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•Why is copyright good?

•Copyright laws protect the rights of the author, 
artist or other originator of a creative work to 
control when and how his work can be copied 
and disseminated, and it prevents others from 
appropriating the work without permission



What Does A Copyright Do?

•Your work is acknowledged to be your work from 
the time you set pen to paper or snap the 
picture – that is what copyright means.  

•Registering a copyright ensures that if someone 
else steals your work, you can prove that you 
thought it up and set it on paper before the 
other entity did. 



At What Point Should You Copyright?
• You can request a copyright up to a month before it is 

published or anytime after it is published.

• You have one month to mail a finished printed copy or 
email a .pdf of the work to the Library of Congress

• You can email the .pdf without the cover – just the 
work itself



Copyrighting before the work is published 
means that if someone else views your 
published work and tries to steal it, you are 
ready for them. 



Why send book in .pdf without the cover?

•This means that you don’t have to 
acknowledge or include 
reviews/comments/artwork of anyone 
who adds to the cover in the copyright. 



Should I re-copyright a book that I have 
updated?

•Not unless there are major changes.

•You can send in the book then do some final 
edits and proofreading without having to 
copyright it over again. 



I have written a series of books which I have 
never had copyrighted…can I pay one price 
and copyright them all at once?

•NO.  You used to be able to do this, but the 
rules have changed.  Now each book must 
be done and paid for separately.



If I send in a registration is the copyright 
automatically approved?
•NO.  The Library of Congress staff will scan key 
elements of the book to see if it infringes on 
another person’s work.  

•They will also check to see if someone in the 
book is quoted without being acknowledged as a 
contributor.



eco.copyright.gov

Library of Congress
Copyright website







What is a Literary Work

Do you want to copyright 
all these things at $55 
each?

(Are you worried that 
someone else wants to 
claim any of it?) 



The Left Hand Menu has a lot of 
information, what we are doing 
today is simply a Standard 
Application which is used for a 
single book. 



You are not done with 
application until all elements 
on the checklist are marked 
and payment made.

Clicking on each element 
hyperlinks you to that page. 









ONLY ONE of these 
two boxes must have 
information – if both 
do the screen will 
show ERROR. 



Check whichever boxes are appropriate if there is 
something else then add on bottom



For Anthologies or if anyone is quoted in the book, their name must appear here.  

























Once you are 
registered with the 
Library of 
Congress, they will 
send information 
and updates 
related to 
copyrights on a 
regular basis. 



More Information can be found at:

https://eco.copyright.gov

https://revisionlegal.com/copyrights/registration-denial

https://www.newmediarights.org/business_models/artist
/what_copyright_law_who_created_it_and_why_do_peo
ple_think_we_need_it

https://revisionlegal.com/copyrights/registration-denial
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