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A Diversity of Expression 

                              Art Photography 

For the first time ever, SWW will award prizes in two  

Art/Photography categories: 

•Interior Artwork – black and white photograph  

or a photo of a line drawing. 

•Cover Art – full color, 300 dpi. 

                                      Poetry 

This Year’s poetry division is not aligned to a theme,  

but to a style: Limerick, Haiku, Sonnet, and Free Verse. 

                           Prose/Short Stories 

Your entry of 3,000 words or less may center on any of the  

following themes: Flying, Voyages, Mountains/Vol-canoes,  

or Celestial Bodies. 

                          Travel & Memoir 

Submit your entry of 3,000 words or less to either category  

(but not to both): 

•Travel – written in magazine-article style with a focus on a  

   specific type of travel, a place you’ve traveled to,  

   or advice for travelers. 

•Memoir – a story based on your personal experiences. 

                          Opening Chapter 

Submit an opening chapter of 3,000 words or less: 

•Previously Published Book – published between 2019 - 2022. 

•Unpublished Book 

              Reviews, Queries, Pitches, Script Loglines  

•Book Reviews – in 500 words or less 

•Book Query Letter – no longer than one page. 

•Elevator Pitch/Tagline – up to 100 words. 

•Script Loglines – up to 100 words. 

Call For Entries March 15-May 15 
First-, second-, and third-place winners in EACH of the 

following categories will be awarded cash prizes and a 

publication opportunity: 

•Two categories of Art/Photography 

•Six Book Related Categories  

•Four categories of Poetry 

•Four categories of Prose/Short Stories 

•Two categories of Travel & Memoir 

All entries must be original and in English and submitted 

ONLINE only. You do not have to be a member of SouthWest 

Writers to enter. 

Entry Dates 

•Early Bird (March 15 to March 31) 

•Regular (April 1 to April 30) 

•Late Entry (May 1 to May 15) 

Entry Fees 

•$15 - $20 depending on category. 

•$5 discount applied to Early Bird entries. 

•$20 penalty added to Late Entries 

Awards 

With the exception of the Art/Photography categories, prizes 

will be awarded as follows in each category: 

1st Place: $50 & Certificate 

2nd Place: $25 & Certificate 

3rd Place: $15 & Certificate 

Honorable Mentions: Certificates 

Art Categories Awards 

All B&W interior art accepted for publication in the 2022 

contest anthology will receive a $25 award. Full Color, front 

page artwork winner will receive publication and $50. 

RULES and INFORMATION on pages 12 and 13 

Please visit our website for complete information 

https://southwestwriters.com/annual-writing-

contest 
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As strange as it may seem, with this month we’ve stepped into the second quarter of the year. Feels 

like we should be contemplating Valentine’s Day not weeding spring gardens already. With all the 

turmoil and angst prevalent in the world right now I encourage everyone to take time for themselves 

and their families as they can. With the weather finally warming, maybe a few minutes quiet relaxation sitting 

with your back against a sunny tree would be just the ticket.  

With the arrival of April, the SouthWest Writers annual writing contest is in full bloom. If you’re reading this 

month’s edition of the Sage, you have already missed the early bird deadline for the contest. No worries, there 

are still roughly 45 days left for you to enter your best words or artwork for the contest. The Sage has the full 

details on the entry rules – please abide by them if you want your entry to be judged.  

We have categories for prose, poetry and artwork this year. As I mentioned last month, all SouthWest members 

are eligible to vote on four of the categories: interior artwork, limerick, elevator pitch and loglines. Even if you 

don’t have the time to submit an entry yourself, you can still feel included in this year’s contest. Starting on 

May 18 and running through May 31 members can go on the Members Only section of the website to reach the 

voting form for these four categories. You may vote for your favorite in each of the categories and the results 

will be tallied in June.  

Remember to get your entries in this month. You may still submit entries the first two weeks of May, but you’ll 

pay a late fee after April 30th. This month has numerous avenues for creativity. We have eighteen categories in 

our annual contest. The Sage has several other contests you may enter as well. And if your yard is like mine, the 

rocket is already raising its little yellow blooms so time to grab the hoe. If you haven’t lived here long, rocket is 

a pervasive weed that harbors nasty thrips – little bugs that suck the juices out of your wanted plants. So grab 

your pen, keyboard or hoe and see what you can accomplish this month. 

 

             SWW’s board is looking for a new member.  

Our current fundraising chair is moving on and will be relinquishing her position as of July. Kathy Kitts has done 

an outstanding job of setting us up for success with multiple passive streams for fundraising. 

We are looking for someone who would like to add their creative ideas to our fundraising pot. We currently 

have four passive streams of income which have already generated over $880 this year. If you are interested in 

taking on this exciting position, please send an email to the office(info@swwriters.com) or the president at 

(president@swwriters.com) and we will get back to you with more details.  
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What Does an Agent Do?   

 

“Who is Marilyn Allen and why does she want my social security number?” I posed this question to 

my coauthor, Barbara Mitchell, after receiving a voicemail request. I joined Barbara on a book project 

after she’d signed the contract. “Oh, she’s our agent,” was Barbara’s response. It was my naive 

introduction to publishing.  Marilyn wanted my information so she could process my advance—

another surprise. 

Our contract was with a traditional publisher who did require their authors to have an agent. 

Marilyn had represented Barbara and another colleague for a previous book. Our blessing—we never 

had to find her. Our colleague had been introduced to her years earlier. I like to say we inherited her, 

the best inheritance an author can receive. 

Two years after that book was published, we were finally able to sit down with her in New York 

City and celebrate earning out our advance and receiving our first royalty check. So, what exactly 

does an agent do for you beside taking fifteen percent of your royalties? 

After this meeting, we quickly realized she was our advocate. As the publisher kept coming 

back with requests for additional books, those requests came through Marilyn. Once we agreed it was 

a book we wanted to write, she received the contract and went to work for us.  

Our story and writing journey are somewhat unique because we didn’t seek out an agent to 

find us a publisher. For (would be) authors who are not as fortunate, an agent is the intermediary 

between you and a potential publisher. If they think a book proposal or idea is strong, they will use 

their expertise to pitch it to publishers. Of course, there’s no guarantee your book will be published, 

but you may be a step closer. Publishers are gatekeepers. Develop strong relationships with them, 

and they will open as many gates as possible for authors. 

An agent knows the publishing industry, knows how to read a contract, and knows when to 

accept or reject certain clauses. This includes negotiating additional terms and larger advances. By 

the way, the more a publisher pays for a book, the more likely they will invest in publicity and 

marketing. After all, they want to recoup that investment. 

Getting back to the contract, most authors, myself included, won’t understand all the contract 

clauses and what they are signing up for—and my background gives me a good understanding of 

legalese. Agents will alert you to proposed changes they think should be made, and clauses that 

might not apply to your book. So, if you don’t understand something, ask your agent before you sign.  

Even after signing, you may have questions. It was suggested to us that we develop a training 

program based on our first book, The Big Book of HR, complete with a train-the-trainer guide. We 

weren’t sold on the idea, but it was worth exploring. We asked Marilyn, “Can we do that?” Not exactly, 

she explained. If we used the title of the book in the training program, it would be considered a 
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derivative work and fall under the terms of the contract. Based on this information, we decided not to 

proceed. Imagine if we hadn’t checked and did proceed. We would have found ourselves in a legal 

quagmire.  

If you are having issues or problems with the publisher or the publisher’s editors, talk to your 

agent. Let them do the heavy lifting. Likely, they have long-term relationships with the publishers and 

can act as a buffer between your frustration and the issue you’re encountering. Marilyn has done this 

for us on many occasions.  

Then there are times the publisher does something that is so perplexing you think, “This can’t 

be right.” Your agent can shed light on the mysteries of standard practices in the industry before you 

start questioning the publisher directly.  

It’s also important to keep your agent in the loop on any communications with the publisher. 

Don't agree to requests that you don’t understand without checking with your agent. Remember, they 

are working in your best interest and are there to guide you. 

Of course, there are times you will be communicating with the publisher about seemingly 

routine issues like manuscript acceptance, cover finalization, pub date changes, or other reviews. Be 

sure to copy your agent on these email exchanges so they know what’s happening and when. They 

may detect an issue that needs to be addressed and can do so as it’s happening rather than after the 

fact. 

Getting close to launch, we’ve taken Marilyn’s advice and had a marketing call with the 

publisher. This is important because it lets the publisher know you’re serious about marketing the 

book. Marilyn has been golden for us in this area and has joined these calls, asking questions we 

would not have thought to ask. That’s because she has a background in sales and marketing for 

major publishers, including Penguin Books, Simon & Schuster and Harper Collins. As she likes to 

remind authors, “Publishing is a business.” And agents know so much about that business. 

 

 

 

  Cornelia Gamlem is an author and consultant with years of business experience.  

 She currently serves on SWW's Board as the Marketing/PR lead. 

 

Books: They Did What? Unbelievable Tales from the Workplace 

The Manager’s Answer Book - 2020 Next Generation Indie Book Award Winner 

The Big Book of HR 

The Essential Workplace Conflict Handbook  

The Conflict Resolution Phrase Book 

Blog:  www.makingpeoplematter.blogspot.com 

Twitter: @bigbookofhr @gotworkconflict 
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The Writing Life: Learning from Adventure Seekers 

 

By 

 

Sherri L. Burr 

 

The history of inadvertent and deliberate adventure seekers has much to teach. New Mexico shares 
a unique inadvertent history maker with Arizona and Texas. Esteban, also known as Estéban, 
Estevan, Estebanico, Estevanico, and Estebanillo, crossed the southwestern territory of what is now 
the United States from 1528 to 1539. Growing up in Arizona, I learned the African Moor as the first 
non-Native person to step foot in what is now the 48th state.  

New Mexico, which was admitted as the 47th state five weeks before Arizona, claimed Esteban as 
well for leading Spanish Conquistadors through this territory. Then I read Annette Gordon Reed's On 
Juneteenth (W.W. Norton, 2021), where she proudly claimed Esteban on behalf of the Lone Star 
State, which had joined the United States in 1849 as the 28th state.  

Fortunately, New Mexicans and others can read about Esteban's adventures in Dennis Herrick's 
book, Esteban: The African Slave Who Explored America (University of New Mexico Press, 2018). 
Herrick dedicates his work "To all African Americans and other US minorities whose 
accomplishments have been ignored, distorted, or diminished."  

Imagine the adventure mentality it took to cross the Atlantic Ocean in the 1500s to unexplored 
territory. Esteban spent time in Spain before beginning his New World adventures by accompanying 
a conquistador across the Atlantic on a horrific voyage that claimed many lives. Esteban eventually 
arrived in Florida and traveled westward. According to Herrick, Esteban last stop was a Zuni village. 
From there, he disappeared in 1539. If only we had his memoir to retell Esteban's version of events. 
Using other historic data, Herrick has filled in the gap. 

Fast forward nearly five centuries and you can read about a modern-day adventurer who, as a child, 
built brick walls at his family home and packed ice in his father's business. The book Will (Penguin, 
2021) recounts actor Will Smith's migration from a fearful West Philly kid to Hip Hop legend and 
television star before becoming one of the greatest movie legends of all times. This 419-page book 
seemed long compared to the 282-page Esteban, but it went quickly as I found myself spellbound by 
the one-word chapters book-ended by a prologue called "The Wall," and an epilogue called "The 
Jump." 

What startles is the angst and anxiety that Smith portrays, and perhaps Esteban felt. To watch Smith 
in action flicks, such as his legendary run across a Miami bridge following kidnappers in Bad Boys 
with his shirt billowing, one would never think he grew up in fear and was bullied. He was an 
intelligent high school student headed to the University of Wisconsin before taking a gap year to 
explore music. Soon, he and DJ Jazzy Jeff won the first Grammy Award for rap music.  
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As their group prepared to go on stage in Detroit, Smith took a call from Quincy Jones who asked 
him to come to his birthday party. Jones handed him a script and asked Smith to audition before 
Brandon Tartikoff (the then head of NBC), Steven Spielberg, Stevie Wonder, and Lionel Richie. 
Smith balked, claiming he needed more time to prepare. After, Jones assured him that everyone who 
could make a decision was now in the room, but they wouldn't be in two weeks or a month, Smith 
took ten minutes. He landed the lead in The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.  

 

Like Esteban, Smith took jumps into the unknown. When he dreamed of becoming the biggest movie 
star in the world, he asked Arnold Schwarzenegger for advice. He told Smith that it was not enough 
for his movies to sell in the United States, they had to sell worldwide. Through study, Smith and his 
team observed international box office revenue increased if the star went to the countries. Smith not 
only went, he gave free music performances, the equivalent of author readings. 

Writing is an adventure path. Whether our stories derive from researching history, living history, 

interviewing modern history makers, we must jump to succeed.  

 

 

 

 

 

   Sherri Burr has authored of over two dozen books.  
 
 
 
 

Her 27th, Complicated Lives: Free Blacks in Virginia: 1619-1865 (Carolina Academic Press, 2019), 
was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in History.  
 
A graduate of Mount Holyoke College, Princeton University, and the Yale Law School, Burr has been 
a member of Southwest Writers for over 30 years.  
 
She currently serves as President of New Mexico Press Women and on the Board of Directors of the 
Authors Guild Foundation.  
 
In 2021, she was named the National Federation of Press Women Communicator of Achievement. 
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SAGE WRITING CHALLENGE CONTINUES!        

May Challenge!                                                                              

        

 

 

A 300-800 word short story about cactus and which one we love the most! 

The SouthWest SAGE newsletter is the professional publication of SouthWest Writers. Submissions focusing on all aspects or 

research, writing, and publishing in any genre are welcome. To familiarize yourself with the types of articles published in the 

SouthWest SAGE, read past issues at SouthWestWriters.com. 

Here are four ways you may be included: 

• Write an article for the SAGE related to the craft of writing, getting published, etc. 

• Enter stories, poems, or articles inspired by the monthly writing challenge announced in each SAGE> 

• Send in a short story/poem/essay of your own–on any topic (inclusion in the SAGE is subject to discretion of the 

editor.) 

• Enter artwork/photographs relating to writing in general or accompanying your stories. 

 

SEND QUESTIONS OR SUBMISSIONS TO:  JOYCE RICHARDSON SouthWest Sage Editor SAGE@SWWriters.com   

Read, understand and follow submission guidelines, below. Submissions that do not comply with guidelines will not be 

considered. 

 

SAGE CHALLENGE AND ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

• Payment is in bylines and clips. 

• Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the next issue. 

• Standard article lengths are from 300-800 words: certain SAGE Challenges may set more specific word count 

requirements. (See monthly challenge for detailed description.) Submissions may be edited for accuracy; readability 

and length. Submissions must be tasteful; free from profanity, explicit sex or violence, political commentary, etc. 

•  Send all submissions as either standard text in an email or in a Word document in 12pt. size. Single spaced. Do not 

get fancy with formatting or fonts.  To ensure proper author credit, your name or pen name must appear within the 

document you submit. Submissions with no name will not be considered. 

• Polish your work. Submissions should be professional in appearance and quality of writing, fully edited and ready for 

publication. 

• Accompanying art/photographs are appreciated but proper attribution and permission is required.  

• Inclusion in the SAGE is subject to the discretion of the editor. 

        My Favorite Cactus! 
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  The April Challenge was Poetry Month. 
 

Sunflowers        
                    By Heidi Marshall 

 

Wild sunflower seeds sprout at will 

in my gravel garden,       

roots search past the rocks for the riches    

brought in by the wind and the rain. 

         

And stems grow and they stretch 

to cover my desolate space. 

New faces open as they follow the sun, 

surrounded by petals of light. 

 

Within, tiny faces burst open like flowering pins 

in their patterned cushions. 

And they follow the sun, 

bearded with pollen and light.      

 

And then the bees come 

To walk their powdery kingdom 

buzzing, vibrating, stealing away with the gold. 

Oh, to be a bee and bathe in gold dust! 
 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

April Challenge was “Poetry Month” 
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         Saturday April 9, 10:00 am (M.T.) 

      “Hybrid” Meeting (Come in or Zoom In) 

 

 

In-Person Meeting at UNM Continuing Education 

Information and Directions on the SWW website. 

Join the Zoom Meeting  

Our Zoom log-in policy has changed due to disruptions to our free meetings. Non-members are now required 

to contact our office (505-830-6034 or info@SWWriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to receive links to upcoming 

meetings. SWW members sign into the Members Only portion of the SWW website. Once in the Members 

Portal, follow the Zoom log-in directions posted prior to the meeting. 
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Workshops/Seminars 

 

 

To Register: 

Call the SWW office (505-830-6034, Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-noon, or use the online registration form. (Our online 

payment portal utilizes PayPal, but you’ll be given an option to pay by credit card without signing into PayPal.) 

The Zoom invitation link and password will be emailed to those who register. Please contact the class/workshop coordinator 

at  Info@SWWriters.com for more information. 
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Wednesday, April 27, 6:30 p.m. (MT) Zoom Meeting 

 

 

Join the Zoom Meeting  

Our Zoom log-in policy has changed due to disruptions to our free meetings. Non-members are now required to contact our 

office (505-830-6034 or info@SWWriters.com) or sign up for Elerts to receive links to upcoming meetings. SWW members sign 

into the Members Only portion of the SWW website. Once in the Members Portal, follow the Zoom log-in directions posted 

prior to the meeting. 
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                 Upcoming Classes Via Zoom 

 

 

Saturday Morning Events   Wednesday Evening Meetings 

On location at UNM or via Zoom     Via Zoom      

Meetings 10:00am -Noon/Workshops 12:30-2:30 pm   6:30-8:30 pm 

May 14 Meeting: Kristen Owens                  May 25: Susan Katz 

The Art of Essay                    Why Every Writer Needs an Editor 

Workshop: Hallie Ephron-Writing a Page Turner  

         June 22: Jim Tritten 

         Short Stories are Fun Short Stories are Fun 

June 11 Meeting: Melody Groves 

Writing Westerns: The Good, The Bad,     July 27: Margaret Shannon 

The Beautiful        Genealogical Research for Memoir 

Workshop:  Julie Klein- What an Editor Can Offer 

         August 24: Joseph Badal 

         Two Important Writing Rules 

July 9 Meeting: B.R. Kingsolver-Writing a Book Series 

Workshop: Geoff Habiger-Marketing Best Practices 

 

 

Aug 13 Meeting; Ronn Perea-TBA 

Public Speaking for Authors 

Workshop: Susan Katz-Last Draft Secrets 

 

 

       Upcoming Classes 

   May- Hearing Voices: Using Multiple Voices with Ellen Meeropol 

   May- Formatting Your book and eBook using Microsoft Word with Mary McArthur 

   June – Elizabeth Layton- Social Media 

   August-Discover History with Genealogical Research with Margaret Shannon 

    13 



 

 

Authors may enter multiple pieces into individual categories, but no single piece may be entered more than once. For 

example. A contestant may enter multiple different stories into the Memori category, but those stories may not be 

entered into any other category. 

 

Each category must have a minimum of three entries to receive awards. The Contest Committee will determine what 

level will be awarded. If there are five or more entries, the category will receive 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards. One of 

more Honorable Mentions may be awarded per category. Winners will be announced and prizes awarded at the SWW 

Annual Meeting on October 8, 2022. Judges may or may not provide critiques. Any comments made by judges will be 

passed to contestants upon request after the awards have been announced. Please go to the SWW website for full info. 
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Members only link. 

Online Submission 

Read the following before completing the entry form: 

• Include the title of your entry as part of the file name. Example: If the title of your entry is Red Dawn, the 

uploaded file should be RedDawn.doc or RedDawn.docx. For artwork, the uploaded file should be RedDawn.jpg 

or RedDawn.pdf. 

• Make sure your name is not included anywhere in your submission (not even headers or footers). The entry will 

be assigned a number to ensure unbiased judging. 

• You will be asked “If your submission is a winner, do you give SouthWest Writers permission to use it in an 

upcoming anthology without compensation?” 

       Other 

In all categories, SWW does not allow pornography, politically charged commentary, or excessive violence. Acceptance 

of any entry is at the discretion of the SWW Writing Contest committee. 

This contest is not directed at entries for children’s picture books or middle grade chapter books. We look forward to 

reading your work, and wish you the best of luck!  For questions, send an email to contest@swwriters.com. 

 

15 

https://www.southwestwriters.com/members-only-resources/


 

                   SWW Member Announcements   
  

We love hearing about our member’s successes!!! 

SWW members can share their successes in our elert or you can share it at the online meetings. 

You can send YOUR successes and announcements to the office at info@swwriters.com.  Keep them under 50 words please, a 

book cover is allowed. 

Successes and Announcements are now also allowed during the SouthWest Writers Zoom meetings.  To Participate you need 

to go into the chat room and type “I have an announcement”.  At the appropriate time your name will be called.  If you have a 

book, you can hold it up to the camera for us to see. 

Evelyn Neil published her book “Dancing to the End of Our Rainbow”. Available on Amazon. 

Rose Kern was interviewed abut her book  “The Solar Chef: A SouthWestern Recipe Book for Solar Cooking” by Luther 

Krueger from the Big Blue Museum of Solar Cooking out of Minnesota. 

 
Our no-entry fee writing contest is open. Here’s that link: 

https://thinkingfunny.com/no-fee-humor-writing-contest-thinkingfunny22/ 

Also 

The via-CrowCast writing conference can be enjoyed from the comfort and safety of your own home at a 

fraction of the price of a face-to-face event. We’re now accepting registrations. Here’s the link: 

https://thinkingfunny.com/event-schedule-thinkingfunny22-humor-writing-conference/ 

  

Our 2nd annual conference offers everything from breaking through writer’s block, to using humor 

appropriately in serious nonfiction, writing memoirs & travel pieces, creating comic characters, learning 

sure-fire humor techniques, and meeting literary agents and hearing their tips.  

 

 

New Mexico Arts Imaginative Collective (NMAIC)  

invites 10 poets to read their original Surrealistic poem and 10 readers to read published Surrealistic poems at 

“The Surrealist Dreamers of New Mexico,” on May 6 at Fusion.  

For more information, guidelines and deadlines, please go to  https://www.nmaic.org/  
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SouthWest Writers 
 

 
 

Please “Like” SouthWest Writers on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthWest-Writers/156636797742233 

 

SouthWest Writers YouTube Channel 
 

To register for classes or workshops, call the SWW office at 505-830-6034.  
click here To find out about upcoming classes and workshops,  
click here To find out more about upcoming SWW meetings,  

click here To catch up on all the great SWW blog posts,  
click here To learn more about SWW membership. 

 

Entry requirements Click here  Fee $35.00         Deadline: June15, 2022 
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https://www.writingbattle.com 

For more information on this and other writing opportunities visit reedsy.com. 
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As of March 15, the annual SWW writing contest began accepting entries.  This year we have some great high-profile judges – 

no we are not saying who yet!   

Our categories are providing entrants with fun and mind challenging options.  For instance: 

  

• Are you thinking about sending a story idea or film idea to an agent?  Come up with several good elevator pitches or 

loglines and send in one, or all of them!   See which one catches attention best. (Category B5-B6)) 

  

• Have you taken a class in Haiku?  Our Haiku judges have been published nationally – see what they say about your work! 

(Category C2) 

  

• Are you an artist or photographer?  We need some good quality pictures for the book’s interior and for the cover 

art.  (Category A1 or A2)  

  

• If you and a friend have been published, how about you enter the Book Review category with reviews of each other’s 

books?  Of if you just read a really great book and want to tell the world about it here is your chance. (Category B3) 

  

• Does the first chapter of your published or unpublished book grab the audience?  Enter it and see. (Category B1 or B2) 

  

• Have you traveled the world?  Can you write an interesting magazine style article about somewhere you’ve been or 

something you learned about traveling?  (Category E1) 

  

• Is your heart feeling light, frisky, maybe a touch naughty?  Write a limerick!   (Category C1)  

  

• If you’re thinking about sending your manuscript to an agent or traditional publisher you NEED a query letter – try yours 

out on us first!  (Category B4) 

  

• Short Story artists can delight us with their prose in any of four categories – Flying, Voyages, Mountains or Celestial 

Bodies.  (Categories D1-D4)  

  

• An in case you are wanting to tell the real story behind something that happened to you and/or yours – the Memoir 

Category is waiting.  (Category E2)  

  

You only have until May 15, 2022 to get these stories to us.  So, sharpen the pencil or power up the keyboard – it’s Write 

Time! 

  

Rose Marie Kern, Chair 

SWW Writing Contest 

  

‘ 
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SWW Writing Contest Off and Running! 



 

 

Congratulations AGAIN to these SWW Members! SWW had so many winners we actually missed some! 

Christina Allen Honorable Mention- Life with Mags 15A - Single story 

Jennifer Black 1st Place -Pressured 07J - Hobby  

Joe Cappello 1st Place -The Secret of the Smiling Rock Man 15A - Single story 

Joe Cappello 2nd Place- My Uninteresting Self-Interest 07L - Personal essay 

Joe Cappello Honorable Mention -Chain Link Memories 07L - Personal essay  

Brenda Cole Honorable Mention -One Little Light 15C - Collection of short stories  

Sonja Dewing 2nd Place -Castoffs of the Gods 11A - Novels (More than 40,000 words)  

Sonja Dewing 3rd Place -Fairy Business 15A - Single story 

Alan Diehl 3rd Place -KIDNAP MARILYN 11A - Novels (More than 40,000 words) 

Traci HalesVass 1st Place -James McGrath Morris and his new book 30 - Interview    

Traci HalesVass Honorable Mention - Anne Hillerman and Stargazer 30 - Interview 

Loretta Hall 1st Place -Book Review: Envisioning Exoplanets 07O - Reviews 

Loretta Hall 1st Place -A Six-Decade Quest for Spaceflight 05B - Magazine, newsletter/other publication  

Loretta Hall 2nd Place -Book Review of How to Astronaut: An Insider’s Guide to Leaving Planet Earth 07O - Reviews 

Loretta Hall Honorable Mention -Book Review: Operation Moonglow 07O - Reviews 

Sandra Hoover & Jim Tritten  - 1st Place  Love and Lies: Call Me Eve 11B - Novellas (40,000 words or fewer) 

Sandra Hoover 1st Place- Guardian Cactus 17 - Essay, Chapter, 

Carol Kreis 1st Place -Charles W. Kreis 07K - Obituary  

Marcia Meier 1st Place -Face, A Memoir 12A - Autobiography or Memoir 

RJ Mirabal Honorable Mention -Trixie: Round Brown Ball of Dog 13A - Fiction 

Vicky Ramakka 1st Place -Night Photography in Joshua Tree National Park 07T - Travel 

Kat Richter-Sand Honorable Mention Sometimes the Dog is Smarter 12A - Autobiography 

Leonie Rosenstiel 1st Place -Not in This Country 07L - Personal essay  

Leonie Rosenstiel 3rd Place -Protecting Mama: Surviving the Legal Guardianship Swamp   12A - Autobiography or Memoir 

Leonie Rosenstiel 2nd Place -Choucroute garnie 15A - Single story 

 Leonie Rosenstiel Honorable Mention- In Conversation With Léonie Rosenstiel    06B - More than 500 words 

Jim Tritten 1st Place Hungarian Krumpli Haluska 07E - Food 

Jim Tritten 2nd Place A Day in the Life of a New Mexican 17 - Essay, Chapter, or Section in a Book 

Jim Tritten 3rd Place -A Prisoner of Angels 07L - Personal essay  

Jim Tritten 3rd Place -What Do I Have to do to Make Electricity Work 07T - Travel 

Jim Tritten  Honorable Mention- A Halloween Prisoner 15A - Single story 

Jim Tritten and Sandi Hoover - No ranking given-  Mirth and Musings 11A - Novels (More than 40,000 words) 

Kathy Schuit 2nd Place SAGE Newsletter 19C - Newsletter/other publication - non-profit, government, or educational 

Kathy Schuit 1st Place Dec. Pen Women P.1 25C - Newsletter/other publication 

Margaret Shannon 1st Place Abbey - Ashman Two Colonial and Pioneering Families of North America 12B - Biography or 

History 

Dan Wetmore   SWW Ramblings & Reflections - 2nd Place - 15C - Collection of short stories written by multiple authors 

Linda Wilson    1st Place A Packrat's Holiday: Thistletoe's Gift 13A - Fiction 
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          Cornelia Gamlem , Marketing/PR       

       Dr. Kathy Kitts, Fundraising 

 

Jacqueline Murray Loring, Membership    

                     

Kimberly Rose, YouTube 

 

Léonie Rosenstiel, Print Media 

 

Joyce Richardson, SAGE Editor 

 

Rob Spiegel, Member At Large 

 

Silver Vanus, Digital/Social Medi 

 

Kathy Wagoner, Website                              
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SouthWest Writers Board Meeting Minutes Mar 2022 

1.  Due to other obligations, Kathy Schuit is stepping down from her tenure as editor of the 

SAGE.  Joyce Richardson will be taking up those duties.  Kathy, thank you for years of excellent 

publications which have captured the ethos and dynamics of the organization, and for your continuing 

service to the organization as a member-at-large.  Joyce, thank you for taking on this mantle and 

continuing its excellent work. 

2. If you have questions about SWW’s annual writing contest, please see the contest page on 

SWW’s website.  As questions are raised, answers to them are being posted there.  Your question might 

have already been answered. 

3. Kathy Kitts has accepted a 3-year teaching position at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, so 

will be stepping down as SWW Fundraiser.  If you have experience or interest in this important work, 

please contact the front office at info@swwriters.com or (505) 830-6034.  Kathy, we wish you the best 

of luck, and thank you for tireless efforts on behalf of SWW spanning decades, as Fundraiser, President, 

and a host of other duties.  We’ll miss you! 

4. SWW is pursuing an additional PR opportunity which will allow for automatic dissemination 

of its new releases internationally, to 200K news agencies in 170 countries.  Thank you, Leonie 

Rosenstiel! 
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                                                  SWW Office: 

                                           3200 Carlisle Blvd NE, Suite 114 

                                                             Albuquerque, NM 87110 

                                                               Phone (505) 830-6034 

                                                          Email: info@swwriters.com 

                                                    Website: www.SouthWestwriters.com 

 

 

        SWW Swag Available! 
 

                  SouthWest Writers has partnered with Redbubble to make our logos and designs 

                available on everyday objects such as t-shirts, notebooks, ball caps, and 

—wait for it—even shower curtains!  

Simply follow this link: SWWSwag.redbubble.com. 
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