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MEETING DAYS CHANGE FOR 2022
Mark your calendar for the SECOND SATURDAY and THIRD 
WEDNESDAY of each month to make sure you’re there for every min-
ute of SWW’s outstanding line-up of meeting and workshop speakers.

Merry Holidays 

Rose Marie

Greetings all, 
This is the last monthly message you will be re-

ceiving from me. The last three years have been very 
challenging and my reward has been the joy of lead-
ing and working with some really fabulous people. In 
a period when many nonprofits suffered because of 
a world-wide pandemic, SWW has not only thrived 
but it has shined. Thankfully, we live in an era where 
technology allowed us to connect 
with each other even as we needed to 
ensure our safety through distancing 
physically. 

We have so much to be grateful for. 
We have older members whose studied 
capabilities and knowledge have pro-
vided a platform of stability. We have 
younger members who have grown up 
in the computer age and who energeti-
cally educated us about what methods 
we needed to be able to continue our 
mission of Writers Helping Writers.

We knew that Covid was a drain on members’ 
financial resources so we leveraged our savings to keep 
the organization functional. We were blessed that many 
people continued paying their membership fees—our 
primary funding—and others contributed a little extra 
so we could offer memberships to those less fortunate.

During a year when many groups stopped meeting at 
all, the SWW calendar grew and we continued training 
ourselves. We had to pull back from paying presenters, 
but incredibly, they GAVE us their time and expertise. 
Our team of Zoom-trained individuals performed over-

time hosting extra seminars in several genres on 
top of our usual meetings and workshops.

We are not out of the woods completely, but a 
return to normalcy is slowly advancing. We may 
have originated in New Mexico, but SouthWest 
Writers has grown beyond the high desert. With 
the beginning of a new year, our next Board of 
Directors, under the leadership of incoming Presi-
dent Brenda Cole, will continue to do what we’ve 
done best for over 40 years: We are Writers Help-
ing Writers succeed.

Entrepreneurial SWW authors LORETTA HALL (L) and 
MELODY GROVES took advantage of a November crafts fair 
at Sandia High School to secure some holiday book sales. 

The Book Table Is Coming Back!
If you have books to sell, bring them to the December 4 
meeting at UNM Continuing Ed. The Book Table will be 
set up and ready for displaying your books. It will NOT be 
manned, so you will make your own sales.

And a Shiny New SWWYear!

President’s Corner
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I can’t tell you how much I have gotten 

out of SWW membership the last cou-

ple of years since my wife and I retired 

to NM. I have added many tools to my 

writer’s toolbox from your monthly pre-

sentations, solid co
ncepts that have 

improved my writing and given m
e 

confidence in my ability to tell a goo
d 

story. I intend to co
ntinue my educa-

tion through SWW in the years to come 

through your classes
 and ongoing pre-

sentations.
 
Many thanks to you (R

ose Marie Kern) 

and the staff for you
r dedication and 

hard work. I am proof that what you do 

makes a difference.
 
SWW Member Joe Capello

Lessons from a Count and Countess

From Writer to Author
by Rose Marie Kern

Rejected?Rejected?
by Page Erwin  
(reprinted from May 2005)

Santa’s Meeting, Christmas 2025
by Heidi Marshall

The Situation
by Kathy Louise Schuit



Already a 
member? 

SWW 
membership 

makes a 
great gift!
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COLLEGIUM needs MEMBERS
Do you appreciate the high-quality speakers and 

instructors at SWW meetings and workshops? Do you 
like brainstorming and expressing your opinions about 
who you would like to hear at meetings? Have inno-
vative ideas about speakers we haven’t heard from or 
unexplored topics? Then we could use you on the Col-
legium committee!

We are a small group looking to expand our team by 
4-5 members. We get together once a month via ZOOM 
and discuss speakers, instructors and teachers for SWW. 
We are also the group responsible for providing ZOOM 
hosts for events. This doesn’t require a considerable 
time commitment, just willingness to contact speakers 
or help with ZOOM—training provided! 

If you are interested, please email info@swwriters.com 
and we’ll invite you to our next meeting.

Brenda Cole 
Collegium Chair

I saw it in the SAGE!

What’s Inside?

Kathy

Let me just take a min-
ute to join in the collective 
WOW, 2021 FLEW BY SO 
FAST! But, really, didn’t we all know it 
would? Once the lockdown lifted and we all 
returned to more normal versions of our lives 
there was so much to DO—so much catching 
up and meeting up. Now, incredibly, the calen-
dar page has turned to December. 

This year, December marks the reorganiza-
tion of an SWW board that, in large part, has 
worked together for three years. As many of 
you know from your own experience, non-
profit boards are not always known for their 
cooperative spirit. Some of them are downright 
contentious. This board, led by Rose Marie 
Kern, has had to deal with some of the toughest 
times in a century of human history. Despite the 
challenges, our board of directors has worked 
as a cohesive unit to grow SWW into a group 
poised to fly into 2022 with a steady directional 
heading and a new leader, Brenda Cole. Rose’s 
final message to members appears on page 1, 
on page 4 she invites members to participate 
generously in an SWW donation challenge, 
and on page 6 she starts a series called From 
Writer to Author, which we plan to continue 
through 2022. Though her term as president 
is over, it’s obvious that Rose’s dedication to 
SWW will continue, and not just in her new 
roll as Treasurer. Thank you, Rose!

Another member who just keeps on giving 
to SWW is Sherri Burr. Her expert articles have 
appeared in the SAGE for many years previous 
to my coming on the scene. She’s shared an 
entire writing/publishing journey with SAGE 
readers through her The Writer’s Life column. 
On page 5 Sherri compares a pair of entitled 
nobles to writers who dream of success with-
out the pain of editing. 

Members who DO understand the impor-
tance of editing and critique become the ones 
sharing their successes each month. Not every 
member who shares a success at a meeting 
sends that success to the SAGE, but some do. 
On page 10 you’ll find links to order books 
from some of SWW most successful (and pro-
lific) authors.

To get more writing practice myself, I took 
up this month’s SAGE Challenge, page 11. For 
me, dialogue is always a challenge. I includ-
ed a note at the end that I hope will encourage 
others to take the monthly Challenges and to 
involve others in the critique. 

May these Holidays remind you that life is 
good, abundant and as joyous as you make it. 

See you all in January!

MEMBERS MAY:
• Have a personal Author Page on the SWW Website.
• Find professional help in the SouthWest Writers Professionals Directory.
• Place icons of their recently published books on the front page of the website.
• Participate in the monthly SAGE challenge—an opportunity to become published.
• Be a member of a critique group.
• Sign up for writing classes, workshops, and/or conferences at reduced fees.
• Attend up to 23 annual meetings featuring known authors, publishers, bookstore 

owners and other literary professionals each year.

So, you’re NOT a SOUTHWEST WRITERS MEMBER?

Membership HAS Advantages.ONLY $80 PER YEAR
ONLY $80 PER YEAR

mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
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Dear Writers and Friends,

      This is the time of year when we are all beset by everyone in the world taking advantage of the spirit 
of giving by asking for money.  

       Far be it from me to swim against the wind! 

       We are an erudite hodgepodge of creative individuals who find that encouraging each other leads to 
broader avenues of personal achievement. So many of us enter this group with unformed ambitions. We
blindly follow the urge to set pen to paper, but have little concept of the larger world of knowledge
leading to the creation of a story, an article, or a poem that others will enjoy.

SouthWest Writers exists for many purposes. By encouraging, teaching and pushing writers to succeed, we are not just helping 
people achieve their own goals, we are promoting the cause of literacy at all levels. With every story, every poem, and every book 
that flows from your hands, we can all be just a little proud of our association with your success. If we are able to provide insights 
and guidance in any form that leads to your success, our long hours of meetings and volunteering  take on significance.

      This is not an organization that normally qualifies for big grants, we are strong in numbers, but our focus is on personal 
development rather than curing cancer or supporting athletes.  We need your support to continue bringing superior insights to our 
members, delivered by prominent authors, editors, and publishers.

      SWW is a 501c3 nonprofit so anything you donate is tax deductible.  I’ll personally start the ball rolling by giving $100 to SWW 
and I challenge you to do the same.  It would be awesome if we could raise $3,000 before the New Year! 

      You can send a check to SouthWest Writers at 3200 Carlisle Blvd NE Suite 114, Albuquerque, NM  87110, or you can donate 
online through our website:   https://www.southwestwriters.com/make-a-donation--just scroll to the bottom of the page to find the 
form.   Those who are attending the Dec. 4 meeting in person can also make a donation at the event.

      THANK YOU.  Thank you for being a member, for participating in our 
events and activities and for bringing your energy and willingness to help 
others to the group.  Our wish for you in this time of celebration is that you 
find your joy in writing brightens your mind and your soul throughout the 
year.  

Rose Marie Kern 
SWW President 

Donations accepted 
at the SWW office, 
3200 Carlisle Blvd. 
NE, Suite 114, Albu-
querque, NM 87110, 
or online through the 
SWW website:
www.southwestwriters.
com (click the Dona-
tions tab and fill out 
the form to process 
your gift).

Donating to SWW can be as easy as rounding UP 
your membership dues or going to the Website. Ear-
mark your gift for a specific purpose if you like.

GIVE TO SWW!

Need a prompt? 
The SAGE Challenge 

provides one every 
month!

This month’s prompt on page 11.

“Write a 
short story 
every week. 
It’s not 
possible to 
write 52 
bad short 
stories in a 
row.” 

— Ray Bradbury



Sherri L. 
Burr is the 
author of 
over two dozen books. Her 
27th book, Complicated 
Lives: Free Blacks in Vir-
ginia: 1619-1865 (Carolina 
Academic Press, 2019), was 
nominated for the Pulitzer 
Prize in History. A graduate 
of Mount Holyoke College, 
Princeton University, and 
Yale Law School, Burr has 
been a member of South-
West Writers for over 30 
years. She currently serves 
as President of New Mexico 
Press Women and on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Authors Guild Foundation. 
In 2021, she was named 
the National Federation of 
Press Women Communi-
cator of Achievement and 
received the Alumnae As-
sociation of Mount Holy-
oke College Achievement 
Award.
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The 
Writing 
Life 

by 
Sherri L.    
 BurrAfter collecting my Mount 

Holyoke College degree, I board-
ed a plane to France to pursue 
post-graduate studies. In Avignon, 
our classes met in the Palais du 
Roure. Students from all over Eu-
rope joined us Americans to aug-
ment our knowledge of the French 
language and business practices. 
After the program wrapped, I was 
invited to visit new friends in Italy, 
Switzerland, and Holland. The visit 
to Italy became memorable when I 
accompanied an Italian friend to the 
home of a Count and Countess, a 
brother and sister.  

The dinner took place in an old 
country farmhouse in northern 
Italy. Like my Italian friend, who 
had gone to school with the count-
ess, we were all in our twenties. 
Unlike my friend and I who were 
actively pursuing education so we 
could work, the Count and Count-
ess were seeking to marry well. My 
friend explained that their estate had 
been depleted over the generations 
and needed an infusion of cash. As 
I looked around I noticed the worn 
antiques and rugs, and that the over-
all condition required a good clean-
ing. My eyes were drawn to several 
paintings, which looked unique and 
from prior eras.

The brother and sister were 
pleasant enough, but neither was 
particularly attractive. The sister 
was short and plump, with a mis-
shapen nose under a mane of curly 
brown hair. Although of medium 
build, her brother looked as if his 
overall constitution had suffered 
from too much royal inbreeding. As 
my twenty-something eyes assessed 
the situation, I concluded that some 
woman would have to really want a 
title to marry the Count. He, at least, 
had that going for him, because his 
sister could not bestow her status on 
a husband.

After we returned to my friend’s 
home, I discussed the situation with 
my friend’s mother. She explained 

that these were minor Italian royalty 
who didn’t work because it was be-
neath them.  

“So how do they survive?” I 
asked.  

She replied, “I think they sell 
family heirlooms until one of them 
can marry a rich American.”

Don’t look at me,  I thought.  
I have observed many situations 

where people seek others to rescue 
them from their troubles or from 
circumstances they created. Indeed, 
some writers long for a knight to sal-
vage their prose without damaging 
their ego, and some kind editors can 
do this. The knight can be male or 
female. Remember Joan of Ark.  

When writer friends ask me to 
review their proposed books, I often 
schedule time for us to read the in-
troduction or a first chapter together. 
If it lacks coherency, I ask, “Do you 
want my true feedback? Or are you 
just looking for someone to tell you 
that it really is okay?”

If the answer is the latter, I 
promptly return the work. If it’s the 
former, I ask further questions, such 
as “Will you incorporate feedback? 
Are you open to hiring an editor?”

If they are, at least the person is 
willing to put some skin in the game 
and spend their money. I provide 
a name of an editor who is consci-
entious and reasonably priced. I 
also recommend reading Strunk & 
White’s immortal book,  The Ele-
ments of Style.

I never did find out if the Ital-
ian Count or Countess succeeded 
in finding rich Americans to marry 
and rescue their ancestral lands. 
If I were to bet, I would place my 
money squarely with those wager-
ing “no.” If they had asked for my 
advice, I would have told them to 
get jobs based on their current qual-
ifications or return to school and 
augment their qualifications to save 
their farm.  

Decades after this encounter, 
the television show  Downton Ab-
bey ran a similar story line where 

Lessons from a Count and Countess

Art by Kathy Louise Schuit

the Earl of Grantham married a 
rich American. He invested her 
money unwisely and lost most of 
it. This character was at least tall 
and attractive, proving fiction cre-
ates the more satisfying fantasy. 
Happy Holidays!
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Over the 30 years of my association with SouthWest 
Writers I’ve seen so many people wander into this group 
looking for a way to turn their passion into publication. 
So many have stories in their minds they want to share, 
but little knowledge of what is involved.

Every occupation, every business, every art form has 
its own language, culture, and pathways that anyone en-
tering the arena must understand in order to succeed. A 
writer’s head is full of images and story ideas that need 
to be structured.

Thousands of people enthusiastically write a story, 
send it to a magazine or book publisher and wonder why 
they get rejected. Writers put words on paper, but there 
is an art to communicating the feelings, the wonder, 
the passion that they feel to other people. So often the 
writer sends a story off that is filled with misspellings 
and punctuation that is so bad it causes confusion in the 
reader. Those are merely the beginning steps—what we 
learned in elementary school.

Successful writers work at their craft. They learn 
about how stories can be improved by employing 

content editing, revisions, critiques, line editing. When 
do you know the story is as good as it can be?

New writers ask questions like: What are copyrights?  
First rights? How do you obtain rights? What is the pur-
pose of an ISBN? When do you need an agent and where 
can you find one? What is traditional publishing versus 
self-publishing?

Many authors prefer to do short stories, magazine 
articles or poems. Where are the markets for these? Do 
they have an area of expertise that is of interest to oth-
ers? Once someone has something published, how do 
they market it? How do they market themselves in order 
to gain a following?

As you meander onto this path, ask yourself, why 
do I write? If you are writing to please yourself, have 
a ball—fill as many notebooks and pages as you like. If 
you are writing because you want to communicate with 
one or more elements of humanity, and be taken serious-
ly as an author, then you must begin by acknowledging 
the importance of investigating, understanding and im-
plementing the knowledge, skills and abilities required 
of the profession. 

From Writer to Author
by Rose Marie Kern

If you’re over age 70 ½ and have an IRA, you 
have to take out your REQUIRED MINIMUM 
DISTRIBUTION (RMD) by Dec. 31. Some peo-
ple say it’s our government’s method of making 
certain you’re “broke before you croak,”  but it 
also adds to your taxable income. You might not 
be opposed to that, but what if you could direct 
some of those funds to go to a good cause of your 
choosing, like SWW?

You can.
Simply have your IRA provider (i.e. Charles 

Schwab, T.D. Ameritrade, etc.) make out a check 
directly to SWW. If you don’t touch it, it’s not add-
ed to your income.  

There is a form you request from your provid-
er.  Fill it out, write in SouthWest Writers on the 
line that says “Make Payable to a Third Party,”  
sign it and decide if you want them to mail it di-
rectly to SWW or to you to personally deliver, but 
the money never goes into your name. You can do 
as many of these as you want, until your RMD is 
satisfied.

 

Donate To SWW, 
Save Taxes On Your 
IRA Distribution

Poster © 2021 Kathy Louise Schuit



Saturday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m. (MT)  HYBRID Meeting
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To RegisTeR 
Call the SWW office (505-830-6034, Monday–Thursday, 9:00 am–noon) or use one of the online forms on the website: 
southwestwriters.com, Workshops page, Free-to-Members Registration or $20.00 Non-Member Registration (Our online 
payment portal utilizes PayPal, but you’ll be given an option to pay by credit card without signing into PayPal.)
The Zoom invitation link and the password will be emailed to those who purchase this workshop. For SWW members, the link 
and password will be sent once membership is verified. Please contact the class/workshop coordinator at Info@SWWriters.com 
for more information.

Saturday, Dec. 4, 12:15 p.m. (MT) HYBRID Workshop

Writing For The Web
You’ve attracted a new 
visitor to your website. 
Hooray! How do you 
get them to stay and read 
your material? I will share simple design tweaks that slow down busy, dis-
tracted readers. We’ll take a plain text paragraph from blah to intriguing 
without changing a word. The three types of copy found on most writers’ 
sites—page content, writing samples, and blog posts—benefit from different 
approaches. I’ll break them down. Finally, I’ll answer the age-old question: 
How much text do I really need on my site?

LYNNE STURTEVANT is the author of five nonfiction books, one novel and 
countless articles, short stories, and blog posts. Before moving to New Mex-
ico, she owned a travel agency, an online business for local historians, and a 
tour company. She’s also a website designer working with authors over 50.

Join us in person at UNM Continuing Education OR join us via Zoom.
To Zoom in, contact the SWW office (505-830-6034 or info@swwriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to receive links to 
upcoming meetings. SWW Members sign into the Members Only portion of the website. Once in the Members 
Portal, follow the Zoom log-in directions posted prior to the meeting.

FINAL MEETING OF 2021!

with Lynne Sturtevant

Understanding Rights & Copyrights
with Rose Kern

Did you know that the minute you finish a story it is yours legally? What does the term 
“copyright” have to do with intellectual property? What are “rights” as they relate to 
selling your work to publishers or other people? These questions and more will be 
answered as Rose Marie Kern discusses copyright basics and the avenues available to 
authors to obtain protection for their work. During the workshop she will also walk 
through the Library of Congress website dedicated to copyrighting.

ROSE MARIE KERN is a speaker and author who has had over a thousand articles 
published in magazines and has written five books. In her spare time, when she’s not 
leading SouthWest Writers, she’s the president of RMK Publications specializing in as-
sisting authors with formatting, cover design, and marketing for self publishing.

SWW members: Free ♦ Non-members: $20

http://southwestwriters.com
mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
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MEETING: Saturday, January 8, 2022
10:00 am – noon
In Person & via Zoom
John Gilstrap
WHOSE STORY ARE YOU TELLING?

Choosing the correct point of view is one of the key 
elements of dramatic storytelling. In this session, 
John Gilstrap will walk you through the critical de-
cisions that help you propel your story through the 
most dramatic set of eyes. Bring paper and a pen, 
because there’ll be a writing exercise.

WORKSHOP: Saturday: January 8
12:30 – 2:30 pm
Hybrid Meeting: In Person and Zoom
SWW members: $20 ♦ Non-members: $30
Rose Marie Kern
FINDING YOUR NICHE MARKETS

Are you searching for an audience? Rose Marie Kern 
will give you some insights into the knowledge, 
skills, and abilities you already have which can stim-
ulate your creativity in writing.
This workshop will discuss:
• What is a Niche Market?
• Identifying your skills and abilities.
• Marketing your niches.
• Using your niches to create multiple streams of 

income.

MEETING: Wednesday, January 26, 2022
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
via Zoom
Stephanie Chandler
BUILD YOUR ON-LINE MARKETING PLAN

With so much competition, it is critical to build a 
marketing plan that leverages the many opportunities 
available online. In this content-rich presentation, 
Stephanie Chandler shares proven content marketing 
strategies. They include: Understanding and attract-
ing your ideal audience; getting visibility with online 
media opportunities; producing and promoting videos, 
webinars, and online events; connecting with online 
resources for massive exposure; leveraging podcast-
ing, blogs, and video that get results; and promoting 
with Facebook strategies you haven’t heard anywhere 
else (really!) Whether you’ve been an author for years 
or you’re just getting started, an effective marketing 
plan can have a dramatic impact on your book sales.

MEETING: Saturday, February 12, 2022
10:00 am – noon
In Person & via Zoom
Jayne Ann Krentz
YES, YOU CAN REINVENT YOURSELF:
Tips for Finding Your Voice and Your Core Story

In this engaging talk with author Jayne Ann Krentz, 
she’ll explore tips and provide advice for discovering 
your core story and telling it through that inner voice 
every author possesses but doesn’t realize. Jayne will 
allow plenty of time for your questions.

WORKSHOP: Saturday: February 12
12:30 – 2:30 pm
Hybrid Meeting: In Person and Zoom
SWW members: $20 ♦ Non-members: $30
Susan Katz
LAST DRAFT SECRETS — How to Get Your Final 
Draft Ready for the Editor

Susan will present her top 10 secrets for editing your 
manuscript before you send it to your editor. She 
will describe her experience editing novels, and her 
challenges of correcting a myriad of issues. Editing is 
much more than finding grammatical and punctuation 
errors. It’s making sure the content, flow, and logic 
make sense to the reader — your audience. Susan will 
explain how to review your material objectively, so 
you can edit with “fresh eyes.” It’s important when 
editing your work, to let go of your proprietary feel-
ings about “your baby” and have the ability to delete 
superfluous words and/or passages. Or sometimes it’s 
necessary to add words for a better description or clar-
ification. Fixing problems in your manuscript before it 
goes to your editor, will cut the time they would take 
to correct those errors, thus saving you money. Ulti-
mately, you will also feel better about the end product.

MEETING: Wednesday, February 23, 2022
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
via Zoom
Lauren Wolk
THE ART and BUSINESS of WRITING for YOUNG 
READERS

Lauren Wolk will speak about writing for young 
readers and share her experiences with agents, pub-
lishers, and editors. She will give a brief writing as-
signment for those who intend to take her workshop 
on March 12.

Login and registration information on the SouthWest Writers website: SouthWestWriters.com

No Tuesday meeting in December
REMEMBER! Starting in January Meeting Dates Change to:

The SECOND SATURDAY and the THIRD WEDNESDAY of Each Month.
Here’s a Peek at What’s Planned Through February:

http://SouthWestWriters.com
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You have to learn to 
love those rejection letters 
that you get from publishers and agents. The other option 
is to read them seriously and become terminally depressed. 
Of course, if you’re a masochist, you can reach a state of 
ecstatic pain after just the first couple of years.

“Please forgive the impersonal note…” “We’re not 
the right match for you…” “We feel we must decline...”

“It’s just not right for us…” “Better luck else-
where…”

“We’ll have to pass, the mystery doesn’t engage 
us…” 

Then there are the more humble, indecisive and 
guilt-ridden phrases:

“Though it is an intriguing concept, unfortunately it’s 
not quite right for us.”

“It just doesn’t fit our list.”
“We don’t feel confident in our ability to place your 

manuscript.” Well, if you don’t feel confident, why 
would we want to hire you to represent us?

Personally we like the positive conclusions that give 
us reason to hope. Phrases like: “Good luck in placing 
your project well,” and “We hope you’re not discour-
aged by our decision,” and “Another publisher may 
have room for your work,” and “Your material does not 
fit the list we’re publishing, but we wish you well.”

One thing is for certain, not much reading of man-
uscripts, or front matter, or even, in some cases, cover 
letters is taking place. The fact is that 99 percent of all 
rejects have not one personal aspect to them, not a single 
drop of ink, no hint that personal attention has been paid 
to the material sent.

The word “REJECTION” according to the dictionary, 
carries with it a sense of the following: To refuse, to act 
or throw away, to discard. Worse yet, to repel, to refuse 
to consider, to spew out (ouch!) or to forsake. Put that 
definition in the balance, and most of our reject letters 
amount to a rejection of the notion of even considering 
a rejection of our work. Nearly always what has been 
rejected is the idea of even reading your work.

Where has courtesy gone? Why do many agencies 
reject you in twenty-five words or less? Is there a paper 
shortage? Low on ink? There’s certainly enough rude-
ness to go around.

That leads us to the more prickly question: Who’s 
turning your work around? Probably it’s neither a pub-
lisher or an agent; it’s Kristy-girl, age twenty-three, with 
a degree from Barnard in English lit and a lifetime of 
playing Game Boy, while watching rapid-fire TV pro-
gramming and listening to her I-Pod. She’s thrilled to 
have a job in New York publishing, even if it mainly en-

by Page Erwin tails sending rejects after barely glanc-
ing at queries, getting double latte with 
cinnamon or Chai tea for the boss, 
handling his or her appointments, run-
ning interference, and, once in a great 

while, going to lunch at a swell place with a prospective 
author and the boss. Usually, her desk is as far as your 
package gets.

Back when we were publishers, several of our as-
sistants moved up to bigger houses, Boston and New 
York. Ironically, two of them were the poorest interns 
we ever had, solipsistic druggies with masters’ degrees. 
They went on to become little Kristys.

Back to Kristy: she’s not making quite enough to pay 
for the grubby basement apartment in East Fourteenth 
Street that she’s sharing with her roomy who works at 
The Gap, and she’s spending most of her time complet-
ing her own chick-lit masterpiece. Is she going to bother 
to sign her name as “first-reader.” Shut up! No way!

Hers is not an easy job. It’s tedious, repetitious, and 
sometimes downright boring. There’s sorting, filing, and 
that grotesque stack of queries, even complete manu-
scripts from those fools who think they’re going to get 
published. And there’s the housekeeping. Did they in-
clude an SASE? Is there adequate postage on the man-
uscript box? Many publishers keep the boxes and never 
return the mss.

Then there are the phone calls. Imagine, writers want 
to know, after waiting a year, what the action step is. The 
nerve! Word is, “Don’t ever call the publisher. They don’t 
like it.” Just because the author probably put his life on 
hold and wrote for two years, doesn’t mean you should 
reveal to her whether or not it has gone to the second 
round of readers. Keep her in the dark. Make her grovel!

How did such a system come to be?
As former editors of an award-winning small press 

that we operated out of a Maine farmhouse for twelve 
years, we have great respect for editors, and we know 
how manuscripts can pile up. Once our press had estab-
lished itself, we received almost fifty pounds of queries 
per month, and during competitions it was ten times that 
amount.

We have to admit that not every query or submission 
deserves a reply. There are crazies out there who think 
they can write. Editors and agents shouldn’t be expected 
to reply to queries without SASEs, or to queries from 
crazies filled with wild claims either. Lots of writers 
have the nerve to send messy, coffee-stained, refolded 
and re-used manuscripts. We used to don our rubber 
gloves and drop them into the nearest wastebasket. 
Some queries do not deserve a reply.

However, in our twelve years of serving the world 
a pile of paper angst proves to the IRS that you are 
a serious writer and that you are seriously seeking 

REJECTED
?

REJECTED
?Reprinted from SouthWest 

SAGE, May 2005

Cont’d. on next page



GIVE YOUR BOOK THE BEST!

I am great to work with! (At least 
that’s what my authors say.) 

Decades of experience editing 
books of all genres allow me to 
provide authors with both copy 
editing and “big picture” 
developmental/structural editing. 

My complimentary services include an evaluation 
of your manuscript and an estimate of the editing cost.  

Three of the many award-winning books  
I have edited (full list at GerberEditing.com): 

The Torchbearers Literary Fiction 
Grand Prize Finalist, 2021 Eric Hoffer Book Award 

Banged-Up Heart Memoir 
Finalist, 2017 NM-AZ Book Awards 

Jewish Rites of Death Religion 
Silver Winner, 2016 Nautilus Award 

Let my expertise make the 
difference for your book

Marty@GerberEditing.com  ■  www.GerberEditing.com
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publication. The second is that you can examine the few 
personalized rejects, looking for patterns and common 
threads of complaint. Not much consolation in that kind 
of salvage work, is there? A bit like the crow picking 
through a cow paddy for a few kernels of corn.

Much of being successful as a writer has to do with 
attitude. Use those rejects as a cheer-me-up when your 
car gets totaled. (Everything’s relative, even joy and 
sadness.) Those innocuous pieces of correspondence are 
the writer’s badges of honor. They represent commit-
ment, dedication and belief in oneself. So keep them in 
a safe place for that day when you luck out, and that 
envelope with a “yes” in it arrives in the mail. They will 
mean so much.

WWinning!
SWW Members Share Their Writing Success

SANDI HOOVER and JIM 
TRITTEN share their most re-
cent success—Panama's Gold: 
A Story of Greed. A modern 
adventure novella, Panama's 
Gold, has its roots in digging 
the Panama Canal and contem-
porary struggles over wealth 
involving Chinese gangs. The 
novella took 1st place in the 
2021 New Mexico Press Wom-
en's Communications Contest 
and 2nd place in the National Federal of Press Women 
Communications Contest. 
Available in Kindle or paperback.

JASMINE AND JIM TRITTEN 
have announced new success with  
Kato’s Grand Adventure – 2nd Ed. 
After being published, Kato won 
six awards, including winner in the 
2019 New Mexico-Arizona Book 
Awards in the category of Young 
Readers Books. The authors re-
published a new 2nd Edition that 

includes additional original drawings by Jasmine, a 
map to follow Kato’s journey, discussion questions and 
exercise topics for young readers, and some revisions 
to the text. Perfect for reading to youngsters or as a first 
chapter book. Just in time for the holidays. 
Available on Amazon. 

A Writer Does His 
Small Part in Saving 

the Planet
A joule is the amount 
of energy used to lift a 
small apple one meter.
An exajoule is a billion billion joules.
The Sun delivers nearly four million exa-
joules to our Earth each year...

Read the the rest of the poem by NEILL 
MCKEE and a short photo-story HERE.

NEILL MCKEE’s third work 
of creative nonfiction, Kid 
on the Go!,  is now avail-
able at Bookworks, Organic 
Books, or any independent 
bookstore that accesses the 
Ingram Book catalog. Order 
online HERE. Libraries can 
order it too!
“Be prepared for a lot of 
laughs, and maybe a few 
tears.”

www.neillmckeeauthor.com/

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09DXY8TTT/
https://www.amazon.com/Katos-Grand.../dp/B09LSPMJLM/
www.neillmckeeauthor.com/post/a-writer-does-his-small-part-in-saving-the-planet
https://www.bkwrks.com/book/9781732945753
www.neillmckeeauthor.com/
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The Sage Writing 
Challenge

JANUARY

The SouthWest SAGE newsletter is the professional pub-
lication of SouthWest Writers. Submissions focusing on 
all aspects of research, writing, and publishing in any 
genre are welcome. To familiarize yourself with the 
types of articles published in the SouthWest SAGE, read 
past issues at southwestwriters.com.

Here are four ways you may be included:

SouthWest SAGE

Send questions or submissions to:
Kathy Schuit
SouthWest SAGE Editor
sage@swwriters.com

• Payment is in bylines and clips. 
• Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next 

issue. 
• Standard article lengths are from 300-800 words; 

certain Sage Challenges may set more specific word 
count requirements (see the Challenge description 
box, left). Submissions may be edited for accuracy, 
readability and length. Submissions must be tasteful; 
free from profanity, explicit sex or violence, political 
commentary, etc. 

• Send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document in 12 pt. size. Sin-
gle spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting or 
fonts. To ensure proper author credit, your name 
or pen name must appear within the document 
you submit. Submissions with no name will not 
be considered.

• Polish your work. Submissions should be profes-
sional in appearance and quality of writing, fully 
edited and ready for publication. 

• Accompanying art/photographs are appreciated 
but proper attribution and permission is required.

• Inclusion in the SAGE is subject to the discretion 
of the editor. 

SAGE CHALLENGE 
AND ARTICLE SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES

Read, understand and follow the guidelines for submission above. 
Submissions that do not comply with the guidelines will not be considered.

Continued on next page

Write 750 words about events that unfolded 
on a Monday. Include at least a paragraph 
describing why Monday is key to the story.

Santa’s Meeting, Christmas 2025

• Write an article for the SAGE related to the craft 
of writing, getting published, etc.

• Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the 
monthly writing challenge announced in each 
SAGE.

• Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own—
on any topic (inclusion in the SAGE is subject to 
the discretion of the editor).

• Enter artwork/photographs related to writing in 
general or accompanying your stories. 

“It’s too warm to think.” Mrs. Claus mopped her brow 
with the cloth she was using to clean the drying shelves for 
the toys the elves were painting.

“I believe,” Boss Elf said, sounding as pompous as 
ever, “that the North Pole is melting.”

“Long ago the world should have listened to that guy 
Gore.” Santa walked into the shop, his boots sloshing wa-
tery mud. “Don’t,” he said, seeing Mrs Claus’s withering 
look. He looked around then relayed an order to GoFer Elf.  
“Cool down the reindeer. The red-nosed one is flashing 
like a lighthouse in a storm.”

“What can we do to stop this warming?” Rudolph, the 
red-nosed one said, sniffling.

Santa lifted his arms. “Silence! Everyone come closer. 
Let’s talk about this!”

“Now,” he said, when everyone had gathered. “Let’s 
have some ideas, not complaints. Think of ways to slow 
down the melting...or stop it —too late for that,  I’m afraid. 
Maybe the politicos will listen to Santa this time.”

“Get rid of politicians,” Reindeer Blitzen said, picking 
up on the clue.

“Get rid of people who buy stuff they don’t need,” 
Reindeer Vixen said, rather viciously.

“People are trying to do the right thing,” Oldest Elf 
Carpenter said kindly. “Just not everyone.”

“People buy things to feel good  and to make their kids 
happy,” said someone from the back row.

“Fat chance,” Mrs Claus mumbled under her breath.
“Our toys are made to last,” Chief Helper said. “They 

can be sanded, repainted, made new again. Let’s promote 
hand-made gifts that can be fixed again and again.

“Nothing with tiny plastic keyboards, little windows 
and resident talking ghosts,” an elf said, waving a dripping 
paint brush.

“Text that to China,” the one next to him said, wiping 
paint off his forehead.

“Yeah, and then go and buy their stuff.”
“. . .and keep stuffing the stockings.” 
“Ideas,” Santa cried. “I want IDEAS!”
“People need a law that limits toys to one per child,” 

Oldest Helper said. “Be impossible to enforce, though.”

by Heidi Marshall

mailto:sage@swwriters.com
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The Situation
Call a meeting Donner. If what they’re saying 
is true, I’m done.

C’mon Prancer, you don’t mean that. It’s one 
day a year. Where else will you get a job as 
cushy as this one?

Look’a here Donner, you don’t have to tell me 
about the job. I’d kind of lost track, but accord-
ing to Mammalipedia, we’ve been pulling this 
sleigh for just about 200 years. I don’t care if 
it IS just one night a year. HayYOU, that so-
cial media site for grazers, says Santa’s gained 
80 pounds since last Christmas Eve and that’s 
more than I’m willing to haul around anymore. 
Pretty sure the others feel the same.

LATER
Alright, reindeer. Order now. Order. I’ve called 
this meeting of North Pole Reindeer together 
for one purpose and one purpose only. That is, 
um, to dispel rumors that through the Covid-19 
pandemic among humans, and…um, I guess a 
few dogs, and maybe a cat or two might have 
caught it…

A-hem, Donner, you’re getting off topic. We 
need to talk about Santa…and his problem.

Prob...? Oh, okay, yeah. Well, we, meaning the 
officers of NPR – for those of you who don’t 
vote and don’t come to meetings, that’s me, 
Dasher here, and Comet. I mean you’ve got to 
participate if you want to get anything done. 
You can’t just leave the important business of 
decision-making to a hoofful of reindeer, no 
matter how dedicated, loyal and patriotic…

Donner, please! We need to talk about Santa.

Really, Dasher, I’m on it. Don’t get your ant-
lers in a twist. But first, is it hot in here? It just 
seems a little stuffy. Do you think we could 
open up the door a crack and let some air in?

Vixen? Is that you hiding in the back row? Would 
you crack the door to give Donner some air? 

Sure Dasher. Sure thing. I’ve got nothing better to 
do. I’m just the female in the back doing nothing.

Thanks Vixen. By asking you to open the door 
we aren’t implying that you are in any way in-
ferior or more subservient than any other rein-
deer in the room, merely that you were the one 
closest to the door that needed to be opened.

Whatever. Are we pulling the sleigh this year 
or not? If not, I’ve got plans. 

Yes! We’re pulling the sleigh! Santa has not 
gained 80 pounds!

Okay, Mr. Smarty Dasher, how much HAS he 
gained?

Not 80 pounds, that’s for sure. Really, friends, 
these reports are fake news and HayYOU lies.

Well, we don’t hear you saying anything specif-
ic. HOW - MUCH - WEIGHT - HAS - SANTA 
- GAINED?

You tell ‘em Prancer. What’s the bottom line?

Haaaaha! That’s a good one, Blitzen. The bot-
tom line!

We have a right to know! We have a right to know!

Well, it’s not 80 pounds. It’s closer to 79, not 80...

I’m still hot. Is anybody else hot?

“Used to be that way without a law,” Santa said. “I feel useless showing up in a home and finding a stack of gifts 
already there. I just skip that one. And take the cookies, so they know.”

“Skipping is a good idea,” Reindeer Prancer said.
“Outlaw Christmas!” Twin Elves offered in unison.
“There go our jobs,” everyone else piped in, also in unison.
“Any ideas we can think of have been thought of before,” Wisest Elf said. “Solutions are in place, only not everyone 

wants them.” He looked at Santa. “What size catastrophe needs to happen for the world to unite?”
“North Pole melting? Will that work? 
“Fat chance,” Mrs Claus snorted.
They all fell silent. Santa’s eyes got rainy. “Back to work, everyone. Meeting is over.”

by Kathy Louise Schuit

Editor’s note:
To make our stories better, Heidi Marshall and I partici-
pated in this Challenge as critique partners. We made an 
all-or-nothing agreement—both of our stories would be 
published or neither would be. The Challenge alone is a 
fun game. It’s even better with the added twist of helping 
another person’s work evolve into the best it can be. 

Find a partner and take the January Challenge together!
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Writing 
Contests You Can En-
ter
NOW

Writing 

Contests You 

Can Enter

NOW

Writing 
Contests You 
Can Enter

NOW

Open for Entries
 
Entries for The National Federation of Press Wom-

en’s 2022 Professional Communications Contest must 
be published or broadcast in some format between Jan-
uary 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021.

The NFPW professional contest is a two-tiered 
contest. Entrants first enter a state level contest in the 
state they live in or are a member of. In New Mexico, 
the state- level contest is entered through New Mexico 
Press Women (details and information below).  

First-place winners in the state-level contest and the 
at-large contests are eligible to move to the national lev-
el of judging. To be eligible to compete in the national 
level, the entrant must be a member in good standing 
with the National Federation of Press Women. Unless 
the affiliate contest requires membership to participate, 
the entrants can join NFPW once they learn of their 
winning status. The deadline to join to compete in the 
national contest is March 15, 2022.

Information, deadlines, entry fees and online regis-
tration at: https://www.nfpw.org/professional-contest.

NMPW New Mexico 
Communications 

Contest

The 2022 New Mexico Press 
Women Communications Con-
test is open for entries. The state 
contest is the first tier in the Na-

tional Federation of Press Women’s contest (see above). 
Entries are submitted through the NFPW Communica-
tions Contest portal.

The NMPW Communications Contest is judged at 
the state level. First place winners in the state level con-
test are eligible to move to the national level of judging. 

Information, deadlines, entry fees and directions to 
the NFPW registration portal at: 

newmexicopresswomen.org.

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WRITERS

Information and registration: CLICK HERE 
Registration for Left Coast Crime includes a Wel-

come Reception, two special Breakfasts (seating limit-
ed), the “Lefty” Awards Banquet, and admission to all 
panels and interviews.

Discounts apply on tickets purchased before 
January 1, 2022.

indiebookawards.com

The Magazine for Creative Writers

According to the website, authorspublish.com, reg-
istered subscribers receive regular email updates for 
“legitimate publishing opportunities.” Plus,  they will 
show you “how to gain readers, win over editors, and 
build a long-term writing career.” The subscription is 
FREE.  

New subscribers also get a free copy of the book Sub-
mit, Publish, Repeat.

Authors Publish claims that it verifies all the publish-
ers listed on the site and that only traditional publish-
ers that do NOT charge a submission fee and which are 
open to “writers from around the world” make the list. 

https://www.nfpw.org/professional-contest
http://newmexicopresswomen.org
https://leftcoastcrime.org/2022/Registration.html
https://indiebookawards.com
https://authorspublish.com/
https://authorspublish.com/
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My family’s annual holiday road trip from 
Tulare, CA to Grandfather’s house in Las Ve-
gas, NV always started at about three a.m. 
On the day previous to each trip, the three of 
us kids would make up our “bed” in the back 
of Dad’s Ford station wagon. Clearly, year 
after year, we and our parents believed (or 
hoped) that once we’d got settled into the car, 
the drone of wheels on pavement would lull 
us immediately back to sleep. Of course that 
never happened. Instead, to stave off sibling 
boxing matches over blanket corners and 
favored pillows Mom would flip on the car 
radio and tune in a story. 

Dad’s favorite was Have Gun Will Travel, 
a western lawman series that became a TV 
show in 1963. We also listened to Suspense, 
which was often considered too scary for my 
little sister, and Theater Five, an anthology of 
20-minute short stories that played through-
out the day and night.

Through my Prime membership, I recently 
discovered that the radio short story is back, 
in Podcast form. These days you can call up a 
story on demand on your cell phone or com-
puter and listen while you’re out walking 
along the acequias, kayaking the Rio Grande 
or just enjoying your morning Ninja pod of 
coffee. But for writers, that’s not even the 
best part. 

In order to retain the large numbers of lis-
teners necessary to attract paying advertisers, 
these fiction Podcasts require a constant in-
flux of new material. To help you find some 
Podcasts that pay writers of performable fic-
tion, I’ve searched the Web and found the list 
in the box on the right. 

There are literally hundreds of fiction Pod-
casts looking for stories. As evidenced by 
the list, the most popular genres are Thriller, 
Suspense, Mystery and Fantasy, but it’s not 
difficult to also find Podcasts seeking young 
adult and romantic fiction. 

As with all other submissions, make sure 
you read, understand and follow the Podcasts’ 
guidelines to the letter. 

GET PAID TO WRITE 
PODCAST FICTION 
by Kathy Louise Schuit

Drabblecast. Genre: Science Fiction, Fantasy 
and Horror short fiction — 500- 4,000 words. 
Gallery of Curiosities. Genre: Speculative fic-
tion up to 7,500 words.
Manwalker Studio’s Flash Fiction Podcast. 
Genre: Flash fiction.
No Sleep Podcast. Genre: Horror. Stories be-
tween 1200 and 2499 words. “They have to be 
really scary. Any perspective or tense is fine for 
these. Single character stories are fine. Prose 
or script format is fine. For the most part, these 
stories will be appearing on the regular show, so 
cool soundscapes and attention to how they’ll 
sound in production is helpful.”
StarShipSofa. Genre: Science Fiction. “From 
the soft, social science fiction to the weird 
pulpy stuff to the vigorous hard SF and YA 
adventure. We welcome all sub-genres and 
all variety of punks in all their colours. From 
high-octane action to quiet philosophical sto-
ries, we’re after it all. Science fiction is a rich 
and diverse genre, push its boundaries as far as 
you can go. We welcome translations and are 
very interested in stories that take place/writ-
ten by authors outside the US/Anglo-sphere, 
as well as alternative movements and styles. 
These include (but not limited to) “non-West-
ern” science fiction, Chinese SF, Soviet specu-
lative fiction, Afro-futurism, etc.” 
The Overcast.  Genre: Speculative fiction: 
Science Fiction, Fantasy, Steampunk, Magical 
Realism, Slipstream, or an as-yet-unnamed 
genre. No horror. The sweet spot for submis-
sions is 2,000–3,000 words. 
Escape Pod. Genre: Science fiction. “If your 
story isn’t centered on science, technology, 
future projections, alternate history, and how 
any or all of these things intersect with people, 
we’re probably not the right market for it.” 
PodCastle. Genre: Fantasy. Word count: up to 
6,000 words. 
Pseudopod. Genre: Horror.
Cast of Wonders. Genre: Young adult short 
fiction, open to stories up to 6,000 words in 
length.

FICTION
Podcasts That Pay

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WRITERS

List reprinted from the article 10 Podcasts Accepting (Mostly) 
Speculative Short Stories—Paying Markets by Erica Verillo, 
found on the website Curiosity Never Killed the Writer. Click 
HERE to read the full article and list details.

https://www.drabblecast.org/submissions/
https://gallerycurious.com/fiction/
http://www.manawaker.com/ffp-submissions/
https://www.thenosleeppodcast.com/submissions
http://www.starshipsofa.com/submissions/
https://theovercast.libsyn.com/submissions-guidelines
http://escapepod.org/guidelines/short-fiction/
http://podcastle.org/guidelines/
http://pseudopod.org/submissions/
http://www.castofwonders.org/submissions/
https://curiosityneverkilledthewriter.com/10-podcasts-accepting-mostly-speculative-short-stories-paying-markets-9f28ad477f34


The SWW Board of Directors meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month from 5:30 - 7:30 
p.m. Meetings are conducted via Zoom.

Board of Directors
Rose Marie Kern, President
Brenda Cole, Vice President
Jennifer Black, Treasurer
Patricia Walkow, Secretary

Joe Brown, Member At Large
Roger Floyd, Bylaws/Signage 

Cornelia Gamlem, Marketing/PR
Robert Kidera, Member At Large
Dr. Kathy Kitts, Fundraising

Jacqueline Murray Loring, Membership
Léonie Rosenstiel, Print Media
Kathy Schuit, Sage Editor
Kathy Wagoner, Website

Dan Wetmore, Writing Contest

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114

Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034

email: info@swwriters.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com
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SWW Board Meeting 
Summarized

NOVEMBER

1. Policies and procedures are being 
updated to provide a smooth tran-
sition from the current board to the 
board which will be in place starting 
January 1, 2022.

2. SWW met its fundraising goal and 
many SWW-branded SWAG items 
are available.

3. 2022 Budget is in progress.

4. Active membership as of November 1 
is 387, with some members living out-
side New Mexico and the U.S.A.

W
SW

S o u t h W e s t 
Writers 

wishes you and 
yours an 

inspirational 
Holiday and 
a creative New 

Year.

mailto:info@swwriters.com
http://www.southwestwriters.com
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