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Dan Wetmore is a North Carolina transplant who landed in New Mexico a�er 20 years’ 
peripatations with the U.S. military, during which he performed tours of duty in a 
nuclear missile silo as an ICBM launch o�cer, as an Instructor of Ethics and Logic at 
the US Air Force Academy, launching satellites aboard decommissioned ICBMs, and 
overseeing a communications post in southern Turkey. His enduring and endearing 
wife, two mischievous sons, one semi-comatose cat and a taciturn, slightly menacing 
turtle keep Dan grounded, challenged and grateful. He is the author of My Mother’s 
Gentle Unbecoming: �e Absenting of Alzheimer’s—Lines from the Sidelines, his �rst 
published book of poetry.

Kathy Wagoner has been a member of SouthWest Writers since 2006. She is a 
previous webmaster and Sage editor and currently posts monthly interviews of SWW 
members on the organization’s website. Science �ction and fantasy are the genres she 
enjoys writing the most, but in 2012 Casa de Snapdragon Publishing released her �rst 
book (�is New Mountain), the memoir of a private investigator and grandmother.

Retired a�er a forty-four year career with the Department of Defense including 
duty as a carrier-based naval aviator, Jim holds advanced degrees from the Univer-
sity of Southern California and formerly served as a faculty member and National 
Security A�airs department chair at the Naval Postgraduate School. His publications 
have won him thirty-three writing awards, including the Alfred �ayer Mahan Award 
from the Navy League of the U.S. He has published six books and over three hundred 
chapters, short stories, essays, articles, and government technical reports. Jim was a 

frequent speaker at many military, arms control, and international conferences and has seen his work translated 
into Russian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese.

Franchesca Stevens has been a news writer/reporter for “a million years.” She has 
worked in TV, radio, and print in New York, North Dakota, and Indiana and most 
recently wrote and reported for 17 years for the Albuquerque Journal and Bernalillo 
County government. Now retired, she would love to help promote and edit your work. 
She can be reached at newmexicowriter@gmail.com and 505.507.9688.

Paul Shank is currently working on a book about healthcare culture and change a�er 
a career in healthcare administration.  In his spare time he helps people buy and sell 
homes and trains his new dog, Chaco.  He has published articles in engineering trade 
publications and healthcare administration magazines.
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SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your 
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
�e SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:
•	 Query letters                         
•	 Synopses
•	 Articles
•	 Essays
•	 Non�ction books 
•	 Book proposals 
•	 Short Stories

SWW critiquers follow genre-speci�c guidelines. But feel free to include speci�c questions you want answered 
and any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWest-
Writers.com for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.

•	 Mainstream/literary �ction 
•	 Genre �ction
•	 Children’s Middle-grade
•	 Young Adult
•	 Screenplays/stageplays 
•	 Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
                 - additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced 
manuscript pages
                - additional pages are $3.50/page

SouthWest Writers Meetings Visitor/Guest Policy
SWW encourages new people to come and look over our award winning writers’ association. However, 
since it is our membership dues that pay for the outstanding speakers, we request that visitors or guests 
limit their attendance to no more than three meetings, a�er which we hope they will choose to join the 
organization.
Visitors are requested to sign in with name, email and/or phone number and wear a name tag. �ey will 
be invited to stand, introduce themselves and tell what kind of writing they do so that other writers in that 
genre can network with them during breaks in the meeting.
�e “Successes and Announcements” made at our meetings are limited to SWW members. As always, we 
encourage visitors to join SWW—a bargain at only $80 per year.

Do You Have a Published Book?
�e SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book 
covers across the Homepage. If you’d like us to add 
yours to the group, feel free to send it to 
sage@swwriters.com. No more than one book 
cover per author. Can be updated as your next 
book comes out. Send a small picture �le .jpg no 
more than 140dpi. �e book covers will be a bit 
larger than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the 
right to edit to �t.

New Book Table Policy
At each of our meetings, a table is provided where 
members may display their books for purchase. 
Melody Groves and Gayle Laurandunn volunteer 
to sit at the table and accept payment for books 
sold.
Following the meetings, when authors go to the 
table to retrieve their unsold books, they will 
receive cash payments for all of their books 
that were sold. Cash or check only. No credit 
cards unless the author provides their own card 
reader. If you would like to be a book table volunteer, 
please talk to Melody Groves.

SWW O�ce:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114

Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034

email: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the 
author. Sending them to Sage implies the Sage has 
permission to print. Facts, views and opinions 
expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions 
of the SouthWest Writers organization. SWW 
does not necessarily endorse the advertisers. 

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonpro�t, 

tax exempt 501 (c) (3) organization.
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