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Starting with the annual meeting, 10 a.m. on October 2, 2021, SouthWest 
Writers will return to in-person gatherings in a new location: UNM Con-
tinuing Education (UNM-CE). Saturday meetings will still include a Zoom 
component, and Tuesday night meetings (6:30 – 8:30 pm) will be strictly 
online (Zoom only). 

SWW ANNUAL MEETING 
See You There OR See You On Zoom

OCTOBER 2

Additional information on page 4

The SWW SWAG store at 
SWWSwag.redbubble.com  is 
now open! 

With the pressures of COVID, 
fundraising is more important than 
ever to the health of  SWW pro-
grams. So please visit the SWW 
shop and help keep SouthWest 
Writers growing.

Because of limited space at the 
SWW office and the ease of ordering 
directly from Redbubble, merchan-
dise in general is not available from 
SWW, but there’s one exception— 
keychains. SWW logo keychains 
are now available at the office or 
in-person meetings and can be had 
for a $10 donation—$15 if you want 
them mailed. There are NO free 
keychains.  

Other fundraising efforts that 
are on-going include: gift mem-
berships, direct appeals, Amazon 
smile, and Network for Good. In 
total, these efforts so far have pro-
duced $1,003 for SWW. SWAG sales 
only started Sept. 2 so sales num-
bers aren’t yet available.  

October 2 - 20, Ramblings and Reflections: 
Winning Words of SouthWest Writers’ 2021 
Contest will be available at Amazon.com 
for the member price of $15. After October 
20 the price goes up to $24.95, SO ORDER 
NOW.

Winners’ contest placings will be an-
nounced and prizes awarded at the Octo-
ber 2 annual meeting. So as not to spoil 
the moment, placings will be published in 
the November SAGE. 

Ramblings and Reflections

Put A Little 
SWW SWAG 
In Your Step 

or on your hat, or in your tote bag...

http://SWWSwag.redbubble.com
http://Amazon.com


CONTENTS

4

SouthWest Sage
Published monthly by the Board of Directors of 

SouthWest Writers,  
a nonprofit, tax exempt 501 (c) (3) organization.

Articles and stories are copyrighted by the author. Send-
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1 &4
Look Who JOINED SWW 

in August

Donations accepted 
at the SWW office, 
3200 Carlisle Blvd. 
NE, Suite 114, Albu-
querque, NM 87110, 
or online through the 
SWW website:
www.southwestwriters.
com (click the Dona-
tions tab and fill out 
the form to process 
your gift).

Donating to SWW can be as easy as rounding UP 
your membership dues or going to the Website. 
Earmark your gift for a specific purpose if you like.

GIVE TO SWW!
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Parris Award Winner Announced

Kathleen Holmes
Sandra Aguirre-Magaña

John Floyd
Tammy Lough

Eve Fain
Anna Sochocky

Barbara Genovese
Kimberly Lindsey

Susan Katz
Jennifer Priest Mitchell

Mike Gates
Susan Broidy
Patricia Gable

October 2 In-Person/Zoom Hybrid
MEETING INFO

The SAGE Writing  Challenge
The Cousins
by RH Marshall

AZ-NM Book Awards 
Finalists Announced

Plan for Mortality



President’s Corner

Rose Marie
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I saw it in the SAGE!
What’s Inside?

Greetings my friends,

As our world slowly grinds back around to 
a new normal, it is meet that we should re-
flect on how circumstances have changed 
us.  This pandemic was a natural disaster.  It 
was not an earthquake, blizzard, hurricane 
or tornado.  Those things focus on a specific 
location for a relatively short period of time 
while the majority of the people in other, non-effected 
regions mostly commiserate from a distance, possibly 
sending prayers and funds. There are many such disas-
ters that never reach the attention of the inhabitants of 
other countries.

This Covid natural disaster touches every person 
worldwide. Because we are all individuals, we all view it 
with whatever education, attitudes or experiences have 
defined our lives to this point. We are bombarded by 
guidance from our governments, our families, our phy-
sicians, our spiritual leaders…and frequently the view-
points on it are dramatically opposed.  

As the leader of SouthWest Writers, I simply ask one 
thing: That we care enough about each other’s health 

and well-being to take the advice of our 
medical professionals when we come to-
gether for our in-person meetings.  A sig-
nificant number of our members are se-
nior citizens, and as one of those myself, 
I know we are more likely to catch colds 
and viruses. 

Please, wear masks when you are not 
eating or drinking. The masks do garble 
words, and, as our speakers will be in the 
front of the room, they may choose not to 
wear them for clarity when they speak. 

There are microphones in the room to pick up ques-
tions and the words of anyone who wants to make an 
announcement or reveal a success. We will set up the 
room so that people have more than the normal “elbow 
room” and UNM does allow people to bring personal 
lunches/drinks to the event. 

I am a hugger and will have a hard time holding back 
from reaching out to all of you with my usual enthusi-
asm, but am determined to allow other people to define 
their personal space when we meet on October 2.  I look 
forward to seeing you then!

The October 2 meeting will 
mark the first time in more 
than 18 months that members have had the opportuni-
ty to meet one another in person. Everything you need 
to know, including words of encouragement and a re-
minder from SWW President Rose Kern to “allow other 
people to define their personal space,” appears on pages 
1 and 4 and in the President’s Corner (above).  

We know many of you were hoping for advance no-
tice of the 2021 Writing Contest placings in this edition 
of the SAGE, but the SAGE is no spoiler. The winners 
will be announced first at the October 2 meeting and 
will then be published in the November SAGE. In the 
meantime, order your copy of  Ramblings and Reflec-
tions, the 2021 writing contest winners anthology. Or-
der before October 20 using the link on page 1 to get  
limited-time-only members’ pricing.

One winner we CAN announce is that of the recip-
ient of this year’s Parris Award. Annually, winners of 
SouthWest Writers most prestigious award are nominat-
ed and selected by the Board of Directors. Find out who 
won on page 4.

Organizers of the NM/AZ Book Awards have also 
given us permission to announce finalists in their an-
nual contest. The names of  finalists who are also paid-
up members of SWW (as of Sept. 25, 2021)  appear on 
page 7. 
On pages 13 and 14, you’ll find several new contests 

to enter,  sponsored  by Western Writers of America and 
Mystery Writers of America. And, remember to check 
the SAGE Challenge on page 6.  This month, you get 
1,000 words!

Kathy Louise Schuit
Editor
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The SWW Board 
of Directors has 
selected Kirt 
Hickman as the 
organization’s 
Parris Award re-
cipient for 2021. 

H i c km a n ,  
author of the 
award-winning 
science-fiction 

thrillers Worlds Asunder and Venus 
Rain, was a technical writer for 14 
years before branching into fiction. 
His methodical approach to self-ed-
iting has helped many people make 
sense of the mass of advice available 
to the novice writer.  He teaches 
self-editing classes through South-
West Writers.  He has been a mentor 
in the SWW mentoring program, has 
spoken at numerous conferences, 
and, for 37 consecutive months, has 
contributed a column titled “Revis-
ing Fiction” to the SouthWest SAGE. 
He has also written Mercury Sun, the 
fantasy novels Fabler’s Legend and 
Assassins’ Prey and two children’s 
books.  His writer’s guide, Revising 
Fiction—Making Sense of the Mad-
ness won a New Mexico Book award 
for Best How-To and was a finalist 
in the international IBPA Benjamin 
Franklin Awards.

2021 Parris Award
Winner

Kirt Hickman• UNM-CE is located at 1634 
University Blvd NE, Albu-
querque, NM 87131. This is a 
couple blocks north of Lomas 
on the east side of the street 
next to the old masonic lodge.  
There is easy access from all di-
rections and parking is free on 
both sides of the building.

• We will be using Room C in the 
North building, which is on the 
north side of the building. It will 
be set up classroom style with a 
lot of space between seats, so 
everyone will have a surface to 
write on. Big TV screens and a 
drop-down projection screen in 
the room will display whoever 
is speaking at the time. 

• COVID REQUIREMENTS: At 
this time, we do not know what the 
state will require in October when 
it comes to masks, though we en-
courage all our members to wear 
them and to be vaccinated to pro-
tect each other. As of this printing 
masks are required at UNM. If the 
governor shuts down N.M. again, 
we will send out elerts as soon as 
possible and go back to Zoom only. 

• UPON ARRIVAL: The SWW 
Business table will be staffed for 
those wanting to renew their 
membership or pay for upcom-
ing workshops and classes.  We 
will also have some examples of 
SWAG items available.

• FOOD:  We will NOT have 
tables set out for community 
food, however everyone can 
bring their own covered drink 
and something to eat for them-

selves. There are a couple vend-
ing machines in the building. 

• Smoking and alcoholic bev-
erages are NOT allowed in the 
building.

• WIFI: Anyone attending events/
classes may utilize UNM-CE wifi.  
Within the building the wifi is 
Lobo Guest. Lobo Guest requires 
no password, but needs the user 
to open a web browser when they 
connect. The browser should au-
tomatically redirect to the Terms of 
Service Page, where the user must 
consent to UNM’s Use Policies.

• PARKING FOR THOSE 
WITH DISABILITIES: Please 
leave the parking spaces at the 
northern end, close to the build-
ing for those struggling with dis-
abilities.  This allows them to eas-
ily enter through the north door, 
which is closer to our room.  All 
others should enter via the main 
entrance facing west.

• BOOK SALES:  As we are feel-
ing our way with this first meet-
ing we do not plan to have a 
community book sales table, 
however, individuals wanting 
to bring their own books for 
sale may do so.  We ask that you 
please set up either in the back 
row or at the end of a row so as 
not to impede movement.

• SUCCESSES AND AN-
NOUNCEMENTS will still be 
allowed via either Zoom or in per-
son. If you are at the meeting you 
can line up when we call for the an-
nouncements. If you are watching 
via Zoom place your name in the 
chat room as we have been doing.

MEETING IN PERSON
What To Expect, What To Do 

SEE YOU THERE!



Take a Class Via Zoom
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REGISTER for classes by calling the SWW office (505-830-6034, Mon-
day-Thursday, 9:00 am – noon), or by using the SouthWest Writers online 
registration form at SouthWestwriters.com. (Our online payment portal 
utilizes PayPal, but you’ll be given an option to pay by credit card without 
signing into PayPal.)

Register on the SWW website: southwest writers.com/classes/

Scenes—and their sequels—are the building blocks of storytelling, whether 
it’s fiction or memoir. You can create a plot from a list of key scenes. The “se-
quel” is the back end of a scene, showing how the world has changed after 
the action in the scene. The class will explore how to create scenes that are 
fractals of your larger story, complete with dialog, motive, conflict, drama, 
and resolve. In these six two-hour classes, we will spend the first hour look-
ing at the principles of great scenes, and the second hour looking at scenes 
submitted by students. Course materials include handouts for each session.

• ROB SPIEGEL’S first published writing was a children’s story in 1976. 
Since, he has published countless short stories, six books, and thou-
sands of articles. His involvement in SWW goes back to the early 1980s 
when he gave talks on writing for the short story Romance Market—
you know, True Confessions.

To Register: Call the SWW office (505-830-6034, Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am – noon), 
or by using the online registration form. (Our online payment portal utilizes PayPal, 
but you’ll be given an option to pay by credit card without signing into PayPal.)

Zoom Meeting: The Zoom invitation link and the password will be emailed to 
those who purchase this class. For more information, please contact the class/
workshop coordinator at Info@SWWriters.com.

Writing Scenes That Drive Your Story

6-week Course
Wednesdays: October 27, 
                        November 3, 10, 17, 24, 
                        and December 1
4:00 – 6:00 pm
Platform: Zoom
$120 SWW members; 
$180 Nonmembers

with Rob Spiegel

$60 SWW members; $90 Nonmembers

SouthWest Writers Exclusive Three-week Class

http://SouthWestwriters.com
https://www.southwestwriters.com/classes/
mailto:Info%40SWWriters.com?subject=
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The Sage Writing 
Challenge

OCTOBER

The SouthWest SAGE newsletter is the professional 
publication of SouthWest Writers. Submissions focusing 
on all aspects of research, writing, and publishing in any 
genre are welcome. To familiarize yourself with the types 
of articles published in the SouthWest SAGE, read past is-
sues at southwestwriters.com.

Here are four ways you may be included:
•	 Write	an	article	for	the	SAGE	related	to	the	craft	of	

writing,	getting	published,	etc.
•	 Enter	 stories,	 poems,	 or	 articles	 inspired	 by	 the	

monthly	 writing	 challenge	 announced	 in	 each	
SAGE.

•	 Send	in	a	short	story/poem/essay	of	your	own—on	
any	topic	(inclusion	in	the	SAGE	is	subject	to	the	
discretion	of	the	editor).

•	 Enter	 artwork/photographs	 related	 to	 writing	 in	
general	or	accompanying	your	stories. 

SouthWest SAGE

Send questions or submissions to:
Kathy Schuit
SouthWest SAGE Editor
sage@swwriters.com

• Payment is in bylines and clips. 
• Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next 

issue. 
• Standard article lengths are from 300-800 words; 

certain Sage Challenges may set more specific word 
count requirements (see the Challenge description 
box, left). Submissions may be edited for accuracy, 
readability and length. Submissions must be tasteful; 
free from profanity, explicit sex or violence, political 
commentary, etc. 

• Send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document in 12 pt. size. Single 
spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts. 
To ensure proper author credit, your name or pen 
name must appear within the document you sub-
mit. Submissions with no name will not be con-
sidered.

• Polish your work. Submissions should be profes-
sional in appearance and quality of writing, fully 
edited and ready for publication. 

• Accompanying art/photographs are appreciated 
but proper attribution and permission is required.

• Inclusion in the SAGE is subject to the discretion 
of the editor. 

SAGE CHALLENGE 
AND ARTICLE SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES

Read, understand and follow the guidelines for submission, above. 
Submissions that do not comply with the guidelines will not be considered.

I rule over a kingdom of crested newts and a fat, dis-
interested cat named Newton. I live in a turreted, run-
down castle built by forgotten ancestors on this flat 
desert land that offers nothing for me to see but skies 
touching endless horizons. A shallow river, good only 
for newts, flows toward kingdoms ruled by my sisters. 
There, it widens and tumbles over mountains to feed 
beautiful lakes in magical forests. I am not the King’s 
favorite daughter.

I am forbidden marriage so the red flames of my hair 
and the darkness of my eyes might be contained. Only 
my sisters’ fair beauty goes on in their children. I love my 
nieces and nephews for they, unlike my sisters, are un-

selfish and good. I am not so good. I dream of invading 
my sisters’ lands and conquering at least one mountain 
and lake, the one where unicorns drink and fairies play.

Invading with what? An armada of newts sent down 
the river? With Newton at the helm? Only he is not in-
terested.

In summers, when my sisters tire of their children, 
they send them to me. How can I entertain them in this 
featureless land when they come from such abundance 
of beauty? But they are good children. They help me 
up when I trip for looking at the clouds and the stars 
instead of the path under my feet, or else they join me 
on the ground and find creatures yet unknown in the 
clouds, or huge spirals of stars in the night. They smooth 
the newts’ crested heads and let Newton sleep on their 

The Cousins
by RH Marshall

Write a short story (no more than 
1,000 words) that contains at least 
one supernatural being. 

The Challenge for September was to write a story starting 
with: “I rule over a kingdom of crested newts and a fat, 
disinterested cat...”

mailto:sage@swwriters.com
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laps. And they ask, once again, why I have given them 
no cousins to play with. They run their fingers through 
the flames in my hair, unafraid of burns. They look in 
my eyes, unafraid of darkness, and say they are beautiful, 
like pools with dancing flakes of moonlight. And they tell 
me that they must, absolutely, have cousins like me, and 
promise they’ll do something to change the King’s mind.

And true to their promise, one summer they came 
bringing an ancient wizard with them. On his back, he 
carried a silver bow and a quiver filled with wands. Fair-
ies and elves followed, mounted on unicorns and wild 
beasts from their forests. The wizard, with the fairies 

helping his aim, began shooting wands in every direc-
tion. He turned rocks into trees, made a snow-tipped 
mountain, and flowers and meadows appear.  He made 
forests and villages and a lake that shimmered with fish. 
The arrow wands touched the land and made it fertile. 
People left my sisters’ unkind rules and brought their 
farm animals and pets. The crested newts thrived, and 
Newton became interested in a long-haired girl cat.

And then came the dark, handsome stranger.
And the red flames spread, and my nieces and neph-

ews got their wish of cousins with dark eyes like pools 
in the moonlight.

WWWinning!
SWW Members Share Their Successes

Darynda Jones
David Knop
David Kyea

Donald Willerton
Edith Tarbescu
Esther Jantzen
Holly Harrison

Jacqueline M Loring
Jasmine Tritten
Joan E Berish

Jodi Lea Stewart
Joseph Badal
Joyce Trainor

Corrales Writing Group
Kirt Hickman

Larada Horner-Miller
Loretta Hall
Marcia Meier
Marcia Rosen

Mary Candace Mize
Melody Groves
Neill McKee

Patricia Walkow
Rhenna St Clair

RJ Mirabal
Roscoe Champion
Sarah H Baker
Sherri Burr

SouthWest Writers
Sue Houser

Finalists in the NM/AZ Book Awards have been 
announced and the list is rife with SWW members!  

The past two years have brought a great deal of change 
to SouthWest Writers as our determination to continue 
being relevant to writers who strive towards becoming 
great authors has had to overcome the restrictions of a 
pandemic. This commitment to the SWW mission stim-
ulated our Zoom meetings and lecture series, which, in 
turn, attracted new members from around the country. 

In every volunteer organization there is a core group 
of people that makes things happen.  SWW has been 
lucky to have many dedicated individuals with the skills 
to help us advance. But because we are not a big corpo-
ration, our volunteers rotate through periods of dedi-
cated time and energy and then need to step back as the 
next group steps up to show what they can do.  

The Collegium is what we call our team of people 
who recruit and manage SWW speakers and education-
al programs. A VERY important part of that is the Zoom 
team. Every meeting, workshop, class and seminar re-
quires two Zoom hosts—this is in case one host’s com-
puter fails, then the event would continue in the care of 
the co-host. Right now, about six people are juggling all 
our events and we could definitely use more help!   

There are great advantages to being on the Zoom 
team, the most obvious is inclusion in any class or work-
shop you want to take part in but don’t have the money 
for.  The team meets once a month to discuss upcoming 
events. Because there is a pool of people working to-
gether, should you need to pull out of doing an event, 
there are people to jump in and help out. 

Our Zoom team leader is Lisa Durkin, a recently 
retired physics teacher.  Lisa’s Zoom skills were honed 
over the last two months and she is happy to share what 
she knows.  

Would you like to become a Zoom All-Star?   If so, 
please contact Lisa at durkinteacher@gmail.com. 

Are you a Zoom All-Star?

mailto:durkinteacher%40gmail.com?subject=


Saturday, Oct. 2, 10 a.m. (MT)  
“Hybrid” MEETING (Come in or Zoom in)
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To RegisTeR 
Call the SWW office (505-830-6034, Monday–Thursday, 9 a.m.–
noon) or use one of the online forms (Free-to-Members Registration or 
$20 Non-Member Registration) on the website: southwestwriters.com, 
Workshops page. (Our online payment portal utilizes PayPal, but you’ll 
be given an option to pay by credit card without signing into PayPal.)

The Zoom invitation link and the password will be emailed to those 
who purchase this workshop. For SWW members, the link and pass-
word will be sent once membership is verified. Please contact the class/
workshop coordinator at Info@SWWriters.com for more information.

OR, Join the Zoom Meeting
Our Zoom log-in policy has changed due to disruptions to our free meetings. Non-members are now required to contact our office (505-830-6034 or  
info@SWWriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to receive links to upcoming meetings. SWW members sign into the Members Only portion of the website. 
Once in the Members Portal, follow the Zoom log-in directions posted prior to the meeting.

Saturday, Oct. 2, 12:30 p.m. (MT) 
“Hybrid” Workshop (Come in or Zoom in)

♦ SWW members: Free  ♦ Non-members: $20

One of the biggest obstacles any writer 
faces is finishing the first draft of a novel. As 
Joyce Carol Oates said, “Getting the first draft 
finished is like pushing a peanut with your 
nose across a very dirty floor.” 

Enter National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo), 
which has generated one of the most effective approaches to 
writing a first draft of a novel and bounding to new imagina-
tive heights. In the first section, Grant Faulkner will discuss 
ways to banish your inner editor, dive into your work with 
creative abandon, and write boldly on the page. Come with 
questions about your writing challenges and be prepared to 
write with abandon! During the second section, Kathy Kitts 
will lead creative exercises specifically designed to put these 
and other techniques into immediate practice.

Please have these materials handy: something to write 
with and on, magazines, tape and poster board or card-
board for collage.

Using Scenes To Build Your Story 
with Rob Spiegel

Scenes are the building blocks of storytelling, whether 
you’re writing a novel, short story, or memoir. If you get 
scenes right, you get your story right. The scene is the ac-
tion, the sequel is what follows from that action. Dorothy 
confronting the Cowardly Lion is the action of the scene. 
The Cowardly Lion singing and joining Dorothy’s merry 
band is the action’s sequel. This talk will explore the el-
ements needed to create powerful—and sometimes quiet 
— scenes and sequels in your storytelling.

ROB SPIEGEL’S first pub-
lished writing was a chil-
dren’s story in 1976. Since, 
he has published countless 
short stories, six books, 
and thousands of articles. 
His involvement in SWW 
goes back to the early 1980s 
when he gave talks on writ-
ing for the short story Ro-
mance Market—you know, 
True Confessions.

In-Person Meeting Information and Directions on pages 1 and 4 

NaNoWriMo
with Kathy Kitts and Grant Faulkner

GRANT FAULKNER is the Executive Director of 
National Novel Writing Month and the co-founder 
of 100 Word Story. He’s published Pep Talks for Writ-
ers: 52 Insights and Actions to Boost Your Creative 
Mojo, and he also co-hosts Write-minded, a weekly 
podcast on writing and publishing.

DR. KATHY KITTS, a former president of SWW, is a 
planetary geologist by day and speculative 
fiction writer by night. Her latest short 
fiction has appeared in Amazing Stories, 
James Gunn’s Ad Astra, and Mad Scientist 
Journal. Her short story collection Getting 
What You Need is available on Amazon.

In-Person Meeting Information and 
Directions on pages 1 and 4 

http://southwestwriters.com
mailto:info@SWWriters.com
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Tuesday, Oct. 19, 6:30 p.m. (MT) ZOOM Meeting

Join the Zoom Meeting
Our Zoom log-in policy has changed 
due to disruptions to our free meetings. 
Non-members are now required to con-
tact our office (505-830-6034 or info@
swwriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to 
receive links to upcoming meetings. 
SWW members sign into the Members 
Only portion of the website. Once in the 
Members Portal, follow the Zoom log-in 
directions posted prior to the meeting.

To RegisTeR foR WoRkshops
Register on the SWW website: SouthWestwriters.com. Or call all the SWW office (505-830-6034, Monday–Thursday, 9 a.m. – noon). You may also contact the class/
workshop coordinator at info@SWWriters.com for more information.

FREE TO MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS

David J. Corwell will discuss all things horror and 
suspense—at least the topics that can be covered 
in the time allotted. Please bring all your questions 
about these exciting genres, as this session will be 
run as an open discussion among members.
DAVID J. CORWELL Y CHÁVEZ’S stories ap-
pear in Hazard Yet Forward, Tales of the New 
Mexico Mythos: Weird Fiction From the Land of 
Enchantment, Voices of New Mexico, Día de los 
Muertos: A Day of the Dead Anthology, Tales of 
the Talisman (Volume 6, Issue #2), and Cloaked 
in Shadow: Dark Tales of Elves. He is a gradu-
ate of the Odyssey Fantasy Writing Workshop, the Borderlands Press Writer’s 
Boot Camp, and the Seton Hill Writing Popular Fiction program. He’s been an 
active member and volunteer with SWW since 2000.

On The Edge Of Their Seats — Horror And Suspense
THIS IS A ZOOM MEETING

• OCTOBER 12: The Worlds and Wonders of Speculative Fiction—An Overview
Panelists: Bruce Kingsolver, Kirt Hickman, Dollie Williams, Natalie Wright, David Lee Summers
From underground tunnel homes on the moon to elves in Washington D.C., authors transport their audiences to ideas, times, and 
places that extend beyond the limitations of a person’s imagination. In a world that likes to classify writing into categories, how does a 
writer know what to call what they are writing? Let’s discuss all things weird and wonderful!
• OCTOBER 19: On the Edge of their Seats: Horror and Suspense with David Corwell
This presentation takes place during our regular Tuesday evening meeting. See above for more information.
• OCTOBER 26: Fantasy Genres
Panelists: Joyce Hertzoff, Bruce Kingsolver, David Lee Summers, Vicky Murata, Kirt Hickman
From Steampunk to Lord of the Rings, what are the fantasy genres and how do they cross over?
• NOVEMBER 2: Purely Science Fiction
Panelists: Kirt Hickman, Geoff Habiger, Dollie Williams, Natalie Wright
What does life in outer space really look like? Is time travel ever a real possibility? Do alternate universes really exist? Will future gen-
erations mutate and have superpowers? How far can fiction go and still fall within the realm of science?

Tuesdays: October 12, 19, 26 and November 2
6:30 – 8:30 pm, except October 19 from 7 to 8 pm

Platform: Zoom Live Meeting

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

The Worlds and Wonders of Speculative Fiction

Wildly popular, Speculative Fiction covers everything from Horror and Suspense to Science Fiction, Magic and 
Fantasy of all kinds. Let’s explore the topic in depth with authors who live in those worlds.

PANELIST/AUTHOR BIOS ON NEXT PAGE

mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
http://SouthWestwriters.com
mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
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Speculative Fiction Creative Author/Panelists
 
David J. Corwell y Chávez’s stories appear in Hazard Yet Forward, Tales of the New 
Mexico Mythos: Weird Fiction From the Land of Enchantment, Voices of New Mexi-
co, Día de los Muertos: A Day of the Dead Anthology, Tales of the Talisman (Volume 
6, Issue #2), and Cloaked in Shadow: Dark Tales of Elves. He is a graduate of the 
Odyssey Fantasy Writing Workshop, the Borderlands Press Writer’s Boot Camp, 
and the Seton Hill Writing Popular Fiction program. 
 

Geoff Habiger grew up in the wild hinterland of the Flint Hills of Kansas where he 
awoke to the sounds of peacocks and roaring lions. Currently the managing editor at 
Artemesia Publishing, Geoff is an avid gamer and author of high fantasy and horror.

Joyce Hertzoff spent more than 45 years in the scientific publishing business be-
fore leaping off to a retirement filled with more interesting literary opportunities. 
Her fantasy series The Crystal Odyssey began with The Crimson Orb in 2014. Since 
then she has won several awards in fantasy, YA books and middle grade books.

Kirt Hickman, author of the award-winning science-fiction thrillers Worlds Asunder 
and Venus Rain, has also written Mercury Sun, and the fantasy novels Fabler’s Legend 
and Assassins’ Prey. He teaches self-editing classes through SouthWest Writers, and 
contributes a monthly column entitled “Revising Fiction” to SouthWest SAGE.

 
BR Kingsolver, author of urban fantasy and science fiction, grew up surrounded 
by writers, artists, myths, and folklore in Santa Fe, The City Different, in the Land 
of Enchantment. After living all over the US and exploring the world—from Am-
sterdam to Russia to the Rocky Mountains—Kingsolver, a passionate lifetime skier, 
currently spends time writing.

Victoria Murata, a retired educator living in Albuquerque, writes historical fiction 
and fantasy. Her most recent book, The Acolyte (published in March 2021), is the 
first in her Magicians of the Beyond series.

 
David Lee Summers is the author of a dozen novels and over 80 published short 
stories. In 2017 he was nominated for SFPA’s Dwarf Stars Award. His novels include 
The Solar Sea and The Brazen Shark, which was voted best steampunk novel in the 
2017 Preditors and Editors Reader’s Poll.

 
Dollie Williams writes futuristic science fiction.  She is the author of the Chesan Legacy 
Series, an epic space adventure with dynamic characters and intriguing plot twists.

 
Natalie Wright writes science fiction, fantasy and dystopian novels for teens and 
adults. She is the author of HALF, an award-winning science fiction series, and The 
Akasha Chronicles, a young adult fantasy trilogy. She lives in the high desert of 
Tucson, Arizona with her husband, teen daughter, and two cat overlords.



Sherri L. 
Burr is the 
author of 
over two dozen books. Her 
27th book, Complicated 
Lives: Free Blacks in Vir-
ginia: 1619-1865 (Carolina 
Academic Press, 2019), was 
nominated for the Pulitzer 
Prize in History. A graduate 
of Mount Holyoke College, 
Princeton University, and 
Yale Law School, Burr has 
been a member of South-
West Writers for over 30 
years. She currently serves 
as President of New Mexi-
co Press Women and on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Authors Guild Foundation. 
In 2021, she was named 
the National Federation of 
Press Women Communi-
cator of Achievement and 
received the Alumnae As-
sociation of Mount Holy-
oke College Achievement 
Award.
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The 
Writing 
Life 

by 
Sherri L. 
Burr

If we live long enough, we lose people we love. At my 
brother’s funeral, I eulogized him by 
discussing how he boarded the train 
of my life when I was 19 months old 
and disembarked when we were 
both in our fifties. After my friend 
Carolyn Wheelock passed on April 
30 of this year, I wrote about our 27 
years of sharing and critiquing each 
other’s stories. I had danced at her 
wedding and attended the funeral 
of her husband. Carolyn’s sister, Do-
ris, gave away her books, and I picked 
out Being Mortal by Dr. Atul Gawande. 
I was, no doubt, drawn to his words 
because my 80-something mother had 
been hospitalized two weeks before 
Carolyn’s passing. Indeed, I would later 
learn they had been in the same hospi-
tal on the same night.

The premise of Being Mortal is that 
modern medicine has made confronting 
the constraints of the human form both 
hard and hellish for those approaching 
their last breath and for their loved ones 
who survive them. As I prepare to speak 
at funerals and memorial services, or 
write obituaries, I’m drawn to the dash, 
the line between the beginning and the 
end. And, yet this book made me real-
ize that permitting folks a dignified exit 
should be part of their story.

Dr. Gawande points out that prior 
to the 1950s, most people died at home 
surrounded by loved ones who record-
ed their last words. With rises in income and medical 
advances, a majority started passing away in hospitals, 
while hooked up to breathing machines and monitors. 
With tubes invading their throats, they could not bid 
loved ones a final goodbye or dictate a final will for their 
signature. My maternal grandparents, father, and broth-
er all died in hospitals. They never had, what Swedish 

Plan for Mortality doctors call, “breakpoint discussions.” These conversa-
tions sort out when to switch from fighting for time to 
fighting for the other things people value, such as being 

with family or traveling or enjoying 
chocolate ice cream.

As a professor of wills and trusts 
law and author of Wills and Trusts 
in a Nutshell, 5th Edition, I under-
stand the reluctance to initiate these 
discussions. To do so requires us 
to contemplate mortality, the un-
known date at the end of the dash.

Authors and writers with copy-
rights and contracts that may con-
tinue after our demise should con-
template the dignified end, if for no 

other reason than to set up our “Liter-
ary Estate” or “Literary Trust.” With a 
Literary Estate, all the contracts and 
copyrights are managed by the des-
ignated executor in your will or the 
personal representative appointed to 
oversee your estate should you die in-
testate—without a will.

Authors can also set up a Literary 
Trust, name themselves as the Trust-
ee and assign all their copyrights and 
contracts to their Literary Trust. This 
permits authors to manage their lit-
erary assets until exhaling for the last 
time. Then the successor trustee takes 
over. The successor trustee can be an 
individual or an institution. The Au-
thors Guild, for example, manages lit-
erary trusts. The General Counsel told 
me that the Guild will take a 10 percent 
management fee and then distribute 

the income as designated in the Trust. The Authors 
Guild may be one of the beneficiaries, but it does not 
have to be. The beneficiaries can be individuals, insti-
tutions, or both.

Accepting mortality enables us to plan ahead, so 
that our literary work will continue to assist those we 
care about.
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2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOMINEES
The following SWW members have been nominated for election to the 2022 Executive Committee. They have ac-
cepted those nominations and will stand for election at the October 2 Annual Meeting.

SWW members in good standing may vote:
1. In person during SWW’s annual meeting on Saturday, October 2. The meeting will run from 10 a.m.–noon, but 
voting will end at 11 a.m.
2. ELECTRONIC VOTING HAS ENDED. Please contact the SWW office (505-830-6034 or info@swwriters.
com) if you were not able to vote electronically and cannot attend the in-person meeting.

Nominee for SWW President:
Brenda Cole
Brenda has been an educator for children from preschool through high school. Her multiple life 
sciences degrees led to teaching Biology and Western Medicine at three different institutions. She 
splits her time between writing, art projects, and genealogy. Over the years she has become an 
award-winning author of nonfiction short stories. Brenda is the current vice-president of SWW 
and chair of the Collegium Committee.

Nominee for SWW Vice-president:
Joe Brown
Joe writes historical fiction and memoirs. He retired from his USAF military and civil service careers 
in 2010 as a Senior Analyst advising the Commander, USAF Flight Test Center. He is a member of 
SouthWest Writers, Western Writers of America, Military Writers Society of America, and several 
non-profit organizations.

Nominee for SWW Secretary:
Dan Wetmore
Dan is a North Carolina transplant, having landed in New Mexico after twenty years’ peripatations with 
the U.S. military, during which he performed tours of duty in a nuclear missile silo as an ICBM launch 
officer, as an Instructor of Ethics and Logic at the US Air Force Academy, launching satellites aboard 
decommissioned ICBMs, and overseeing a communications post in southern Turkey. His dual degrees 
are in Philosophy. Dan is a poet and essayist who was the 2021 chair of the SWW writing contest. He is 
presently editing and formatting Winning Words of SouthWest Writers, SWW’s 2021 anthology.

Nominee for SWW Treasurer:
Rose Marie Kern
Rose attended Butler University where she began her studies in Arts Administration, though she received 
her Bachelor’s degree in Non-Profit management from the University of New Mexico. In addition to 
working for the FAA and later Lockheed Martin, Rose has owned and managed her own business since 
2003. As an author, Rose has had over a thousand articles published in national and regional magazines 
on solar energy, sustainable living, solar cooking, aviation, and organic gardening, and has written five 
books. Currently she works with authors who want to learn how to self-publish, and has given a number 
of classes and workshops for SWW. Rose has been a member of the SouthWest Writers since January of 
2006, and a board member since 2008. She is familiar with the history and the present workings of SWW’s finances and has 
worked closely over the past couple years with Jennifer Black, outgoing treasurer, and ReVaH Loring, the office manager.
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OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WRITERS

Information and registration: CLICK HERE 
Registration for Left Coast Crime includes a Welcome 
Reception, two special Breakfasts (seating limited), the 
“Lefty” Awards Banquet, and admission to all panels 
and interviews.
Discounts apply on tickets purchased before January 1, 2022.

ABOUT THE “LEFTY” AWARD
The Left Coast Crime “Lefty” Awards are fan awards chosen by reg-
istered members of the Left Coast Crime convention. Nominations 
for awards to be presented at each annual convention are made by 
people registered for that convention and also the immediately prior 
convention. A ballot listing the official nominees is given to each 
registrant when they check in at the convention, and final voting 
takes place at the convention. The ballots are tabulated and that 
year’s “Lefty” Awards are presented at the Awards Celebration.

Do You Love to Travel?
Travel stories wanted!!!

The Red Penguin 
Collection is adding 
a location-specific 
book series, Trav-
el Tips & Tales. Both 
fiction and nonfiction 
works will be featured 
in volumes focus-
ing on geographical 
settings rather than 
genre. This series will 
begin in Europe, and 
if you have any great 
travel stories or tips, 
or are a writer of short stories, poetry, non-fiction, or 
dramatic works of 5000 words or less, we are accepting 
submissions whose local settings include England, Ire-
land, Italy, France, and Spain. We are looking especially 
for works that mention landmarks and popular places 
for readers who will love to recognize these settings in 
the stories.
 
CLICK HERE to submit, get more details and see future 
volumes.

Prize: Publication and a $10,000 advance.

Deadline: To be considered for the 2022 competition, all submissions must 
be received by 11:59 p.m. EST on December 17, 2021.

Description: Mysteries by unpublished or self-published novelists. Murder 
or other serious crime must be at the heart of the work. Electronic submis-
sions only. All Manuscripts submitted: a) must be original works of book length (no less than 220 typewritten 
pages or approximately 60,000 words) written in the English language; b) must be written solely by the entrant, 
who may not be the author of any previously Published Novel; c) must not violate any right of any third party or 
be libelous, and d) must be submitted in accordance with the Guidelines and online entry HERE.

Manuscripts must be submitted as Microsoft Word documents or PDFs. All manuscripts must be double-spaced, with pages 
numbered consecutively from beginning to end. All manuscripts must be saved as “Manuscript Title_Entrant Name.”

Writing 
Contests You Can Enter

NOW

Writing 

Contests You 

Can Enter

NOW

Writing 
Contests You 
Can Enter

NOW

St. Martin’s Minotaur / Mystery Writers of America 
First Crime Novel Competition

https://leftcoastcrime.org/2022/Registration.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjJNjkxQwWafgKFWJiUOSL0O1dSZ0iJ34Z4z5ZHgOvsHp1Aw/viewform
https://mysterywriters.org/about-mwa/st-martins/
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Writing 
Contests You Can Enter

NOW

Writing 

Contests You 

Can Enter

NOW

Writing 
Contests You 
Can Enter

NOW

INDIGNOR HOUSE PUBLISHING  
Annual Writing Competition

Submittals will be accepted 
September 1, 2021 through March 
31, 2022. 
WORD COUNT: up to 5,000 
words 
PRIZES: 

• 1st place wins $500, 
• 2nd place wins $250, and 
• 3rd wins $150, plus an award, a certificate, and 

a hard cover book with cover jacket. 
We will be responding to each submittal with a critique.

For more information and submission CLICK HERE.

Prize: Publication and a $10,000 advance

Deadline: TBD 2022

Sponsor: Western Writers of America and St. Martin’s 
Press, LLC

Description: Unpublished mystery novels (approxi-
mately 60,000 words) set in the Southwest by unpub-
lished mystery novelists. 

Before entering, please ensure that your manuscript is 
formatted as follows:

• The manuscript must be either a Microsoft 
Word document or a PDF

• Text must be double spaced
• Pages must be numbered consecutively from 

beginning to end
• The Manuscript must be saved as “Manuscript 

Title_Entrant Name”
• Do not include Entrant name in the manuscript 

itself.

The Tony Hillerman Prize is awarded annually to the 
first-time author of a mystery set in the southwestern 
United States. It is co-sponsored by Wordharvest and St. 
Martin’s Press.

Deadlines for the 2022 contest are not yet available on-
line, but tend to fall in January of each new year.  Read 
the rules and requirements and make sure your manu-
script is ready by clicking HERE!

WESTERN WRITERS OF AMERICA 
annually honors distinguished writing about the Amer-
ican West with the SPUR AWARDS. Since 1953 the Spur 
Awards have been considered one of the most prestigious 
awards in American literature. Spurs are given for the 
best western historical novel, best western traditional 
novel, best western contemporary novel, best short sto-
ry, best short nonfiction. Also, best contemporary non-
fiction, best biography, best history, best juvenile fiction 
and nonfiction, best drama, best documentary, and best 
first novel as well as best first nonfiction book.

Winners of Spur Awards in previous years include Anne 
Hillerman for Spider Woman’s Daughter, T. J. Stiles for 
Custer’s Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New America, 
Sandra Dallas for The Last Midwife,  Taylor Sheridan 
for “Wind River,” and David Grann for Killers of the 
Flower Moon.

 The Spur Awards are open to WWA members as well 
as to nonmembers.

All material published or produced between January 1 
and August 31, 2021 must be entered and received by 
October 1, 2021. All material published from Septem-
ber 1 through December 31, 2021 must be entered and 
received by January 15, 2022. Entries should be entered 
as early as possible in the competition year.

As the rules note, any entry that was first copyrighted and 
published/produced in the 2021 calendar year is eligible.

Rules, information and online entry HERE.

The Tony Hillerman Prize for Best 
First Mystery Set in the Southwest

https://indignorhouse.com/writing-competition/
https://us.macmillan.com/minotaurbooks/tonyhillermanprize/
https://westernwriters.org/spur-awards-rules-2022.pdf


The SWW Board of Directors meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month from 5:30 - 7:30 
p.m. Meetings are conducted via Zoom.

Board of Directors
Rose Marie Kern, President
Brenda Cole, Vice President
Jennifer Black, Treasurer
Patricia Walkow, Secretary

Joe Brown, Member At Large

Roger Floyd, Bylaws/Signage 
Cornelia Gamlem, Marketing/PR

Robert Kidera, Member At Large

Dr. Kathy Kitts, Fundraising
Jacqueline Murray Loring, Membership

Léonie Rosenstiel, Print Media

Kathy Schuit, Sage Editor
Kathy Wagoner, Website

Dan Wetmore, Writing Contest

SWW Board Meeting 
Summarized

September 2021
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• The board is preparing for hybrid (in person and 
ZOOM) meetings, starting on October 2, at the an-
nual meeting. 

• Membership is at 366, up from 306 at this time last 
year. ZOOM has expanded our membership to 
people who live outside of the Albuquerque area.

• SWW-branded merchandise is now available for 
purchase. Go to the SWW website and link to 
“SWW SWAG BRANDED PRODUCTS.” 

• The 2021 Annual Writing Contest has ended. Win-
ners will be announced at the general meeting on 
October 2. Winners’ stories and poems are includ-
ed in an anthology titled Ramblings and Reflections, 
and will be available at a reduced rate for a short 
period of time after publication. More info will be 
available at the Oct. 2 meeting.

• Officer election results will be announced at the 
October 2 meeting. If you have not already vot-
ed and are attending the general meeting, you can 
vote then.

SW
W

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114

Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034

email: info@swwriters.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com

mailto:info@swwriters.com
http://www.southwestwriters.com

