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Kimo Theater: Fact & Folklore
Book Launch

The book launch for Kimo Theater: Fact & Folklore will feature
appearances by several KiMo Theater performing arts personalities. Sponsored by the City of Albuquerque, the event will be free
of charge to the public. SWW members are encouraged to come to the
launch and to help with set
up, seating and in other needed
areas. Volunteers will be able to partake of a pre-event reception. To volunteer,
contact the SWW office at 830-6034 or email
ReVaH, the office manager, at
6:30 p.m.
info@swwriters.com.

WEDNESDAY MAY, 8
SAVE THE DATE
SAVE THE DATE

at the Kimo Theater

First copies of Kimo Theater: Fact & Folklore

At the March 6 SWW meeting, SWW President Rose Kern (center) and Kimo book writer/editor Jacqueline
Murray Loring (right) presented Peggy Herrington with one of the first available copies of the book. Several
years ago Peggy was on fire to memorialize the beautiful and iconic KiMo Theatre. Although she started the
project, a series of difficulties impeded its progress, leaving the book at a dead standstill for more than a year,
until Jacqueline Loring stepped in and picked up
the reins. Jacqueline gathered several writers from
SWW to research the KiMo’s history and interview key persons from its extravagant history.
SWW members Brenda Cole, Kathy Wagoner,
Sam Moorman, Dianne Layden, Mary Dorsey,
and Anne Hillerman participated with historical documentation and personal essays. Connie Speigel, the daughter of Past President Rob
Speigel, included a piece about the theatre’s
child ghost, Bobby. Jacqueline spent hours rifling
through the historical archives at UNM and the Albuquerque Journal, gathering more than 100 photographs. Rose Marie Kern helped with the final
formatting and uploading to Ingram Spark Publishing. The book will be available on Amazon for
$25, but copies are available to the SWW members
for $15 at meetings or in the SWW office.
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The President’s Corner
Exciting news! The KiMo Theatre Book Launch will be at the KiMo
Theater, May 8 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Over the past several years, I have wanted to find a group of people I trust
who I could work with to improve my writing. This is the nature of a writer’s
critique group. While SWW provides a lot of good information, classes, and
workshops to its members, there is something to be said for a smaller group
working in a more intimate setting when it comes to improving our work.
The last Tuesday meeting was very well attended by people interested in
what the Critique Group Panel had to say. The group brought up the fact
that, for this method to be successful, the members have to regularly meet
and they have to be able to trust each other to read and critique others’ work
in a positive, supportive way. Critique, not criticize.
That is the part most difficult for many to learn—how to express an opinion on someone else’s writing in
a positive fashion that encourages them to polish their skills. It is easy to say you don’t like something, or
feel it is wrong, but that only serves to make the author withdraw. Good critique members show interest
while making recommendations.
After the meeting, about a dozen people left their names and contact information in the hopes that SWW
might facilitate the formation of more critique groups. To me it is obvious that this is a service that is
needed and necessary, which we will be looking into.
By the way, if you live in the South Valley area and want to form a critique group, let’s talk!

Rose Marie
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Saturday, April 6
Meeting 10 a.m. - noon
with Dan Wetmore presenting

The Pros and Cons of Non-Prose
In honor of Poetry Month, this presentation will look at some
of the challenges faced by both readers and writers of poetry;
owing to poetry’s form and typical content. At the same time,
the unique demands of poetry offer a means of honing skills that
is not always afforded by prose. Whether you are a writer of verse
pursuing poetry as an end in itself, or a writer of prose engaging
in poetry simply as an exercise, you will find that some attention
to poetry can enhance your ability to communicate on paper and
in person.

Dan Wetmore is a retired Air Force Officer who, finding himself with time on his hands, is working to transform a
life-long avocation into a second vocation. He’s been a member of Southwest Writers for three years. He has published one book of poetry, My Mother’s Gentle Unbecoming -The Absentings of Alzheimer’s, which was in a four-way
tie for first place in the New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards, and has had poems and short stories appear in various
collections, including high school and college literary anthologies, the Saint Andrews Review, and most recently the
Southwest Writers Sage Anthology. He is currently working on his first novel.

Workshop, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Finding Online Work
presented by Rob Spiegel

While the magazine and newspaper markets are
shrinking, the online writing market continues to
expand. The opportunities are endless, especially since it no longer matters where you live. You
can write about almost anything and get paid for
it online. This class will teach students how to find
writing opportunities that match their skills and
knowledge, whether it’s gardening talent or sales
know-how. We will explore online markets during this workshop, with a particular focus
on markets that are seeking new writers.
Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living Conference Room
Rob Spiegel has been writing for
(immediately following the meeting)
40 years. He makes his living as
a journalist, serving as senior
$20 SWW members, $30 nonmembers
editor for Design News, an
international trade magazine.
He has published fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. He has published six books with major publishers
such as St. Martin’s Press. Rob has taught writing at UNM, CNM, Osher, and at dozens of writing conferences
across the country. For 10 years, he owned a magazine (Chile Pepper) and a book publishing company. His weekly
writing output includes journalism, blogs, webinars, fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction.
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No Choices

April is

by Donald DeNoon

I volunteered for this job
No you didn’t, you were drafted
You think so?
Absolutely, I was too
Who drafted me?
Your mother
When did she do that?
The day you were born
Was anyone else drafted like us?
Everyone was
Was Mom drafted too?
Yes
And her mom?
Yes
Does this go all the way back to Eve?
That’s right
So I didn’t volunteer for this job?
Now you’ve got it
Got what?
The truth of being
Is it okay if I don’t like the truth?
Nothing you can do about it
Is there a way to get un-drafted?
Yes, one, but you’re not going to like it
Why not?
Because you have to die
I have to die?
You do if you don’t like being drafted
What if I change the way I look?
You’ll still be you
What if I just run away?
It won’t work
Even if I go to a different country?
No matter where you go
So I’m drafted for life?
Yep
Isn’t that unfair?
It’s not a matter of being fair
Do you like being drafted?
You get used to it after a while
Is getting used to it the same thing as liking it?
Not exactly
Uh. Will you be my friend?
You really don’t have a choice
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Month
Her Bed

by Yoko Nagamune.
My cat
sleeps during the night
sharing my pillow
at an angle of 30 degrees
to my face.
Her whiskers
tingle my cheek.
At daytime
she takes a nap
on my lap
while I’m working on a poem
at my computer.
Her long tan tail hangs limp
from my lap.
I stretch my arm
to reach the printer
for a freshly inked poem.
One foot short.
I wait for her to wake.
… still
she is in her dream.

Planet Triolet

by Linda Yen
We did not cry with alarm when we saw the signs.
We spoiled the earth and watched the sky turn
Grey—we thought for sure we had more time.
We did not cry with alarm when we saw the signs.
We played the game and thought there’s more to mine
Deep down—until the day the oceans churned.
Too late, we cried with alarm when we saw the signs:
The earth engulfed in flames as cities burned.

The Sage Writing
Challenge
MAY
It’s the month of flowers.
Write a story in which botanicals—
plants, gardens or even plant poisons—
play an important role. Keep it tight, no
more than 1,000 words.
Email to sage@swwriters.com.
CHALLENGE/SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
The SouthWest Sage newsletter welcomes
submissions focusing on all aspects of research,
writing, and publishing in any genre. See past
issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles
we publish.
You have four ways of possibly being included:
•
•
•
•

Write an article for the Sage related to the craft
of writing, getting published, etc.
Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the
monthly writing challenge announced in each
Sage.
Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own—
on any topic (inclusion in the Sage is subject to
the discretion of the editor).
Enter artwork/photographs related to writing in
general or accompanying your stories.

Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th
of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths
from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited
for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text
in an email or in a Word document with Times
New Roman, Ariel, or Courier New font in 12 pt.
size. Single spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—your best chance for publication
lies in making it as easy for me as possible.
Send questions or submissions to Kathy Schuit,
SouthWest Sage Editor,
sage@swwriters.com

continued

One Word

by Kathy Louise Schuit
One word
spoken
in silence, broken
One word
written
on one heart, smitten
One word
told
for glory, bold
One word
received
to minds, believed
One word
in anger
christened
One word
for children
listened
One word
in sanity
raved
One word
of truth
hard-braved
One word
worth repeating
One word
of thought
completing
the honest gift of
One Word.
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Sweltering Morning Stroll in Helsinki
by John D. Emery

Into deep morning shadows I stepped.
The back of my hotel opened onto an ancient alley
that existed long before cars, when only horses and
carriages moved through the human throng.
That morning, nothing moved except an oncoming black Mercedes that quickly vanished into
a waiting garage. Looking the other way, I found
myself facing Helsinki’s principal synagogue; its
greying exterior a reminder of a dark past.
My photographic eyes searched further. Down
a hill were decaying Soviet-era buildings, another
hill, lots of light. I photographed painted figures of
curvy girls on the plaster outside a locked-up bar
and then juxtaposed a skid row mission.
Beyond was a park with landscaping and
some decaying statues to photograph and then,
a sprawling flea market with hundreds of vendor
stalls in a sea of faces for my lens to capture.
These people look like me. I am inconspicuous, I
thought.
With my powerful telephoto lens, I could pry.
Nothing escaped. Everything was a backdrop.
I love this trove...young, old, scruffy, clean. Every
kind of humankind.
I continued to follow where my lens directed;
to the wharf and along the bay—old hotels on one
side, ships from around the world on the other—
gradually winding back towards my starting point,
until an image from beyond a dilapidated trainyard stopped me in my tracks.
My eyes were ...
drawn to a field of crosses
ordered as crosses are
cloaked in a mid-summer’s white deluge
brilliance suffocated darkness
a procession of ghosts
milling slowly toward a destined spot
at the feet of a bearded priest
cloaked in ghastly black
they sought silence
in wooded shade
barely breathing
in the horrid heat
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a question
begging-to-be-answered
stripped away my travel fog
do i pull the trigger
of my loaded camera
do i slip into the photo
rest in this unknown place
its unknown people
knowing only the sameness
of their sorrow
choking on heaviness
i held my breath
ended the moment in a snap
only to look to the left
my eyes fell upon a solitary silhouette
an older woman draped in peasant vestments
in a clearing for all to see
wooden and stiff
before a stark life-sized white cross
her hands and lips genuflected
she knelt – she stood
she prostrated
over and over again and again
pulled into the moment
destiny provided
i was given
a second chance to recollect
that is, if i would

ATTEND A SouthWest
Writers MEETING
SouthWest Writers members, “Writers Helping
Writers,” meet the first Saturday and the third Tuesday of each month at the Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living, 2801 Louisiana Blvd. NE, Albuquerque,
NM 87110 (just north of Menual, entrance is west of
Louisiana). Most meetings include information, edcua-

Tuesday, April 16
7-9 p.m.

tion and networking opportunities for writers. Visitors are
welcome.
Saturday meetings start at 10 a.m.
Tuesday meetings start at 7 p.m.

GREAT POETS of NEW MEXICO

with Jeanne Shannon and Rob Spiegel
Jeanne Shannon has been writing poetry
since childhood. Her work, including fiction
and memoir as well as poetry, has appeared
in numerous small-press and university publications. Among her recent books and chapbooks are At the Horizon Line and In a
Rose Wood Wandering. Her poetry
collection, Summoning, won
the 2016 New Mexico Book
Award, and her novella, The
Sourwood Tree, won a 2018
New Mexico Book Award for fiction. A native of Virginia, she has
lived in Albuquerque since 1969.

MEETING
CALENDAR

GREAT POETS
OF NEW MEXICO

THE PROS AND CONS
OF NON-PROSE
DAN WETMORE
(details on page 3)

10 a.m. - noon

April

Rob Spiegel has been writing for 40 years. He makes his
living as a journalist, serving as senior editor for Design News, an international trade magazine. He has
published fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.
He has published six books with major publishers such as St. Martin’s Press. Rob has
taught writing at UNM, CNM,
Osher, and at dozens of
writing conferences across
the country. For 10 years,
he owned a magazine (Chile
Pepper) and a book publishing company. His weekly writing output includes journalism, blogs, webinars, fiction,
poetry, and creative nonfiction.

6

JEANNE SHANNON
AND ROB SPIEGEL
7-9 p.m.

April

16

DON BULLIS

ADVENTURES
IN RESEARCH:

A Half Century of Digging into the Past
(details in the May SouthWest Sage)

10 a.m. - noon

May

4
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WORKSHOPS & CLASSES
WORKSHOPS
In continuing support of writers’ education,
growth and achievement, SWW sponsors one
workshop each month (directly following the
Saturday meeting). Workshop presenters are
chosen for their expertise in topics related to
writing and/or publishing. Unless otherwise
noted, workshops run from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

S che du l e
CLASSES

Unless otherwise noted, classes are held at
the SWW office, 3200 Carlisle NE (north of
Candelaria).

Sign up in advance by calling the SWW office,
(505) 830-6034 or at a SWW meeting.

Register for classes by calling the SWW office,
(505) 830-6034, or at a SWW meeting.
If you have suggestions for future classes, email
Melody Groves: programs@swwriters.com

April 6

April

Finding Online Work

Writing for Magazines

Presented by Rob Spiegel

May 4

How to Get Into Bookstores

With Steve Brewer and John Hoffsis

Writing a Short Story From Beginning to End
Presented by Johnny Boggs

Military Writing Techniques and Tips
Jim Tritten

Workshop Prices:

$20 SWW Members
$25 Osher Members w/Card
$30 Non-Members

May

Make Money From Writing

June 1

July 6

Instructor: Melody Groves
Two Saturdays, April 20 and 27
9 a.m. - noon
Cost: $79 members/$89 non-members/
$84 Osher

Instructor: Chris Ebock
Saturday, May 18
1-4 p.m.
Cost: $49 members/$59 non-members/
$55 Osher

July

Writing for Children

Instructor: Chris Ebock
Saturday, July 20
1-4 p.m.
Cost: $49 members/$59 non-members/
$55 Osher
Workshop & Class Refund Policy

To ensure that SouthWest Writers can cover the cost of space rental and instructor fees, we have implemented a workshop and class refund policy. If you cancel one week before the workshop or class beginning date you will receive a full
refund. Cancellations after one week prior up to 24 hours prior to the beginning of the workshop or class will receive a
credit only toward a future workshop or class of your choice. If you do not cancel or don’t show up for the workshop or
class you will receive no refund and no credit. For multi-session classes, if you miss a class, you receive no refund. We pay
our instructors based on how many students enroll, so you are part of that roll count if you don’t cancel as detailed above.
If you have any questions or want to let us know what classes or workshops you’d like to have offered, please e-mail the
workshop coordinator at programs@swwriters.com.
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IT OUT
C
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CLAS S ES ENRO LLING NO W

Writing for Magazines: Bagging Your First Magazine Assignment
Thanks to the invention of the Internet, the op
opportunity to write for magazines is almost endless.
With over 9,000 magazines published yearly, in
addition to those online, the world is your oyster.
But, there are tricks to bagging an assignment.
So if you’ve got a good idea but don’t know where to
go or how to start, look no more. This class is for you.
In six hours we’ll cover:
✓ finding your story,
✓ finding the market,
✓ tweaking the same idea
for different magazines,
✓ writing a query that sells,
✓ photo requirements,
✓ approaching an editor.

“The value of learning
(from Melody) far exceeds
the expense…
I am so glad I came. You
have made me better.” —
attendee’s endorsement

And that’s just for starters.
Questions? melodygroves@comcast.net

Make Money From Writing
Few people strike it rich with writing, but it is
possible to make a living as a writer. Thinking
of writing as a business means looking beyond
the highly competitive fiction market. Writers
share the real numbers behind earning a living
wage—through original projects, work for hire,
teaching, editing and speaking. I’ll show exactly
where the money comes from over several years,
discuss what decisions led to an increase in income, and explore how to reach some of the less
obvious markets.
Saturday, May 18
1-4 p.m.
Location: SWW office: 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE,
boardroom
Cost: $49 SWW members; $54 Osher;
$59 non-members
Register at a SWW meeting or call the SWW
office at (505) 830-6034 (Mon.-Thu. 9-12).

with instructor Melody Groves

Eight-time award-winner
Melody Groves is the author of six historical fiction
novels and three nonfiction books. Her dozens of
magazine articles appear
in Wild West, True West,
New Mexico Magazine,
Enchantment Magazine
and many more. Past-president of SouthWest Writers, she’s also a member of Western
Writers of America. And when not writing,
she plays rhythm guitar (and tambourine)
in the Jammy Time Band.
Saturdays: April 20 and 27
9 a.m. – noon
Location: SWW office: 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE,
Suite #114
Cost: $79 for SWW members, $84 Osher,
$89 nonmembers
Register at a SWW meetings or call the SWW
office at (505) 830-6034 (Mon.-Thu. 9-12).

with instructor Chris Eboch
This class is geared for intermediate and professional writers who are looking to make more
income from their writing.
A children’s book author, Chris Eboch is the New
Mexico Regional Advisor for the Society of
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and
a teacher for the Institute of Children’s Literature. She is the sister of screenwriter Douglas
J. Eboch (Sweet
Home Alabama).
Chris lives in Socorro, where she
enjoyshiking,reading, and watching
the sunset from the
patio.
Minimum class size: 6 No maximum
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THANK YOU

A big thank you to SWW member Roger Floyd,
who absorbed the expense and volunteered his
time and talents in building a new outdoor sign to
direct people to the meeting hall.

U.S. Supreme Court
Update to Copyright
Regulations

On March 5, 2019, the U.S. Supreme
Court affirmed that anyone wishing to file
a lawsuit for copyright infringement must
have a final, registered copyright with the
U.S. Copyright Office. This specifies that
a mere application for registration is not
enough.
Copyright claimants may have already
filed an application, which may take
months, but unless the registration is
complete, the claimant may not file a suit.
Normally, filing a copyright costs between
$35 and $55 in government fees and processing time is about 6-7 months. Expedited processing (1-2 weeks) is available
at a cost 0f $800, plus an extra $550 for
some documents services.
- by Rose Marie Kern

MAKE A DONATION!

Your donation
to SWW (a
nonprofit, tax
exempt 501 (c)
(3) organization) is a tax
deductible gift
that benefits
writers!

Ways to give:
•

•
•

Earmark a donation for a specific cause
like the scholarship fund (enable a writer
who may not otherwise afford membership), or to the Bob Gassaway Student
Writer Grant (give a boost to a motivated
high school or college student who would
like to become a member),
leave a bequest or instructions for friends
and loved ones to remember SWW in lieu
of flowers when they remember you,
donate to celebrate birthdays, holidays or
for no reason at all!

Donations are accepted at the SWW office, 3200 Carlisle Blvd. NE, Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM 87110,
or online through the SouthWest Writers website,
SouthWestWriters.com, click the donation tab and fill
out the form to process your donation.

Keep the Snack Table Stocked!
you SLICED it
or SEARED it
or SEIVED it
or STEAMED it
You shared it.

Thank You
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bring ‘em, Take ‘em
For the past couple years SWW members have
given a lot of books to the organization. These
books, placed on the piano for easy perusal, became the centerpiece of the Door Prize giveaway.
Recently, members have been bringing even more
books—an embarrassment of riches. So, it’s time to
end the drawing and simply have a place at meetings where members can leave books they want to
redistribute and take some that look of interest. Instead of the piano, a round table in the hall will be
designated for book sharing. In order to give others a chance to check out the selection, please don’t
take more than two books per meeting. Feel free to
bring in any books or magazines that are not completely tattered. Once books are placed on the table
as a donation, SWW reserves the right to remove/
destroy or pass on to libraries any books that are
left at meeting’s end.

Suggestion Box
Many times at meetings, members come up with
suggestions for SouthWest Writers but don’t know
where or to whom they should be addressed. Board
members need and want member suggestions, but
at meetings they are often focused on their duties
and the running of the meeting, so suggestions
given to them at that time could be accidentally
misplaced.
There is now a Suggestion Box!
It will be located at the Business Table where
members can easily drop in their ideas. After the
meetings, suggestions will be taken to the office
and sent to the appropriate board member for consideration.
Thank you for putting your suggestions in the
Suggestion Box!

Bring A Friend

Membership Drive and Prize Drawing

Do you have friends or relatives who are interest
interested in becoming an author or increasing the writing
skills they already have? Bring them to our meetings!
Starting with the meeting on April 6, every time
you bring a guest to a SWW meeting you will be
able to enter a drawing for prizes to be awarded at
the Saturday meeting in December. Prizes include
one year’s free membership to SWW as well as gift
certificates for SWW workshops and to bookstores.
You cannot claim the same person as a guest
more than once. Sponsored guests, along with their
member/sponsors, must sign in at the Guest Table
near the front door before attending each meeting.

SWW Directory of Professionals
The SWW office frequently gets calls from people
who are looking for help with their stories, books,
editing, websites and all the other elements related
to the craft and business of writing. We know that
many members do these things professionally, but
we don’t know who you are!
To this end, SWW is creating a Directory of
Professionals with listings limited to “members
only.” This is in the initial stages so we are still
putting together all the possible categories it
could contain. If you are interested in having
your services listed please fill out the form at
this web address:
https://goo.gl/forms/PXk4Sik0Ohs7rJWo2
Once we have hammered out the requirements and
format, you will be given an opportunity to advertise
your services more completely.

A Marketing Option
Member Jeff Candelaria can facilitate book launches or signing events at local restaurants
for a fee. If you are interested, contact him at Jeffrey.candy77@gmail.com.
*SWW Recommendation: For maximum exposure you may wish to partner with other
SWW member/authors who write in the same genre. www.konnectionnow.com
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These Folks Joined SWW in February!

Seek them out, shake their hands, invite them to stay awhile.
Jodi Lea Stewart
Stan Corvin, Jr.
Marisa Castaneda
Caroline LeBlanc
Vicky Ramakka
Patricia de Graaff
Nick Pappas
Janice Myers
Marilyn Hill
Julie Dunleavy

Write to the Finish 2019

Online Course for Writers Working on a Book Project

Led by award-winning writers Sean W. Murphy & Tania Casselle
Starts May 4 - taking registrations now – early bird discount through April 5
A nine-month, online course by email & phone. You can take part wherever you are. Nobody can write
your book for you, but you don’t have to be alone in the process. Write to the Finish supports you through
the challenge of writing a book with craft, community, focus and feedback. Includes a full manuscript
critique, online seminar days, craft lessons and writing exercises, coaching calls with published authors.
(Support on marketing too if you’re at that stage.) Open to fiction and nonfiction/memoir writers whether
starting your book idea from scratch or finishing a work in progress. This small group course only runs
once a year - now in our 14th successful year of helping people write their books.
Info and testimonials by previous participants at Tania Casselle’s website:
http://tinyurl.com/murphycassellewritetothefinish, and at National Endowment for the Arts Creative Writing Fellow & frequent SWW presenter Sean Murphy’s website: http://www.murphyzen.com/events.htm
Or email wordworkers@juno.com for course outline and all details.

CO-WRITER/RESEARCHER WANTED

Un-Fake News is the working title of a photographic chronology documenting media coverage of the
rise of Donald Trump to and through his presidency.
Seeking a co-writer and researcher to help with text and the establishment of timeline accuracy.
If you are a Democrat who feels strongly about revealing the truth, who can provide samples of
nonfiction writing skills, and who enjoys research, email Vivien: vivien9@q.com
12* SouthWest Sage * April 2019

The
Writing
Life

Craft Lessons from Watching Tennis
By Sherri Burr
In March 2019, I drove to Indian Wells, California, to watch live
tennis played by the greats and the goods, the strivers and the
struggling. Writers can likewise be categorized, and there are
lessons we can learn from athletes playing individual sports.
Here are five observations that can assist in your writing game.

Lesson 1: Keep the object of your desire in play.
A tennis player must keep action going by either returning the opponent’s ball into the court or hitting a winner that the opponent
cannot return. If a player hits the ball out of bounds, then the point goes to the opponent. Similarly,
writers have to keep writing. While vacations provide much needed respite between projects, the authors
must soon start the next project. Successful authors, like Lee Child (the Jack Reacher series) write the
next book while out promoting the most recently published. They plan the next book or article before
the current one is published. Thus authors, like tennis players, have to think ahead to their next play.
Lesson 2: Prepare
The greatest tennis stars are always practicing their sport. They practice before and after matches. They
practice to perfect what they are good at and to correct their weaknesses. They practice their game plan
for the next opponent. Writers must research their projects, and constantly write. Even if they do not have
a deadline, they can write “morning pages” as described in the book The Artist Way. Authors planning to
promote their books can practice attending lectures and giving speeches to small groups. All practicing
improves craft.
Lesson 3: Protect the Body
Athletes prime their body with nutritious food, exercise, and restorative sleep. The latter is an understated
source of energy, yet consider that many great tennis players like Roger Federer and good ones like Kei
Nishikori sleep between nine and eleven hours during a 24-hour cycle. They believe a rested body leads
to an in-tuned mind. I have noticed the difference between writing after a good night’s rest versus a restless night. With the former, I arrive at my office ready to put fingers to the keyboard and work toward my
daily goals. When I have had only six hours of sleep, I struggle. Restoring your body restores your mind.
Lesson 4: Practice Patience
Watching Kei Nishikori play tennis was a study in patience. When he let the opponent’s ball drop before
taking a swing, his ball landed artfully out of range. When he rushed to hit the ball out of the air, the ball
landed beyond the lines and resulted in points for his opponent. One challenge for writers is to make sure
to leave plenty of time to revise materials or hire copy editors for our big projects. The longer we work on a
project, the harder it is to spot typographical and grammatical errors. So reserve time to either catch mistakes yourself or to retain someone to assist you so that the final product presents your best quality.
Lesson 5: Employ Selective Amnesia to Let Go
of Mistakes and Move on
Tennis great Pete Sampras, the winner of 14 grand
slam tennis titles, once advised that tennis players
need “selective amnesia,” to shake off the disappointments of a missed ball, a lost service game,
or a lost set. If they don’t release regrets, it can affect the next point, game, or set and cause them

Sherri Burr is the author of 26 books, president of New
Mexico Press Women, and Third Vice President of the
Aaron Burr Association. She holds degrees from Mount
Holyoke College, Princeton University, and the Yale Law
School. Her next book, Complicated Lives: Free Blacks in
Virginia, 1619-1865, will be published in August 2019 to
coordinate with celebrations of the 400th anniversary of
Africans arriving on the shores of Virginia.
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Travelogue
SWW

Tennis, con’t

to lose a match. For example, after Kei Nishikori
won the first set, he played skillfully enough in the
second set to earn several break points against his
opponent’s serve. If Nishikori had won either of the
breakpoints, he could have claimed the game and
the opportunity to serve out the match. Instead, he
lost all of his breakpoint opportunities, his energy
dramatically declined, and he sacrificed his next
service game. The opponent won the set and the
match.
Life presents many discontents. Writers frequently
have articles and books rejected. The best approach
when manuscripts receive rejections is to email or
send them out again within 48-hours. Don’t stew
over the results. Focus, and get back in the game!

I Make People Look

at what you’ve made.
Book Covers & Image Design

kalouschu@gmail.com
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Have you ever chosen to travel to
a specific destination just because
you read about it in a work of fiction or because a favorite author had some connection to that place?
Write a travel article about where you went, what
you did, which book or short story inspired you
to go there (make sure you tell us who wrote it),
and how the trip met, exceeded or failed to meet
your expectations.
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th
of the month prior to the next issue. Article lengths
from 300-1000 words. Submissions may be edited
for accuracy, readability and length.
Please send all submissions as either standard text
in an email or in a Word document with Times
New Roman, Ariel, or Courier New font in 12 pt.
size. Single spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts—your best chance for publication lies
in making it as easy for me as possible. Read and
follow ALL the guidlines.
Email questions or submissions to:
Kathy Schuit, Editor, SouthWest Sage
sage@swwriters.com
Include pictures if you’ve got ‘em!

Bella Begins
by J. S. Neil

SWW Working to Help You Find a Critique Group
Are you looking for a critique group? Apparently,
so are a lot of other SWW members.
Nearly 60 people attended the Tuesday, March 19,
meeting, which featured a panel discussion by Past
President Sarah Baker’s own critique group.
Panelist Mike Stern told attendees that, before getting
into a critique group, it’s important to ask yourself why
you want to join one.
Writers often get involved with critique groups
to improve their own writing, he said, but you must
also be prepared to help your fellow members with
impartial feedback—“to give up your own ego to
help someone else be better.”
Following the meeting, more than 16 people signed
up for the opportunity to make critique group
connections through SWW.
But we can’t just send out personal information
willy nilly.
So, the SWW Board of Directors is working toward a plan to facilitate critique group link-ups while
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preserving the privacy of interested individuals and
their contact information.
As soon as there’s a workable blueprint for putting together existing groups with potential new
members and for facilitating the start of new
groups, the SouthWest Sage and the SWW website
will be updated with the information to help you
find a suitable critique group.
In the meantime, consider these points, brought
up by the Critique Group Panel, for making your
critique group experience as successful as possible:
•
•
•

Commit to meeting regularly. You need to
show up for the sake of others’ work as well as
when your own story is on the table.
Critique, don’t criticize. Members’ trust in
each other to read and critique in a positive,
supportive way is vital to everyone’s success.
When making reccommendations, show genuine interest in the work you are citiqueing as
well as for the individual who wrote it.

Regrettably, this month we announce the retirement of Chaucer.
New pursuits have called and Chaucer must follow the muse.
Eliza Haywood

Ask

Chaucer!

However, fortune continues to smile on SouthWest Writers. Eliza Haywood, one

of the founders of the English novel and an outspoken and prolific writer of the
18th century, has agreed to take on the role of writing and grammar advisor to
readers of SouthWest Sage. Haywood wrote about romance, women’s rights, society,
and politics. She is especially known for her amatory fiction and sharp wit.

Welcome dear readers. With the retirement

Answers

of our beloved Chaucer from the column,
I have stepped in with the hope that, with
your patience, I will be able to answer your
questions, if only half as well.

Dear Eliza,
My writing feels plain. Should I spice it up with a
thesaurus?
Plain Jane

Dear Jane,

Not necessarily. Your vocabulary is less important
than how you use it. Hemingway, Twain, and
Steinbeck are all known for their use of plain,
every-day language.
What a thesaurus can help you with is finding the
exact words you want. For example, say that one of
your characters is walking down a corridor:
She walked down the hall.
But she is walking in a particular sort of way. You
can picture that walk in your head, and you want
to describe it to your reader as exactly as possible.
Now is when you turn to the thesaurus!
If you have a Roget’s Thesaurus, you can turn to
walk in the index at the back, which will direct you
to a category like “Travel.” Sometimes categories
and sub-categories are indicated with a number, such as 266.2. Turn to the page for that category or number. (If you have an alphabetical
thesaurus you can just turn to walk directly.)
Here we have a number of alternatives with
different shades of meaning. Consider:
She strolled down the hall.
She tramped down the hall.
She stalked down the hall.
Each of these sentences tells you something
different about the person walking and the
mood that person is in. Without lengthening

- Eliza Haywood

the sentence, replacing walked serves a twofold purpose; it gives you more information
and adds clarity to the situation.
Be wary of words that sound fancy but don’t add
anything to your writing. The thesaurus also offers
these options:
She perambulated down the hall.
She promenaded down the hall.
What delightfully fancy words! But do they add
meaning? Promenaded means almost the same
as strolled, but is done in a public place(which a
hallway is usually not). Perambulated is basically
the same as walked around. If your writing has a
tone of Victorian England to it these words might
fit in well. Usually, though, they are going to sound
stilted or pompous, and can easily be replaced with
more common words.
In general, use the simplest word with the most
meaning. Never add a word you aren’t familiar
with or which doesn’t add meaning just because
it sounds fancy. And always use a plainer word if
that word best describes the situation. Sometimes
a walk is just a walk.
Signed,

Eliza
Eliza Haywood Answers is written by SWW member
Sarah Rowe. Sarah is an independent book editor
specializing in science fiction and fantasy.
Email her at Sarah_Rowe@outlook.com
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Time To Attend
a Writers Conference?
Navigating the Publishing Landscape

HOSTED BY: University of New Mexico Continuing Education
DATE: April 13
PLACE: UNM Continuing Ed Conference Center
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: ce.unm.edu/WritersConference
505-277-0077

A Salute to the New Mexico Film and Media Industries.
HOSTED BY: New Mexico Press Women
DATE: April 26-27
PLACE: Four Hills Country Club, the Canyon Club
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: http://newmexicopresswomen.org

Business Bootcamp for Writers

HOSTED BY: The Santa Fe Authors Guild Foundation
DATE: May 19
A FREE one-day program for early-to-mid-career writers. It will cover publishing topics
from traditional to independent in many genres.
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: https://www.authorsguild.org/whats-new/
seminars-member-events/business-bootcamps-for-writers

Moving up the Ladder: From Writer to Author

HOSTED BY: SouthWest Writers and Military Writers Society of America
DATE: September 12 -15
PLACE: Hotel Albuqueque
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: https://www.mwsadispatches.com/events/2019/
conference#signup

Kauai Writers Conference

DATE: November 4-10, 2019
PLACE: Kauai, Hawaii
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: kauaiwritersconference.com
SouthWest Writers members recieve a 20% discount by entering the code WG789

A Celebration of Writing

HOSTED BY: Albuquerque Museum Foundation
DATE: November 8
PLACE: Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Road NW,
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: writing@albuquerquemuseum.org 505-842-0111
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MOVING UP THE LADDER:
From Writer to Author

2019 SWW/MWSA JOINT
WRITING CONFERENCE

September 13-15, 2019
Hotel Albuquerque

Truman Capote once commented, when asked his opinion of the work of Jack Kerouac—who never looks back after
committing words to paper: “That’s not writing, that’s typing.”
Join us this September for the writing conference of the year, featuring sessions with master authors, editors, and
teachers whose only goal will be to help you on your journey to become the author that you can be.
Included are presentations and panel discussions on such devices and conventions of creative writing as developing
characters and conflicts, the elements of memoirs and biographies, planning and structuring of fiction and non-fiction
books, honing your craft, and, the importance of editing.
The featured speakers include award-winning authors together with members just like you who will share their
secrets from a life spent in the literary trenches. And… the Redline Coffee Cup: you will be given the opportunity to
send a chapter of your work in progress for review by a published author who will in turn have a private one-on-one
session with you.
The Military Writers Society of America’s conference is one of the most author-accessible events in the U.S. You
will be able to meet and have in-depth conversations with award-winning published authors. Southwest Writers is
renowned as one of the finest writing groups in the country, a collection of authors who help authors.
So, if you’re ready to take your work to the next level, to move from typist to writer to author, join us in Albuquerque
this September.
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/events/378767359543298/ or contact Jim Tritten at:
jimtritten@comcast.net

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION OPEN

Because MWSA members will travel to Albuquerque from all over the United States, MWSA opened their registration early, before setting the conference agenda. Now, SWW has also opened its website to members who choose to
register early. The conference agenda should be posted by June. It will include topics, presented by acclaimed authors
and editors, that are of interest to anyone wanting to turn their writing into a career, .
With many SWW members expressing their desire to see the agenda prior to signing up, the early bird
registration cut off date will extend into July. Keep posted for the latest news!

CALL FOR PRESENTERS

FOR THE 2019 JOINT WRITING CONFERENCE
MWSA and SWW invite you to submit your proposal to be a faculty member of this exciting program.
The conference will consist of two full days of panels and presentations that will focus on:
developing the skills, devices, and conventions of creative writing, the essence of successful writing in the genres, including
suspense, historical fiction, non-fiction, poetry, memoir, and others strategies and developments in marketing your work, and
fellowship with other writers and published authors who have traveled the path that you have chosen.

How to Submit Your Proposal
Send a written submission by May 1, 2019 by email to: Jim Tritten jimtritten@comcast.net
State in the subject line: “My submission to be a presenter at the 2019 joint MWSA/SWW Albuquerque Writing
Conference.”
The submission should contain:
1. Your name and contact information
2. A description of what subject or topic you would like to teach, such as a 45-50 minute presentation on the elements
of storytelling, writing a memoir or non-fiction piece, working with characters and dialogue. Include total time of
presentation including Q&A.
3. Your experience in having previously presented on this or a similar topic
4. Your experience as a writer
5. Course aids, such as hand-outs, projector and screen, or other equipment you may need
Notes: Please specify the amount of time needed for the presentation, including time for questions and answers. If
you previously submitted an RFP to MWSA for the VA workshop and were told the proposal would be included for
the joint writing conference, there is no need to submit again.
Deadline: Please send in your proposals via email by May 1, 2019
If your presentation is accepted, you must agree to register for and attend the conference. Registration prices can be
found at https://www.mwsadispatches.com/events/2019/conference#signup
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Writing
Contests You

Can

Enter
NOW

SouthWest Writers

Short Prose & Poetry Writing Contest
Deadline: Midnight April 30, 2019
Entry details: SouthWestWriters.com

New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards

Deadline: July 1, 2019
Entry details:
http://nmbookcoop.com/BookAwards

Word Sculptures Flash Fiction

Deadline: April 15
Entry details:
http://www.pikespeakpenwomen.com/submission-guidelines/

53-Word Story Contest
53 words, no more, no less
Deadline: 21st of each month
Entry Details: press53.com

A Celebration of Writing

Albuquerque Museum Foundation
Competition open to unpublished and published authors in fiction and non-fiction, and to published authors
in poetry. Open to all New Mexico residents.
Deadlines: Published Poetry — 6/1/19, Published Fiction and Non-fiction — 6/1/19
Unpublished Fiction and Non-fiction — 8/31/19
Entry Details: albuquerquemuseum.org 505-8942-0111

CALL FOR ANTHOLOGY SUBMISSIONS
New Mexico Remembers 9/11 (Working Title)

Publication date 9/11/2021 - to be published on the 20th anniversary of 9/11/2001
Looking for submissions of poetry and non-fiction prose about the terrorist attacks of 9/11/2001.
Did the events affect your job? Were you separated from those you loved and unable to get back to them
for a few days? Did you know someone who perished in the terrorist attacks? Did the events change your
life in a significant way? Did the aftermath renew your patriotism as an American? Did it plunge you into
depression? Did you or someone you know join the military as a result of the attacks?
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: You must be a member of SouthWest Writers.
SPECIFICS, PROSE: no more than 3,000 words; no more than 2 entries
SPECIFICS, POETRY: Any form, but no longer than 100 lines (long poems with only a few words on a page
will not be selected); no more than 2 entries
DEADLINE: Deadline to submit work is June 30, 2019. (Other groups may be approached for submissions
before that date, but SWW members heard it first!)
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: Full submission guidelines will be sent via e-mail to those who express an
interest in participating in the anthology.
FREE COPIES: Authors whose work is selected for publication will receive one free copy of the book and
the opportunity to purchase some at a reduced rate. You’ll have bragging rights, too.
INTERESTED? Patricia Walkow e-mail: walkowpc@earthlink.net
phone: 505-897-9926 or 505-235-3703
SWW Meeting: contact Pat directly or take an entry form from a table
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WRITERS
WELCOMES
HOPEFUL AND
PUBLISHED
WRITERS

SouthWest Writers Board of Directors

SW
W
Rose Marie Kern, President
Melody Groves, Vice President
Kent Langsteiner, Treasurer
Patricia Walkow, Secretary
Sarah Baker, Media/Public Relations
Jennifer Black, Finance
Elizabeth Layton, Digital Media
Dino De Leyba, Membership
Sam Moorman, Facilities Manager
Kathy Schuit, Sage Editor
Paul Shank, Meeting Media and Video
Franchesca Stevens, Volunteer Coordinator
Jim Tritten, Conferences
Kathy Wagoner, Website
Dan Wetmore, Historian/Awards/Scholarships
The SWW Board of Directors meets on the
first Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8 p.m.
at Chez Axel restaurant located on the northeast corner of Montgomery and San Pedro.
Members may attend.

Your ad Here will

CIRCUMnavigate THE GLOBE!

A new issue the SouthWest Sage appears online
every month and instantly flies around the world
to thousands of pairs of interested eyes!

Be part of the phenomenon!

Deadline is the 15th of the month for the following month’s issue. Payment and camera-ready copy
(email as jpg file) are due prior to deadline.

Rates Per Issue

Business Card Size: 2 x 3.5 - $20
1/4 Page: 4.75 x 3.5 (vertical) - $40
1/3 Page: 3.25 x 7.5 (horizontal) - $50

15% discount for 3 months, 20% discount for 6 months

Contact: Kathy Schuit, Sage editor,
sage@swwriters.com.

Annual membership includes:
• 23 meetings annually with opportunities
for large-scale networking as well as presentations by acclaimed writers, editors, or
publishers.
• Your personal author page on the SWW
website.
• A link on the SWW website to your personal
homepage.
• The SouthWest Sage Newsletter – in addition to providing organizational news to
members, it also offers writing challenges
and opportunities to be published.
• Discounted prices for writing-related conferences, classes and workshops sponsored
by SWW.
• Opportunities on both the website and in
meetings to make announcements about
your successes or personal, upcoming writing events.
• Discounts at selected local businesses.

•
•
•
•

GIVE TO OTHER WRITERS:

Invite a guest to a meeting.
Encourage guests to become members so
they too can enjoy the many benefits SWW
offers.
Give annual SWW memberships as gifts to
the writers you know.
Donate an annual SWW membership or
partial membership to the SWW scholarship fund.

Annual SouthWest Writers Membership:
Individual: $80
Student: $25 (requires proof of student status)
Outside U.S.: $75
Lifetime Membership: $750
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SouthWest Writers Critique Service

An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:
Cost
• Query letters
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
• Synopses
• Mainstream/literary fiction
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
• Articles
• Genre fiction
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
• Essays
• Children’s Middle-grade
- additional pages are $3.50/page
• Nonfiction books • Young Adult
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced
• Book proposals • Screenplays/stageplays
manuscript pages
• Short Stories
• Poetry
- additional pages are $3.50/page

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and any
points you want the critique to address (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Guidelines and information on
submitting your manuscript to our critique service can be found on the SWW website: SouthWestWriters.com

SouthWest Writers Meetings Visitor/Guest Policy

SWW encourages new people to come and look over our award-winning writers’ association. However,
since it is our membership dues that pay for the outstanding speakers, we request that visitors or guests
limit their attendance to no more than three meetings, after which we hope they will choose to join the
organization.
Visitors are requested to sign in with name, email and/or phone number and wear a name tag. They will
be invited to stand, introduce themselves and tell what kind of writing they do so that other writers in that
genre can network with them during breaks in the meeting.
The “Successes and Announcements” made at our meetings are limited to SWW members. As always, we
encourage visitors to join SWW—a bargain at only $80 per year.
Do You Have a Published Book?
The SouthWest Writers Website scrolls member book
covers across the Homepage. If you’d like us to add
yours to the group, feel free to send it to
sage@swwriters.com. No more than one book
cover per author. Can be updated as your next
book comes out. Send a small picture file .jpg no
more than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit
larger than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the
right to edit to fit.

Book Table Policy

At each of our meetings, a table is provided where
members may display their books for purchase.
Melody Groves and Gayle Laurandunn volunteer
to sit at the table and accept payment for books
sold.
Following the meetings, when authors go to the
table to retrieve their unsold books, they will
receive cash payments for all of their books
that were sold. Cash or check only. No credit
cards unless the author provides their own card
reader. If you would like to be a book table volunteer,
please talk to Melody Groves.
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SWW Office:

3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034
email: info@swwriters.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, a nonprofit,
tax exempt 501 (c) (3) organization.

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author. Sending
them to Sage implies the Sage has permission to print. Facts,
views and opinions expressed are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of the
SouthWest Writers organization. SWW does not necessarily
endorse the advertisers.
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