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Congratulations to winners in the 2019 South-
west Writers Annual Writing Contest. Chosen as 
the standouts amoung 114 entries, the top three 
winners in all of the 14 contest categories are listed 
below in alphabetical order according to title. Who 
captured which place will be revealed when the 
medals are presented on Saturday, September 14 at 
the Joint Southwest Writers & Military Writers So-
ciety of America Conference awards banquet. The 

A Broad Abroad
Dana Starr

A Christmas Eve on the Road
Stan Rhine

A Sign of My Times
Marilyn Hill

Airmail to Socorro
Judy Nickell

As I Remember Him
Lawrence Kilham

But What if the Buddhists Got it Wrong?
James Tritten

Comida
Leeanna Torres

Contingency Plan
Mary Therese Ellingwood

Death in the Valley
Ramesh Gopal

Dreamkeeper
K.L. Wagoner

Go Time
Sherene Gross

WRITING CONTEST RESULTS ARE IN!
banquet starts at 6 p.m. at the Hotel Albuquerque 
in Old Town. Anyone wishing to attend, including 
contest winners, must purchase a ticket (available 
at www.southwestwriters.com) for admission. 

Thanks to all who entered (and judged!) and 
made this contest such a success. An anthology of 
first place entries is being published and will be 
available for sale at the banquet. We look forward 
to seeing you there.
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AND THE WINNERS ARE...



Looka Here, Chad
Dana Starr

Me, By Myself, Alone
Linda Yen

Midnight Express
Evelyn Neil

Neal Cochran, His SPPs, and the U.S.’s Nerve-Agent Deterrent
Lee Brown

Not So Funny
Evelyn Neil

Obsession
Chris Allen

Permission
Brenda Cole

Poems
Frank Stephens

Precious Cargo
Sherene Gross

Race to Promontory
Stan Rhine

Red Winter 1945
Charlene Dietz

Roberta and her Luchador
Amara Cudney

Spinach Lasagna
Tammie Lamphere

Stepping Up to Rehab
Elaine Montague

Straight Flush
Robert Edwards

The Artist at the End
Nathan McKenzie

The Fishing Guide
George McFall

The Leaf
Frank Stephens

The Return of the Very Fierce Wolf of Gubbio to Assisi, 1943 CE (and now, 2013 CE)
Alan Bern

The Sewing Box
Sharon Rollins
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      4
5
           7
    9
10
     12
14

 16
 18      
24

26 
27

Unintended Consequences
Vicky Ramakka

Vindicated
Suzanne Byrne

Wish Upon a Star
Kimberly Rose

Woven
Patricia Walkow
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                    President’s Corner

August Meetings and Workshop
         Classes Enrolling Now

               Fishing Lessons                by Sam Moorman

    Shoe-Leather Promotion 
    The Writing Life,  by Sherri Burr

           Revealing Character
    Rivising Fiction,  by Kirt Hickman

       Your Vote Counts,
       2020 Executive Committee
       Nominees

Remember to order your tickets for the Joint SWW/MWSA 
Conference banquet, 
Saturday, September 14 at 6 p.m. 

www.southwestwriters.com

Ask Eliza Haywood 
Writing Questions Answered

Joint SWW/MWSA Conference
Agenda, Schedule, Speakers’ Bios

Conferences and Conventions

Contests You Can Enter Now

Member Information and Policies

Be There When the Placings are Announced!

Do you have a writing-related story, photo 
or illustration to share with SouthWest Sage 
readers? Send it to sage@swwriters.com. 
Publication is not guaranteed but you can 
hedge your bets by reading and following the 
guidelines on PAGE 9.

CONTENTS



The President’s 
Corner     

    Can you believe this heat?  I am looking at a 
digital readout from the mini weather station in my 
vegetable garden – 105 degrees – for the sixth day 
in a row. Every day when I drive down Rio Bravo I 
glance at the Rio Grande and have noted that even 
though it is hot outside the river is still running 
high. Personally, I take inspiration from that fact.
     I love to be out in my yard and garden and, 
with the tomatoes turning and red and green chilis 
on the verge of roasting length, I itch to be more 
active there. But the heat confines me indoors.  
Hmmm….is this a bad thing?  No, the secret to 
being a healthy and happy human being is to take 
each day and figure out what you must do and what 
you can do and find a way to enjoy it.  So I can’t be 
outside for long periods of time. What I can do is…
READ!   And WRITE!   Wahooo!
    At the moment I am working on two books of my 
own and I also find I am enjoying puzzling together 
the next SWW publication – the 2019 Short Prose 
& Poetry Winners Anthology. Believe it or not 

formatting and editing can be fun.  I get to read 
all the winning pieces as I set them in place and 
boy do we have some talent!  You’ve just scrolled 
through the list of story titles and authors – these 
are the top three in each category.  We won’t say 
who won first, second or third until the awards 
banquet on September 14.  
    More than 20 talented and experienced individu-
als served as judges for our contest. Each piece was 
evaluated by at least two people using the same 
scale. If the two scores each story recieved were 
dramatically different, a third judge re-evaluated.  
    What was amazing was that the biggest reason 
stories were scored low was technical. 
1.  The story was not submitted using the contest 
guidelines for style, word length, or font  or 
2.  the story was obviously never proofread – ridic-
ulous misspellings and really bad sentence struc-
ture.  
These things condemned many entries before the 
judges even got to the storyline.  
    To be a professional writer you must pay at-
tention to the details, whether it is a short story, a 
poem or a book.  Your story is important to you, 
and if you want it to be important to a publisher, it 
must follow their guidelines to the letter and meet 
the basics of good writing or it won’t make it past 
the gatekeepers. 
    It is hot outside…if you are stuck indoors, read…
and write…and rewrite.  
  
Rose

or CANDIED it

Keep the Snack Table Stocked!
  you CRUMBLED it 

You shared it.
Thank You

or CUT it

or CREAMED it
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How to Create the Next 
Game of Thrones 

Planning Your Own Epic Series

Jonathan Miller presents

New Mexico’s own George R. R. Martin has 
created the most successful series in HBO history. 
You’ve started or even finished your first book, but 
how do you keep it going through the next books 
with the same characters living and dying in the 
same literary universe. How do you give your read-
ers what they want, without repeating yourself. In 
additon to outlining the multi-book series, Jonathan 
will discuss how to get your series to the right people 
now that Netflix is coming to Albuquerque.

Emotions lie at the core of every character’s 
actions, choices, and words—all of which drive 
the story. What would a story be without emo-
tions? Writers like to think communication is 
mainly through dialogue. But what’s NOT said is 
most important. I’ll discuss various emotions and 
highlight the physical signs, internal sensations, 
mental reactions and how to incorporate them 
into your writing.

I’ll talk about adding emotion to every character 
and every scene. I’ll discuss various emotions and 
highlight the physical signs, internal sensations, 

DON’T BE AFRAID TO CRY:   
Putting Emotions Into Your Characters

Workshop, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

presented by Melody Groves

mental reactions, etc. Along the way I’ll provide 
a few writers’ tips: “Don’t be afraid to challenge 
your character’s morals. Putting them in situations 
that are outside their comfort zone will make them 
squirm, and the reader will too.”
Seven-time award-winning author, MELODY 
GROVES, writes magazine articles, novels, 
non-fiction books, and screenplays. A mem-
ber of Western Writers of America and a SWW 
Parris Award winner, she spends her “spare” 
time, playing rhythm guitar with the Jammy 
Time Band. www.melodygroves.net.

Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living 
Conference Room

(immediately following the meeting)
$20 SWW members, $30 nonmembers

JONATHAN MILLER is the author of the award 
winning, eleven-book and counting Rattlesnake 
Lawyer series. His last novel, Luna Law, was a co-
winner of the Hillerman award for fiction at the 
New Mexico-Arizona book awards.

Saturday, August 3  Meeting,  10 a.m. - noon
Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living
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SouthWest Writers members, “Writers Helping 
Writers,”  meet the first Saturday and the third 
Tuesday of each month at the Albuquerque 
Center for Spiritual Living,  2801 Louisiana Blvd. 
NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 (just north of Menu-

Tuesday, August 20

ATTEND A  SouthWest    
Writers   MEETING

Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Albuquerque Center for Spiritual Living

al, entrance is west of Louisiana). Most meetings include 
information, edcuation and networking opportunities for 
writers. Visitors are welcome.

In order to write authentic historical fiction you 
must know a period of time well enough to dis-
appear daily through a wormhole to the past and 
arrive at the location of your story. There you 
must understand the customs and use the manners 
perfectly enough to be accepted by people walk-
ing the streets (if there are streets) and to dress 
yourself, and to make a living. Robert Vardeman 
and Melody Groves will discuss what historical 
fiction is exactly and how to make it come alive 
in your story.

ROBERT E. VARDEMAN writes westerns under 
many pen names, including Karl Lassiter and Jack-
son Lowry. As Jake Logan he wrote 115 titles in 
the Slocum series and nine as Jon Sharpe in the 
Trailsman series. His work has been nominated for 
various awards, including the Peacemaker Award 
for Sonora Noose and the NM/AZ Book Award 
for China Jack. In 2017, Bob was honored with the 
Western Fictioneers Lifetime Achievement Award. 

with Robert Vardeman & Melody Groves

WRITING AUTHENTIC 
HISTORICAL FICTION

Once a month, at the Tuesday 
night meeting, pre-scheduled, SWW 
member/authors read selections from 
their own work. Attend for the  enter-
tainment, the education and for great 
conversations.

TUESDAY NIGHT MEETINGS FEATURE MEMBER READINGS

Saturday meetings start at 10 a.m.      Tuesday meetings start at 6:30 p.m.

August
Gayle Lauradunn
September
Alexandra Del’Amore and Yoko Tori
October
Terry Hanson and Ray Mock
November
Dan Wetmore

If you want to start 
with a title, check 
out West of the Big 
River: The Artist. For more information, see 
JacksonLowry.Cenotaphroad.com 

A full-time freelance writer, MELODY GROVES 
pens anything Western. Winner of numerous writ-
ing awards, she is the author of award-winning She 
Was Sheriff, and the six-book Colton Brothers Saga 
series. She also writes non-fiction—rodeo, saloons, 
and historical trails. In addition, her articles appear 
in national and regional magazines. When not writ-
ing, Melody plays rhythm guitar (and tambourine) 
with the Jammy Time Band.
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A stage play is not a novel, not an essay, and es-
pecially not a screenplay. Recognize the differenc-
es, and writing a producible play becomes much 
easier. That’s the goal of this class. We’ll work to-
ward that goal together. The class is designed for 
(a minimum of) six to (a maximum of) ten partici-
pants, under the following schedule:

Writing A 
Producible 

Play
with instructor 
Richard E. Peck

ILLUSTRATION: 
It’s Not Just for Children’s Books
A CLASS FOR NON-ARTISTS 
led by instructor Kathy Schuit

The purveyors of everything we consume have 
become increasingly reliant on pictures, icons and 
emojis to draw attention to their messages. So too 
has it gotten easier to create useable images—of-
ten without even picking up a pencil, paint set or oil 
pastel. 

It could cost thousands of dollars to hire a profes-
sional artist to illustrate your works of poetry, short 
stories, memoir or, yes, even your children’s picture 
book? Or, you could do it yourself. (Don’t laugh) 
You CAN do it yourself.

As of 2019, KATHY 
SCHUIT serves SWW as 
editor of the SouthWest 
Sage newsletter. She 
is a self-taught, award-
winning journalist, edi-
tor and children’s book 
writer/illustrator. Prior to 
Fall of 2016 she did not 
draw, crayola, or paint—
anything. She is hooked 
on the art of combining 
images with words in ev-
erything from greeting 
cards to protest signs 
and is coaching two 
grandchildren to obtain 
higher education and 
careers in photography 
and graphic design. 

- August 28, 7-9 pm                 
Structure: French Scenes, micro & macro.
- September 4, 7-9 pm             
Characters: they’re your collaborators.
- Sept 11, 7-9 pm                      
Dialog: conversation not literature.
- Sept 18, 7-9 pm                      
Plot: Characters/Dialog/Structure
    BREAK – WRITING THE FIRST DRAFTS
- Oct 2, 7-9 pm             
Outline, First Draft  /  Shared Critiques
- Oct 9, 7-9 pm             
Final Draft  /  Getting Produced

RICHARD E. PECK, 
SWW member and author 
of 29 published books, for 
the past three years has 
concentrated on writing for 
the stage. His 16 plays have 
been produced in nine 
states, from off-off-broad-
way (the Bronx) to WAY-off-
off Broadway (Hawaii).

In recent years his plays 
have seen a surge in ac-
ceptance, with three U.S. 
productions in 2017, five 
in 2018, and seven in 2019, 
so far . . . with three oth-
ers pending and proba-
ble.  The plays have earned 
awards in five national and 
several local competitions. 

He has taught playwrit-
ing, and – while he can’t 
guarantee success for each 
student’s script – he’s confi-
dent in the method he fol-
lows and will share. Every 
play he’s written has been 
produced, some of them 
seven or eight times each.

SWW CLASSES ENROLLING NOW

WHEN: Six Wednesdays,  August 28 - October 9,  7-9 p.m.
WHERE: SWW office, 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE,  Boardroom
COST:  $150 SWW members; $155 Osher; $160 non-members
REGISTER: Online at www.southwestwriters.com  
                    at a SWW meeting or call the SWW 
                   office at (505) 830-6034 (Mon.-Thu. 9-12).

Cont. on next page

SouthWestWriters.com * 7

Ask questions at: 
pennturtle@gmail.com



CLASSES, cont.
This class is for writers with an interest in 

learning simple techniques to elevate their writ-
ing with illustrations. 

WHEN: Two Saturdays, September 21 and 28
              10 a.m. - noon
WHERE: SWW office 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE,  
                 Boardroom
COST:  $59 SWW members; $64 Osher; 
             $69 non-members
REGISTER: Online at 
                    at a SWW meeting or  
                    call the SWW office, 505-830-6034    
                  (Mon.-Thu. 9-12).KLS

  2
019
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KDP Amazon is a popular and inexpensive meth-
od by which authors can self-publish their books.  
This is a hands on class where Rose will walk you 
through setting up your Amazon account, and up-
load your print book and/or ebook if they are ready 
to go, or get you started if you are still working on 
them.  
With over a thousand articles and four books pub-
lished, Rose Marie Kern thinks of herself primar-

ily as a teacher.   In ad-
dition to her own work, 
she has helped sev-
eral SWW members 
through the intricacies 
of self-publishing.   
Bring your laptop and 
let’s get published!

Self-Publish Your Book with KDP Amazon
presented by Rose Marie Kern

Class will cover:
• Setting up your Amazon Account
• Using Kindle tools for formatting and cover 

creation
• Uploading a manuscript
• Determining how much you should charge
• Keywords and categories for advertising on 

Amazon
 Register in advance so Rose can send you infor-
mation you will need for the class ahead of time. 

WHEN: Two Saturdays, October 12 and 19
               1 - 3 p.m.
WHERE: SWW office, 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, 
                 # 114
COST: $45 SWW members; $50 Osher; 
             $55 non-members
REGISTER: Online at 
                     at a SWW meeting or 
                     call the SWW office, (505) 830-6034        
                    (Mon.-Thu. 9-12).

www.southwestwriters.com

Covered subjects include:
• The cost/benefits of professional illustration.
• DIY methods of image-making.
• How to turn bad photographs (or paint splashes 

or scribbles) into creative, high quality illustra-
tions that you own and can repurpose in whole 
or in part anytime you want.

• Positioning text and pictures for your writing’s 
best advantage. 

• Using color to heighten emotion.

www.southwestwriters.com



The SouthWest Sage newsletter welcomes 
submissions focusing on all aspects of research, 
writing, and publishing in any genre. See past 
issues of SouthWest Sage for the types of articles 
we publish.

You have four ways of possibly being included:

  
Payment is in bylines and clips. Deadline is the 15th 
of the month prior to the next issue. Standard article 
lengths are from 300-1000 words. Submissions may 
be edited for accuracy, readability and length.

Send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document with Times New 
Roman, Ariel, or Courier New font in 12 pt. size. 
Single spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting 
or fonts—your best chance for publication lies in 
making it as easy for me as possible. 

The Sage Writing 
Challenge

Send us truth or fiction and keep this 
challenge, to be titled A Boy and His 
Frog, to no more than 500 words.

Email to sage@swwriters.com.

• Write an article for the Sage related to the craft 
of writing, getting published, etc.

• Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by 
the monthly writing challenge announced in 
each Sage.

• Send in a short story/poem/essay of your 
own—on any topic (inclusion in the Sage is 
subject to the discretion of the editor).

• Enter artwork/photographs related to writing 
in general or accompanying your stories. 

CHALLENGE/SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
SouthWest SAGE

Send questions or submissions to:
Kathy Schuit

SouthWest Sage Editor
sage@swwriters.com

The August Challenge was to 
write a short fiction about a fish-
ing trip or the one that got away.

SEPTEMBER
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We’ll walk these stream 
banks to find holes,
still spots behind rocks 
where current slows
and the big ones rest.
The small fry are out 
there running rapids 
hugging ripples for the 
joy of struggle, 
we don’t want them.

At Half Moon Bay he 
waved around, 
Fish here are jumbled 
everywhere 
just drop a line, you 
can’t go wrong

 Fishing Lessons
by Sam Moorman

if the bait’s fresh
at the right time of day 
when water’s not too 
cold.

Sagged on a stool at a 
fisherman’s bar,
with a weary smile 
creasing his old face,
Though I lost my wife, 
a job and home,   
fishing’s a good life, not 
hurried now 
out of the mainstream 
and did you know?
Your mind can be a 
calm, deep pool. 

   
 



For bestselling authors of series, such as those by 
Lee Child and Janet Evanovich, or of memoirs, such 
as Michelle Obama’s Becoming, publishers take 
primary responsibility for marketing their works. 
These authors do not have to do 
book signings or other events. 
However, publishers may re-
quire public appearances as part 
of their contracts.

Mrs. Obama’s tour included an 
interview by Oprah for the OWN 
Network and presentations before 
sell-out STADIUMS. Ninety-
nine percent of authors 
can only dream of such 
publicity and of having 
our books land on New 
York Times bestsellers 
lists, let alone at the top 
spot for weeks on end! 
This type of dream leads 
to sound sleep.

Unfortunately, authors 
awaken to realize we 
must do our own vend-
ing. In particular, those 
of us who publish with small or academic presses 
must pursue shoe-leather promotion!

I heard this phrase while listening to the audio-
book version of The Matriarch: Barbara Bush and 
the Making of An American Dynasty. For this 2019 
biography, now deceased First Lady Barbara Pierce 
Bush permitted biographer Susan Page to interview 
her and read decades of her diaries. The book re-
counts how George H.W. Bush won the 1980 Iowa 
Caucuses against the formidable Ronald Reagan 
because the Bushes were willing to engage in shoe- 
leather promotion. Both George and Barbara went 
door-to-door to meet Iowans and listen to their con-
cerns and ideas for the country.

For authors, shoe-leather promotion mandates 
reaching out directly to bookstores. While emails 
are easy to write, nothing substitutes for showing 
up in person to discuss your work.

I flew to Virginia with the cover of my new book 
Complicated Lives: Free Blacks in Virginia, 1619-
1865. Virginia is a state that emerged from the first 
colony created by English immigrants in the midst 

of land occupied by Indians for millennia. 
Since the book was being published by 
Carolina Academic Press (CAP), a small 
press, it would not naturally be avail-
able to bookstores. CAP normally sends 

sample copies to professors 
who order books for their 
students. While this is an ef-
ficient means of selling mul-
tiple copies, it does not reach 
the general public.

My goal was to engage a 
broad audience in questioning 
whether the United States might 
have developed differently if 

Virginia had not passed a rule in 1670 converting all 
subsequently arriving Africans by ships into servants 
for life, or slaves. My focal characters are African 
Americans who were free before the Civil War and 
survived in the shadow of slavery.

I began my quest to have bookstores carry 
Complicated Lives at Fort Mason, near where 
the first Africans landed at Point Comfort before 
journeying to Jamestown. Fort Mason has an ex-
hibition honoring the first landing of Africans in 
1619 and the start of the Civil War to end slavery in 
1861. While I did not meet the bookstore manager, 
I left my card and a copy of the book’s cover. He 
later contacted me and expressed interest in carry-
ing my book. So did the assistant manager for the 
Historic Jamestown bookstore.

Shoe-leather promotion in New Mexico has 
consisted of drives, rather than flights, to potential 
book venues. 

If you are reading this column on or before 
August 3, 2019, please join me for the book 
launch at the African American Performing Arts 
Center, located at 310 San Pedro N.E., Albuquer-
que, New Mexico 87108, on Saturday, August 3, 
2019, from 5 - 7 p.m. I voluntarily created an 

Shoe-Leather Promotion

The 
Writing 
Life 

SHERRI BURR, a 
member of Southwest 
Writers for three de-
cades, holds degrees 
from Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, Princeton University, 
and the Yale Law School. 
Her next book, Complicated 
Lives: Free Blacks in Virginia, 
1619-1865, will be pub-
lished in August 2019 to co-
ordinate with celebrations of 
the 400th anniversary of Af-
ricans arriving on the shores 
of Virginia.

by Sherri Burr
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exhibition based on the book’s research, and it 
will stay up until the end of October. For the 
opening reception, Complicated Lives will be 
given to the first 100 people attending the dis-
cussion in the auditorium at 5 p.m. Doors open at 
4:30 p.m. A reception and tour of the exhibition 
will follow the presentation at 6 p.m. Bookworks 
will sell additional books about African American 
history.

I will give talks at the Author Festival at the 
Albuquerque Muse-
um on November 9, 
Southwest Writers 
on November 19, and 
Organic Books on 
November 23. 

While introversion 
helps writers complete 
books, extroversion is 
required in order to sell 
them. Put on leather 
footwear and promote 
your publications.

THE WRITING LIFE, cont. 

Reach out with a hearty welcome!

Nathan McKenzie
Linda Worley 
Jacque Boyd
Robert Irvin
Teri Steagall

Julie Winslett 
Carolyn Shaffer

These Folks Joined 
SWW in June

Special thanks to 
MARSHA THOLE 

for her generous 
donation!

IS YOUR CRITIQUE GROUP READY FOR SOME NEW MEMBERS?

Send the name of your group (if you have 
one), name of the contact person and their email, 
genre (if your group specializes), and a general-
ized meeting location to:    Sage@swwriters.com  

Under the heading Find a Critique Group, 
the the Sage will publish a list of critique groups 
looking for members. The list is intended to make 
it easier for SWW members (only) to find and con-
nect with a suitable critique group. Neither SWW 
nor the Sage editor make, endorse or reccomend 
critique groups or the individuals who may want 
to join them.

A critique group is an important tool for im-
proving and perfecting your work. It can also be 
a deeply personal step to expose your writing to 
the scrutiny of others. For these reasons,  SWW 
encourages finding the best possible fit through 
a fair, unbiased and honest screening of groups 
and of individuals looking for a group to join.

Let the SouthWest Sage help you find them. 
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by Kirt Hickman

Because your characters are the heart of your story, 
the way you present them deserves a critical look. 
Make sure the reader learns about your charac-
ters little by little through their thoughts, actions, 
dialogue, and emotions, rather than all at once 
through narration.

Consider the following excerpt from an early draft 
of my science fiction thriller, Worlds Asunder:

Edward “Chase” Morgan was an accident in-
vestigator for NASA. He’d retired from the air 
force as a colonel nearly twenty years before. 
Having gone into the military straight out of 
high school, he retired young and later enjoyed 
an exciting career as an astronaut. He trained 
hard and earned a position on several deep-space 
missions. He had seen most of the solar system, 
including Mars and Jupiter. Four years ago, 
he gave up the stick for a job in the Office of 
Accident Investigation and had been assigned 
to Lunar Alpha base. His career was winding 
down and he was simply getting too old to be 
gallivanting among the worlds.

He was a black man of average height and trim 
build, with curly gray hair and beard. Most would 
simply describe him as old and skinny. His manner 
was calm and imperturbable.

This passage certainly tells the reader who Chase 
is and what he looks like. The problem is, it stops 
the action and tells the reader who he is and what 
he looks like. The goal is to show the reader who 
he is and who he perceives himself to be (which 
might be two different things) without stop-
ping the action. During the revisions, I strove to 
achieve this goal. 

In the opening scene, Chase tells Michelle Fair-
child a story about a night he spent partying with 
his air force buddies. After the story, Michelle says:

“I can’t picture you drunk.”

Revealing Character
To this Chase replies:

“I haven’t been drunk 
since I retired from the 
air force twenty years 
ago.”

This reveals what the 
reader needs to know 
about Chase’s time in 
the air force and sug-
gests his approximate 
age. More important, 
however, is Chase’s 
NASA history:

Chase took out the 
gold watch Director 
Jack Snider had given 
him at his twentieth employment-anniversary cer-
emony the previous night. The NASA inscription 
across the top offset the Lunar Alpha Base logo 
beneath the display. Nowhere did it say, “Office 
of Accident Investigations.” Maybe Snider recog-
nized that Chase didn’t belong in Investigations. 
He’d been put there after he lost his flight status 
four years ago because he was too old to do any-
thing else. 
 
This version contains most of the same information 
about Chase’s NASA career yet delivers it with 
greater subtlety and from within Chase’s thoughts.

I broke the remaining information into pieces, 
which I included as opportunities arose. The 
following passage shows his appearance and 
reveals, however briefly, the calm demeanor he 
demonstrates throughout the novel:

The comm panel buzzed. Chase stretched his 
lanky frame and got to his feet, then leapt to the 
terminal against the slight lunar g. 

He keyed the link. On the screen, a frown 
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REVEALING CHARACTER, cont.

elongated the narrow face of Security Chief Stan 
Brower. “We’ve got a ship in trouble,” Brower 
said. “The Phoenix. Snider needs you to assemble 
a team.” 

“The Phoenix?” 
“A freighter. Belongs to Stellarfare. She was 

on her way from here to Montanari when she lost 
thrust, but it looks like she might come back around 
toward Alpha . . . if they don’t regain control.”

“You don’t sound like you think they will.”
“No reason to.”
Chase ran an ebony hand through his hair, which 

had turned gray, along with his mustache and beard, 
years ago. “Any reason to think they won’t?” 

The remark about Chase’s deep-space missions 

appears in the following passage:

As he killed the link, Chase tried to imagine 
what the crew must be going through. During his 
own deep-space missions, he’d experienced a num-
ber of technical glitches. They were nothing short 
of terrifying, but he had never had a loss of thrust. 
Usually you had options, but not without thrust. 
Nothing could make a pilot feel so powerless.

Now, instead of being told everything about Chase 
in the first two paragraphs of his introduction, the 
reader gets to know him over time. They’re still 
learning about him, and he about himself, right up 
to the end of the book.

Strive to achieve this in your manuscript.

...notes from the July meetings.
In case you missed it...

SWW President Rose 
Marie Kern stocked 
the Tuesday night 
snack table with three 
flavors of pizza. It 
didn’t last long!

Brian Stiner, CEO 
of Noventium with 
a Master’s degree in 
computer science, 
encouraged members 
at the July 6 meeting 
to check out the pos-
sibilities offered by 
WordPress. “Forty 
percent of the Internet 
is built on WordPress,” 
he said. “It’s like your 
store front.” 

Speculative Fiction writer, Betsy James gave a 
Tuesday night presentation about the four dif-
ferent hats that writers must learn to wear to be 
successful: the writer (jester’s hat), the rewriter 
(construction helmet), the editor ( executioner’s 
hood), the copy editor (grammarians’s cap). 

Watch past SWW presentations on YouTube. Links at www.southwestwriters.com.

Reading from one of his 
many travelogues, Ben-
jamin Radford, author, 
editor and consultant 
for television, showed 
members at the Tuesday 
night meeting that even 
nostalgia about the tear-
ing down of an obscure 
bridge can become an 
interesting story. 

SouthWestWriters.com * 13



TREASURER
JENNIFER BLACK

Jennifer Black  joined 
Southwest Writers in 
2017. Answering a 2018 
call to volunteer, she of-
fered to help out at the 
business table, which 
led to an invitation to 
join the board in 2019. 

As a board member, her focus has been on finance 
while shadowing the current treasurer. Together, 
they have updated the way SWW uses its credit 
card service, making it easier to reconcile and track 
daily sales. In the coming months, we will contin-
ue to update SWW’s accounting, syncing software 
to streamline recordkeeping.

From the age of ten, Jennifer was raised in 
family-run businesses, and has been successful-
ly self-employed since 2002. She currently owns 
a medical massage practice on Albuquerque’s 
Westside, and taught business classes for four 
years as a registered massage therapy instructor.

She is running for Treasurer because she 
wants to lead the organization into the digital 
age of efficient bookkeeping. She says the first 
step starts with gratitude for the current process 
and Treasurer, as well as appreciation for all 
past Treasurers; it would be her  honor to serve 
the organization in this capacity.

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY
PATRICIA WALKOW

Patricia Walkow is an 
award-winning author. Her 
work was honored in the 2016 
William Faulkner Literary 
Competition. A full-length bi-
ography, The War Within, the 
Story of Josef, won four first-
place awards in national and 
international competitions.  
She writes short stories and 

essays and has contributed to both online and in-
print anthologies, newspapers, and magazines. 
Her work appears in over a dozen anthologies. 
The most recent anthology she contributed to 
and edited, Love, Sweet to Spicy, won a 2019 
1st place award from New Mexico Press Wom-
en and 2nd place from National Federation of 
Press Women. Ms. Walkow was a former sys-
tems manager in a Fortune 200 company, and 
editor emeritus of Corrales MainStreet News. 
She is a member of the Corrales Writing Group, 
SouthWest Writers, New Mexico Press Women, 
and The National Federation of Press Women. She 
lives in Corrales, New Mexico with her husband, 
cats, and one very spoiled dog.

Email: walkowpc@earthlink.net
Website: walkowconsulting.com

SouthWest Writers Board of Directions, Executive Committee elections take place each year at the organiza-
tion’s meeting on the first Saturday in October. Though current by-laws require publication of the nominees 
in the Sage Newsletter, August edition,  nominations may be accepted up to the October meeting elections. 
The nomineess to date are: 

Your Vote Counts
Meet the 2020 SWW Executive Committee Nominees

FRED A. AIKEN
Fred A. Aiken has been an active member of 

SouthWest Writers since 1996 and has served on 
several committees including the Writing Contest 

ELIZABETH S. LAYTON
Elizabeth S. Layton has been engaged in the 

world of writing for most of her five-plus decades. 
She knew she wanted to be a writer at the early age 
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FRED A. AIKEN, cont. ELIZABETH S. LAYTON, cont.

and chairing the literary 
fiction conference. His 
long, active participa-
tion provides a great in-
stitutional memory that 
would greatly benefit 
SWW in the near-term 
future.

He has been a con-
tributor to the SWW 
Sage and has presented 

workshops on the business of writing both locally 
and elsewhere in the country. Fred is also an ac-
tive member of the Land of Enchantment Romance 
Authors (Romance Writers of America), Cloak and 
Dagger chapter (Sisters in Crime), and the Albu-
querque Science Fiction Society.

His writing credits include first and second place 
awards in the Spiritual and Inspirational category 
of the annual SWW writing contest as well as be-
ing published in Angels On Earth and Guidebook 
magazines.

He holds Masters Degrees in Business and Edu-
cation, has worked as a design engineer for several 
companies in the Chemical Progress industry for 
more than thirty years, and taught the mathematical 
sciences at Rio Grande high school for ten years.

PRESIDENT

ROSE MARIE KERN
Rose Marie Kern has 

been a member of SWW 
since 1991. She has 
been the editor of the 
Sage Newsletter, web-
mistress, and a board 
member for at least 6 
years. Although most 
people think she’s nuts 
to want the job of presi-
dent two years in a row, 
she figures this crazy quilt of literary talents and 
personalities is worth it.

of six when she began her 
own greeting card busi-
ness, trading personalized 
greeting cards for quarters 
to get into her neighbor-
hood pool. Along with 
being a life-long writer 
and learner, Elizabeth has 
been a waitress, a horti-
culturist, a geriatric care 
manager, a website de-

signer, digital marketer, social media manager, and 
a writing coach.

Within her 20-plus years as a freelance writer, 
Elizabeth has been a journalist, science writer, cre-
ative writer, screenwriter, copywriter, and online 
content writer. She has written for the U.S. For-
est Service, the Durango Herald newspaper, and a 
wide variety of online websites. Elizabeth’s educa-
tional background includes a Bachelor’s degree in 
Communications and a Master’s in Creative Writ-
ing for Film, Television, and Gaming.

Elizabeth is also an educator who has taught 
math, science, language arts, and currently holds 
a position as a high school Special Education Eng-
lish teacher. She greatly enjoys being an English 
teacher because it allows her to share her love of 
reading and the written word with hundreds of 
young curious minds.

As far as writing projects, Elizabeth is currently 
writing a Young Adult Fantasy book with its main 
location in New Mexico. Elizabeth has lived within 
the four corners states of the southwest all of her life 
and in Albuquerque since the Spring of 2003. The 
southwest appears strongly in many of her writings.

Elizabeth is grateful to the SouthWest Writers 
organization for its many writing supports and for 
allowing her to serve on the current SWW Board 
of Directors as the Digital Media Specialist. She is 
dedicated to supporting budding and experienced 
New Mexico writers in all of their writing goals 
and scribing dreams. 
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Eliza Haywood

Answers

Eliza Haywood Answers is written by SWW 
member Sarah Rowe. Sarah is an independent 
book editor specializing in science fiction and 
fantasy. 

Email her at Sarah_Rowe@outlook.com

Dear Looking,
Point of view (POV) is important to consider. Be-
yond what pronouns you use, POV controls how 
close the reader is to your characters and whose 
perspectives we see. You may play the story out 
like a movie or bring us in close to a character’s 
thoughts. Here are some of the most common op-
tions for POV:

First Person
Emilia and I went hiking together. It was a beauti-
ful day, but Emilia was frowning the whole time. I 
couldn’t figure out why.

First person puts your reader directly in the head of 
one of your characters. We know what they know 
and only what they know. The story is filtered 
through this one person – which means we may not 
get a truthful view of events (called an unreliable 
narrator). First person works well when your story 
revolves around a single character.

Third Person Limited
Chay went hiking with Emilia. She thought it was 
a beautiful day, and wondered why Emilia frowned 
the whole time.

Limited POV means the reader is still in the head 
of a single character; third person means you are 
describing the scene with “he/she/they” rather than 
“I.” We feel the character’s emotions less closely. 

This works well when you still have a single focus 
character but you don’t want to describe their ev-
ery emotion or thought, or when you have multiple 
POV characters and want to “limit” our view to dif-
ferent ones in different sections.

Third Person Omniscient
Chay and Emilia went hiking together. Chay thought 
it was a beautiful day. Emilia was still fretting over 
her interview, and couldn’t manage a smile.

If you want your reader to know absolutely every-
thing, this is the POV to do it with. There are no se-
crets; you describe what everyone thinks and does. 
This works well when you have a lot of characters 
and enjoy letting us know things the protagonists 
don’t. However, it can also make us feel distant 
from the action and unengaged.

Third Person Objective
Chay and Emilia went hiking together. It was 
lightly cloudy, with occasional sprinkles of rain. 
Chay turned her face to the sky with a grin. Emilia 
frowned and kept walking.

Third objective is like watching a movie. You 
don’t tell your reader about anyone’s thoughts, 

Dear Eliza,

I’m trying to decide what “point of view” to use in my 
story. What are my options?

Signed,
Looking Around
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   Many times at meetings, members come up with 
suggestions for SouthWest Writers but don’t know 
where or to whom they should be addressed.  Board members need and want member suggestions, but at 
meetings they are often focused on their duties and the running of the meeting, so suggestions given to 
them at that time could be accidentally misplaced.  
   There is now a Suggestion Box! 
  It will be located at the Business Table where members can easily drop in their ideas. After the meetings, 
suggestions will be taken to the office and sent to the appropriate board member for consideration.  
   Thank you for putting your suggestions in the Suggestion Box!

Bring A Friend 
Membership Drive and Prize Drawing

instead conveying emotions through actions alone. 
Once again this can cause problems with distance, 
but it also works well for mysteries where know-
ing what the characters know would ruin the plot.

Third Person with a Character Narrator
Now let me tell you about Chay and Emilia’s hike. 
Oh, it was a beautiful day – for Chay. Emilia was 
so caught up in her own worries she missed what 
happened next.

Instead of having a character narrate in 1st person 
or have some unseen narrator in 3rd, you can make 
your narrator a storyteller with their own voice. 
This lets you use 3rd person with an unreliable nar-
rator and adds some engagement to 3rd omniscient 
or objective.

Second Person
You and Emilia went hiking together. It was a beau-

ELIZA, cont. tiful day, but you noticed Emilia frowning the whole 
time. You couldn’t figure out why.

Second person is not very common, and is frowned 
on by some readers. The tricky part is that you are 
directly telling us what to feel. This can be very jar-
ring if what you tell us is different than what we are 
naturally feeling. However, 2nd person also draws 
us closer into the character’s experiences than even 
1st person does.

There are, of course, variations of and gradations 
between these POVs. Sometimes it is useful to re-
write a scene from a few different ones to see what 
works best for you. Next time, we’ll discuss how 
to smoothly switch between multiple POVs in the 
same story.

Sincerely,

Eliza Haywood

Do you have friends or relatives who are 
interested in becoming an authors or increasing the 
writing skills they already have? Bring them along 

to our meetings!
Starting with the meeting on April 6, every time you bring a guest to a SWW meeting you will be 

entered into a drawing for prizes to be awarded at the Saturday meeting in December. Prizes include one 
year’s free membership to SWW as well as gift certificates for SWW workshops and to bookstores. 

You cannot claim the same person as a guest more than once. Sponsored guests, along with their  
member/sponsors, must sign in at the Guest Table near the front door before attending each meeting.

Suggestion Box

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Kauai Writers Conference
DATE: November 4-10, 2019
PLACE: Kauai, Hawaii
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: kauaiwritersconference.com
SouthWest Writers members recieve a 20% discount by entering the code 
WG789 when registering.

DATE: August 23-25
PLACE: The Albuquerque Marriott Uptown,
2101 Louisiana Blvd NE (Louisiana & I-40) 
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: bubonicon.com, follow the tabs

Has science fiction become alternate present-day history?
Bubonicon 51: The Future Is Now (2019 Is History)

CONFERENCES                               

DATE: September 6-8, 2019
PLACE: Denver Renaissance Stapleton Hotel, Denver, Colorado

2019 SWW/MWSA JOINT 
WRITING CONFERENCE

MOVING UP THE LADDER:
From Writer to Author DATE: September 12 -14 

PLACE: Hotel Albuqueque 

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: https://www.mwsadispatches.com/events/2019/conference#signup 

2019 Colorado Gold Conference

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: https://rmfw.org/conference

DATE: October 10-13, 2019
PLACE: Omni La Mansion del Rio Hotel, San Antonio, Texas

Women Writing the West
Writing to Remember - Remembering Why We Write

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: womenwritingthewest.org

START YOUR BOOK WHERE THE 

FASCINATING CHARACTERS LIVE! 

Las Vegas Experienced Writers Retreat
DATE: October 7 (3:30 p.m.) - October 8, 2019 
PLACE: Embassy Suites by Hilton 
             Convention Center Las Vegas
             3600 Paradise Road

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION:   eventbrite.com

CONVENTIONSAND
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR WRITERS

When Dreams Come True 
Spring 2020 Anthology

Kids at Heart Publishing is excited to announce a mixed-
genre anthology exploring dreams that come true. Sometimes 
our dreams don’t seem to make sense, but other times dreams 
point to a future event or circumstance that takes place and has 
meaning in our lives. Whether your specialty is poetry, fiction, 
or nonfiction, we want to know about dreams that come true 
and the impact they have on your lives.

•Submit origi-
nal, unpublished 
works of 3000 
words or less.  
•Up to three po-
ems may be sub-
mitted per entry. 
•Use Times New 
Roman font, 12 pt. 

Submission 
Guidelines

Deadline: October 1st, 2019

Cost: $15 Per Entry 
Checks payable to  
    Kids At Heart Publishing, LLC
   215 W. Main St. 
   Cambridge City, IN 47327

 

 
kidsatheartpublishing2010@gmail.com 
http://www.kidsatheartpublishing.com/ 

765.478.5773

Poetry, Fiction, Creative Nonfiction

A Celebration of Writing 
HOSTED BY: Albuquerque Museum Foundation 
DATE: November 8 
PLACE: Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Road NW,
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: writing@albuquerquemuseum.org
                                                                           505-842-0111

CONFERENCES                               CONVENTIONSAND

Six southwestern 
U.S. cities and their 
public libraries have 
joined forces to launch 
an annual regional 
reading program to be 
called “Four Corners/
One Book” with the 

stated goals of promoting literacy, encouraging 
dialogue, and building community through the 
shared experience of story.  The cities of Cortez, 
Dolores, Mancos, Montrose, and Ignacio (Colo-
rado) and Moab (Utah) have selected Church of 
the Graveyard Saints by SWW member C. Joseph 
Greaves as the program’s inaugural title.  A for-
mal press event to announce the program will be 
held at the public library in Cortez in September of 
2019, with various author events and public book 
discussions slated for January of 2020.

Community-wide reading programs designed to 
promote civic unity through the power of literature 
have proliferated since the Washington Center for the 
Book pioneered the concept in 1989.  “At a time when 
public discourse has become polarized and Americans 
increasingly define themselves by that which divides 
them, we thought the time was ripe to use the written 
word to bring people together,” said Cortez Public Li-
brary director Eric Ikenouye.  “What if we all read the 
same book?  What if we all come together to discuss the 
issues it raises?  What might we learn about ourselves 
and our community?”

Church of the Graveyard Saints, set in the American 
Southwest, tells the story of a young woman’s return to 
her small hometown only to discover that the oil and 
gas boom promising prosperity to the larger community 
is threatening her family’s ranching heritage.  

Four Corners / 
One Book
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Each issue of the Creative Nonfiction monthly 
mini-magazine, True Story, features one excep-
tional work of creative nonfiction. True Story is 
distributed in print and digitally.

Submissions should be between 5,000 and 
10,000 words long, on any subject, in any style. 
All work submitted must be nonfiction and original 
to the author. Previously published work will no be 
considered. Pays $300 on publication plus 10 free 
copies of “your” issue.

True stories accepted year-round.
https://www.creativenonfiction.org



53-Word 
Story Contest

53 words 
no more, no less

Deadline: 
21st of each month

Entry Details: 
press53.com

A Celebration of Writing
Albuquerque Museum Foundation

Competition open to unpublished and published authors in fiction and non-
fiction, and to published authors in poetry. Open to all New Mexico residents.

Winner receives a ten thousand dollar ($10,000) 
advance on royalties and a contract to publish their 
winning manuscript with UNO Press. The work 
does not have to be regionally focused. There is no 
word limit. There is no limit on subjects covered.
Full-length fiction manuscripts, either novels or 
short story collections.  

UNO Publishing Lab Prize

Deadline: August 31
Information, Submittable Link and Entry Details:  

THE PERFECT GIFT
• Interesting
• Useful
• Can be shared with 

others
• Educational
• Fun!

Copies available at the meet-
ing book table or at the South-
West Writers office:  
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, 
Suite 114
Albuquerque, NM 87110

KiMo Theater: Fact and Folklore

100% of 

sales benefit 

writers!

The annual SFPA Speculative (Sci-fi/Fantasy/
Horror) Poetry Contest is open to all poets, in-
cluding non-members of the SFPA. Awards will 
be given across three categories.

Deadline: August 31        
Entry Fee: $2
Prizes up to $100
Entry Details: sfpoetry.com

2019 SFPA Poetry Contest
Science Fiction & Fantasy Poetry Association

   writing 
con
tests 
      You 

Can
Enter                   

NOW

Deadlines: 
Published Poetry - CLOSED 
Published Fiction and Non-fiction - 
CLOSED
Unpublished Fiction and Non-fiction - 
8/31/19
Entry Details: 505-8942-0111
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A new issue the SouthWest Sage appears online 
every month and instantly flies around the world 

to thousands of pairs of interested eyes! 
    Be part of the phenomenon!

Deadline is the 15th of the month for the follow-
ing month’s issue.  Payment and camera-ready copy 

(email as jpg file) are due prior to deadline. 
Rates Per Issue

Business Card Size: 2 x 3.5 -  $20
1/4 Page: 4.75 x 3.5 (vertical) -  $40

1/3 Page: 3.25 x 7.5 (horizontal) - $50
15% discount for 3 months, 20% discount for 6 months

Contact: Kathy Schuit, Sage editor, 
sage@swwriters.com.

Your ad Here will
CIRCUMnavigate  THE GLOBE!

• 23 meetings annually with opportunities 
for large-scale networking as well as pre-
sentations by acclaimed writers, editors, or 
publishers.

• Your personal author page on the SWW 
website.

• A link on the SWW website to your personal 
homepage.

• The SouthWest Sage Newsletter – in ad-
dition to providing organizational news to 
members, it also offers writing challenges 
and opportunities to be published.

• Discounted prices for writing-related con-
ferences, classes and workshops spon-
sored by SWW.

• Opportunities on both the website and in meet-
ings to make announcements about your 
successes or personal, upcoming writing 
events.

• Discounts at selected local businesses.

SOUTHWEST 
WRITERS 

WELCOMES 
HOPEFUL AND 

PUBLISHED 
WRITERS   

 GIVE TO OTHER WRITERS:
• Invite a guest to a meeting.
• Encourage guests to become members so 

they too can enjoy the many benefits SWW 
offers.

• Give annual SWW memberships as gifts 
to the writers you know.

• Donate an annual SWW membership or 
partial membership to the  SWW scholar-
ship fund.  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

Annual SouthWest Writers Membership:
Individual: $80

Student: $25 (requires proof of student status) 
Outside U.S.: $75

Lifetime Membership: $750

Rose Marie Kern, President
Melody Groves, Vice President
Kent Langsteiner, Treasurer
Patricia Walkow, Secretary

Sarah Baker, Media/Public Relations
Jennifer Black, Finance

Elizabeth Layton, Digital Media
Dino De Leyba, Membership

Sam Moorman, Facilities Manager
Kathy Schuit, Sage Editor

Paul Shank, Meeting Media and Video
Franchesca Stevens, Volunteer Coordinator

Jim Tritten, Conferences
Kathy Wagoner, Website

Dan Wetmore, Historian/ Awards/Scholarships

The SWW Board of Directors meets on 
the first Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8 
p.m. at Chez Axel restaurant located on 
the northeast corner of Montgomery 
and San Pedro.  Members may attend.

SouthWest Writers Board of Directors
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SouthWest Writers Critique Service
An experienced critiquer, picked from a panel of professional writers and editors, will be matched with your 
genre and will critique your manuscript for a reasonable price below the usual market rate.
The SWW Critique Service accepts all genres, including:
• Query letters                         
• Synopses
• Articles
• Essays
• Nonfiction books 
• Book proposals 
• Short Stories

SWW critiquers follow genre-specific guidelines. But feel free to include specific questions you want answered and 
any points you want the critique to address (such as point of view, plot structure, etc.). Guidelines and information on 
submitting your manuscript to our critique service can be found on the SWW website: www.southwestwriters.com

• Mainstream/literary fiction 
• Genre fiction
• Children’s Middle-grade
• Young Adult
• Screenplays/stageplays 
• Poetry

Cost
$15 - Poetry of no more than 3 pages
$15 - Query letter of no more than 3 pages
$25 - Synopsis of up to 3 pages
                 - additional pages are $3.50/page
$35 - Minimum charge for up to 10 double-spaced 
manuscript pages
                - additional pages are $3.50/page

SouthWest Writers Meetings Visitor/Guest Policy
SWW encourages new people to come and look over our award-winning writers’ association. However, 
since it is our membership dues that pay for the outstanding speakers, we request that visitors or guests 
limit their attendance to no more than three meetings, after which we hope they will choose to join the 
organization.
Visitors are requested to sign in with name, email and/or phone number and wear a name tag. They will 
be invited to stand, introduce themselves and tell what kind of writing they do so that other writers in 
that genre can network with them during breaks in the meeting.
The “Successes and Announcements” made at our meetings are limited to SWW members. As always, 
we encourage visitors to join SWW—a bargain at only $80 per year.

Do You Have a Published Book?
The SouthWest Writers website scrolls member book 
covers across the homepage. If you’d like us to add 
yours to the group, feel free to send it to: 
sage@swwriters.com. No more than one book 
cover per author. Can be updated as your next 
book comes out. Send a small picture file .jpg no 
more than 140dpi. The book covers will be a bit 
larger than icon sized. Webmaster reserves the 
right to edit to fit.

Book Table Policy
At each of our meetings, a table is provided where 
members may display their books for purchase. 
Kathy Schuit and Kathy Wagoner volunteer to sit 
at the table and accept payment for books sold.
Following the meetings, when authors go to the 
table to retrieve their unsold books, they will 
receive cash payments for all of their books 
that were sold. Cash or check only. No credit 
cards unless the author provides their own card 
reader. 

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114

Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034

email: info@swwriters.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author. Send-
ing them to Sage implies the Sage has permission to print. 
Facts, views and opinions expressed are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints or opinions of 
the SouthWest Writers organization. SWW does not neces-
sarily endorse the advertisers. 

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of SouthWest Writers, 

a nonprofit, tax exempt 501 (c) (3) organization.
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