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No doubt about it, it’s cliche to note at the beginning of a new year that “change is a comin’ ” but, in the case of
SouthWest Writers at the dawning of 2019, it couldn’t be more true.
As Larry Greenly sets his sights on retirement (party details on page 9), members pay tribute to his long reign as
office coordinator (limericks and stories start on page 7) and welcome ReVah Loring who will take over the office
duties (learn a little about ReVah on page 16).
We introduce you to a new Board of Directors; more than a dozen individuals have agreed to volunteer their time
toward the task of keeping SouthWest Writers strong and vibrant through 2019 and into the future (bios and
photos start on page 17).
Incoming president, Rose Marie Kern, reminds members that we are blessed to have such a group to turn to and
to learn through (read her message on page 2).
And, there are some clerical updates. Make sure to jot down these important e-mail changes:

Sage: sage@swwriters.com, Kathy Schuit, editor
(the Sage submissions deadline remains the same; the 15th of the month prior to publication)
Office: info@swwriters.com
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The President’s Corner
by Rose Marie Kern

Greetings and welcome to 2019!
Along with the rest of the world, SouthWest Writers is diving into a new year full
of opportunities and challenges. The new
board of directors are people full of optimism, energy, and ideas on how this organization can provide educational programs and a stable source of assistance to
our membership.
As a long time board member of SouthWest Writers I have a pretty deep understanding of
how things work, and how blessed we are with people
who really care about each other.
Do you know how rare this is?
Many arts type organizations are filled with people
who look at each other as rivals, but SWW stands out
in its desire to forward the literary aspirations of all
who join us. The reality is we are not in competition
with each other, everyone’s work stands on its own
merit and there are many outlets for expression in this
world.
Literature changes over time, it evolves. Some say
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bathere are only a finite number of ba
sic “stories”, but within that structure
lie a million points of view. There are
a million pathways between where
someone begins and where they end
up. The joy of our world is that they
are not all the same.
If you want to jump in and help out,
we will have a variety of volunteer
functions come open soon. You will
see these in the February Sage and at
the February meeting.
Don’t forget to come to the party celebrating Larry
Greenley’s retirement Tuesday, January 15th at 7pm
over at our new meeting place. We will have sign-up
sheets for food at the January 5th meeting. It is going
to be a fabulous party! Check out the great Limericks,
poems and stories created in Larry’s honor in this issue of the Sage.
A final note, due to the changeover in office staff,
there may be some times when you find yourself leaving a message or the office is not open at the traditional times…please have patience while we are helping
our new office coordinator learn her job.

SAGE Anthology Entered in NMPW Contest
The SouthWest Writers Sage Anthology has been
entered into the 2019 New Mexico Press Women’s
Communications Contest by its editor, Rose Marie
Kern. More than 69 SWW members participated in
writing this delightful compilation of poems, articles
and stories.
It is entered in category 15c, Collection of short stories
written by multiple authors.
Entries for the contest are judged by media and
communications professionals. All award places,
including honorable mentions, receive a certificate.
The awards will be announced at the NMPW annual
conference to be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
at the awards banquet, Saturday evening, April 27, 2019.

New Mexico Press Women
Communications Contest
Entry Workshop

With Sherri Burr and Loretta Hall

DATE: Saturday, January 5
TIME: 12:15 – 1:15 pm
(after the regular SWW meeting)
PLACE: Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living
Conference Room
PRICE: Free to all members and non-members
If you would like guidance with the electronic
entry process for the New Mexico Press Women
(NMPW) 2019 Communications Contest, you are
welcome to attend this free workshop following the
SouthWest Writers meeting at the Albuquerque
Center for Spiritual Living.
This is a very broad contest that includes all types
of communications. State winners can move on
to national competition. All submissions, including books, must be done electronically via the contest entry website. At this workshop NMPW board
members will be available to guide you through the
process.
For more information on the contest categories,
deadlines, and submission requirements, see New
Mexico Press Women Communications Contest,
newmexicopresswomen.org/2019-communications-contest.

SWW Website Notes

Some of the benefits of being an SWW
member include the ability to have your
own author page on the site incorporating announcements about your awards and
achievements, a book cover photo on the
front page carousel and a link to your webpage.
Over the next month or so the webmasters will be updating the SouthWest Writers
website, we will be removing any information linked to authors who have not renewed
their membership. Since we are basing this
process on the membership rolls at the office, there is always the possibility of errors
occurring.
We will make an attempt to contact those
who seem to be out of compliance. If you
find that your information has been removed
in error please contact info@swwriters.com.
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Saturday, January 5
Meeting Speaker
Steve Brewer

I’ve Looked At Books From Both Sides Now
meeting 10 a.m. - noon

Steve Brewer has been writing books and hanging out in bookstores for more
than 30 years, but this year he’s moved to the other side of the sales counter—he
and his family have opened Organic Books in Nob Hill. Steve will discuss what it’s
like to run a bookstore, and how authors can make best use of local booksellers.
Steve Brewer writes books about crooks. His 31st published
book, the crime novel Cold Cuts, came out last April. He’s
scheduled to have short stories in three different anthologies in
2019. A former journalist, Steve teaches in the Honors College
at UNM.

Saturday, February 2
WRITE REALISTIC DIALOGUE
Presented by Kirt Hickman
10:00 a.m. – Noon

Realistic dialogue is one of the most difficult
things for some writers to achieve. It’s also
one of the most important. Many editors and
agents, when they receive a submission, will
read a section of dialogue
first. If it’s good, they’ll
consider the manuscript. If
not, they’ll reject it without
a second thought.
Learn to transform your
characters’ spoken words
into dialogue that is taut,
dynamic,
tension-filled,
and—above all—realistic.
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Kirt Hickman, author of the award-winning
science-fiction thrillers Worlds Asunder and
Venus Rain. He was a technical writer for
fourteen years before branching into fiction.
His methodical approach to self-editing
has helped many make sense of the mass
of advice available to the novice writer. He
teaches self-editing classes through SouthWest Writers, has been a mentor in the
SWW mentoring program, has spoken at
numerous conferences, and contributes a
monthly column titled “Revising Fiction” to
the SouthWest Sage. He has also written
Mercury Sun, the fantasy novel Fabler’s
Legend, and two children’s books. His
writer’s guide, Revising Fiction—Making
Sense of the Madness won a New Mexico
Book award for Best How-To and was a
finalist in the international Ben Franklin
Awards.
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WORKSHOPS & CLASSES

WORKSHOPS
In continuing support of writers’ education,
growth and achievement, SWW sponsors one
workshop each month (directly following the
Saturday meeting). Workshop presenters are
chosen for their expertise in topics related to
writing and/or publishing.
Sign up in advance by calling the SWW office,
(505) 830-6034 or at a SWW meeting.

January 5

12:15 - 1:15 p.m.
New Mexico Press Women Communications Contest
Entry Workshop

This workshop is offered free of charge to members and nonmembers (see page 3 for details).

February 2 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Productive Presentations with Loretta Hall
(see page 6 for details)

March 2 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Preparing for a Conference,

jointly presented by Rose Marie Kern and Sarah Baker

Keep your eye on the SouthWest Sage newsletter and swwriters.com
for more information as it becomes available.

April 6

12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Finding Online Work
Presented by Rob Spiegel

Keep your eye on the SouthWest Sage newsletter and swwriters.com
for more information as it becomes available.

Workshop Prices:

$20 SWW Members
$25 Osher Members w/Card
$30 Non-Members

CLASSES
Classes are typically held at the SWW office,
3200 Carlisle NE (northeast of Candelaria).
Register for classes by calling the SWW office,
(505) 830-6034 or at a SWW meeting.

January

Research Your Writing Project

Instructor: Loretta Hall
Two Saturdays, January 12 and 19
2 - 4 p.m.
Cost: $55-members, $65 non-members

Blogging with Rob Spiegel

Instructor: Rob Spiegel
Three Mondays, January 14, 21 and 28
3 - 5 p.m.
Cost: $79 members/$89 non-members

February

Polishing the 1st Chapter

Instructor: Sarah Baker
Four Wednesdays, February 6, 13, 20 and 27
2 - 4 p.m.
Cost: $105 members/$115 non-members

Revising Fiction

Instructor: Kirt Hickman
Eight Saturdays, Feb. 9, 16, 23 and
Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
1 - 3 p.m.
Cost: $200 members/$210 non-members

Workshop & Class Refund Policy
Full refund if cancellation is received more than 7 days before class. From one week out to 24 hours before
class, participant is entitled to select another class. Inside of 24 hours, participant receives no refund for the
class. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay our instructors based on how
many students enroll, so you are part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.
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Workshops with Loretta Hall

Saturday, February 2, 2019

Productive Presentations
12:30 – 2:30 pm
Center for Spiritual Living

$20 SWW Members, $30 Non-Members

One of the most effective ways to market
your book is to speak to groups of people
who are interested in a related topic. It’s not
much harder (in fact, maybe easier) than
speaking to strangers individually at a book
signing, and it results in a higher percentage of
sales. It’s more fun, too. (Yes, public speaking
can be fun, and Loretta will show you how.)
This workshop will answer your basic questions about speaking to promote your work: why it
is effective, how to find groups to speak to, what you should speak about, how to make your
presentation engaging, and how to tame your butterflies.

hing Your Writing Project:
5 W’s and
an H
Saturdays,
January

12 and 19, 2019

Researching Your Writing Project, 5 W’s and an H
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
SouthWest Writers Office, 3200 Carlisle Blvd. NE
$55 for SWW members, $65 for non members

embers

, but how
d how can
? This class
g for your
including
y, When,
how to
search.
session

They say write what you know, but how do you know if you
know enough? And how can you find out the information
you need? This class will take a thorough look at researching for your article or book (fiction or nonfiction), including the basic questions of Who, What, Why, When, Where
and How. We will also discuss how to organize and use the
results of your research. Homework will be assigned at the
first session and discusssed at the second session.

About the Instructor

onfiction articles,
book
chapters, Loretta
and books
for has been promoting her books by speaking to
For reference
more than
a decade,
Hall
rds for her articles
and
books.
She
is
a
former
Southwest
various types of audiences. She is a long-time member of SouthWest Writers, a former
the Paris Award
(2007).
She isand
nowaon
the board
of winner.
New Loretta is also an officer of New Mexico Press
Board
member,
Parris
Award
CommunicatorWomen,
of Achievement
by the
National
Federation
a member
of the
Historical
Society of New Mexico’s Speakers Bureau, and a

Space Ambassador for the National Space Society. In 2016 she was named Communicator
of Achievement by the National Federation of Press Women.
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1

T’was a man who played Handel at work,
While others made money with twerk.
As she tipped in his jar,
A lass said, “You’ll go far,
You look just like a young Captain Kirk.”
- By Dennis Kastendiek

2

In the office, Larry did sit,
Then he stood up saying, “I quit!”
He packed up his kit—
We’ll miss his sharp wit
Now that Larry has lit.
- Shirley Raye Redmond

3

A black WWI pilot named
Eugene
Couldn’t fly because the U.S. was
mean
But the French let him dare—
He won the Croix de Guerre!
And Larry’s book made sure he
is seen.
-Dianne Layden

4

He isn’t your typical greeter
More like a stern “take-a-seater.”
He’s kept writers in line
For some decades of time.
He’s Larry, the SW St. Peter.

5

Larry wrote a book about Eugene
His race banned flying for America’s Team
A genetic test
Caused quite a jest
They were cousins don’t you see!
-Rose Kern

6

There once was a man named
Larry
Who thought he was Dirty
Harry
He pulled out his gun
And said “Let’s have some fun!”
And then things will REALLY
be merry.
- C.C. Consensus

7

He’s the hero of our office nest.
He knows where old files go to rest.
He’s saved on the heat
And kept the place neat.
He’s Larry, he’s given his best.

There once was a man by name Larry
Whose manner was most often merry.
With his untiring yen
For things paper and pen
We wish that he longer could tarry.

Now we come to the sad, sad, sad part
Where we say that we’ll miss the old fart.
We’ll shed a wet tear,
Hold memories dear,
He’s Larry, his place is secure in our heart.
- Kathy Schuit

There once was a fellow named Greenly
Whose laughter was heard most routinely.
His friendliness to all
And inviting, slow drawl
Are going to be missed very keenly.
- Dan Wetmore
SouthWestWriters.com * 7

Ode to a Retirement

Join, Renew, Share!
SouthWest Writers welcomes
both hopeful and published writers.
Your annual membership includes:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

23 meetings annually which offer opportunities
for large scale networking and a presentation by
an acclaimed writer, editor, or publisher.
Your personal author page on the SWW website.
A link on the SWW website to your personal
homepage.
The SouthWest Sage Newsletter – in addition to
providing organizational news to members, it
also offers writing challenges and opportunities
to be published.
Discounted prices for writing-related conferences,
classes and workshops sponsored by SWW.
Opportunities on both the website and in meetings
to make announcements about your successes
or personal, upcoming writing events.
Discounts at local businesses.
Take full advantage of your membership
then GIVE to other writers:
Invite a guest to a meeting.
Encourage guests to become members so they too
can access all that SWW has to offer.
Give annual SWW memberships as gifts to the
writers you know.
Donate an annual SWW membership or partial
membership to the SWW scholarship fund.

Annual SouthWest Writers Membership:
Individual: $80
Student: $25 (requires proof of student status)
Outside U.S.: $75
Lifetime Membership: $750

SouthWest Writers meets in the Labyrinth Conference
Room at the Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living
(ACSL) located on Louisiana two blocks north of Menaul
at 2801 Louisiana Blvd NE, Albuquerque.
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Larry Greenly is my name,
Say it twice it sounds the same.
Worked my fingers to the bone,
Now, dear writers, I’ll stay at home.
I love you all, you know I do,
I have a wife and love her too.
The question is, “What can I say
When Edith starts to plan my day?”
At 5 a.m. she wakes me up
And pours some coffee in my cup.
I get a hug, I get a kiss
And then, I learn the car’s amiss.
“But that’s not all,” she says and smiles;
“It’s time to walk your morning miles.
“The doctor says it’s good for you
“Now go outside and walk one or two.”
I grab my coat and shuffle out,
The wind is cold, I start to pout
This isn’t what I planned to do
I longed to read a book or two.
When I’m done, I make some toast
And think about what I love most.
My favorite magazine, American
Chiropractic, is awaiting me.
There are all those charts and bones to see.
But the faucet drips and the weeds are tall.
The stress! I cannot bear it all.
The house needs help with this and that.
Oh, dear friends, can I come back!
- Franchesca Stevens

...but there’s still so much more to say about Larry!

A Brief Biography of Larry Greenly’s Younger Years
The True Tale of Growing Up in West Texas
by Dawn Weenow and R. Gaye Aparrell

Larry Greenly knew us as the Yawlbin sisters,
Dawn and Rebecca Gaye Yawlbin. We grew up
on a cattle ranch next to the Greenly fields, so
knew his family well before we got married and
moved away. About the same age as Larry and
his brothers, we know all about his young years.
He was born, and though he used to say he
was reliably informed he was present at the
time, he claimed to have no memory of the
event. Nonetheless, it appears to be true, and
though he was apparently not consulted at any
point leading up to that event, that’s the way
things were done in Texas back then. The third
boy of twin brothers, they were all raised
on a west Texas spaghetti farm—except, it
being Texas, they always called it
the “Greenly Spaghetti Ranch.”
Larry’s father imported some
spaghetti tree seedlings from Upper
Trans-Mography, and the trees grew
rapidly in the irrigated fields of that
semi-arid climate. At the end of the
third year, they brought in the first
spaghetti harvest, and the next year his
dad had to stand in the bed of his
pickup in order to reach the highest strands. He decided to trim the
trees down to a height of 20 feet so
even the highest spaghetti could be
reached with short ladders. Stretch
labor rather than stoop labor.
We watched them hand-harvest the spaghetti
by pinching the strands off just below the pods
that hung down from the branches. They also
tried hedge clippers and scissors, but pinching the
strands off produced less waste and damage. This
was slow work in the years before the Maxwell
Spaghetti Harvester was invented. As the acreage
grew, the family’s harvest labors were augmented
by seasonal Mexican laborers. They were housed
in steam-cooled rooms on the back-40 that were
rented out to tourists in the off-season. Larry’s
brothers, Darrel and Merrill, soon grew tall
enough to participate in the harvest, but as
the shortest of the three twins, Larry stayed on
the ground, shifting irrigation hoses.

The climate favored spaghetti trees, and they
boasted about bringing in two harvests a year. With
30 acres of spaghetti trees in full production, his
father branched out, developing hybrid spaghetti
bushes that were planted around the house. They
produced short spaghetti strands that were
separately packaged for people with small
appetites.
Larry helped his father in trying to develop
ravioli trees, but that was a failure—as was
the attempt to crossbreed spaghetti trees with
donuts to produce harvestable macaroni.
However, they did develop a line of spumoni
plants. They were harvested in between spaghetti
harvests, just before sunrise in the winter, when
the air was cool
enough at night to
gel the spumoni.
But the ranch’s
big business was
always in spaghetti.
The harvested
spaghetti dumped
onto a belt that
slowly moved past
the spaghetti
inspectors. Around
the age of 12, Larry
was promoted to
the inspector line—
still too short for
spaghetti harvesting.
Culling the defective stands, they used wooden
sweeps, rather like oversized hair combs, to
straighten the spaghetti for packaging. From
there, the strands passed into a dryer, the gas
flames driving the moisture off the spaghetti
strands to stiffen them. From there, they went
to the packaging department.
Ever the environmentalist, Larry devised
a collector for the dehydrated moisture driven
off by the dryer, decanting the dehydrated
water thus produced into plastic bottles.
This dehydrated water became an instant
bestseller to hikers and outdoor enthusiasts.
Filled with the famous Greenly Spaghetti Ranch

SouthWestWriters.com * 9
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Larry’s Blowout
Retirement Party
January 15th at 7pm
(the regular Tuesday meeting)
Food, Games, Literary Fun and
the Roasting of Larry Greenly
Sign up to bring food for the party
at the Saturday, January 5 meeting!

About Larry Greenly
Besides watching over SWW for a long time, Larry
has achieved high distinctions as a Jack of all Trades...
and Master of many.
Armed with degrees in physics/math, architecture,
civil engineering and chiropractic, Larry Greenly has
led a multi-faceted life as a teacher, engineer and doctor of chiropractic. His career as a freelance writer/
editor of myriad non-fiction articles began over 25
years ago with long-running medical columns in professional journals. Along the way, Greenly garnered a
number of writing awards, including the Parris Award
and a National Federation of Press Women 2nd place
national award for his literary page in a local magazine.
His wife, Edith, has frequently been the target of
his dry wit and has gracefully weathered life with
Larry. Also to her credit, Edith has provided several
years of outstanding service to SWW as treasurer.
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Dehydrated Water, they could be refilled time and
time again.
Larry’s frugal parents, wanting to let nothing go
to waste, had the boys roll the barrels of culled spaghetti into the house, where his mom devised many
ways of serving it. Spaghetti and eggs with fresh
flour tortillas (made from spaghetti flour, of course)
was a favorite breakfast. We sometimes joined them
at lunch for her spaghetti sandwiches. She preferred
the crunchy version.
Her great ambition was to write a spaghetti cookbook, The Panhandle Spaghetti Cookbook, using
her favorite, family-tested recipes. The highlight of
her spaghetti-cooking prowess was undoubtedly
her premier creation, spaghetti stuffing for turkeys
at Thanksgiving and Christmas. Those meals always
included us, the Yawlbins, their cattle-ranching nearest-neighbors. Larry’s dad graciously assigned the
carving of the bird to our father Howie Yawlbin, who
sliced the steaming spaghetti-stuffed turkey with his
favorite Jim Bowie Special machete.
Both of us girls were sweet on Larry, but he started going out with some curly-haired girl named
Edith from the nearby town of Buzzard Bend,
Texas. Inspired by her curly hair, Larry tried to
develop a rotini shrub, but it only sprouted curly
leaves, so he decided to leave the family’s west Texas
Spaghetti Ranch. The other two of the three Greenly
twin brothers stayed on to assume the burdens of
spaghetti ranching.
Larry moved to Buzzard Bend, aiming toward a
career as a fabulist. But due to a misunderstanding,
and a contentious conviction for the murder of the
English language, he was sentenced to the Palabra
Prison in Palabra, Texas. After release, he resolved
to adhere to the best Spaghetti Ranch practice—the
straight and narrow—moved to New Mexico and
joined the SouthWest Writers, there to concentrate
on the writing of hysterical fiction.
We hear that once out of prison, Larry foreswore
eating any kind of cake, because he had heard that
you can’t have your cake and Edith, too.

Do you Facebook?
Most of our members,
especially those actively writing and publishing in any genre, use
social media as a way of marketing their books or stories. One of
the best ways to do that is to post your news and announcements
on the SouthWest Writers Online Facebook page. Because the announcements page on the SWW website does not get very many
hits this is a much better venue!

The Sage Writing
Challenge
FEBRUARY
Advice to the “lovelorn.” Do you remember
those columns? We do, and this month’s
writing challenge is to craft an essay giving
some advice (good, bad, serious or tonguein-cheek) on the topic of your choice. Just
keep it clean folks!
Up to 1,000 words.
The SouthWest Sage newsletter welcomes submissions focusing on all aspects of research,
writing, and publishing in any genre. See past
issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles
we publish.
You have four ways of possibly being included:
• Write an article for the Sage related to the
craft of writing, getting published, etc.
• Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the
monthly writing challenges announced in each
Sage.
• Send in a short story/poem/essay of your
own— on any topic (inclusion in the Sage is
subject to the discretion of the editor).
• Enter artwork/photographs related to writing
in general or accompanying your stories.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the
15th of the month prior to the next issue. Article
lengths from 300-1000 words. Submissions may
be edited for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text
in an email or in a Word document with Times
New Roman, Ariel, or Courier New font in 12 pt.
size. Single spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—the more difficult it is for me to set
it into the newsletter, the less likely I am to print it.

Gratitude and Remembrance
ALICE PATRICIA NEBE
Alice Patricia Nebe, member of
SouthWest Writers through 2014,
passed away on November 1, 2018
at the age of 95.
As part of their celebration of her
life, Alice’s children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren instructed
that those people wishing to remember Alice with flowers should
instead make a donation to SWW in
her name.
The SouthWest Writers board of directors would like to thank the many
individuals who recently contacted
the SWW office with donations in
honor of Alice Nebe.
...Alice was never afraid to chart her
own course, being one of the few
women who continued to work after
the war and eventually earning her
own pension. She was a skilled dancer
and baker, with pies as her specialty.
Alice was known for her great sense of
humor, Jack in the Beanstalk bedtime
stories and, most notably, her unique
and exotic descriptors of food... After
her retirement, she was able to focus
on her passion of writing short stories
and poems. - excerpted from the obituary
of Alice Nebe available online at frenchfunerals.
com.

Send questions or submissions to Kathy Schuit,
SouthWest Sage Editor, sage@swwriters.com
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Taming the Beast:

What to Do with That Frightful First
Draft
By Kirt Hickman

You’ve gotten your first
draft onto paper, but it
doesn’t look anything like
the masterpiece you envisioned. Somewhere along
the way, it took on a life of its own. It became
grotesque: overblown, disorganized, and rife with
inconsistencies. Your writing is flat, your characters
are boring, and your plot contains so many dead
ends it resembles a maze for some masochistic lab
rat. Somehow it got so far out of control that you
can’t imagine how to reign it in.
While this article doesn’t address all of these problems, it will answer this question: What now? Before
you examine the structure of your scenes or the tautness of your dialogue and narrative style, you’ve got
to tame the monster you’ve created. You’ve got to
trim the fat and organize the rest.
To do this, create an index card for each scene. Give
each scene a name and number and write it on the
scene’s card. Then read through your manuscript
and take the following notes on the cards:

Scene Purpose

Each scene must have a purpose; it must advance
the plot or develop character (preferably both). Any
scene that doesn’t is either a digression or it just
conveys information. Delete it. Find another way
to provide the necessary information. Make a note
on the card of any scene you plan to move information to. Ideally, each scene that you keep should also
show conflict between characters, create suspense,
and show how the day-to-day life in your world is
different from your reader’s life. Jot down ideas to
enhance these characteristics of each scene.

Organization

Is the scene an action scene? A romance scene? A dialogue scene? Something else? Write it on the card.
Don’t string too many action scenes in a row. You
want to engage your reader, not fatigue him. Similarly, don’t put several passive scenes together; you’ll
risk boring your reader.
Color-code the title row of your scene cards with
highlighter markers (pink for action scenes, yellow
12 * SouthWest Sage * January 2019

for passive, orange for others) and lay the cards out
on a table with the highlighted title showing. This
will give you a good visual display of the distribution
of the action. Look for scenes that you can move to
create a better balance.

Inconsistencies

As you wrote your first draft you may have made decisions that created inconsistencies in your characters or plot. If so, decide how best to resolve them,
and in which scenes. Note any necessary changes on
your scene cards.

Suspense Elements

A suspense element is any question you’ve raised in
your reader’s mind, any loose end you need to tie up
in another scene. On your scene cards, note the suspense elements you introduced or resolved in each
scene.
Then go back through the cards. On a separate sheet
of paper, list each suspense element. Next to it, write
down the number of the scene in which you introduced it and the number of the scene in which you
resolved it. Did you resolve them all? If not, tie up
each loose end. Either find a scene in which to resolve it, or don’t bring it up in the first place. Make
notes on the appropriate scene cards.

Rewrite Your Scenes

Before you rewrite your scenes, save your manuscript and begin working on a separate draft. If you
decide later that you need something you’ve altered
or deleted, you’ll be able to retrieve the original.
During this rewrite, you’ll throw whole scenes away,
write new scenes, and revise some so extensively
you’ll have to start them over from scratch. Every
scene will need some form of revision. Don’t let this
discourage you. You must trim the fat from your
first draft and bolster the weak or missing elements.
You already know what changes you need to make;
you’ve noted them on your scene cards. Now rewrite
each scene using these notes as
your guide. When you’re done, review your notes to make sure you
didn’t miss anything.
Now your manuscript is ready for
the more detailed editing required
to clean up your scene structure,
narrative style, and dialogue.
Those, however, I must leave for
future articles.

The
Writing
Life:
George R.R. Martin and Lee Child
By Sherri Burr
Writers may feel like pinching themselves when in the company of mega successful authors. I felt this way after trekking
up to Santa Fe on November 11, 2018, to watch the legendary
George R.R. Martin interview Lee Child at the Jean Cocteau
Cinema. Martin is best known for his A Song of Fire and Ice
series that began with Game of Thrones, which became the
HBO television series. Child has written 24 books featuring
the character Jack Reacher. Two of the novels have been turned
into feature films starring actor Tom Cruise.
Martin and Child met at the 2018 ThrillerFest, which bills itself
as the premier conference for thriller enthusiasts. As the 2017 ThrillerMaster award winner, Child presented
the 2018 award to Martin, who invited him to visit Santa Fe. Child started writing after being fired from his
television director job, in which he had contributed to the success of The Jewel in the Crown and Brideshead
Revisted. With about six months of mortgage payments remaining in his bank account, Child wrote The Killing Floor, which launched the Jack Reacher series.
In creating Jack Reacher, Child kept in mind that “Real life is terribly unsatisfactory. We live with frustration.”
He crafted a character that had been market tested for 3,000 years. Think of the loner who rides or walks into
a distressed situation, fixes it, and rides off. While this archetype appeared in Westerns (remember Shane), he
has been around for millennia.
Child said that he was fed up with today’s dysfunctional heroes who struggle with alcoholism or drug addiction. He imagined a character with simple quirks. Reacher travels around the country, often on a bus or hitchhiking, with a toothbrush and a passport in his pocket, and purchases new clothes to replace his soiled ones
every three days. Reacher was an Army major who acquired investigative skills during his 13-year tenure in
the military after graduating from West Point.
In crafting his stories, Child does not outline, and he doesn’t know how his tales will unfold. “A plan would get
in the way,” he said. Sometimes an editor might ask him whether a certain action sequence should have come
before another, but Child responds, “That is not how it was revealed to me.”
Both Child and Martin have superfans who chronicle the adventures of their characters. Child can call a superfan and ask what Reacher was doing on a certain day in a certain year. Martin will check with a superfan to
determine a character’s eye color if a long time has passed since he worked with a character.
Martin expressed admiration that Child writes a book a year, but then he noted that his Song of Fire and Ice
books are about three to four times as long as one of Child’s Reacher novels. Child writes every day that is
SouthWestWriters.com * 13

available to him until the book is finished. Martin
said he can only write in Santa Fe, and only on days
when he doesn’t have other commitments.

Are You Getting the MOST
From Your SWW Membership?

Both men have had their books visualized onto
Hollywood screens. With the Game of Thrones
television series, Martin has written episodes.

SouthWest Writers sponsors
four types of ongoing educational
experiences:

Child consented to the casting of Tom Cruise
whose average height and dark hair theoretically
made him unsuited to play the blond haired, 6’5”
Jack Reacher. Child said he considered the films
to be different properties. Each film’s approximately $120 million production and advertising
budget promoted his books. After two pictures,
however, Child declined to approve further films.
Jack Reacher will next appear on the small screen.
A production company plans to cast an unknown
who fits Reacher’s physical description to play the
role in a television series.

1. All meetings feature SPEAKERS who offer, free of
charge to our members, new insights into the art of
writing.
2. WORKSHOPS are one-time events which take
place after the Saturday meetings. These offer
more extensive presentations and/or hands on
experiences.
3. CLASSES take place at the SWW office and offer
in-depth information useful to authors who are serious about getting published.
4. CONFERENCES are held twice a year and bring
in big name writers, artists, screenwriters, and sometimes publishers or agents.

The two men also discussed viewpoint choices.
While some of the Jack Reacher books were written in the first person, Child found it too restrictive
because then the reader only learns what the hero
discovers. By switching to third person viewpoint,
Child could create additional suspense through
the bad guy’s viewpoint. “Some stories dictate the
third person viewpoint,” he said. Martin’s A Song
of Fire and Ice series changes character viewpoints
by chapter with the character’s name serving as the
chapter title.
Lee Child is a pseudonym for Jim Grant. He chose a
name with warmer associations and the letter “C,” the
beginning letter for a sizable percentage of bestselling
authors’ names. By publishing under a pseudonym,
the copyright on Lee Child’s books expire a predictable 95 years from the date of publication. George
R.R. Martin’s copyrights will expire
70 years following his death, making
the final term of his copyrights unknowable. By one estimate Martin’s
writing empire is worth $65 million
and Child’s is worth $50 million.
Sherri Burr, a Mount Holyoke College, Princeton
University, and Yale Law School graduate, is the
author of 26 books and hundreds of articles. Her
2017 book Entertainment Law in a Nutshell, 4th Edition,
was just translated into Chinese. Burr is president of
New Mexico Press Women.
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Advertise your writing-related products and services.

Advertise your writing-related products and services.
Advertise your writing-related products and services.
Place Your Ad Here

Business Card Size only $20.00
1/4 page, vertical: $40
1/3 page, horizontal: $50
15% discount for 3 months/20% discount for 6 months.
Contact Kathy Schuit: sage@swwriters.com

Ask

Chaucer!

Dear Chaucer,
What is the difference between a dash, an
em-dash and a hyphen? When do you use
each one?
Dasher

separate thoughts in a sentence, as in, “I wondered
how it would be—now that he was gone—between
the two of us.” (This same separation could be performed with parentheses or commas.) An em dash
can also be used in place of other punctuation, such
as semicolons and colons, as in, “We worked together well—that connection made all the difference,”
or , “I gave awards to the three of them—Jim, Alan,
and Sam.” In fiction, an em dash often indicates interruption, as in:
John turned to face her. “I just don’t know—”
“No, you don’t,” Alice said.

Dear Dasher,
Dashes come in three sizes: hyphens (-), en dashes
(–), and em dashes (—). The following is a basic description of their main functions.
The hyphen connects two or more words (or partial
words) that form a single concept, usually acting as
an adjective or adverb. Examples include:
•
•
•

A girl who is three years old is a three-year-old
girl.
People must drive in to a drive-in to watch a
movie.
In the mid-fifties, he changed course midstream.

(Note that, in contrast, an ellipsis […] at the end of
the first sentence would show that John’s dialogue
had tapered off to silence before Alice spoke.)
If you are using Word, the program will auto-correct
as follows:
•
•
•

If you type a hyphen between two words without any spaces, it will remain as a hyphen, as in
three-year.
If you type a space before and after a hyphen, it
will become an en dash, as in June – September.
If you type two hyphens together with no spaces
before or after, it will become an em dash, as in
well—that.

If you are unsure about which nouns to hyphenate,
consult a dictionary.

Otherwise you can use the insert/symbols to insert
en and em dashes.

An en dash performs a different function; it generally denotes a range of time or distance. For example:
“Summer is June – September,” or “Read pages 126
– 139.” An en dash can also be used to connect a
prefix to a proper open (non-hyphenated) noun, as
in pre–World War I.

If you’re still confused about which dash to use, consult the Chicago Manual of Style or other punctuation reference. Happy writing—until next time!

The em dash performs several functions. One is to

Signed,

Chaucer

Attend a SouthWest Writers Meeting

SouthWest Writers members, “Writers Helping Writers,” meet the first Saturday and
the third Tuesday of each month at the Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living, 2801
Louisiana Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 (just north of Menual, entrance is west of
Louisiana). Most meetings include information, edcuation and networking opportunities
for writers. Visitors are welcome.
Saturday meetings start at 10 a.m.
Tuesday meetings start at 7 p.m.
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Introducing
oring
ReVah L

New Office Coordinator

Starting January 2, 2019 ReVah
Loring will be at the SouthWest
Writers office in training with retiring Office Coordinator, Larry
Greenly. Feel free to stop by and offer
a warm welcome!
ReVah is originally from Cape Cod,
MA and is the daughter of Jacqueline
Murray Loring. She has a background
of working in offices in administrative
roles and loves solving problems. She
also enjoys teaching Zumba at Community Centers in Albuquerque’s South Valley and is a
certified Access Bars Practitioner through Access
Consciousness. She appreciates the outdoors and
exploring new places. In November, ReVah and her
partner, Reuben, welcomed their first child.
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Your ad Here will

CIRCUMnavigate THE GLOBE!

A new issue the SouthWest Sage appears online
every month and instantly flies around the world
to thousands of pairs of interested eyes!

Be part of the phenomenon!

Deadline is the 15th of the month for the following
month’s issue. Payment and camera-ready copy (email
as jpg file) are due prior to deadline.

Rates Per Issue

Business Card Size: 2 x 3.5 - $20
1/4 Page: 4.75 x 3.5 (vertical) - $40
1/3 Page: 3.25 x 7.5 (horizontal) - $50

15% discount for 3 months, 20% discount for 6 months

Contact: Kathy Schuit, Sage editor,
sage@swwriters.com.

SHAKE HANDS WITH THE
2019

SouthWest Writers Board of Directors
Executive Committee
President, Rose Marie Kern

Rose Marie Kern has had four books and more than 425 magazine articles published.
Though most of her work is connected with aviation, she also writes about gardening,
solar energy and sustainable living practices. Most SWW members will recognize Rose
as the editor of the SouthWest Sage for the past 5 years and she is the editor of the latest
SWW publication: The SouthWest Sage Anthology.

Vice President, Kimberly Rose

Kim Rose is an EMT and writer. She lives and works in
Albuquerque, NM. She’s been writing all her life, and has
high hopes for where it can take her.

Treasurer, Kent Langsteiner
Kent Langsteiner brings a much needed skill set to keeping this unruly
bunch of literary artists financially stable. This will be his 3rd year as
treasurer for SouthWest Writers.

Secretary, Patricia Walkow

Patricia Walkow is an award-winning author. Her work was honored in the 2016
William Faulkner Literary Competition. A full-length biography, The War Within, the
Story of Josef, won first place awards in national and international competitions. She
writes short stories and essays and has contributed to both online and in-print
anthologies, newspapers, and magazines. Ms. Walkow was a former systems manager
in a Fortune 200 company and is a member of the Corrales Writing Group. She lives
in Corrales with her husband, cats, and one very spoiled dog.
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At Large Board Members
Sarah Baker, Media and PR/Immediate Past President
Sarah writes mystery as S.H. Baker, romance as Sarah Storme, and erotica as
Lydia Parks, and currently has 20 novels, numerous novellas and short stories,
and 3 audiobooks published. She writes for Kensington, Harlequin, Five Star,
Siren Audio and other publishers. She occasionally teaches classes for the
University of New Mexico’s Continuing Education program.
Jennifer Black, Finance (shadowing Kent)
Jennifer Black lives west of Rio Rancho with her husband. She says her list of
writing accomplishments is short: an article published in the Sage Anthology
and First Place in the David Morrell Prize for Fiction through the Albuquerque
Museum’s 2018 Author Festival. She has been self-employed for twelve years
and is looking forward to serving on the SWW board.
Dino De Leyba, Membership
A tough guy with the heart of a poet, Dino de Leyba is a former SWW Treasurer and
board member. He believes a systematic organization-wide approach for continually
improving processes that deliver products and services is necessary for SWW to meet
today’s challenges and prepare for a bright future. He believes SouthWest Writers has
potential to be the premier provider of education and networking opportunities for
writers of all genres.
Melody Groves, Classes and Workshops
Eight-time award-winner Melody Groves is the author of six historical fiction novels,
three non-fiction books. Her dozens of magazine articles appear in Wild West, True
West, New Mexico Magazine, Enchantment Magazine and many more. Past-president
of SouthWest Writers, she’s also a member of Western Writers of America. And when
not writing, she plays rhythm guitar (and tambourine) in the Jammy Time Band.
Sam Moorman, Facilities Manager
Sam Moorman has published poems and stories in various anthologies.
He prints an annual newsletter called Hollyday Times, and is working
on a short story collection called Beginnings. He has a Creative Writing
M.A. from San Francisco State.
Kathy Schuit, Sage/E-lerts
Kathy Schuit’s first attempt at writing and illustrating a children’s picture book resulted
in a second place award in 2018 from the New Mexico Press Women Communications
Contest. Her overlapping careers include journalism, restaurant ownership, and innkeeping. She also serves the National League of American Pen Women as recording
secretary for the local, Yucca branch.
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Paul Shank, Meeting Media and Video
Paul Shank is currently working on a book about healthcare culture and change after
a career in healthcare administration. In his spare time he helps people buy and sell
homes and trains his new dog, Chaco. He has published articles in engineering trade
publications and healthcare administration magazines.

Franchesca Stevens, Volunteer Coordinator
Franchesca Stevens has been a news writer/reporter for “a million years.” She has
worked in TV, radio, and print in New York, North Dakota, and Indiana and most
recently wrote and reported for 17 years for the Albuquerque Journal and Bernalillo
County government. Now retired, she would love to help promote and edit your work.
She can be reached at newmexicowriter@gmail.com and 505.507.9688.

Jim Tritton, Conferences
Retired after a forty-four year career with the Department of Defense including
duty as a carrier-based naval aviator, Jim holds advanced degrees from the University of Southern California and formerly served as a faculty member and National
Security Affairs department chair at the Naval Postgraduate School. His publications
have won him thirty-three writing awards, including the Alfred Thayer Mahan Award
from the Navy League of the U.S. He has published six books and over three hundred
chapters, short stories, essays, articles, and government technical reports. Jim was a
frequent speaker at many military, arms control, and international conferences and has seen his work translated
into Russian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese.
Kathy Wagoner, Website
Kathy Wagoner has been a member of SouthWest Writers since 2006. She is a
previous webmaster and Sage editor and currently posts monthly interviews of SWW
members on the organization’s website. Science fiction and fantasy are the genres she
enjoys writing the most, but in 2012 Casa de Snapdragon Publishing released her first
book (This New Mountain), the memoir of a private investigator and grandmother.

Dan Wetmore, Historian/Awards/Scholarships
Dan Wetmore is a North Carolina transplant who landed in New Mexico after 20 years’
peripatations with the U.S. military, during which he performed tours of duty in a
nuclear missile silo as an ICBM launch officer, as an Instructor of Ethics and Logic at
the US Air Force Academy, launching satellites aboard decommissioned ICBMs, and
overseeing a communications post in southern Turkey. His enduring and endearing
wife, two mischievous sons, one semi-comatose cat and a taciturn, slightly menacing
turtle keep Dan grounded, challenged and grateful. He is the author of My Mother’s
Gentle Unbecoming: The Absenting of Alzheimer’s—Lines from the Sidelines, his first
published book of poetry.
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SouthWest Writers Critique Service

An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:
Cost
• Query letters
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
• Synopses
• Mainstream/literary fiction
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
• Articles
• Genre fiction
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
• Essays
• Children’s Middle-grade
- additional pages are $3.50/page
• Nonfiction books • Young Adult
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
• Book proposals • Screenplays/stageplays
manuscript pages
• Short Stories
• Poetry
- additional pages are $3.50/page
SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered
and any points you want the critique to focus on (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Go to SouthWestWriters.com for guidelines and information on submitting your manuscript to our critique service.

SouthWest Writers Meetings Visitor/Guest Policy

SWW encourages new people to come and look over our award winning writers’ association. However,
since it is our membership dues that pay for the outstanding speakers, we request that visitors or guests
limit their attendance to no more than three meetings, after which we hope they will choose to join the
organization.
Visitors are requested to sign in with name, email and/or phone number and wear a name tag. They will
be invited to stand, introduce themselves and tell what kind of writing they do so that other writers in that
genre can network with them during breaks in the meeting.
The “Successes and Announcements” made at our meetings are limited to SWW members. As always, we
encourage visitors to join SWW—a bargain at only $80 per year.
Do You Have a Published Book?
The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book
covers across the Homepage. If you’d like us to add
yours to the group, feel free to send it to
sage@swwriters.com. No more than one book
cover per author. Can be updated as your next
book comes out. Send a small picture file .jpg no
more than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit
larger than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the
right to edit to fit.

New Book Table Policy

At each of our meetings, a table is provided where
members may display their books for purchase.
Melody Groves and Gayle Laurandunn volunteer
to sit at the table and accept payment for books
sold.
Following the meetings, when authors go to the
table to retrieve their unsold books, they will
receive cash payments for all of their books
that were sold. Cash or check only. No credit
cards unless the author provides their own card
reader. If you would like to be a book table volunteer,
please talk to Melody Groves.
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SWW Office:

3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034
email: SWWriters@juno.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit,
tax exempt 501 (c) (3) organization.

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the
author. Sending them to Sage implies the Sage has
permission to print. Facts, views and opinions
expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions
of the SouthWest Writers organization. SWW
does not necessarily endorse the advertisers.
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