. 

Eventually, she started inviting herself, and would al-

ways show up with the thorniest legal problem and opt 

for the least legal solution! As I recounted the evolution 

of our relationship from Free Lawyer to Friend, more 

laughter burst out. I concluded to thunderous applause. 

As I walked off the stage to a chorus of “Good job,” and 

“Great Job,” I had never been more grateful for substan-

tial prep time.  

At the roast, several folks who followed me chose to 

wing it. Their talks were disjointed and crossed the line 

from edgy to mean. Humor can be the most challenging 

genre to write and to deliver. 

 Early in my teaching career at the University of New 

Mexico, I took a continuing education class called “Stand 

Up and Laugh” from Harvard-educated comedian and 

bottle-cap artist Goldie Garcia. For the class finale, Gar-

cia staged our comedy debut at a local club. She appoint-

ed me the headliner. 

 “Why?” I asked, feeling both terrified and honored. 

 “Because you were the only one who did the home-

work,” Garcia said. 

 This exemplifies how preparation generates opportuni-

ties. 

 Anyone who has heard a speaker announce that he’s 

not sure what to talk about so he’s going to tell his life 

story knows the speaker did not prepare. Even when an 

event is free, people are spending their time to hear the 

lecture. They deserve better than the wingtips of a pre-

senter’s disjointed thoughts.  

 If you are ever invited to speak at an event, don’t just 

talk about yourself. Prepare. Better to leave the audience 

wanting to ask you questions about your topic and about 

your books, than counting the moments until they can 

escape.  

After hearing a superb 20-minute sermon at a Unitarian 

Church, I asked the minister, “How long do you spend 

every week preparing to give your talks?” 

 “About fifteen to twenty hours,” she replied. 

 There you have it!  Extensive preparation makes a 

speech appear naturally sprung from the speaker’s 

thoughts. And if you can throw in some humor, all the 

better! 

 

Sherri Burr is a Yale Law School-

educated law professor and the au-

thor of 26 books. She is currently 

working on “My Brother’s Guardian, 

My Family’s Legacy,” and is the 

president of New Mexico Press 

Women.  

 

The Writing Life: Preparation 

By Sherri Burr 
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Eleventh  Annual Green River 

Writers Workshop: 

"Turning Memory into Story" 

                       

          July 12-15, 2018              

  Location: the historic Plaza Hotel, Las Vegas, NM 

Begins 7 pm Thursday - ends 4 pm Sunday 

Using memory as a starting point, the Green River 

Writers Workshops focus on the craft of storytelling 

through memoir, fiction, historical writing, & poetry.  

Both experienced and beginning writers are welcome 

Workshop limited to 15. Fills early.    

  

  greenriverwritersworkshop.com 

A HUNTIN’ ACIDENT  
 

“Hello, 9-1-1 operator. What is your emergency?” 

A distraught voice gasps into her ear. “I’m out on the 

west mesa huntin’ with my friend an’ he suddenly 

grabs his chest an’ falls to the ground. I think he’s 

dead.” 

“Take it easy,” the operator assures him. “Tell me, is he 

non-responsive?” 

“Like just lyin’ there?” 

“Yes. Is he breathing?” 

“I dunno. He’s just a-lyin’ there, not movin’ a muscle.” 

“All right, first let’s just make sure he’s really dead.”  

The operator hesitates. “All right?” The line is silent. 

“Hello? Are you still there? Hello?” She strains to hear. 

There is a rustle, then a gunshot. 

The hunter comes back on the phone. “Hello, operator? 

OK, what do I do next?”  

Stan Rhine 

 The Kauai Writers Conference has become one of the 

premier events in the literary world.  

    The 2018 line-up includes some of the nation’s most 

acclaimed authors: Jane Smiley, Garth Stein,  

  Alice Hoffman, Kirstin Hannah, Ellen Bass, Jane Smi-

ley, Sara Gruen, Scott Turow, Jeff Arch,  
  and Nicholas Delbanco among others.   

    Intensive Master Classes, limited to small groups, 

will be offered November 5th—8th. Choose from  

  Fiction, Memoir, Screenwriting, Poetry, How to Get 

Published and more. We encourage you to  

  register soon if you would like to participate.  

  One-on-one Pitch & Critique Sessions with top literary 

agents, editors and publishers will also  

  be available. This is an opportunity for these powerhouses 

to get to know you and your work.  

  Meet and connect with writers from around the world. 

  Please click on this link for full details: Kauai Writers Con-

ference 

  We look forward to everyone getting the most out of their 

experience. If you would like assistance in  

  choosing from the extensive list of program choices based 

on your specific genre and interests,  

  please contact: constance@kauaiwritersconference.com 

http://www.greenriverwritersworkshop.com/workshops/2014/10/31/seventh-annual-memoir-writing-workshop-turning-memory-into-story
http://www.greenriverwritersworkshop.com/workshops/2014/10/31/seventh-annual-memoir-writing-workshop-turning-memory-into-story
http://greenriverwritersworkshop.com
http://www.kauaiwritersconference.com/a/6/
http://www.kauaiwritersconference.com/a/6/
mailto:constance@kauaiwritersconference.com
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An experienced critiquer,  picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your  
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.  

The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com 
for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service. 

SouthWest Writers Critique Service 

 Query letters 

 Synopses 

 Articles 

 Essays 

 Nonfiction books 

 Book proposals 

 Short Stories 

 Mainstream/literary fiction 

 Genre fiction 

 Children’s 

 Middle-grade 

 Young Adult 

 Screenplays/stageplays 

 Poetry 

Cost 

$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages 

$15 -  Query letter of no more than 3 pages 

$25 -  Synopsis of up to 3 pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

$35 -  Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced  
   manuscript pages 
   - additional pages are $3.50/page 

the internet. If you think you're writing romance, check 

the       Romance Writers of America (which will also 

help you define subgenre), or try Wikipedia.  Or you can 
find books like the one you've written on Amazon and 

check the genre listings.  For example, if you look up 

David Morrell's latest book, Ruler of the Night, and 

scroll down to "Product Details," you'll see the book 

ranked in three categories.  Based on this information, I 

would represent a similar book as either "historical mys-

tery" or "historical thriller." To become more familiar 

with genres, attend writers' meetings and conferences 

(like SWW's upcoming sci-fi/fantasy conference) where 

genres are discussed, and ask questions. 

Signed, 

Chaucer 

Do you have questions about writing or about SWW 

you’d like to ask Chaucer?  Send them to swws-

age@swcp.com with the subject line: ASK CHAUCER 

before the 20th of the month for the next month’s Sage. 

Dear Chaucer, 

I'm a new writer.  I keep hearing about genres, but I'm 

not sure where I fit in.  Is it important to know?  If so, 

how do I figure this out?  I'm not sure if I write ro-

mance, women's fiction, or fantasy.  Help? 

Signed, 

Unknown Genre 

Dear Unknown, 

Genres are classifications of writing that help booksellers 

know where to "shelve" your writing, and readers know 

where to find it.  The terms are a bit fluid and are based on 

reader expectations.  For example, a book classified as a 

mystery that doesn't have the crime solved at the end will 

probably disappoint anyone who reads it, resulting in that 

reader associating your name with a negative experience.  

Genre classifications are also used to explain what we 

write to editors and agents who may want to buy or repre-

sent our work.  The last thing we want to do is have them 

ask for one thing and get something else. 

For these reasons, genre classification is important.  There 

are several tools to help figure this out.  One, of course, is 

Want to Write a Memoir? 

SWW hosts a memoir writing group which meets at 

the Domingo Baca community center on Carmel (just 

north of Paseo del Norte and West of Wyoming) on 

Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. This is a 

SWW program and it is free of charge to anyone who 

wants to attend.  For more information contact  

Gabriella Savarese     savaresegabriella@gmail.com 

https://www.rwa.org/p/cm/ld/fid=578
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_novel
https://www.amazon.com/Ruler-Night-Thomas-Emily-Quincey/dp/0316307912/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527525001&sr=1-1&keywords=david+morrell
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Annual Membership in  
SouthWest Writers 

Individual: $80 as of Jan 1, 2018 
Student:  $25   

Requires proof of student status 

Outside U.S.: $75,  

Lifetime Membership: $750     
 

The Storyteller’s  
Anthology   

 

is available to order in paperback on Amazon. A great addition to any library, it exempli-
fies the diversity of talent we bring to the literary world. Please consider leaving a posi-
tive comment on the Review page with a 5-star rating to enhance sales of this excellent 
example of  outstanding authorship by members of SouthWest Writers!    

ANNOUNCING THE 2018 NONFICTION 

PRIZE JUDGED BY OCEAN VUONG 

We are thrilled to announce that our annual  

Cosmonauts Avenue Nonfiction Prize is now open for sub-

missions! Our judge is (deep breath)... Ocean Vuong!  

What are we looking for? We love writing that is personal, nec-

essary, darkly funny, unfunny, candid, unique, upsetting, un-

told, includes in-depth research into who bit Beyoncé, and writ-

ing that is deeply good and deeply you.  All long-listed pieces 

will also be considered for publication.  

 

The winner will receive $500 and publication in Cosmonauts 

Avenue.  Submission fee: $12    Deadline: June 30, 2018  

SouthWest Writers Meetings  

 Visitor/Guest Policy 
SWW encourages new people to come and 
look over our award winning writers’  
association. However, since it is our member-
ship dues that pay for the outstanding speak-
ers, we request that visitors or guests limit their 
attendance to no more than three meetings, 
after which we hope they will choose to join the 
organization.  
 

Visitors are requested to sign in with name, 
email and/or phone number and wear a name 
tag. They will be invited to stand, introduce 
themselves and tell what kind of writing they do 
so that other writers in that genre can network 
with them during breaks in the meeting. 
 

The “Successes and Announcements” made at 
our meetings are limited to SWW members. 

As always, we encourage visitors to join SWW 

– a bargain at only $80 per year. 

Are You Taking Full Advantage of your  

SWW Membership? 

SWW sponsors four types of ongoing educational 

experiences:   
 

1. Every meeting has prominent SPEAKERS who offer our 

members new insights into  the art of writing at no charge. 

2. WORKSHOPS are one-time events which take place after 

the Saturday meetings.  These offer more extensive 

presentations and/or hands on  experiences.  

3. CLASSES take place at the SWW office and offer in-

depth information useful for authors who are serious about 

getting published.  

4. CONFERENCES are held twice a year and bring in big 

name writers, artists, screenwriters, and sometimes pub-

lishers or agents.  

I LOVE TO EDIT!! 

Fast Affordable Accurate 

Editing Services for Your  

Memoir, Book, Article,  

Assignment, Document 

 

10 years experience as an Albuquerque 

Journal writer 

Franchesca             505.507.9688 
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

SouthWest Writers is offering one-year scholar-
ship memberships in our organization to high 
school and full time college students. To be eligi-
ble, an applicant must be enrolled in high school or 
college. If you know someone with the interest and 
desire to pursue a writing career or if you wish to 
apply yourself, contact the SWW office at     
swwriters@juno.com. 

 

You Can Write for SouthWest Sage 

Want to add a byline to your portfolio? We welcome 
submissions focusing on all aspects of researching, writ-
ing, and publishing in any genre. See past issues of 
SouthWest Sage for the types of articles we publish.  

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths from 
300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited for accu-
racy, readability and length.  

Please send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document with Times New Roman 
or Calibri font in  12pt. size.  Do not get fancy with for-
matting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set it 
into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.  

 Send questions or submissions to Rose Kern, South-
West Sage Editor, swwsage@ swcp.com. 

Have you noticed that many of our member-

ship’s contributions to the Sage are excellent?   
 

Well, we have! 

Next Fall the board is considering publishing another 

anthology - this time it will contain articles and stories 

published in the Sage and written by SWW members.   

 

You have three ways of possibly being included: 

 Write an article for the Sage related to the craft of 

writing, getting published, etc... 

 Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the 

monthly  writing challenges announced in each 

Sage. 

 Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own  - 800 

words or less - on  any topic.   (inclusion in the 

Sage is subject to the discretion of the editor) 

 Enter artwork/photographs related to writing in gen-

eral or accompanying your  stories. 

 

In September of 2018 the editor of the Sage will submit 

stories and articles received over the past three years to 

a  Board appointed committee who will review the piec-

es without names attached for inclusion in the “Best of 

the SouthWest Sage Anthology”.   

The plan is for the Anthology to be in print and availa-

ble by November of 2018.  

 Are you ready to be published?   

 The Red, White and Blue  

1000 words or less. 

Send your masterpiece to Rose Kern : 

swwsage@swcp.com by June 20th for inclusion in the 

July Sage.   The editor has the final say as to whether 

the piece will be included.   

SouthWest Writers  

Volunteer Opportunity! 

Do you Tweet?  Or Facebook? 
   SWW needs a social media coordinator to work with 

Kimberly Rose.  This fun task brings SWW into the pub-

lic eye and allows members an avenue for intercommuni-

cation.    Improve your own e-marketing skills and be in-

novative in your support of your fellow authors.   

    Kim Rose is the one behind the cameras at the SWW 

meetings - go up and introduce yourself - she’d love to 

mentor you in the basics of using social media! 
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SouthWest Sage Advertising Rates 
Worldwide Internet Circulation 

The SWW website receives thousands of page  
requests every month. 

 

Business card size: $20     
 1/4 page, vertical: $40    

 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 
1/2 page horizontal $75 

15% discount for 3 mos.          20% discount for 6 mos. 
Deadline: 15th of each month for the following month.  

Payment due with camera-ready ad copy in .jpg format. 

Place Your Ad Here 
Advertise your writing-related  

products and services. 

Business Card Size only $20.00 
1/4 page, vertical: $40 - 1/3 page, horizontal: $50 

15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months 

1875, Silver City, New Mexico Territory 

It didn’t matter that the deputy 

sheriff tried to sexually assault her.  

Wilma killed a lawman.  

Now on the run, she needed a disguise. 

Dressing in her brother’s old clothes, 

Wilma changed her name to William 

(Billy for short) and took the last name 

of her step-dad in New York.  

Billy Bonney rode into the history 

books, a gunslinger with twenty-two 

notches on a colt forty-one, a legend, 

even during her short life.  

Billy Bonney aka The Kid  

is her story. 

 
New Book Table Policy 

At every meeting a table is set out for members to set out their books and hopefully people will buy them.  

However, because there is no one at the table to sell the books, it has been noticed that people look at them 

and leave.  

In an attempt to help our members sell books, Melody Groves and Rose Kern have volunteered to sit at the 

table and collect payment for the books which are there.  At the end of each meeting they will distribute the 

funds to the authors when they pick up the rest of the books.  

No credit cards will be accepted, cash or checks only.  Other volunteers are expected to take on the responsi-

bility at future meetings.  It is hoped that this will increase sales among our members.  
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2018  SouthWest Writers Board of Directors 

 

President   Sarah H. Baker,   

Vice President  Rob Spiegel,   

Treasurer  Kent Langsteiner 

Secretary  Kimberly Rose 

Sage Editor   Rose Marie Kern  

Facility Coordinator  Sam Moorman      

 Publicity   Su-Ellen Lierz 

Donald DeNoon 

Dollie Williams  

Jim Tritten 

Joanne Bodin  

Office Manager, Larry Greenley 

Contact board members through the  

SWW Office email at swwriters@juno.com 

SWW Office: 
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114   

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
phone: (505) 830-6034     

e-mail: SWWriters@juno.com 
website: www.southwestwriters.com 

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author, 
sending them to the Sage implies the Sage has per-

mission to print. Facts, views and opinions ex-
pressed are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of the 
SouthWest Writers organization. SWW does not 

necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

SouthWest Writers 
Monthly Meetings 

are held at 
New Life Presbyterian Church 

5540 Eubank NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

For more information, call the SWW office at 
505-830-6034. 

To register for classes and workshops: sign up 
at SWW meetings or register online at 

www.southwestwriters.com 

 

Member meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of 

the month from 10am to noon, and on the 3rd Tues-

day of the month from 7 to 9pm.  There are nearly 

350 members, all of whom are encouraged to come 

together in celebration of the art of writing. At each 

meeting, many members announce their recent suc-

cesses and have an opportunity to network with 

other writers.   Most meetings feature prominent 

speakers  who bring their expertise in the arts of 

writing, publication, editing, and many other topics 

of interest to those in the profession.   

 Frequently after the Saturday meeting, an addition-

al workshop session is held to provide members 

with training in a variety of areas.  

Do You Have a Published Book? 

The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book covers across the Homepage.  If 

you’d like us to add yours to the group, feel free to send it to swwsage@swcp.com.  No 

more than one book cover per author.  Can be updated as  your next book comes out.   

Send a small picture file .jpg no more than 140dpi.  The book covers will be a bit larger 

than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the right to edit to fit.  

mailto:sbaker46@comcast.net
mailto:robspiegel@comcast.net
mailto:sammoorman@ekit.com
mailto:msdollie1215@aol.com
mailto:jsbodin@msn.com

