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The Voice of SouthWest Writers

SouthWest Sage

Uh-Oh 
We Goofed!

 
Change often brings 
confusion, and even 
those of us who are 
supposed to know 
what’s going on got 
a bit befuddled by all 
the new meeting in-
formation that was an-
nounced last month.

On page one of the 
December SAGE, we 
incorrectly listed the 
day of the month for 
upcoming Wednesday 
night meetings. The 
correct information is: 
Wednesday night meet-
ings, the second SWW 
meeting of each month, 
will take place on every 
FOURTH Wednesday, 
by Zoom. Book sales by member authors returned to SWW meetings on December 5. 

Two whole walls of the meeting room at UNM/CE were filled with authors 
selling their books—they reaped the reward of quite a few sales!  
TOP: Sam Moorman staked out a corner and GAVE AWAY books - for free, 
really. 
BOTTOM: Kathy Kitts, SWW Fundraising Chair, also sold SWAG at the 
meeting. She reported an increase in fundraising revenue, with sales of 
SWW SWAG contributing a substantial portion.  

More meeting photos on page 6.

The Return of Author BOOK SALES
We Took Home Some Books and Some SWW SWAG Too

www.southwestwriters.com
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Look Who JOINED SWW 
in November!

Donations accepted 
at the SWW office, 
3200 Carlisle Blvd. 
NE, Suite 114, Albu-
querque, NM 87110, 
or online through the 
SWW website Dona-
tion Page. Just fill out 
the form to process 
your gift.

Donating to SWW can be as easy as rounding UP 
your membership dues or going to the Website. 
Earmark your gift for a specific purpose if you like.

GIVE TO SWW!
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I saw it in the SAGE!
What’s Inside?

Kathy Louise Schuit
                    Editor

2022, the dawn of a new year and a new 
board for SouthWest Writers. Thank you all 
for your vote of confidence in electing me 
to be your new President. The board and 
I will strive to prove worthy of your trust.

The past three years have brought a host of changes 
to our world. The Covid 19 virus is still active and a 
continuing issue for all of us. October of 2021 brought 
a long-awaited chance to meet with each other again. 
We have successfully held three hybrid meetings at the 
UNM Continuing Education center. Each second Sat-
urday meeting will continue in person at UNM and 
on Zoom. It’s been wonderful to see members again 
in person and we have kept our Zoom audience en-
tertained as well. Our second meeting of each month 
will be Zoom only and will take place every fourth 
Wednesday evening.

Numerous programs are already scheduled or are in 
the works for 2022. Keep your keyboards ready for the 
return of the annual writing contest. Announcements 
will be forthcoming with the entry dates. More details 
about categories and how we are changing it up for this 
year will be in the SAGE and on the website.

A host of exciting presenters, including multiple 
New York Times Bestselling authors, have agreed to 
appear at meetings, workshops and classes for 2022. 

We will even have a field trip for one of our 
summer classes! Other offerings will range 
from Genealogy and Romance to Marketing 
and Book Formatting. 

SouthWest Writers survives thanks to our 
amazing members and volunteers. Many 
non-profits have struggled since the beginning 
of the pandemic. Quite a number have fold-
ed, while others have been severely reduced in 

membership. SouthWest Writers has instead grown and 
thrived. Our volunteers have stepped up again for this 
year, and membership is approaching 400 strong! We 
have a powerful base in Albuquerque and the South-
west, but we now have members across the country as 
well as Canada and the United Kingdom.

There is still uncertainty ahead, but SouthWest Writ-
ers will continue forging a path through this changing 
environment. We will adapt and change while following 
our mission to help fellow writers excel at crafting their 
stories. We thank all of you for choosing to take this new 
path with us, adapting to changing technologies—and 
that includes some of the volunteers—coping with safe-
ty precautions and venturing out to our new facilities 
for Saturday meetings. We wouldn’t be here without all 
of you.

Here’s to a marvelous and creative New Year!

Brenda Cole
SWW President

At the beginning of each 
New Year change is kind of the soup 
du jour, and this year we’re serving up a generous portion 
at SouthWest Writers.

On page 7, Sherri Burr offers thoughts about resolu-
tions and writing habits and on page 13 you’ll find an in-
troduction to the new SWW Board of Directors, includ-
ing the organizational email addresses for those who have 
them. That same page (13) includes a call for volunteers to 
learn to run Zoom meetings. With more members joining 
SWW from regions far from New Mexico, and local mem-
bers enjoying the comfort and convenience of tuning into 
meetings from their living rooms, offices or kitchen tables, 
it’s become a big priority to keep Zoom running smoothly. 
As you’ll see, just about anyone can become a Zoom ex-
pert in a very short time.

Dan Klefstad is a longtime radio host and newscast-
er at NPR station WNIJ who shares many of his writ-
ing experiences on his blog. His latest novel, Fiona’s 
Guardians, took him on a 19-month promo campaign. 

With Dan’s permission, we’ve reprinted one blog entry 
on pages 4 and 5. It is rich with the knowledge he gained 
while drumming up sales. In the coming months, Dan has 
agreed to share a few more of his blog entries with SAGE 
readers. 

In December, the SAGE included a short piece about 
Fiction podcasts that pay for stories to broadcast. We’ve 
reprinted the links on page 5 of this month’s SAGE, be-
cause we wanted to make doubly sure that you got the 
word about this new opportunity for writers—and the 
podcast-ed stories are also good listening fun.

If you’ve been thinking of entering the New Mexico 
Press Women Communications Contest, now is the time 
to do it as all the entry deadlines are coming up fast. De-
tails and links to the NMPW website are on page 14.

And, if you haven’t settled on any resolutions for 
2022, consider resolving to write something every month 
for the SAGE Challenge! The February Challenge is on 
page 8.

www.southwestwriters.com
www.southwestwriters.com
https://www.amazon.com/Fionas-Guardians-Dan-Klefstad-ebook/dp/B08BLRTNN4
https://www.amazon.com/Fionas-Guardians-Dan-Klefstad-ebook/dp/B08BLRTNN4
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by Dan Klefstad
Reprinted with permission from the author from the Chicago 
Writers Association, Write City Blog, November 23, 2021. 

Recently, fellow authors asked me for details about 
the now 19-month promo campaign for my vampire 
novel Fiona’s Guardians. They saw me reading while 
masked at author events, they saw photos of my book in 
the hands of various booksellers, and there was some-
thing about a theater company adapting my novel. Some 
thought whatever I’m doing might work for them. What 
follows assumes you will view promotion as a full time 
job with all that implies for family life and works-in-
progress. Everything below is based on my experience 
as an un-agented author published by a small, traditional 
press but it can apply to those who self-publish. I didn’t 
set out to win a Pulitzer or National Book Award. My 
goal was sales and introducing my book to new audienc-
es in other media.

Still with me? Let’s dive in.

Publish excerpts of your book first. Writing a book 
can feel like a steep uphill climb with no obvious re-
ward in sight. I recommend setting mile posts where you 
can celebrate occasional victories. Try publishing a few 
chapters as stand-alone pieces, as short stories. I wanted 
to get my stories published in literary journals which 
involved submitting and waiting. You might decide to 
skip the gatekeepers and excerpt your book on sites like 
Wattpad. Whichever route you take, pitch your shorter 
pieces to book bloggers or other reviewers. Favorable 
reviews are further evidence that your longform project 
has potential. A handful of reviewers gave high marks 
for my first short story, published in Crack the Spine, 
and wrote they were interested in reading more. I made 
sure to keep in touch with them on social media, remem-
bering their birthdays, etc.

Start your campaign while the ink is wet. You just 
signed a deal with a publisher -- announce it to the 
world! Take screenshots of the document that are 
safe to share but contain the letterhead, and circulate 
these along with photos of your publisher plus links to 
their website. The contract for Fiona’s Guardians was 
signed May 24, 2020, with a release date of October 1. 
In between, I worked to increase my social media con-
nections. The most fertile hunting ground was Face-
book groups for fans of vampires and all things goth. I 
friended as many people as the algorithms allowed and 

DIY Book Promo: One Author’s Journey
started creating aware-
ness about my forth-
coming book.

Ask for a choice of book 
covers. My publisher 
and I had a friendly ar-
gument about two exam-
ples he designed. Finally, 
I said, “Let the people 
decide!” There was noth-
ing scientific about it. We 
put the covers side by 
side on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram and let 
folks choose. The ver-
dict was overwhelming-
ly clear. This turned out 
to be great engagement 
because those voting be-
came emotionally invest-
ed in their selection. This 
was about four months 
before the release date.

Reconnect with reviewers. Remember those book 
bloggers I mentioned? I informed them my book was 
coming and asked if they could fit in a review before 
Halloween. All said yes and one even agreed to do a 
cover reveal a few days before pre-orders opened. So I 
knew where to send advance copies. I also sent one to 
the Chicago Writers Association’s Windy City Reviews 
and selected a reviewer who liked vampire stories. Her 
article in Windy City Reviews came out a month before 
the release date and it was fantastic. Starting on publi-
cation day and up to Halloween I had five more reviews 
which I shared on all my platforms. Sales for that first 
month made my publisher very happy.

To blog or not to. Conventional wisdom holds that 
authors must publish regular blog articles to build (or 
at least maintain) an audience. Here I’ll play the con-
trarian. Weekly or monthly blogs may help if you write 
compelling articles (and I’m hoping this one meets that 
standard), but let’s face it, writing blogs that are consis-
tently share-worthy is hard and it only takes one or two 
weak pieces to erode your fan base. Allow me to suggest 
another way to spend your time…

DAN KLEFSTAD is a longtime 
radio host and newscaster 
at NPR station WNIJ. His lat-
est novel, Fiona’s Guardians, 
is about humans who work 
for a beautiful manipula-
tive vampire. The book was 
praised by the Chicago Writ-
ers Association’s Windy City 
Reviews, which likened his 
words to “tiles in an intricate 
and elaborate mosaic.” Klefs-
tad’s novel started as a short 
story, “The Caretaker,” pub-
lished by Crack the Spine in 
2017. It was later adapted 
by Artists’ Ensemble Theater 
for their Mysterious Jour-
ney podcast. He writes in 
DeKalb, Illinois.

https://www.amazon.com/Fionas-Guardians-Dan-Klefstad-ebook/dp/B08BLRTNN4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WFPMHCCZ78Z6&keywords=fiona%27s+guardian&qid=1637097780&qsid=136-3198611-6849225&s=digital-text&sprefix=fiona%27s+gu%2Cdigital-text%2C171&sr=1-1&sres=B08BLRTNN4%2CB07XKD7954%2CB0873CK756%2CB087Z6XS2W%2CB088B959HX%2CB01GJ5LXW8%2CB08VHJ6VQ3%2CB08P1X5HNC%2CB08JQ9F6SC%2CB08Z4B2PNF%2CB07MTY5YMD%2CB08VND3LV8%2CB092R62F5V%2CB0036S4CAC%2CB08CTTV2ZD%2CB09KQ4K9QF&srpt=ABIS_EBOOKS
https://www.crackthespine.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Fionas-Guardians-Dan-Klefstad-ebook/dp/B08BLRTNN4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WFPMHCCZ78Z6&keywords=fiona%27s+guardian&qid=1637097780&qsid=136-3198611-6849225&s=digital-text&sprefix=fiona%27s+gu%2Cdigital-text%2C171&sr=1-1&sres=B08BLRTNN4%2CB07XKD7954%2CB0873CK756%2CB087Z6XS2W%2CB088B959HX%2CB01GJ5LXW8%2CB08VHJ6VQ3%2CB08P1X5HNC%2CB08JQ9F6SC%2CB08Z4B2PNF%2CB07MTY5YMD%2CB08VND3LV8%2CB092R62F5V%2CB0036S4CAC%2CB08CTTV2ZD%2CB09KQ4K9QF&srpt=ABIS_EBOOKS
http://windycityreviews.org/
http://windycityreviews.org/
http://danklefstad.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Fionas-Guardians-Dan-Klefstad-ebook/dp/B08BLRTNN4
http://windycityreviews.org/
http://windycityreviews.org/


Pitch all the bookstores. And I mean every indie store 
listed in NewPages.com that sells new books. Indie 
shops are your best chance because the owners and staff 
are passionate about books – plus they’re more flexible 
about the titles they can order compared to chains. Start-
ing in June of this year, I sent thousands of emails, lit-
erally thousands, to bookshops in the US and UK, ask-
ing if they’d stock my novel. Each email contained that 
Windy City Reviews link I shared above. In all, about 
20 shops responded saying they added my book to their 
inventory, which doesn’t sound like much when I re-
member all those hours of emailing. But what I got in 
return amounted to social media gold. Here’s what hap-
pened: I asked each store owner to send pictures of staff 
holding my book. Some were reluctant to send photos 
with people, opting for display pics. These were fine but 
nothing compared to the engagement I got from shots 
of young, smiling booksellers holding my novel. These 
images generated more comments and more shares than 
anything else I posted. When it comes to promo, noth-
ing works like the power of people.

Get adapted. This may be the hardest to achieve but it 
can lead to a big payoff in terms of promotion and sales. 
Somewhere there’s an acting company or young film-
maker looking for original material. Find out who they 
are and friend them. I was lucky to have a co-worker 
who acts in a professional theater company. This is how 
my novel Fiona’s Guardians got adapted for the Mys-
terious Journey podcast. The company, Artists’ Ensem-
ble Theater, did a top-shelf job with the production and 
performance and once again I had gold to share. This 
podcast, adapted by playwright Margaret Raether, is 
free and available everywhere. I’ve been sharing heavi-
ly since it published Oct. 12 and a month later, I’m told 
it has well over a thousand downloads. That’s more than 
a thousand people hearing the words, “From the novel 
by Dan Klefstad…”

Is it a breakthrough moment? Hard to tell. But 
third-person references are your clearest sign that you’re 
moving the needle. Work to move it further.

Capitalize on your success. Everything you’ve read 
here involves creating situations where you can share 
something really cool on as many platforms as possible. 
If you are lucky enough to have an adapted version of 
your book, find ways to get further adaptations. In my 
case I’m looking for a young filmmaker to direct a mov-
ie based on my novel. We’ll see how that goes. But no 
one in theater or film will take you seriously if you’re 
not out there showing the world what you do.

Write the next book. This advice must seem laughable 
when you realize that half of what I’m suggesting would 
push away all your writing time. I’ll admit, I hardly 
wrote during the last year and a half, which makes me 
wonder if I’ve morphed irreversibly into something oth-
er than a writer. Was it worth it? Sales have been okay. 
The podcast adaptation is a big victory, but I can’t quite 
prove it’s a result of my campaign. As I compose this in 
mid-November it seems natural to set a date to sunset 
heavy promotion and begin that next book. A question 
looms: Can a writer who goes all-in to promote his writ-
ing remember how to write? The day I hope to be an au-
thor again is January 1, 2022. Please send good vibes.

Be prepared to do it all again. Hopefully, your next 
book will get published in good time and the bookstores 
and reviewers you worked with before will again be in-
terested. If the gods are really smiling, a film or TV se-
ries might emerge. This may sound like a pipe dream but 
we’ve all learned that nothing in our profession is certain 
except our dreams. We just have faith that our ideas and 
creations will find an audience and that we’ll make a little 
money to justify the countless hours we invest. What a 
strange vocation. Almost as weird as being a promoter.

It’s up to you to decide how much of my advice to 
take. But I’m done publicizing for a while so don’t ask if 
I’m for hire. Besides, no one knows your book like you 
do. So get out there and sell it.

Read More of Write City Blog

FICTION Podcasts 
That Pay
List reprinted from the article 10 Podcasts 
Accepting (Mostly) Speculative Short Sto-
ries—Paying Markets by Erica Verillo, 
found on the website Curiosity Never Killed 
the Writer. 

Drabblecast. 
Gallery of Curiosities. 

Manwalker Studio’s Flash Fiction Podcast. 
No Sleep Podcast. 

StarShipSofa. 

The Overcast.
Cast of Wonders. 

Escape Pod. 
PodCastle. 
Pseudopod. 
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https://newpages.com/
http://windycityreviews.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Fionas-Guardians-Dan-Klefstad-ebook/dp/B08BLRTNN4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WFPMHCCZ78Z6&keywords=fiona%27s+guardian&qid=1637097780&qsid=136-3198611-6849225&s=digital-text&sprefix=fiona%27s+gu%2Cdigital-text%2C171&sr=1-1&sres=B08BLRTNN4%2CB07XKD7954%2CB0873CK756%2CB087Z6XS2W%2CB088B959HX%2CB01GJ5LXW8%2CB08VHJ6VQ3%2CB08P1X5HNC%2CB08JQ9F6SC%2CB08Z4B2PNF%2CB07MTY5YMD%2CB08VND3LV8%2CB092R62F5V%2CB0036S4CAC%2CB08CTTV2ZD%2CB09KQ4K9QF&srpt=ABIS_EBOOKS
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mysterious-journey/id1538173982
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mysterious-journey/id1538173982
https://artistsensemble.org/
https://artistsensemble.org/
https://www.chicagowrites.org/blog
https://curiosityneverkilledthewriter.com/10-podcasts-accepting-mostly-speculative-short-stories-paying-markets-9f28ad477f34
https://curiosityneverkilledthewriter.com/10-podcasts-accepting-mostly-speculative-short-stories-paying-markets-9f28ad477f34
https://www.drabblecast.org/submissions/
https://gallerycurious.com/fiction/
http://www.manawaker.com/ffp-submissions/
https://www.thenosleeppodcast.com/submissions
http://www.starshipsofa.com/submissions/
https://theovercast.libsyn.com/submissions-guidelines
http://www.castofwonders.org/submissions/
http://escapepod.org/guidelines/short-fiction/
http://podcastle.org/guidelines/
http://pseudopod.org/submissions/


Take a Class Via Zoom
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REGISTER for classes by calling the SWW office (505-830-6034, Mon-
day-Thursday, 9:00 am – noon), or by using the SouthWest Writers online 
registration form at SouthWestwriters.com. (Our online payment portal 
utilizes PayPal, but you’ll be given an option to pay by credit card without 
signing into PayPal.)

Crafting a Nonfiction Book Proposal
with Loretta Hall

$160 SWW Members
$200 Non Members
4-weeks
Saturdays: Feb. 12,19,26 and Mar. 5
3-5 p.m.
Live via ZOOM

Unlike novels, nonfiction books are offered to publishers in the form of a book proposal before the manuscript is 
completed. (Memoirs are also offered with a book proposal, but after the manuscript is completed.) In this class, 
you will learn what should be included in a book proposal and how to make that information 
compelling. Topics also include planning a marketable book and finding appropriate pub-
lishers to submit to. Even if you plan to self-publish your nonfiction book, it is important 
for you to prepare a book proposal to convince your publisher (you!) that the book has a 
reasonable chance of success.

LORETTA HALL has worked with four different publishers to produce her eight nonfic-
tion books. The lessons she has learned from these experiences will give you a head start 
with your quest to get published. Loretta served on the SouthWest Writers board for four 
years and received the 2007 Parris Award. She was named Communicator of Achieve-
ment by the National Federation of Press Women in 2016.

In Case You Missed it...
Snaps From the December 5 Meeting

Members sharing their writing 
success still draws a crowd.

This meeting marked the end 
of Rose Kern’s  unprecedented 
third consecutive term as pres-
ident. Organized by secretary 
Patricia Walkow, we showered 
her with gifts and cards and 
sent her off to her next assign-
ment as SWW treasurer.

Zoomer Loretta Hall watches and 
learns as Brenda Cole expertly engag-
es the meeting’s Zoom participants.

Joe Brown, our 
V.P. for 2022, 
stops in the door-
way to exchange 
a greeting with 
P.R Chair Cornelia 
Gamlem. 

The new book ta-
ble system requires 
authors to man 
their own sales. 
It seemed to be a 
huge success.

SO
UTHWEST WRITERS.CO

MSO
UTHWEST WRITERS.CO

M

WRITERS HELPING WRITERSWRITERS HELPING WRITERS

MEMBER

http://SouthWestwriters.com


Sherri L. 
Burr is the 
author of 
over two dozen books. Her 
27th book, Complicated 
Lives: Free Blacks in Vir-
ginia: 1619-1865 (Carolina 
Academic Press, 2019), was 
nominated for the Pulitzer 
Prize in History. A graduate 
of Mount Holyoke College, 
Princeton University, and 
Yale Law School, Burr has 
been a member of South-
West Writers for over 30 
years. She currently serves 
as President of New Mexi-
co Press Women and on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Authors Guild Foundation. 
In 2021, she was named 
the National Federation of 
Press Women Communica-
tor of Achievement.
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The 
Writing 
Life 

by 
Sherri L. 
Burr

With every New Year, people inevitably add resolu-
tions to exercise or write more. For 
me the key has been finding a sport 
I love and work I enjoy. When peo-
ple run into me on the golf course, 
they often comment on several dif-
ferences between my approach to 
the game and that of a typical golfer. 
I wear two gloves (instead of one), 
carry or pull my bag (instead of 
riding in a cart), and pack four (in-
stead of fourteen) clubs. After they see 
me take a first hit straight to the fair-
way from the white tees (thought of as 
the men’s tees), the comment is often, 
“Wow, you’re a true golfer.”

Whether someone plays golf or writes, 
I believe each individual must find the ap-
proach that’s true to who they are. I wear 
two gloves to protect my hands, carry my 
own bag to transform the walk around 
the course into weight-bearing exercise, 
and pack four clubs for efficiency and to 
reduce decision fatigue.

While the rules of golf permit car-
rying up to 14 clubs, I consistently hit 
only four well. I once played with a 
woman who carried all 14 clubs. After 
one hole she was puffing, and I offered 
to carry five of them to even the load. 
This made me more tired and not as ef-
ficient. During nine holes, she usually 
hit with only four clubs.

Additionally, with four clubs, my decisions take three 
seconds or less. Off the tee box, I use a club for distance. 
This could be a driver, a three wood, or a five wood, but 
I only carry one of them at a time. If my first shot lands 
on the fairway, I use my seven iron to advance my ball 
farther along. If that shot lands in deep grass or sand, I 
deploy a wedge club to recover. Just short of the green 
or on the green, I putt to finish the hole. I once broke 
a putter by hitting it 150 yards from the fairway to the 
flag. My ball landed on the green, but I had to finish the 
hole with a different, less efficient, club.

Packing Four Clubs I’ve often watched other golfers mull over which club 
to hit based on their calculations of distance. They finally 

choose one and miss the target area 
because they cannot hit the club 
within the predicted average dis-
tance range.

As I walk golf courses, I ponder 
how playing the game resembles 
the writing life. Writers need only a 
few essential tools: a computer (or 
laptop), paper, pens/pencils, and a 
communications device. I first took 
typing lessons in seventh grade. I 
learned on a manual typewriter with 
keys so hard to press that 30 words-
a-minute was considered a decent 

speed. Now, I produce several times 
that amount on a keyboard. Since ideas 
can emerge when I am not at my desk, 
I often jot down notes on my cell or ex-
traneous pieces of paper. Sometimes, 
I’ve fallen asleep worried about a proj-
ect only to awaken with a fully formed 
piece. I write it down in my journal, 
and later type away in my office. Our 
smart devices permit us to communi-
cate efficiently with agents and others 
supporting our writing life.

Practice is important. For me, I drill 
with the four clubs on driving rang-
es and putting greens to improve. In 
Thomas Sterner’s book, The Practicing 
Mind: Developing Focus and Discipline 
in Your Life, he uses practicing one’s golf 

swing as an example of how to develop patience and dis-
cipline. They are intertwined. As with writing, the more 
patient we become, the more discipline we develop.

While writers may explore different areas, they often 
find their passion in one, or a few. Fiction writers might 
write a memoir (think of Tony Hillerman’s wonderful Sel-
dom Disappointed), but they rarely switch to writing sci-
ence journal articles. Writers should shed the projects for 
which they lack passion and skill. What makes a true writ-
er is not the number of projects, but having the patience 
and discipline to complete that which interests you.

Happy New Year! Happy Writing!
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The Sage Writing 
Challenge

FEBRUARY

The SouthWest SAGE newsletter is the professional 
publication of SouthWest Writers. Submissions focusing 
on all aspects of research, writing, and publishing in any 
genre are welcome. To familiarize yourself with the types 
of articles published in the SouthWest SAGE, read past is-
sues at southwestwriters.com.

Here are four ways you may be included:
•	 Write	an	article	for	the	SAGE	related	to	the	craft	of	

writing,	getting	published,	etc.
•	 Enter	 stories,	 poems,	 or	 articles	 inspired	 by	 the	

monthly	 writing	 challenge	 announced	 in	 each	
SAGE.

•	 Send	in	a	short	story/poem/essay	of	your	own—on	
any	topic	(inclusion	in	the	SAGE	is	subject	to	the	
discretion	of	the	editor).

•	 Enter	 artwork/photographs	 related	 to	 writing	 in	
general	or	accompanying	your	stories. 

SouthWest SAGE

Send questions or submissions to:
Kathy Schuit
SouthWest SAGE Editor
sage@swwriters.com

• Payment is in bylines and clips. 
• Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next 

issue. 
• Standard article lengths are from 300-800 words; 

certain Sage Challenges may set more specific word 
count requirements (see the Challenge description 
box, left). Submissions may be edited for accuracy, 
readability and length. Submissions must be tasteful; 
free from profanity, explicit sex or violence, political 
commentary, etc. 

• Send all submissions as either standard text in an 
email or in a Word document in 12 pt. size. Single 
spaced. Do not get fancy with formatting or fonts. 
To ensure proper author credit, your name or pen 
name must appear within the document you sub-
mit. Submissions with no name will not be con-
sidered.

• Polish your work. Submissions should be profes-
sional in appearance and quality of writing, fully 
edited and ready for publication. 

• Accompanying art/photographs are appreciated 
but proper attribution and permission is required.

• Inclusion in the SAGE is subject to the discretion 
of the editor. 

SAGE CHALLENGE 
AND ARTICLE SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES

Read, understand and follow the guidelines for submission, above. 
Submissions that do not comply with the guidelines will not be considered.

The Challenge for January was to write 
about an event that happened on a Monday.

In 750 words or less, tell a Sci-Fi/Fantasy 
love story. Keep it PG-13, inter-species 
relationships are encouraged.

Oh! THAT Monday… 
by M. Elder Hays

So, I was talking with Peg... 
Peg is my best friend: Mary Margaret O’Hanlon, a 

good girl gone bad. Twelve years of private school fol-
lowed by several alcohol-fueled lesbian “experiments” in 
college, and voila, a great friend. Oh, and she is surpris-
ingly well-armed. Lock and load, Peg! Lock and load! 

Anyway, we were chatting about all sorts of things 
as is our wont. 

“Heather has cancer,” Peg announced.
“What? Where?”
“Breast.”
“How bad?”
“Stage four.”

I could tell there was more. “And…”
“And her mother just died.”
“What? How?”
“Ovarian cancer. She lived with Heather but died in 

their hotel room in Santa Fe while Heather was getting 
radiation.”

“Harsh.”
“Exactly.”
“You want to go see Heather?” I asked.
“Yeah!”
“Okay. When?”
“I can get time off in June,” Peg said.
“Okay. Book it. I’ll let my boss know. Mom can 

watch the dogs, and I’ll get my sister to watch Mom.”
“Cool.”
Pretty brief shorthand communication, but quite ef-

mailto:sage@swwriters.com


fective nonetheless.
This came up as I was trying to decide whether to 

move to Taos, New Mexico or to Bisbee, Arizona. Peg 
and I hatched a plan wherein we would go see Heather, 
drive around New Mexico with her, and see the sights. 
Then, I would leave Peg with Heather and I would go to 
Bisbee to see which one I preferred. 

Road trip! 
So off we went.

I didn’t tell anyone at the time, but I chose Taos be-
cause I had my own issues—thought I was going to die—
and Heather was a really nice person. I was sixty-one 
years old, had just completed radiation treatment for can-
cer, had suffered many bowel obstructions with hospital-
izations and surgeries, ended up with lots of blood clots 
in my lungs, and I had this stupid brain tumor. Cancer, 
surgery, blood clots and tumors: I was a goner. I had two 
years and five months left of payments from my retire-
ment fund and I intended to spend it all before I died! 

About two months after we completed the trip, 
Heather’s condition worsened significantly. Since she 
lived west of town out on the Taos Mesa without elec-
tricity and without running water, she couldn’t stay 
there. She was terminal now and needed medical care, 
running water, and heat. 

I had bought a house during the trip using all my sav-
ings. I wasn’t living in it yet when Heather worsened. Peg 
and I phoned around and got Heather set up with a hospice 
program in Taos. The hospice program moved her into my 
empty home about six weeks or so before I made my move 
there. She was in the end-stage of her cancer and I was 
getting radiation for mine. Ain’t life grand?

Heather was very independent. Unfortunately, her 
disease had made her rely on others. I don’t think she 

ever got used to it. She looked after my home until I 
could move, and I got to have a friend when I finally got 
to the area in late September.

I was there two weeks when she took a final turn for 
the worse. Towards the end, she couldn’t swallow pills, 
so I ended up giving her drops of morphine tincture. It 
was like feeding a baby bird with its maw open, stretch-
ing to get every drop. She would wake in the middle of 
the night croaking for water and pain meds. She didn’t 
talk much after the first few days – just slept a lot. I cried 
when she died. Her Taos friends were there and every-
one got a chance to say “good-bye”, even Peg, although 
she was on the phone.

The day before Heather died, the last thing she said 
to me was, “I wish I had gotten to know you better.”

So, I was talking with my friend, Peg...
“You remember that Monday?”
“They happen once a week, fifty-two weeks a year, and 

I’ve know you for fifteen years. That’s a lot of Mondays.”
“Seven hundred and eighty, to be exact.” 
Peg scowled at me. “Math is hard.”
“So, do you? Remember that Monday? 
“Again, they happen once a week…”
“The Monday that Heather died.”
“Yes. Why?”
“That was a really bad day, but it was integral to get-

ting me, and ultimately you, to move here to Albuquer-
que. That was one of the best things that ever happened 
in our lives. I didn’t die. You’re out of Portland. So, real-
ly bad Mondays can lead to happy outcomes. Cheer up. 
Things get better. This really awful Monday that you’re 
having today might just become deeply meaningful like 
THAT Monday did.”

“Amen to that, brotha.”

Need a prompt? 
The SAGE Challenge provides one every month!

This month’s prompt on page 8.

“Write a short story every week. 
It’s not possible to write 52 bad 
short stories in a row.” 

Ray Bradbury
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To RegisTeR 
Call the SWW office (505-830-6034, Monday–Thursday, 9:00 am–noon) or use the Online Registration Form on the SWW website: SouthWestwrit-
ers.com. (Our online payment portal utilizes PayPal, but you’ll be given an option to pay by credit card without signing into PayPal.)

The Zoom invitation link and the password will be emailed to those who register. Please contact the class/workshop coordinator at: 
Info@SWWriters.com for more information.

Join the Zoom Meeting
Our Zoom log-in policy has changed due to disruptions to our free meetings. Non-members are now required to contact our office (505-830-6034 or  
info@SWWriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to receive links to upcoming meetings. SWW members sign into the Members Only portion of the SWW 
website. Once in the Members Portal, follow the Zoom log-in directions posted prior to the meeting.

♦ SWW members: $20  
♦ Non-members: $30

In-Person Meeting at UNM Continuing Education
Information and Directions on the SWW website.

with John Gilstrap

Choosing the correct point of view is one of the key 
elements of dramatic storytelling. In this session, John 
Gilstrap will walk you through the critical decisions that 
help you propel your story through the most dramatic 
set of eyes. Bring paper and a pen, because there’ll be a 
writing exercise.

Whose Story Are You Telling?
JOHN GILSTRAP is the 
New York Times best-
selling and Thriller 
Award-winning author 
of over two dozen thrill-
ers. Praised by Publisher’s 
Weekly for his “flawless 
characterizations,” he is a 
frequent speaker and in-
structor at literary events.

with Rose Marie Kern

Are you searching for an audience? Rose Marie Kern 
will give you some insights into the knowledge, skills, 
and abilities you already have which can stimulate your 
creativity in writing.

This workshop will discuss:
• What is a Niche Market?
• Identifying your skills and abilities.
• Marketing your niches.
• Using your niches to create multiple streams of income.

Saturday, January 8, 12:30 p.m.
“Hybrid” WORKSHOP (Come in or Zoom in)

Finding Your Niche Markets ROSE MARIE KERN has written 
over 1,000 published articles 
and five books on the topics 
of aviation, gardening, sustain-
ability, solar cooking and writ-
ing. Her wealth of experience in 
these areas provides her a rich 
basis for each one.

In-Person Meeting at UNM Continuing Education
Information and Directions on the SWW website.

Saturday, January 8, 10 a.m. (MT)  
“Hybrid” MEETING (Come in or Zoom in)

http://SouthWestwriters.com
http://SouthWestwriters.com
mailto:info@SWWriters.com
http://SouthWestwriters.com
http://SouthWestwriters.com
http://SouthWestwriters.com
http://SouthWestwriters.com
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Join the Zoom Meeting
Our Zoom log-in policy has changed due to disruptions to our free meetings. Non-members are now required to contact our office (505-
830-6034 or info@swwriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to receive links to upcoming meetings. SWW members sign into the Members Only 
portion of the SWW website. Once in the Members Portal, follow the Zoom log-in directions posted prior to the meeting.

with Stephanie Chandler

With so much competition, it is critical to build a marketing plan that leverages 
the many opportunities available online. In this content-rich presentation, Steph-
anie Chandler shares proven content marketing strategies. They include: Under-
standing and attracting your ideal audience; getting visibility with online media 
opportunities; producing and promoting videos, webinars, and online events; 
connecting with online resources for massive exposure; leveraging podcasting, 
blogs, and video that get results; and promoting with Facebook strategies you 
haven’t heard anywhere else (really!) 

Whether you’ve been an author for years or you’re just getting started, an effective marketing plan can have a dra-
matic impact on your book sales.

STEPHANIE CHANDLER is the author of several books including The Nonfiction Book Marketing Plan. She is CEO of Nonfic-
tionAuthorsAssociation.com, a vibrant educational community for experienced and aspiring writers, and NonfictionWriter-
sConference.com, events conducted entirely online since 2010. A frequent speaker at business events and on the radio, she 
has been featured in Entrepreneur, BusinessWeek, and Wired magazine.

Build Your On-Line Marketing Plan
Wednesday, January 26, 6:30 p.m. (MT) ZOOM Meeting

JONATHAN MILLER will speak at the April 9 SWW meet-
ing. Before his big speech “Turning Your Career Into a Novel 
Without Getting Sued” you can check out his photography, 
hanging on the walls of Farina Pizzeria in downtown Albu-

querque. The showing runs from 
January 3 through January 30. You can also 
pass the time with Jonathan’s latest novel The 
Shakespeare 
Incident (Rat-
tlesnake Law-
yer Book 12), 
now available 
in Kindle and 
P a p e r b a c k 
from Amazon.

WWWinning!
S W W  M e m b e r s  S h a r e  T h e i r  Wr i t i n g  S u c c e s s

Protecting Mama: 
Surviving the Legal 
Guardianship Swamp, 
by LÉONIE ROSEN-
STIEL is free for a lim-
ited time to Kindle Un-
limited members.  The 
book was released No-
vember 1 by Wisdom 
Editions, an imprint of 
Calumet Editions. It is 

the first of two related books sched-
uled for publication and is the prod-
uct of a lifetime of experience cop-
ing with the dementia of loved ones. 

Léonie welcomes reviews of Pro-
tecting Mama. It’s not necessary to 
have purchased the book through 
the sales site to leave a review, just 
click this link to Amazon reviews. 

mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
http://SouthWestwriters.com
http://NonfictionAuthorsAssociation.com
http://NonfictionAuthorsAssociation.com
http://NonfictionWritersConference.com
http://NonfictionWritersConference.com
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09MV3XMMB
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09MV3XMMB
https://www.amazon.com/review/create-review/?channel=glance-detail&asin=B09MV3XMMB&ie=UTF8&


Upcoming Events in 2022
Saturday Morning Events 

Meetings 10am-Noon/Workshops 12:30pm-2:30pm 

Jan 8 – Meeting: John Gilstrap  
Whose Story Are You Telling? 

    Workshop: Rose Marie Kern  
Finding Your Niche Markets 

Feb 12 – Meeting: Jayne Ann Krentz  
Reinventing Yourself: Tips for Finding 
Your Voice and Core Story 

               Workshop: Elizabeth Layton  
Social Media 101 

Mar 12 – Meeting: Jodi Thomas 
Why Write a Series? 

   Workshop: Lauren Wolk  
 Keeping Your Eye on the Prose (Not 
the Press) 

Apr 9 – Meeting: Jonathan Miller 
Turn Your Career into a Novel Without 
Getting Sued 

Workshop: Melody Groves 
Character Development 

May 14 – Meeting: Kristin Owens 
The Art of Essay 

                Workshop: Hallie Ephron 
Creating Page Turners 

June 11 – Meeting: Melody Groves 
Western Writing 

                Workshop: Julie Klein  
What an Editor Can Offer 

July 9 – Meeting: BR Kingsolver  
Writing a Book Series 

Wednesday Evening Meeting Presentations 
6:30pm-8:30pm 

Jan 26 – Stephanie Chandler – Build 
Your Own Marketing Plan 

Feb 23 – Lauren Wolk – The Art and 
Business of Writing for Young Readers 

Mar 23 – Nancy Rubin Stuart – Using 
Fiction Techniques to Shape Non-Fiction 

April 27 – Ellen Meeropol – Evil 
Characters We Love to Hate   

May 25 – Susan Katz – Why Every 
Writer Needs an Editor 

July 27 – Margaret Shannon –
Genealogical Research for Memoir 
Writing 

Sept 28 – Marika Flatt – PR by the Book 

Classes Upcoming:      

February – Crafting a Nonfiction Book 
Proposal with Loretta Hall 

May – Formatting Your Book and Ebook 
Using MS Word with Mary McArthur 

August – Discovering History with 
Genealogical Research with Margaret 
Shannon 

November – Self Publishing with Amazon 
KDP or Ingram Spark with Rose Marie 
Kern 

12

JUST SCHEDULED!
June 22 – Jim Tritten – Short Stories are Fun
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2022 SouthWest Writers Board of Directors

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President:
Brenda Cole
president@swwriters.com

Vice-president:
Joe Brown
programs@swwriters.com 

Secretary:
Dan Wetmore
secretary@swwriters.com

Treasurer:
Rose Marie Kern
treasurer@swwriters.com

VOTING BOARD MEMBERS 
Kathy Wagoner       Website Master
webmaster@swwriters.com
Kathy Schuit                    Sage Editor
sage@swwriters.com
Jacqueline Loring       Membership Chair
membership@swwriters.com
Léonie Rosenstiel       Media Relations
SWW2020@gmail.com

Cornelia Gamlem       Marketing,  PR
Kathy Kitts                    Fundraising
Kimberly Rose        Youtube
Robert Spiegel       Member At-Large

The SouthWest Writers Board of Directors is an 
all-volunteer body that meets on the second Tuesday 
of each month from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Meetings are con-
ducted via Zoom. Many hands and heads are needed 
to keep our organization of nearly 400 members go-
ing strong. Members are encouraged to attend board 
meetings, volunteer on committees, and get involved. 
For information or to volunteer contact the SWW of-
fice: info@swwriters.com.

SWW Office Coordinator
ReVaH Loring,  info@swwriters.com

ADVISORY BOARD
(NON-VOTING)

Robert Speake        Critique Groups 
critique@swwriters.com

Loretta Hall                    Zoom, Collegium
Patricia Walkow        Members Only Page
Roger Floyd                    Signage
Lisa Durkin                    Zoom, Collegium

Zoomers Get FREE Workshops!
You’ve heard it mentioned often enough by now...SWW 
HAS GROWN THROUGH THE PANDEMIC!

One big reason for that unexpected windfall of new 
members is Zoom. Did you know that behind each and 
every meeting, workshop and class there are at least 
two people working with the Zoom application to make 
sure everything goes off without a hitch? This means 
letting in the people who are supposed to be admitted, 
screening for people who could potentially disrupt the 
event, making sure that Power Point presentations are 
viewable to everyone, and a myriad of other important 
but easily-learned tasks. 

Did you also know that everyone who’s currently run-
ning Zoom meetings learned virtually everything they 

need to know in about two hours of training? Zoom 
isn’t hard, in fact, it’s a fun job that’s become vital for 
the future of SouthWest Writers. 

The skills you learn from an SWW Zoom training ses-
sion are useful anytime you’re on Zoom—you might 
take what you learn and become the Zoom guru of your 
online yoga class! 

If that doesn’t entice you to join our Zoom team maybe 
this will: Zoomers attend for FREE all the workshops 
and classes they agree to host.

Being a Zoom host isn’t like being an emcee. Entertain-
ment skills are not needed, introverts AND extroverts can 
do most everything required from behind the scenes.

To sign up contact Joe Brown, Collegium Committee 
Chair, at jbrown2452@yahoo.com.

mailto:president%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:programs%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:webmaster%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:sage%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:membership%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:SWW2020%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:info%40swwriters.com?subject=
mailto:critique%40swwriters.com?subject=
http://www.southwestwriters.com
mailto:jbrown2452%40yahoo.com?subject=
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OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WRITERS

Information and registration: CLICK HERE 
Registration for Left Coast Crime includes a Welcome 
Reception, two special Breakfasts (seating limited), the 
“Lefty” Awards Banquet, and admission to all panels 
and interviews.

ABOUT THE “LEFTY” AWARD
The Left Coast Crime “Lefty” Awards are fan awards chosen by reg-
istered members of the Left Coast Crime convention. Nominations 
for awards to be presented at each annual convention are made by 
people registered for that convention and also the immediately prior 
convention. A ballot listing the official nominees is given to each 
registrant when they check in at the convention, and final voting 
takes place at the convention. The ballots are tabulated and that 
year’s “Lefty” Awards are presented at the Awards Celebration.

Writing 
Contests You Can Enter

NOW

Writing 

Contests You 

Can Enter

NOW

Writing 
Contests You 
Can Enter

NOW

If you have an inkling to publish or try your hand at 
writing contests, you might want to consider an email 
subscription to notifications from Authors Publish. 
Here’s a small sample of what was on the Authors 
Publish website on Dec. 23 (it’s routinely changed 
and updated): 

20 Book Publishers Always Open to Submissions
The list inlcudes:

Harlequin
Many famous romance writers got their start at Harlequin, 
which was acquired by Harper Collins a number of years ago. 
Their submission process is very user friendly. To read the full 
review, go HERE and follow the links.

Page Street Publishing
Page Street Publishing is a publisher of full color, mostly 
hardcover, gift books, cookbooks, and craft books, as well 
as children’s and young adult books. Most of them have an 
important visual component. They are distributed through 
Macmillan in every country but Canada (where they have a 
different distributor). They publish around 60 titles a year. To 
learn more, go HERE and follow the links.

Workman Publishing 
Workman Publishing is a large independent publishing com-
pany that now includes a number of separate imprints. The 
imprints include large established companies like Algonquin 
Books (which unfortunately does not allow unsolicited sub-
missions). The original Workman imprint is open to unagent-
ed submissions. They focus on publishing exclusively nonfic-
tion books for children and adults, as well as calendars. They 
do not accept unsolicited picture book submissions. To learn 
more, go HERE and follow the links.

Interested in writing courses led by experts in their 
literary field and/or genre? The Writers Workshop at 
Authors Publish offers intensive course work in Flash 
Fiction, Writing for Young Adults and Young Readers, 
Poetry Writing, Crafting Fiction, and that’s just the first 
page!

LAST CALL FOR 
NMPW CONTEST ENTRIES!
This state contest is the first tier in 
the National Federation of Press 
Women’s contest. Entries are sub-
mitted through the NFPW Com-
munications Contest portal.

The NMPW Communications 
Contest is judged at the state lev-
el. First place winners in the state level contest are eligible 
to move to the national level of judging. Information, dead-
lines, entry fees and directions to the NFPW registration 
portal at: newmexicopresswomen.org.

The early deadline is noon (in your time zone) January 19, 
2022. The final deadline for books is noon (in your time zone) 
February 2, 2022. Because of the extended time needed to 
judge book categories, all book entries must be entered by this 
date. The final deadline for all other entries is noon (in your 
time zone) February 9, 2022.

https://leftcoastcrime.org/2022/Registration.html
https://authorspublish.com/
https://authorspublish.com/
https://authorspublish.com/
https://authorspublish.com/
https://authorspublish.com/20-book-publishers-always-open-to-submissions
https://authorspublish.com/20-book-publishers-always-open-to-submissions
https://authorspublish.com/20-book-publishers-always-open-to-submissions
https://authorspublish.com/20-book-publishers-always-open-to-submissions
https://authorspublish.thinkific.com/collections
https://authorspublish.thinkific.com/collections
https://authorspublish.thinkific.com/collections
http://newmexicopresswomen.org


SWW Board Meeting 
Summarized

December 2021
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SW
W

SWW Office:
3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114

Albuquerque, NM 87110
phone (505) 830-6034

email: info@swwriters.com
website: www.southwestwriters.com

1. The SouthWest Writers Website, our SAGE news-
letter, and most recent anthology, Ramblings and 
Reflections, will be entered into the New Mexico 
Press Women’s Contest.

2. 2022 plans as mentioned by incoming president, 
Brenda Cole:
• Continue hybrid (in person and Zoom) meet-

ings on Saturday.
• Research and apply for more grants.
• Maintain, and hopefully, increase membership 

numbers.
• Change/simplify the writing contest.
• Provide opportunities for more acknowledge-

ment of our members’ books and publications.
• Brenda Cole is open to suggestions about all 

topics relating to SWW.

3. Membership has increased from 2020.

4. 2022 Budget was approved by the board.
The SWW Board of Directors meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Meetings are conducted via Zoom.

Board of Directors
Brenda Cole, President
Joe Brown, Vice President

Rose Marie Kern, Treasurer
Dan Wetmore, Secretary

Cornelia Gamlem, Marketing/PR

Dr. Kathy Kitts, Fundraising
Jacqueline Murray Loring, Membership

Léonie Rosenstiel, Print Media

Kimberly Rose, YouTube
Kathy Louise Schuit, Sage Editor
Rob Spiegel, Member At Large

Silver Vanus, Digital/Social Media

Kathy Wagoner, Website

mailto:info@swwriters.com
http://www.southwestwriters.com

